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died Don Fernando the Catholick, and the 
Schemes he had form'd for the Preſervation { 
and Augmentation of his inions, 
dAiſconcerted by the Death of thei 
Lingdoms had ſuſtain d, va 
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THE Queen Donna uuns, ghter | 4 
Don Fernando and Iſabella, to whom the 
Succeſſion of the Kingdom rightfully belong d. 
reſided at Tordefillas, where no body was ad. 
mitted to ſee her, by reaſon of the unhappy 
Accident which- had diſorder d her Under- 
ſtanding, and which, by the too ſtrong. Imp 4 
ſions it had made upon her Imagination, had 2 
either depriv'd her totally of the Uſe of Re-. 
ſon, or her to reaſon incoherentix 
of thoſe Things with which her Fancy was 
poſſeſrd. Fabien , , 
PRINCE Charles (the Firſt of that Name =_ 
among the of Spain, and-Fifth among 
the Emperors,) whom the Accident of his 
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rig 15 long as Was en to vhſagyes ins 2 
as the chief Commander, by the Reſpect tige 
hers paid him, —_— went directly up to Gr. 
ua, W | A. Wit Reve- 2 1 
ne,” — who' ccd them wich k 
ourteſy. Our Interpreters did not unde 
and the Language of this Country, to that 2 
je Compliments were made by civil Signs 
ith ſome Words of more Sound than Signi- " 
ations- 5+: 

AFTER” this they: aw A Banighed/ which the! 
ndians had provided of different Sorts of 
00d, plac'd, or rather thrown upon Mats off 
am, under the Shade of the Trees; a ruſtick' + | 
d diſorderly Plenty, but not the leſs grate-: > 
to the Taſte of the hungry Soldiers. After = 
hich Refreſhment, the three Indians com- ẽ 
anded their people to ſhew ſome Pieces of 29 
old, which they had concealed till then; 

nd by their Manner of ſhewing and holding 1 
em, it was underſtood that they did not dee | JF 
gn to make a Preſent of them, but to pur- 2 
haſe with them the Merchandize of tze 
hips, the Fame of which had already reach'd 
cir Ears. Preſently. a Fair was open'd for 

trings of Beads, Combs, Knives, and other 
1ſtruments of Iron and Alchymy, which in 

hat Country might be called Jewels of great 
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Sold, — A in 1 Truth Was deliver d, oyer i 
a greater Slavery, and had more] 
: But I ſhall make aſe 9 
into our Hiſtories, and before them into t 
Hiſtory of the Eaſt Indies; it 
that in the Manner of ſpeaking 
Things are explain'd, the 9 is not 
much to be ſought after, as the Cuſtom, whit 
according to the Opinion of Horace, is 
true Judge of Language, and either gives 
takes away, as it pleaſes, that H ny whig 
the Ear finds between Sounds and their Sig 
fication. Ret? 
Juan de Grijalua finding that the R 
ſomes were at an end, and the Ships in ſam 
Danger, by being expoſed to the North Wi 
took his leave of thoſe People, who remain 
highly pleaſed; and reſoly'd to purſue his Di 
covery, having underſtood by Signs that thgl 
three Indian Chiefs were Subjects to a Me 
arch called Motezuma, whoſe: Empire a 
tended over numerous Countries aboundinl 
Will 


ave him Diſturbance.” Some Writers run intd 

arger Accounts, but it doth not ſeem eaſy to wy 
onceive whence they could have gained their bs. ; 
enowledge, nn n Mm 


bee e cheit Dem 
__— her without «loſing 


in one — called the - IA 


e reſt, they: found ſeveral Idols of a ! . a 
le Figure, and a more horrible Worſhip paid 
> them; for near the Steps where 
laced, were the carcaſſes of fix or ſeven Men, 
ewly ſacrificed, cut to Pieces, and their El- 
Als laid pes This miſerable Sight ſtruck 
ur People with Horror, and affected them 
ith different Sentiments, their Hearts being -Y 
led with Compaſſion, ar the fame Time that 
ey were efifaged at the Abomination.  ' * 
TRE ſtaid but a little while in this Idand; 
ecauſe the Inhabitants being in a Conſterna- 
ion, the Ranſomes were 2 conſiderable. 
hey paſſed on to another, which was not far 
rom the main Land, and fo fituated, that be- 
and the Coaſt there was ſufficient 825 
Room and convenicnt Shelter. for the Ships. 
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- arrived Wee on * Day 2 the ver 
aud likewiſe in Reſpect to the Name bake h 
General, mixing Devotion with: Flat YA 
-becauſe an N vhOo was pointing r 
his Hand towards the Main Land, giving the N 
to underſtand how it Was called, repeated 
veral times, with a bad Pronuncisklon, Be 
Word Culza! Culua! this gave en t 
the Surname; by which they" diſting 5 
from St. Juan de Puerto Rico; e 
N. Juan de Ulua: A little land of r 

Sand than Soil; and which lay ſo low, 
ſometimes it was cover d by the Sca- Bui 
from theſe humble Beginnings, it 1 th 
moſt frequented and moſt celebrated Por ol 
New Spain, on that Side which” is bound 
by the North Sea. Fe! Of : 

HERE they ſtaid ſome Days: for the 
dians of the neighbouring Parts came 
their Pieces of Gold, believing they had 1 
Advantage of the & aniards in changing oy ft 
for Glaſs. And Juan de Grijalua findiy 
that his Inſtructions limited him to diſco 
and ranſome, without making a Settlemeni 
(which was expreſly forbidden him) refolye 
to give an Account to Diego eloquent 
the large Countries he had diſcover' d; tha 
caſe he ſhould determine to plant a Coloꝶ 
there, he might ſend him new Orders will 
a Supply of Forces, and the neceſſary Stor 0 
and Proviſions. For this purpoſe | he 
Sper d Captain Pedro de A. verads: in * 
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nuco. What happen d in the River of Ca- 


his Courſe for Cuba, when the reſt of 
he Ships parted from St. Juan de Ulua in 
Purſuit of their Way, and following the Guid- 


he North, having in view the two Mountains 

df Tuſpa and Tuſta, which ſtretch a great way 
detween the Sea and the Province of Tlafs 
ala. After which they came upon the Coaſt 


pain, on the Gulph of Mexico, and came to 


took this Name at that Time, becauſe in the 
little Space they 111 to take a View of it, 
they were aſſaulted by ſixteen Canoes, filled 
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an de Grijalva goes on with his Diſcoverys: - 
until he has coafted the Province of Pa- 


noes, and his Reſolution to return to the 
Iſe of Cuba. = 7 
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1 ee ugitives; wherefore they weigh' d / 


chor, and proſecuted their Voyage till ch 
aaatrived at a Point of Land which ran far ink 
the Sea, which, ſeemingly enrag'd with it, 
5 uſurping upon its Territories, maintain d 
oOtbſtinate War againſt the Rocks. The. Pileh 
* made uſe of all their Ind and Skill 

is Cape; but were forc'd to pi 
way to the Strength of the Current, and 1 
without Danger of overſetting, or running 
thore. This Accident occaſion'd the Pilot 
co proteſt againſt proceeding any father; in 
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* Which they were ſeconded by the genen 


Diego Velaſquez; and that they = 
dition to undertake i. 5 
ithout a einforcement; ſo that in 
he end, they Core tr Cube 1 one Accord to 
for e res, 


they came, = 
Place, yet ſome Profit by Ranſomes, = 


they arrived at length at the Port of Serie _— 
Jago, in Cuba, the 15th of November, 1518. 

So ME few Days before, Pedro de Alu-. 
rado was arrived at the ſame Port, and ver 
well received by the Governor Diego Ye. 
quez, who expreſſed an incredible Joy, at le 
Account of the large Co cover dl, 
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EE Ate) and hardly believing his Eye 

made Pedro de Alu 
third time what he had before related, find 
ing ſomething new in the very Thing he ha 
juſt heard; as a Muſician is delighted with 1'th 
Repetition of his Tune. But this SatigfaQis 
wWu.as ſoon allayed by his Impatience at thi 
Conduct of Don Juan de Grijaboa,” becaul 
he had not made à Settlement in the Coun 
try where he had been ſo well received: Ant 


force any thing againſt his own "Opinial 
Diego Velaſquez accuſed him of Want @ 
Reſolution, and, angry at his own Choice 
confeſsd he was to blame for having ſent 


owed the very Happineſs: which raiſed his 
Hopes to ſuch a Pitch. But the firſt Effect that 
good Fortune has on the Minds of the Ambt- 
tious, is to captivate their Reaſon, and take 
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rado repeat a ſecond ani 


although Petro de Alvarado endeavour dt 
excuſe him, yet having been one of thofe wha 
had advisd the making a Settlement in the 
River of Flags, he ſpoke but faintly, a8 
Man uſually does wh he endeavours to 


him, propoſing to intruſt this Undertaking to 
ſome more active Perſon, without conſider- 
ing how he difoblig'd a Relation, to whom he 


ap you them the Senſe of Gratitude. He thought 
of nothing now but to obtain the Prize, and 
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ions. for the Conqueſt” of this Country, to 
nw the Name of Neu Spain gave a great 
ation,” He communica cd. His: Reſolu- 
en Regulars of St. Fe "077, ho reſided 
n the Iſland of Santo Dominga, Hoe in ſuch 
erms, that he ſeemed rather to deſire theit - 
probation, than ask their Permiſſion. And | 
xc ſent a Perſon to Court; with a large Ac- 
ount of the Diſcovery, together with a Me- 
orial, in which his own Services were not 
orgotten; in Reward of which, he requ er of 
ome Favours, and the Title of the 
ieutenant of thoſe Countries he ſhould con. 
luer. 
1 E had ale bangt Ge: Veſſels, as: 
to fit out a new Fleet, when Juan de 


0, Sako arrived, and found him as much in- 
nt _— as he had Reaſon to expect him thank 
to  Velaſques reprimanded him ſharply and 
et. bi the other modeſtly declining to ſay 


LE! he could have done in his own Defence. 
is W8However, he laid before Yelaſquez his own 
at nſtructions, which expreſſiy forbad him to 


ſettle: But the Governor's ambitious Proſpects 1 
ad now ſo tranſported. him beyond tlie A 
Bounds of Reaſon, that tho he owned the Or- 
ler, yet he treated Obedience to it as a Crime. 
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ſions; but Wh was at a a Hol upon whom to 
the Command. His Deſign was to | 
Man of Reſolution, who would know. 
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do diſengage himſelf . ee 
make uſe of Opportunities, but withal, 


„ nageable, as not to give him 
e any other Ambition than to advance Hi 
lory of his Principal; which, in other Wotdl 


| | was'to ſeck for a Man of great Cour: DE 


a mean Spirit. But it not being eaſy to f 
> Theſe two Extreams in the fame Subject 
deſlayed his Determination 
he Voice. the People was in en ol 
nan 4e Er and they uſua 


to end him, were his good 
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his Temper perfefly well, -, "i 
inti Hernan Give,” i 
over-laviſh in his Praiſe, leſt 


ſhould be ſuſpected; mc Ming 6 M 
they ſpoke more out of Regard to the Success 
of the Undertaking, than the Intereſt of their _ 
Friend. Their Propoſition was well heard. 
and they contented themſelves with ſeeing m 
fayourably inclined, giving hi | 
ſider of it, with Hopes, of intirely pe * 
ing him in a ſecond Converſation. fr 2. 

Bu r before we go farther, it will b pro. "4 
per to ſay who ernan Cortes was, and thto' _ 
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5 1 e He 5 am of Gaar whidh 
he has beſtowed upon Mankinec. 
Hx was born in Medillin, a Fehn of E Fre: 
madura, Son of Martin Cortes, of Monroy, 
and Donna Catalina Pixarro Altamurii 
Names that ſufficiently declare the Nobility of 
his Extraction. In his Youth, he. for ſome 
time applied himſelf to Letters, and was twy 
_ Years at Salamanca, which were ſufficient tg 
make him ſenſible, that the ſedentary Applics 
tion of. a ſtudious Life was contrary to- h 
Temper, and did not ſuit the Vivacity of hi 
Spirit. He returned home reſolved to follow 
the Wars, and his Parents pointed out to him 
that of Traly, which was then the moſt cot 
| fiderable, and made the greateſt Noiſe with 
the Name of the Great Captain Gonſalvo de 
'Cordoua. But when he was to embark, H 
fell dangerouſly ill of a Diſtemper, which 
continued many Days; by which Accident h 
found himſelf obliged to change his Inten- 
tion, though not his Profeſlion ; and theres 
fore he reſolved to go to the Indies, where the 
War at that Time was carricd on with a View 
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ot ſufficient to divert his Inclination to Arms 
or he was ſo uncaſy with the State of Ina. 
jon, wherein he found that Iſland, which the 
Spaniards. now. poſſeſſed without any 1 . 5 3 if 
tion from the Natives, that he deſir d Lear 
o go and ſerve in the Iſle of Cuba, where the = 
Var was ſtill carried on: And having g⸗ 1 
e Conſent of his Kinſman, he endeavourd == 
o ſignalize himſelf in that War both by Va. 
our and Obedience, which are the firſt Rudi. 


ncats of the Military Profeſſion. He very * © » 
oon acquired not only the Reputation of a _ = 


baliant Soldier, but alſo that of an able Com. 
mander, diſtin ng both his Courage u 0} 
\Ction, and his Capacity in Coun ci]. 
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coOoRTE&S was well made, and of 2 8 
agreeable Countenance; and beſides thoſe com » # 
mon, natural, Endowments, he was of a Tem- 4 
per which render d him very amiable; for he 
always ſpoke well of the Abſent, and was plea- 
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es, who made him Priſoner till ſuch” 
ferences were adjuſted; and then 


ler to the Bride,” and 
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de Lariz and Andres de D 
propoſed him for the Conqueſt of Nein 
and they did it with ſo much Addreſs, thy 
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the next time they waited upon 1080 
que, furniſh'd with freſh Reaſons to 
their Recommendation, they found hin A" 
folv'd on Hernan Cortes, and ſo poſſeſs d wi 


5» WE Advantages of entruſting the 
to his Care, that they chang'd their p 
tated Arguments into Flattery, and only e 
dieavour'd to oblige him by applauding a R 
ſolution ſo agrecable to their own W 

| "They agreed with the Governor that it wil 
| | _ conye: 
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the 


J Promoter 0 
80 


moſt hanourable Clanſes, w whid 
cretary could add, under Pre 


on 


[he Rivals of Cortes. N 
Power to ſet Diego Velaſquez againſt A 
him, but without Effect. He fails wth © 
the Port of Sant Jago. 2 


"et | p 7 * * 1 
” 


= Cc 1 7 
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received the new | Charge 
from Velaſquez wit reſſions 
df Relpett and Acknowledgment, being as 
enſibly affected at that Time, with the Con- 
dence the Governor repoſcd in his Perſon, as I 
e was afterwatds with his Diſtruſt. TheRe- 7 


fl- | olution was made publick, and well r eceived - ; 5 E 
SP 0ns thoſe who deſird to ſee that Affait 1 


; ought to a Concluſion; but occaſion d mum 
Diſcontent amo g lis Rivals for the Employ--  _* 
| ment. 
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: L greateſt Boldnck, were 178 5 0 
| 5 ego Velaſg wee," who made yer' roo 
' Forts to raiſc in the 
as cage g 3 7010 n, 
e a great deal of Confidence i 
. whom-h e had jo little obliged; that 
9 the Conduct of Cortes, e 
1 that he was not much to be dependa 
. T7 on, for that his Words and Actions wen 
 feldom agreed ; that his Courteſy and L 
 ndlity had an A 777 ce in them, which. rem 


away hp The bare. Appearances: of Virus 
1 he was over aſſiduous to gain the Af 
 feftions of the People; and that fuch i 
of Friends, when they are in great N 
bers, are eaſily formd into a arty ; that 
| he would do well to remember the Diſzal 
Bis Impriſonment had given him; and thit 
4 Man rarely makes true Friends of the 
to whom he has given ſuch Occaſion 4 
Complaint ; for the Wounds of the Mind, 
as well as of the Body, leaue Scars behind 
which are wont to put a Man in mini 
- rhe Offence, when he has the Power tot 
venge it, To thefe they added other Rex 
ſons more ſpecious than ſolid, without much 
Regard to Truth, aiming to. appear zealous mn 
the Governor's Intereſt, the better to diſſem. 
ble their real Views. 95 bo 
*T1s reported that Diego Pelaſques, wall 


ing out one Day with Hernan Cortes, all 
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* his. Friends and ae a K pleafant 
ac brain d Fellow, with whoſe V . 
uſed to be diverted, ſaid to him, The 8 
of done well, Friend Diego; ſhortly there 
11 be Occaſion for another Fleet to go in 
Parſuit of Cortes. There are ſome that re- 

te this as a Prophecy, conſidering how 
ckily Madmen ſometimęs hit upon Things, 
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d the Impreſſion that it made on the Mind 2 


the Governor, Let us leave it to Philo- 
phers to diſpute whether the foretelling of. 
hat is to come be one of the Extravagances 
fa diſtempered Imagination, or if it be poſ- 
ble that a Judgment ſo diſorder d ſhould be 
apable of Divination. Let them employ 
eir Wit in ſearching for Reaſons to main- 
ain ſuch an Opinion; I, for my part, ſhall 
clieve that this craz d Perſon was put upon 
wing what he did by the Enemies of Cortes, 
nd that their Malice was but poorly ſupported 
y Reaſon, when they were obliged to have 
ecourſe to Madneſs. 

Bur Diego Velaſquez ſtood firm to his E 
eſolution, and Hernan Cortes wholly ap- 
lied himſelf to haſten the Preparations for 
is Departure. The firſt Step was, to erect 
iis Standard, with the Sign of the. Croſs, 
aving this Inſcri tion in Latin: Let us fol- 
p the C roſs, for with this Sign we ſhall 
vercome. He appeared in the Habit of a 
doldicr, which became his Perſon well, and 
uited his Inclinations better. He employed 
is own Stock liberally, and what he could 
Vor. I. E borrow 


77 . 
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Vonkeing, a t the fame Tink 
A Nanber Soldiets for 

Wich he Aid not Hine 

the very Narte, of the E 


of th dterprize, i al 0 
Fame of the Ca pen were ſo preat, that Jn 
few, Days 3 iſted three Ee Sol . 


among Which were Die 0 de Orda 2, p ia 
Soul Confident, of the Governor, Fine 2 
de Morla, Bernal Dias 740 Caftith, (why 15 
kh written. the Hiſtoty of this Conqueſt) d 


other Gentlemen, who ſhall be named i in thi 
proper P lace. 5 25 = 
Tax Time for their Departure being coal 
Orders were given for the Soldiers to 'cmbark 
Which they did in the Daytime, the Pep It 
all running to the Sight; and at Night, Cont 
Fes, accompanied by his Friends, went 'ro.tak 


leave of the Governor, who embrac d 190 


a very friendly Manner, and the hext M Y 
ing accompanied him to the Sea“ Side, thy Wor 
him embark. Small Circumſtances, and "oy... 
little Importance in the Hiſtory, and w big * 
might have been omitted, if they Were⸗ r e 
neceflary to wipe off the Imputation of aa 
carly Ingratitude, with Which they have on- 
proachec Cortes, who ſay, that he oke Aer 
Way out of the Port with the Fleet; ſo Jutal eg] 
nio de Herrera reports, and thoſe who) MP 


after him, affirming, without any Manner'al 
Reaſon, that he called the. Soldiers togerli 
+ ; | | | | 1 


ek þ þ cn 2 os P wi | 

om their Houſes at Midni ght, eos + i 
vith them by Stealth; and The Diego Ve. > 25 3 3 
/ 72 5 8 out aſter r him: 8 the e 7 


d gave him eritan a di CIPECT? ee 
lannes, tag be no. e ha 8 uy to his 
orders, W f W 7 1 7 |: 2 8 
He, ho . What he law 28d; is more „ 
robable : Tor it 15 ; not to be imagined that „ 


an ſo diſcreet as Cortes (had. de forme i 
ck a Nele ren wi thin himſelf o 4 


ub] igkly reak wi Hela 1e, Peter . 
ad got Ay 0 the Reach 7217 his 17 1 5 1 
or he was obliged, to touch with his Fleet . 
ther - Places 'of the. fame Inland, "i! take in 
en and Proviſions, Which he wanted, A 
10 We ſhould allow him guilty of this Indif- © 
retion, it docs not ſer likely, . 1908 in ſo 5 | 
mall a Town as Was Sk. Jago at that Time, 
hree hundred, Men could be call d. from their 
louſes, ; and embark. in the Night-time, Diego "M 
f Ordags, agd other Creatures of the Gover- 
or being of 150 Number, ald that Scree 
ould not be one among ſo matiy to Side An; | 
Account of. ſo extraordinaty a Procedu eee 
r that thoſe who. ſo. narrowly obſerved. his May” 
\tions, ſhould not awake ar the. Noiſe O-. 
on'd by 0 Sreat a Hurry. A ſtrange ſort” of . 
ilence in the one, and a very exttaordinary — 
egligence | in, the other | We br not Fey | 
ut that Cortes with drew from his Obedichce 
 Velaſyues ; z büt it Was ſome time afterwards, 
d for the Reaſons t that ſhall be pen. 3 
E WM PT IR, "© HA P. 
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in a few Days at; the Port of 
where Cortes had ſome Friends, 92 84% 
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A very kind Reception, He preſentiy f 

his Deſign; and Juan d Eſcalant- 
G Sauber ar fun, Gonza via, 

- confi derable Perſons of 

to follow his Fortunes. He was was 


by Pedro de Aluarado, 4 
ho had been Captains in 
Juan de Erijalua, and by 
Pedro de A varado, v. 5 
e and Juan de Al. 
count of this Affair reach ing to 
8 ancti 9 Piritus, which was bur a 
La Trinidad, therè came 
with he fame. Deſign of e 
Hh * of 21 rnandes 
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when we ſhall relate their Exploits. £1 1 8 


Reinforcentctt.of Geatlemen, and a hun- 


4 Soldiers, who came from the two Settle- „ 
3 nts,” the Strength of the Fleet was conſi - 
21 1 ee 5 and at the fame Time, — 
= 1, Arms, and ſore: Horſes, Ceres — „ 
> all who wanted with his own: Money: for 
knew how to gain their Affection by an 
liging. Behaviour, by inſpiring them with © .. } 
dpes, . and by maintaining his Superiority in — 
a Manner as to let them ſee he look d upon 
elf at the ſame time as their Companion. 
Bur ſcarce had he turned his Back to the 


ort of Sant Fa 
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5 
br 


88 
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nee, 
ho always attack the Abſent. "Dig re -M 
2. hearken'd to their Diſcourle, and tho”. : _ 
ſeemed to he e diſpleaſcd, th diſcoverd in "0 


ork” d up toan entire Diftruſt ; to which End 2 ; " : 


y made uſe of an old Man, called um 3 


lan, who, notwithſtanding he was very 2 ö 
orant, pretended to the Knowledge f 


rology A mad Man of another Kind, and N 
uch d with a Madneſs of another Species. . 

Man, ſet on by others, having engaged 1 
elaſquez ta. Secrecy, acquainted him in 
— Terms, that this Expedition would - ©® 
we a fortunate and an · unfortunate Event; _— 
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of: 55 Command wr the F 8 d 
immediately two Couriers to La Trin 
with Letters for all his . N and « 


ho at that Time was chi 
Town). to diſpoſſeſs him of His den an- 
_neral- Ship, in a judicial Way, as ſuppoſingily 


mmi ion now revoked,” and another 
ſon named in his Room. 

CORTE&S was quickly. informed of 
unenpected Accident, and without being 
cCourag d at the Difficulty of the Ren 
ſhew d himſelf to his Friends and Soldien 
that he might know in what Manner he) 


* pan © 3 
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reſented the Injury done to their Captain, 
how far he might depend upon the Jug 
of his Cauſe, by the Judg ment they pd 
upon it. He found them all not only in 
Intereſt; but reſolved to guard him from f 
an Injury, tho it ſhould carry them to the 
| mity, of t: ing Arms in his Defence. 
| And tho' Diego de Ordaz, and Juan i 
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ought” over to apptove of that Sth they 1 if 
dad not Power to hinder. Being thus ſecure, - 3 1 
je went to viſit the chief Alcalde, who. ae, 
new the Grounds he had to complain. He 2 os A 
pig before him the Danger to w ich he might I Y 
ſ Himſelf in fu e uch 1 Piece f 
Wulle, Hy kth ag I many Perſons of ' 
Diftin&ion owe Hint, $d how- muck 


he Fury of the Soldiers wWas 70 be. felted, 
hoſe Aﬀettions he had gained, that be might 
he better ſerye Diego Velaſquez; 'andithit 


jc already found ir difficult them WII. 
the Bond 'of Obedicnee | to him; ſpeak-. 8 
ig in ſuch" Tetms, and with' ſuch a kind: of _ 
Leſolution, as appeared bott modeſt and great. 
ranciſts' Verligs approved His Reafons, arid 
rom a Principle of berry, being en wil. 
ing to become tlie Inſtrument of ſach Inju- 
tice, offered not only to ſuſpend the Execution 
f the Order, but to write to Diexo N 
o engage him to deſſſt from a Reſolation, 
which was flow impracticabſe, reaſbn of 
he Diſguſt it gave thè Soldiers, and could not 
de executed without very Scat Inconvenieneics. 
Diego de Ordax, anic the reſt, who had any 
ntereſt in tlie Governbr, Gffere red to do the 
ſame, and wrote immediately. Corres like- 
viſe wrote to Him, complaining ina friendly 
Manner of his Diſtruſt, without ſhe wing how 
far he was diſguſted, or omitting his ordinary 
Relpett, as one who Found himſelf obliged to 
N E 8 ee 
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cer. MM 
_—_— 1 fails from La Trinidad r9the Hara 
. —- where he gets the laſt Reinforcement Fi 
. the Fleet, and fu ers a Hane Teen 
Fin Velaſquez. os $ 1 
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AVING * theſe: n I bi | 
II at that Time ſeemed ſufficient to qui 
__ the Mind of Velaſquez, Cortes reſoly'd"t 
proſecute his Voyage; and ſending Pedro h 
Alvarado by Land, with a Party of Soldien 
1 — care of the Horſes, and raiſe more Mer 

in the Seftlements upon the Road, he fail 
3 with the Fleet for the Havens, the mall 
Weſterly Part of the Iſland, where it begin 
* ta incline towards the North. The Ships 
=. e from La Trinidad with a fayourable 
Wind; but at the coming on of the Night the 
NF ſeparated from the Capitana, where Con 
u, on Board, without obſerving, as they ought 
F the Courſe he ſtood, or perceiving the-Erta! 
of their Pilots, until the Light of the Day dif 
covered it: But being now far advanced, the) 
continue their Voyage, and arrived at. thi 
Havana, where the Soldiers went on Shore 
B They were kindly and liberally entertaingg bj 
= Pedro de Barba, at that Time Bower 
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ut their Diſcourſes on that Occaſion ' wen / 
o farther than to furniſh themſelves | with * 
uſes againſt his Arrival, 


o be uneaſy, and divided into vatious Opinions. 


others propoſed to name a Commander in Chief 
In his Abſence ; but others thought ſuch a Pro- 
ofition unſeaſonable. However, as no body 


othing was done.” He who moſt inſiſted 1 upon 


Ordaz, who, as Confident of Velaſques, exũ 
pected to be preferred to the reſt, and thought 
that by the gaining of this Point, he ſhould 


hei But at laſt, after a Diſpute of ſeven Days, Cor- 5 
es ſafely arrived with the Capita. 
zi His Delay was occaſion d by the Flects 
10 paſſing over ſonie Flats which are between the 

d Harbour of La Trinidad and the Cape St. 


Anthony, at a ſmall Diſtance from the 2 of 
the WF ines, where the Capitan, as being the largeſt 
Ship, ſtruck, and was in Danger of being over. 
bY ſet: An Accident which gave Cortes no little 

of Trouble, but withal, ſerved to raiſe his Repu- 
he tation; for animating b his * on View „ 
* © 5 


j E that e Yo not 59 . * 9 'Y 
cir Captain, or turned back in ſearch of him 


Bur perceiving that he ſtaid- longer 3 7. 3 
ey thought it Was poſſible he could, unleſo 25 
bme Misfortune had befallen him, they began _— 


3ome were for ſending two or three Veſſels in 1 1 I 
carch of him amongſt the neighbouring lands 


ommanded, every one gave his Verdict, ane 


their naming a Commander, was Diego de ; < 


ſtand fair to obtain that Poſt from Velaſques. 1 


's Ladins, whic 1 carried to 
oy adn 7. ich 


7 EDRO. 4. Berl lod ed him in his oy 
guſe, and he was received. With great / Aa 
mations by his Soldiers, whoſe Numbers in 
incxealed, ſeveral of the Inhabitan 
| inta 6 Seryich 
HE Pet were Franciſco de e Monte 
who Was afterwards, the King's Lieutenant i 
o de Soto gel 7 "oro, Garci = 


2  Sedens, and other Perſons of 'Di 


N 


. 


inction and Fortune, w who very n much dde 
to. the Reputation of the Enterprize, ind com 
Pleated the Equipment. of the Fleet. Thel 
Preparations. took up: ſome Days: But as Co orte! 
knew not how to be idle t wy Tine! he ſai 
there, he commanded. the, Artillery” to. 

brought on Shore to be, cleane d and Pro of 
ordering the Cannoniets to oblerye cxadly 
how far each Gun would carry; and as ; thet 
Was great Mos of Cotton khereabouts, 1 
| king a ſufficient Quantity 
defenſix _ Theſe were a kin ad of wil 


hat; . uttle Cocos, flitched. 8 „ 
totfis; Was a better Defence chan Iron againſt 
he Atrows and Darts of the ludiums fr the 
oft t their Force by the weak Reſiſtanet they 
with, and were like wiſe binder d From * 5 5 
lane from one Man to another. zie? 
"NM the fame Time he rercife his 1 


the Managementof their Pikes Heeaughe - 
hem How: to form a Battalion, and file off in 
Nürr 3 how to charge, and how to ſeize a 
aſtructing them both by Voice and Ex- 
. in the Rudiments of War; after the 
Manner of the great Captains of Antiquity, | 
who by feigned Battles and Affautts, 
ew Beginners the military Art. Which Prac- 
ice, in Time of Peace, was in ſo much Ef. 
eem among the Romans, that from this æind 
of Exerciſe they gave their Armies the e 
df Exercitußx. 
Wirg the like Diligence ont: Ardpr 
ent on with the reſt of his Preparations :| But 
hen every one was rejoicing at the Approach 
of the Day appointed for their Departure, C ĩ 
per de Gar nica, a Servant of Velaſquea, arti- 
ed at the Havana, with freſh Orders to Pe- 
dro de Baba, expreſly enjoining him to diſ- 
poſſeſs Cartes of the Command of the Fleet, 
and to ſeiid him Priſoner with a good Con- 
voy; 1 him ſhow highly he had been diſ- 
N d 


kim to underſi d how much e 
"Ws wrote to "Din 4 


—— 
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ſince he who firſt entruſted this Enterprize u 
his Conduct, was now going to diſcard h 
hly injurious to his Honour 
and freed him from the Scandal of Ingratirude 
u from him the Favour for which he 
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V XIII. „ 
Feu a redlves not to put himſelf in th 
Power of Velafquez: The juſt Motives of 
this Reſolution : With what further paſ#4 
Fill the Time of the Fleet's ſailing from tht 
Havana. = eee x 
'LTHOUGH Cortes' was - a Man of 
great Spirit, he could not help being 
ſhock'd with this new Attempt, which touch 
him the more ſenſibly, by how much the leb 
it was expected; for he thought Yelaſques 
had been ſatisfied with the Aſſurances . had 


been given him by all in their Anſwer to hi 


r 


But being rel of his Obſtinacʒ 
new Orders, he began, with leſs Temper, “ 
think of taking care of himſelf. On che ons | 3 
Side, he ſaw himſelf applauded and eftemũůlrl! 
by all Who followed him; and on the 


cgraded, and condemned to Priſon ne a Cri _— 


_ - 


| He acknowledged 9 
prog ſome Money 1 in fitting out 32 


but . the "greateſt Part of thi 
he? Soldiers wete rais d upon their Credit. "Bt 2 
revoly'd in his Mind all the Circumſtances f 
the Injury done him; and conſideri ig the Slights . 
he had hitherto ſuffered, he grew angry with +3 
himſelf, and, not Withöut Reaſon, blamd his 
own Patience; for this Virtue paſſing N _— 
the Bounds aſſign d to it by Reaſon, degene- ' 2 
rates into Memneſs of Spirit and Inſcnſiblluy. © - Þ 
He was alſo concerned for the Ent .- 
which he foreſaw would entirely miſtarry, if 
he quitted the Conduct of it; but that which 
moſt ſenſibly affected him, was the Wound 
given to his Honour, which {to thoſe who un- 
ſtand its Value) is dearer than Life itſelf. 
' Upron' theſe Reflections, and this Occaſion | 
of Reſentmetit; Cortes took his firſt Reſolu- 
tion of breaking with Velaſe Wheneeir 
appears how little Juſtice —.— de Herrera 
has done him, by — this Breach in the 
City of St. Fago, at a Time when he had juſt 
ng ular Obligations. But we 
ſhall adhere to what is related by Bernal * 
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Putation. 0 | L 
Avery ſenſible 
ribyino;Means cn eal what, de 
for Examples: are as uſef 

orred, as to alluxe, us to thefimi 
tue: But it argues a wrong; 8 
to put 13 


* 


natur d Conjocti ares, is a Fa l 2 
2 — wi have read 
-with an Ambinon to. imitate, ther, which 
Reality is inimitable, and fancy they enter ii 
the Spirit of that Author, when they put 4 
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Sas h Are generally Eneihies t ei 
oiokiti6hs, 'tclblyed f provide For 
NG nai MILE 0 
 Ocaſion nende Age, Lee Ele, $6- | 
ore Petro de Barba Nd dtteräged O-PUD- 
ſh the. Order lic” Had gilt Hrn, ne Wale 
te o Leu ry Tor Che Ewe, Wi 
"Obes, whoſe Fidelity ne inpbeesd ve 
ach, on Account of tige Efforts tic 9 
b de chölen Cötiimander in CHief in Hs Rb- 
bnce :' He "therefore "6rdered Him“ to enbark 
immediately Un Board ohe ef the Weſſels, und 
d make ate beſt of his Way to CHs, 
Settlement ſttilate on he e Side: f 
ape” St. Aurum, tO take in ſbhie Proviſions 
hich he had dttected to be Cartied to that 
lace, and there to wait his Arrival, with the 
"of the Plex.” Cortes aſſiſted in putting 
is Order in Execution with his uſual Dili- 
ene afid Calttitiefs; and by'this means get 
quickly rid of'a Petſori'who might have given 
me Oppoſition to his Deſgn. He wentitheh 
o viſit Juan Velaſurs de Leevn, Vor he 
aſily brought ovef t̃o his Thtereſt/ being mm- 
elf not a little diſpleaſed v with the Proceedings 
df his Relation, and ithal more tractable,” and 


pt leſs Artifice daf Diego' iy Or. | 


j 


Having 


Hay ins tabeg theſe Pr 
bimfelf to the Soldiers, a 6 
— 5 i that 


4 
1 
A 


in 


2 * 


e, of allillng him, but e 
the N of expreſſing. e e 
"fect. of the Obligations they h. 

2 reſt W in 1 Behalt wit 


„%% 7b 


Cauſe may ſuffer 
es I the Multirade.” 102.4 £115 88 
Bur Pedro de Barba apprehending the 
Conſequences of not appeaſing this Tumult 
Time, went to Cortes, and ene pi 
lickly with him, quieted all i: 
declaring aloud, That he did not [delign 
execute the Order of Vela ue, or t 
any Share in ſo great an Injuſtice. I his 
all their Threats into Acclamations: And 
preſently ſhewed the Sincerity of his Inte 
ons, by publickly diſpatching Caſper 4 E 
nica with a Letter to Velaſquez ; in which 
told him, That this was not a Time to 
Cortes, who was too well attended to 
himſelf be ill treated, or to be reduc'd to 
dience by Violence. He repreſented to lil 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the Fetment his On 
had occaſioned among the Soldiers, and 
Danger the Town had been in by the G 


r 


motion; and concluded his Letter will! 


ng. on N 25 05 
33 . not be & compa d either 


, rg hls 7 
Tat s Affair being over, Cortes 0 

is ts to haſten his Departure; which 
found neceſſary, in order to quiet the Minds 
the Soldiers, Ne here diſturb d afreſ by 
Report that Velaſques reſolyd to come 
Perſon, and put his dees in Execution. 
is faid that he had form'd this Deſign; in 
ich he would have run a very great Riſque, 
hout ſueceeding: For Authority is but a 
2 ons when oppos d both to Reaſon 


CHAP. XIV. 


rtes names the O fiicers of his F leet ; Parts 
rom the Havana; and arrives at the Iſle 


Cozumel, where he muſters his Troops, 
nd animates his Soldiers to the U nder- 


. | 
| Brigantine of moderate Burden : having | 
joined the ten Veſſels which com- 
ed his Fleet, Cortes diſtributed his Men 
d eleven 8 putting one on Board 
h Veſſel; ed for Captains Juan Ve. 
ques de La an, on - Porto- 


Vol. I. | = Carrero, 
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ier Who had Tghaliz Himſelf in the Wan. 
muy, ind chöſe Tor his eflief Pilot Hmi 
two Voyages of Franciſco F. — 


ſingular Foreſight, he provided againſt Coat 


and Hernan Cortes, as the firſt Act 
Command, gave the Word Ft. Peter, Po 


„„ : 11% 


32 2 5 2 e wei 


ibs 4 One, 


e msec 5 
AF the Corman of 8 Capit ma \ 
Ky the' Cute of the Brig antinlie td 
M Notes. The Commun” of the Artilitd 
lie beſtow d wpeh Franciſco de Oroxco, 20 


He flaniuns, Man df Experience in 2 
Seas, Having Kr in the fame Quality. I 


Cordova and 2 de Grijalva. He are | 
Tiffruaions för his Officers; wherein, 


gencies; and the Day of Embarkation bei 
come, they celebrated a Maſs of the Holy 
with great Solemnity, at Which all the Solgit 
very devoutly aſſiſted, recommending to 
the Beginning of an Eater rize, the Succeß 
Which they expected from his divin nn 


acknowledging him the Patton of 'this PF 3 
ditidn, as he had been of all his Actions * 


His Childhood. After which he ordered bh 
Aro de Alvart 
in ſearch of Diego de Ordas, in Guanicalt 


240 to ſail for the North 6," W 


And after they WA joined; to Wait for the 2 


od es e to e tbe 5 — 

a caſe chey ſhould be ſepi by Mbontrarx 

Vinds, or any ther Accident to tand 3 
| de Mg of Cv e, diſcover d by Fats 

4 alva, which was but little 3 
antbrhey weren ſcatch of, eee 

rbpogd t0:confiderand reſolve on-what ho 
e eg Ip CENTER errors 


11 % 


xpeigco: 1 . n 1575 1181 


as favourable, 


chich put them an great! Diſorder; and when 
he Night came, the Ships were obliged to 


rd moſt, a Break of the Sea carrying away 
e Rudder, whereby he Was in great Hazard 
f being loſt He fired ſeveral (Guns as a Sig- 
of Difttels, Which gave extreme Concern 


danding their own Danger, were: alarm d at 


im, ſometimes healing up againſt Wind arid 
dea, and then again giving way to their Vio- 
ence. But the dtotm ended with the Night; 
nd as ſoon as they had Light enongh to diſtin- 


IN. Ae ee! amn the nee the- 
oth of fiebraat 564519 The Wind at firſt 
ut did not Iong continue fo; 
at Sun - ſet there aroſe a furious Storm, 


-parate, that they might 2 foul on each 
wa and to put right before the Wind. The 
hip chat Frawciſce de Morla commanded-ſuf- 


o the teſt" of — who, notwith- 
is, and did all that was poſſible to kcep near 


wiſh Objects, Carter Was the Htſt Who came 
Þ i * iinDapger, the reſt following | 
F = - | his 


* n 
9 


Wan * 


m4 
9 
7 3 8 
1 7 
4 4 F 


4 in! lauch of Dite : Hi Dries ; diſcing 

y Dayebreak chat tlie lame Storm had fil 
. into the Gulph a great Way farthan 
he imagined: For in order to keep cleat off 
Shore, he had been oblig d to put out _ 
open Sea, as leaſt dangerous. The Pilot 
by his Compaſs and Chart, that he Was f 
very far from the Courſe preſerib d to him 
was at ſuch a Diſtance from the-Cape Sts! 
ronio, that his Return would have "beck V 
difficult; wherefore he propoſed it, as 
adviſcable, to ſail directly for the. Ifle f 
Zumel. Alvarado left it to his own Choi 
repreſenting to him the Order of Cortes i 
ſuch a Manner, as look d very like diſpen 
Witte it. Hereupon they aue their 

ge; and arrived at the Iſland two Days bel 
the Fleet. They landed with a Deſign toll 
themſelves i in a ſmall Town near the 
| Holi known to the Captain, and fome.of 
Soldiers, ſince the Voyage of G . 
they found it deſerted: For the 2 0 
on the firſt Notice that the Spaniards. 
landed, abandon'd their Houſes, retiring fa 
within the Country, with what poor! 
ables they had, ſuch light Baggage ging 
Obſtruction to their Flight. | 

PEDRO de Alvarado was a young! ; 
ot * and Valour, well e for4 


Ki 


w 


DC le Ee 


8 ling, any thing but Inaction u 
d march, and take a View of the inner Part 
F the Iſland, and at little more than 4 League 3 
iſtance they found another Town forſaken in 


iſhed. as the former; for here were ſ 


ized as Spoils of an Enemy; and in a Tem- 
e of one of their Idols they found divers 
wels, which ſerved. to adorn it, and ſome 
ſtruments for ſacrificing, made of Gold, 

lixed with Coppe 
alue, they took away. This Expedition did by 
> means promote the Service they were up- 


„but, on the contrary, frighted the Indians, 
d croſdd, the Deſign of gaining their Friend- 
ip. Pedro de Alvarado grew ſenſible, (tho 
do ate) that he had — a falſe Step, and 
tired to his firſt Poſt, having taken three 
riſoners, two Men and a Woman, who not 
ing able to cſoape, ſurrender d without ny 
ppoſition. 

Tas next Day Cortes 1 with the 
hole Fleet, having ſent to Diego de Ordag, 


t Cape Sr. Antonio, to join him, ſuf 


it prov'd, that the Storm would hinder AL 
arado from executing his Orders; and tho 
wardly well pleaſed to find him there in 


aicty, he commanded the Pilot to be impri- 
1 ſioned, 
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taken Notion;. rang "while, 1 was, - 
ld . be Vitr: J 


e in a Soldier; and therefore qrdefed his Men. 


"ny - fame. — i but not ſo entirely cath 


9 5 q 


loaths and Proviſions, which the, Soldiers 


r, which though of ſmall 


petting, _ 


ow 


| infornied the ow ma 


ke fer a 
fling Prefents EY thete? 
Tokens ef Amity might induee them to iy 
aſide'the Fear they had conceived; / . 
Fur Spaniards e 

where they reſted three Days, without mat 
ing any farther, that they f She, not oy 
any Diſturbance among ' 
which Cortes muſtered Bis 


ed and bet $ 
diers, ſixteen Horſe, and of Mechanicks, Pile 
and Matintts, an. hundred and Hine men 
beſides two” lains, the 
Diaz, and Father Bartholom? de 
Regular of the Order ef our Lady He l 


ced, who accompanied Cortes to the | 


the Eni , 


ITI E Muſtet being over, bee 0 1 


pal Soldicts; and taking Bis 
of them, he ſpok 


— 


N 


daß 5 een I daa U Friends oy Dem. 
ae the good Fortune ut has broughe 
r in this Illaad, the 3 5 


It 15 is his of FA 
. i e e IR ler- 
take the enge of unknown 1 5 
and the Almighty, in fighting our Cauſe, will 
fight his TE. I have no Deſign to 
the Danger of the Undertaki ing: We are to 
expect bloc V Engagements, incredible Fa- 
tigues, an ech Multitudes of Enemies, 
© that it Will require all your Valour to ſuſtain 
* their Attacks: Beſides theſe, t We Want of 
Neceſſaries, Inglemencics of eather, and 
« difficult Marches, will exerciſe your Patience, 
* which is agcounted a ſecond-rate Valour, 
and ſhews as much 7 an of Spirit as the 
* firſt; for very often in War, Patience brings 
that to bear, which Force could not. By 
« this Hercules gained the Name of Invin- 
« cible, and 5 Exploits were called Lalaurs. 
© You have been accuſtomed to ries! and to 
8 eh in thoſe. Iflands, which you have al- 
* ready conquered : Our preſent „ 
is of greater Importance; we muſt purſue 
« it with anſwerable Vigour, and F 
* our Reſolution to . Difficu 


80 „ 


2 lere of the Mou ly 


: . cher 5 3 e giving to unte r and 
_ that to find her, even after we have ga 
| = the Top of the Mountain, we muſt 4% 
igher. We are but few in Number, bi 
nion multiplies Armies, and in our Agrtc 
< ment conſiſts our greateſt Strength. Wi 
„ muſt, my Friends, be all of one Mind 
1 reſolvę, and as one Hand to execute: Ou 
e © Intereſts ſhould be the ſame, and the G Glon 
of Conqueſt o 75 to be equally char 
among us: The Valour of every one in par 
ticular, muſt eſtabliſh the Security of alli 
general. I am your Commander, and wil 
be the firſt to hazard my Life for the meant 
of the Soldiers. Your Care ſhall be to fol 
© low my Example rather than my Orden 
* and I can aſſure you that I find in myſelfy 
Courage ſufficient to undertake the Cons 
«. queſt of the whole World: My Heart even 
< flatters me with this Hope an I know not 
what extraordinary Impulſe, the moſt pro: 
e miſing of all Preſages. To. conclude; "Jet 
* our Words be os ar by Actions; "2nd 
<« let not this Confidence of mine be thought 
ce Temerity, ſince it is fo yell ſupported by 
* you, from whom I expect every Thing that 
- is wanting in myſelf. * 
Tuvs did he perſuade and animate hb 
Men; when Notice came, that ſome Judi 
were ſeen at a little Diſtance.” And aith 


tho' they 


/ 


55 * 
N 
$f — 4 ba hs N 

. 9 


tdet, without Bear of Drum, tand 
ſtand vverd behind their Lines, till they ſaw wh * 
ain ier they drew near, and with what DO; 


ortes potiſtes the Tnbabitants F Cozuniel: : 
He Habs des 4 Friendſhip with the Ca. 
æique; overthrows their Idols; begins to 
introduce the Goſpel; and endeavours in 
vain to recover ſome Spaniards, who were 


HE Indians who were in ſmall Troops, | 
ſeemed to be conſulting among the 
-lyes, and watching the Motions of the Sou- 
:ards, whoſe Poſture carrying no. Appear- 
nce of Hoſtility, cncourag'd the boldeſt amon 
hem to draw near by little and little; and 
heſe receiving no ill Treatment, were fol- 


o owed by the more fearful, ſo that ſome of 
ehem ſoon enter d the Camp; where they were 
ano favourably received by Cortes, and by all, 


hat they called to the reſt of their Compa- 
ions. There came great Numbers that very 
Day, and mingled among the Soldiers with 


much Familiarity and Confidence, ſcarce diſ- 
covering the leaſt Surprize, which ſtrongly 
arzued that they were a People accuſtomed to 
ey conyerſe with Strangers. There was an Idol 


% 


Hu 


* 

neral received him with 
rely; and, by his In onto 
tor the Viſu, with an Off of hixewn Feb 
— and chat «wy ogg 'To wii 

e Cazique rep erte 
Friendſhip offer d, and as a Man who | 
dow to preſerve it. One, among me 
dians who pl. him, was heard 
— bad Manner the Name of © 

z and Cortes, whoſe Attention nothi © 

=» yp ever divert from his main Point 
ſerved the Word, and commanded the ir 
preter to inquire into the Meaning of it. 1 
Remark, . gh ir emi they acetal 


Vs * * 5 1 e 
a 3 N N 
„„ 4 


© . Indians ſaid, LET. 
reſembled certain Priſoners who were in To 


i'd ee them are engage them = 


Kink whore | 


d 
t Way would N to them; fer 
hat enden teming to releaſe them by Force of 
rms would expoſe them to the Hazard” of 
xcing maſſacred by their Maſters. Cortes em- 
xac'd his Advice, with Admiration to find ſo 
nuch Senſe and Policy in — 
hole Rank though inconſi- 

lerable, muſt have taught him marac 

what they call Reaſon of State. 

Hr immediately gave Orders to Diego de 
Ordaz to fail with his Veſſel and Company 
to the Coaſt of Tucatan, by the ſhorteſt Cue 
from the Iſle of Cel, (which might be 
about four Leagues over) where he was to land 
the [ndiaxs appointed by the Cazique for this 


Parpoſe. They carried a Letter from Cortes - . # 


to the Priſoners, together with ſome Trifles 

for their Ranſom, and Ordes was conmanded 

to ſtay eight Days for-them, in which Time 

ep. undertook to return with an 
wer. 


3 


5 


A. . 


"dive; bares feenreithe Inhabitants & nt 

inſulted.” He told his Men, That they 
Ae row unable to defend £ 
Sincerity they held; ol it 

g to good Treatment in Return, and 
their ener was ſuch as gave no Ti 
to A varice: That they were not to 
that ſmall Spot of Ground any other Wal ali 
. than a good Reputation: e And do not t 

<, (added he) that the good Character you! 0 
c acquire here will be confined wicking 
“e narrow Limits of this miſerable Iſland 3'S 
« the: Concourſe of Pilgrims, who, as 50 
« have been informed, are accuſtomed to g 
< ſort hither from all Parts, will carry 
* Name to diſtant Countries, where the G 
<. rater of Humanity and Juſtice will bejal 
* ſignal Uſe to facilitate our Deſigns; andy 
<« this. means we. ſhall meet with leſs Opps 
c ſition in Countries where more is tobe 
4 gained.“ By ſuch Diſcourſes as theſe, he kept 
the Soldiers within Bounds. . He was always 
accompanied by the Cazique, and great Num 
bers of Indians, who ſupplied him with PI 
viſions, and exchang d Gold for Glaſs Beads 
believing that they — d the Spaniards, 
and could never purchaſc thoſe Toys at too 


dear a Rate. | M1. lp 


— 
 _ 


| uſe- of in our: 
Reaſon. The & 
Concourſe of aer, at the Tapis 
the midſt of them a Prieſt, diſtinguiſhed 
the reſt; by à certain Ornament, or Part of a 


8 * 


Covering; which ſcarcely: hid his. Nakedneſs. 
He — to preach, and to perſuade them 


r 


44 


tremely ridiculous; for he gave himſelf the 
Airs of a Preacher, with all the Gravity and 
Authority, of which a Man dreſſed — ſuch 
a Manner was capable. Cortes interrupted 


ö 
5 


% -2 
- 
» 1 - wht $y 2 N % ö « 


to ſomething, by a Tone and Actions ex- 


him; 


* 


„ oy 


— 


| Kew Pim dhe Frter or dis e, ant" 


gtinſents as were accomm 
5 ing to be conſcious of his o. Ignorance 
municate the Affair to the Prieſts, With I 


fetence was the bringing before rde, na 
ton, who all made loud Odtcries, Which 


niſfhment upon the Attempt. Cortes wWa8² N 
cens d at their Menaces; and the Soldiers gut- 


Th c the Cbriſtius Religion, by fuenf 
odated to H Cal 


city, but ſo convincing, chat ee , 


_ Gonfountdced, and would not renate tote 8 2 


any Ariſwet, as Having flifficient Under 


recovcted himfelf, and deſited Leuve t G 


e left the Authority to decide abſolutely if 
Matters of Religion. The Reſult of tis CU 


veflerable Preacher, with others of his 


expfaind by the Interpreter, Were Proteh 
tions on the Part of Heaven; thoſe whol 
mould be ſo audaeieus as to Hiſturb the Wel 
ſhip of their Gods, denouncing immediate x 


ſing his Intention from his Looks; immediateh 
artacked their Idol, overturning the Altar, atk 
breaking it in Picees, with ſeveral other; 1d6ls 
of a-ſmaller Size, placed in different Niches 
The Indians were aſtoniſhed at the Sight of this 
Deſtruction; but as the Heave ens were ſerent, 

| and 
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pt, and ee 
ods. * thisPeſſion «ag 


Co Zeal and Diligence. The To Wie, 
1405 was ſaid at that Altar, where the Ca- 
ue, accompanied by his Indians, aſſiſted 
vun ' binde chm ipoked like: Devotions and 
perhaps it naturally flow'd\ from thiat 
ich is ĩtprintet on tho Mind by out Holy 


eremonies, or was a ſupermatural Effoct of 


he ineffable . contain in that Sacri- 


fice. n AA, 2 : 425 5 


Tus did Cortes em 8 his Time and his 
Soldiers, during the Term of eight Days, 
which he had allowed Diego de Ordag to 


ſtay for the Jpanrards, who were Priſoners 
in Tucatun; but he teturned to the Ifland 


without bringing any Account either of 
them, or the Indians who were ſent in queſt 


of them. Cortes was highly diſpleaſed; but 
believing the Barbarians had —— him hy 
falſe Intelligence, in order to gain the Preſent 


he had ſent for their Ranſom, of which, they 


ſeemed ſo extremely fond, he did not care 
any longer n his Voyage, or to impart 


his 


£55 
* 


＋ 


to the- Carique. 


-he : Would 


pay them a Reſpect U 
in the Truth, he ſhould bee y "ay 9 
to do it from better 
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Cortes fate his Vi 47 an 4 
dent — himſelf 22 to return t64 
_w_ Iand. Geronimo de Aguilar, ml 
73 had bern Priſoner in Vucatan, Ari 
during his Stay there, and gives an 
Count of his C. aprivity.. 
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ORTES put to. Seas, * 
follow the ſame Courſe which Jud 
_ had-done before, and to diſcoyertl 
Countries from which he had retired, by 
"ſcrupulous an Obedience to the Orders heh 
' receivd. The Fleet had the Wind af 
and all were overjoy'd at the proſperous I 
ginning of their Voyage, when an unexpeds 
Accident gave them great Uncaſineſs. 70 
de Eſculante fired a Gun, and the reſt of 
Commanders, caſting their Eyes toward h 
- obſerv'd that he followed with Difficuly 


4 


| 


" 


ving tha is. 88 t Sar Action, 
gns of Ne Veneration paid them by theſe 
ie Cleanneſs of the Temple, 
es they had burned, beſides _ 


lowers and 

rned the Al 

or the Care 

he Indian Was 
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been an Inſtance of his extraordinary Cor 


that the Image and Altar had ſtood undemi | 


liſh'd for no longer a Time, at po molt, th 


two or three Hours. IETF ET: Wo 
THE Accident that thus u i Vo 


age of Cortes deſerves a particular Reman 


being an Event that may be rank'd with Thin 


depending on Fortune, and yet carrying i 


Appcarance of ſomething more than of 
zard, or Chance. They Who ſaw. the Cou 
of tlicir Voyage ſtopp'd, and a Ship ready 
founder, could conſider it no otherwiſe th 


as a Misfortune which very ordinarily h. ha | 


pens : But whoeycr will reflect that the f 
Time that was neceſſary for the refitting tl 


Ship, was no leſs neceſlary for the Arrival 


a Chriſtian Caprive at that Iſland, Who hi 


been Priſoner in Tacatan, ſufficiently inſtrul | 


ed in the different Languages of thoſe Pcoplii 


to ſupply the Want of an Interpreter, and tha 


he was aftcrwards one of the principal] Inf 
ments of this Conqueſt, cannot attribute 
this to Fortune, but muſt own the Hand 
Providence in a very extraordinary Mannet. 
I RxEx were four Days refitting the Veld 
and on the laſt, as they were going to e 
bark, they diſcovered, at a Diftance, 4 
noe, which was croſſing the Gulph of [Tur 
tan, and ſtood directly for the Iſland. Tha 
quickly perceived that ſhe was filled with arms 
Indians, and were ſurprized at the Diligend 
they uſed to come up, without ſhewing an! 


Fear of the Fleet. Cortes being informed 0 
a thi 
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lis, gave nden to 1 de — * e 
dimfelf in Ambuſcade near the Place at which 
he Canoe was to land the Indians, and to 
icover their Deſigns. Andres de Tapia took 
is Poſt accordingly, where he could not be 
en: But finding they came on Shore with 
heit Bows and Arrows, he ſuffer d them to 
ass by him a little way from the Coaſt, and 
hen cut off their Retreat. As ſoon as the 
Indians diſcovered him, they fled; but one 
mongſt them ſtopp'd: the reſt, and advancing 
hree or four Paces, pronounc d With a be. 
Voice, in the Caſtilian Tongue, that he was 
Chriſtian. © Andres de 7. apia received him 
vith open Arms; and full of Joy for his good 
ortune, conducted him to the General, fol- 
lowed by the Indians, who. appeared to be 
he Meſſengers left by Dzego'de/Ordaz upon 
the Coaſt of 7% Hi, The Chriſtian had no- 
thing to cover him, except juſt enough to hide 
his Nakedneſs. On one of his Shoulders he 
bore his Bow and Quiver ; and over the other 
was thrown a Mantle like a Cloak, in one 
Corner whereof was tied our Lady's Office, 
which he immediately ſhew'd the Spaniards, 
aſcribing to his Devotion the good Fortune of 
ſceing himſelf again amongſt Chriſtians. He 
made his Compliments very awkardly, not 
being able to forbear his new Manner, or to 
deliver what he had to ſay, without intermix- 
ing with his Spaniſh ſome Terms that. were 
not underſtood. Cortes careſsd him extreme- 
ly; and covering him with the Coat he had 
| G3 - = 
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On, informed himſelf in general who he wall 
and afterwards gave Orders to have him cio 
ed, and regaled. | He publiſhed it among 
Soldiers, as a ſingular Felicity both to himk 
-and the Undertaking, that he had redeemed 
Chriſtian from Slavery, having no other M 
tive in View at that Time than pure Charity, 

THis Man was called Ferom de Aguili 

a Native of Ecija, where he had received Ik 
con's Orders; and, according to the Accou 
he afterwards gave of Bis Adventures, had be 
near eight Years in that miſerable Slave 
He was ſhipwreck'd in a Caravel upon the Flt 
of the Alacranes, as he was paſſing from Dl 
rien to the Iſland of Ct. Domingo, and eſcani 
ing in the Boat with twenty more in Con 
pany, was driven upon the Shore of Tacata 
where they were taken, and carried to a Caut 
try of Caribee Indiuns, whoſe Cazique imm 
diately cull'd out the beſt-fed amongſt the 
to offer them to his Idols, and after wards 
fcaſt on the wretched Remains of the 
fice. One of thoſe who were reſerved: f 
another Occaſion, by Reaſon of their Lea 
neſs, was this Ferom de Aguilar: They ule 
him very rigorouſly, but at the ſame Time! 
humanly feaſted him, that he might be in be 
ter Plight to furniſh a ſecond Banquet : Aman 
ing Prutality! deteſtable to Nature, and not i 
be related without Horror! Aguilar made 
Shift to eſcape out of a wooden Cage, it 
which hc was confin'd ; not ſo much to- fait 
his Life, as to ſeek an kind of Dr 
An 


book 1. Conqueſt of Mexico. 85 
nd wandering ſeveral Days at a Diſtance from, 
| Settlements, without any other; Nouriſh-/ 
gent than what the Herbs of the Field afford- 

„he fell into the Hands of certain [ndians;: 
ho preſented him to their Cazique, an Enemy 
d him from whom Aguilar had made his: 
ſcape. This Maſter uſed him with more Hu- 

hanity, either in Contradiction to the other, 
Ir perhaps becauſe he had a real Averſion to 
Wis Crucltics. | Aguilar ſerved him ſome Years, 


bel inning through different Fortunes in this new 
* Pavery : For at firſt: he oblig'd him to work. 
Fl; cyond his Strength; but afterwards treated 


im better, being ſeemingly pleas'd with his 
Dbedicnce, and eſpecially with his Modeſty 
of which the Spaniard gave ſome Proofs, 
ore admirable, than the Tryals of it are de- 
cnt to be related) ; for there is no Temper ſo 
arbarous as to be wholly void of the Regard 
ue to Virtue. - Accordingly the Cazique gave 
im an Employment ncar his Perſon, and 
{puilar in a little Time ard his kftcem. 


nd Confidence. ; 
Tals Cazique dying, made him to 


fo is Son, under whom he held the ſame Em- 
07 mcnt, and found a favourable Occaſion of 
LW creaſing his Credit; for the neighbouring 


-aziques making War upon him, he gained 
creral Victories over them by the Valour and 
onduct of Aguilar, who thereupon became 
lo great a Favourite both of Prince and People, 
ind was in ſo mueh Authority when he re- 


ccived the Letter from Cortes, that he could, 
. vi'ithout 


85 Te Rillory of the | 10 kt 
without Difficulty, treat for his Liberty, as thy 
Recompence of his Services; and offer, as hi 
own Gift, the Preſents which were ſent as 
Ranſom. 1 30 

Tus did Aguilar relate his Advent 
adding withal, that of the reſt of the Sani 
Priſoners, there remained alive only one Sailor 
born at Palos de Mogner, called Conga 
Guerrero ; that he had communicated to! 
the Letter of Cortes, and endeavour'd to brin 
him with him, but without Effect, he havin 
married a rich Indian, by whom he had thre 

or four Children, and excuſing· his Stay by hi 
Love for them, pretending natural AfﬀecQiol 
as a Reaſon why he would not abandon thok 
deplorable Conveniencies, which' with hin 
weighed more than Honour or Religion. M 
do not find that any other Spaniard, in thi 
whole Courſe of theſe Conqueſts, committe | 
the like Crime; nor was the Name oft 
Wretch worthy to be remember'd in thi 
Hiſtory : But being found in the Writings d 
others, it could not be conccal'd ; and his Et 
ample ſcrves to ſhew us the Weakneſs of Ns 
ture, and into what an Abyſs of EY a Ma 
may fall, when God has abandon'd him. 
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C HAN NLEE 5 f 
ortes proſecutes his Voyage, and arrives at 
the River of Grijalva, where the Indians 
oppoſe his Landing: He engages them, 
and diſembarks his Troops. WET 


HE Spaniards left this Iſland, the ſe- 
cond Time, on the 4th. of March, 
519; and, without any Adventure worthy of 
cmark, they doubled the Point of Catoche, 
WT hich, as. we have already ſaid, is the moſt 
olfaſtcrly Part of 7ucatan ; and following the 
coat, they came to the Road of Champaton; 
here the Queſtion was put, in a Council held 
n that Subject, Whether they ſhould land, 
rr not? Cortes inclined to the Affirmative, 
hat he might chaſtiſe the Indians for the Op- 
dofition given to Juan de Grijalva, and be- 
ore that, to Franciſco Hernandez de Cor- 
4%; and ſome Soldiers who had been pre- 
ent on both thoſe Occaſions, puſhed by a Spi- 
it of Revenge, ſupported his Opinion with 
xtreme Warmth : But the chief Pilot, and 
the reſt of his Profeſſion, oppoſed it with 
unanſwerable Reaſons; for the Wind that 
favour d the Continuance of their Voyage, 
directly oppos'd their landing in that Place: 
V' hereupon they purſued their Courſe, and 
arrived at the River of Erijalva. There was 
no Occaſion to deliberate here: for the good 
Treatment which the Spanzards had formerly 
LS - rea 
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receiv d from the Indians of Tabaſco, andi 


two powerful Attractives to carry them aſh6q 
of maintaining Friendſhip with the Inhaiß 


bent on the Dominions of Moteguma, 


able to begin with attacking the Head rathert 


Difficulty with his Forces entire. 


tering the River; and leaving the larger Ve 
ſels at an Anchor, he embark” d all his Soldif 
well arm'd, in thoſe of a ſmaller Size, and 
the Boats; and was beginning to make the b 
of his Way againſt the Current, in the fan 
Order as had been before obſerved by Fu 
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leaſt Sign of Hoſtility. He follow'd in tl 


was more ſolicitous to uſe the proper Mean 
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Gold at that Time brought from thence,” wy 


— 


and Cortes the more readily complied yi 
the Inclinations of his Soldiers, for the Sill 


”"—_ 


tants, although he had no Deſign to ſtay t 
many Days; for his Thoughts were continu 


which Juan ae Grijaſua had the firſt -/ 
count in this Province; it being his Opinig J 
that in this Sort of Expeditions, it was advif 


the Members, and ſo encounter the gra f 


As he had ſome Knowledge of this P 
by the Experience of thoſe Who had bi 
there before, he made a Diſpoſition for e 


de Grijalua, when he perceiv'd a confi dera 
Number of Canocs with armed Twin 
which covered both Sides of the River, fix 
potted by ſeveral other Bodies on the Shoꝶ 
Cortes drew near in cloſe Order, and com 
manded that none ſhould fire, or ſhew tit 


likewiſc the Conduct of Grijalva; for ii 
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md ſucceeding in his Enterprize, than to eval 
Wie Imputation of copying after another, Well 
hon nowing what Riſques they run, who value 
| vi emſelves upon finding out new Ways, with 
o other Deſign than to be diſtinguiſh'd from 
nh4 hoſc who went before them. The Indians 
the bought to put a Stop to the Sparzards by 
null becky horrible Outcrics : And as ſoon as they 
a, ere fo ncar, that what they ſaid could be 

t AWiſtinguiſhed, Ferom de Aguilar found that 


[no c underſtood their Language; which was the 
me, or little different from that of 7#cataen; 
nd Cortes look d upon it as the Work of 
ea rovidence, that he was furniſh'd with ſo good 
| in Interpreter. Aguilar informed him, that 
he Words he underſtood werc Menaces, and 
hat the Indians were inclin'd to War. Upon 
which Cortes ſtopp'd, and commanded him 
0 advance in one of the Boats with Offers of 
Peace. Aguilar executed his Orders; and 


that the Indians were in great Numbers pre- 
Warcd to defend the Entrance of the River, 
Wand ſo obſtinate in their Reſolution, that they 
had very inſolently refuſed ſo much as to hear 
him. Cortes had no Deſign to begin a War 
in that Country, or delay his Voyage; but 
finding that he was now engaged, he thought 


dangerous Conſequence to ſuffer this Inſolence 
of the Barbarians to go unpuniſhed. | 
Tax Night overtaking them in a Country 
unknown, Cortes thought it moſt adviſeable 
| to 


it would be diſhonourable to retreat, and of 
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returned in a very ſhort Time with an Account, 
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to lic by till Day ; and diſpoſing every Thin : 
after the beſt Manner he could for the Engage 
ment during this Suſpenſion, he commande 
all the Artillery out of the great Veſſels, an 
his Soldiers had Orders to arm themſelves wit 
their Cotton . Coats, for the better reſiſting q 
the Arrows; to which he added ſuch oth 
Directions as he judged neceſſary, without x 
preſenting the Danger greater or leſs than 
really was. He us d all poſſible Precaution 
ſecure the Succeſs of this firſt Action of hi 
Troops, well knowing of what Importance 
is in all Enterprizes to begin well, but eſpe 
cially in War, where a happy Beginning na 
only gives Reputation to an Army, but raiſy 
the Courage of the Soldiers ; it being peculia 
to the firſt Action to have a ſecret, but pow: 
ful, Influence on the Succeſs of thoſe that fo 
low. | 
As ſoon as the Day appeared, the Veſt 
were drawn up in a Hali-Moon,. whoſe Figuil 
leſſen d by Deerccs, till it ended in the Boaty 
the River being large enough to allow ſufficien 
Room for that Diſpoſition. Their Advand 
was very flow, and icemed to invite to Peace: 
But our Men ſoon diſcover'd the Canoecs 
the Indians, who waitcd their Coming in the 
ſame Order, and uſing the ſame Threats asthe 
Night before: The General commanded hi 
Men not to ſtir till they were attack'd ; telling 
them all, That they ought to uſe their Shield 
before they employ d their Swords, the Fuſtict 


of this War depending on the Provocation 0 
it, 


nin And being deſirous to have Reaſon Mill. 
ore on his Side, he ſent Aguilar a ſecond 
1088 nc to them with Offers of Peace; and to 


en formerly made with Juan de Grijalua; 
at to refuſe them Entrance would be a Breach 


hci: Way by Force of Arms; and that what- 
ever Damage they ſhould ſuſtain, muſt be i im- 
Wutcd to themſelves. 

ThE Anſwer to this e Propolal, was 
Die giving the Signal for the Attack. They 
Wdvancd by the Favour of the Current near 
Wnough to uſe their Arrows, of which they 
liſcharged ſo great a Number, both from the 
noes and the Banks of the River, that the 


ndeavours to cover themſelves; but having 


he Canoes quickly left the Paſſage free, and 
many of the Indians, intimidated by the 


e Ocaths of their Companions, flung themſelves 
oo into the River. Our Veſlels purſued their 
iy Way up the River, without further Oppoſi- 
nc tion, and approaching the Shore on the Left 


Side, the Troops began to land; but in a Place 
lo-marſhy, and covered with Brambles, that 
they found themſelves engaged in a ſccond 
Conflict; for the Indians, who lay there in 

Ambuſh, and thoſe who eſcaped from the En- 
| gagement 
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ure them, That this was a Fleet of their 
iends, who deſign'd their Advantage, and 
me on the Foot of that Alliance which had 


f it, and would oblige the Spaniards to open 


paniards were very much-embaraſs'd in their 


received the firſt Charge according to Order, 
they returned it with ſo much Vigour, that 
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gagement on the River, united in one > 
and renewed the Attack with extraordin 
Fury ; the great Quantity of Arrows, D 
and Stones, Which they diſcharged, increaſing 
the Difficulty of the Moraſs: But Herng 
Cortes, without ceaſing to fight, drew up hi 
Men; and thoſe Ranks which were formel 
making Head againſt the Enemy, covered tle 
_ of the Troops who were landing. 

 Havins formed his Battalion in Sight 4 
the Enemy, whoſe Nambers continually. in 

creas d, he gave Orders to Captain Alonſo D. 
vila to advance with an hundred Soldier 
thro the Wood, and poſſeſs himſelf of th 
Town of Tabaſto, the Capital of that Pro 
vince, not far diſtant from the Place of Action 
according to the Accounts of thoſe who hai 
been upon the former Expedition. Aﬀet 
which he immediately engaged that vaſt Mul. 
titude, forcing them back with equal Courage 
and Difficulty; for he was obliged very often 
to march up to the Knees in Mud: And ti 
faid, that in the Heat of the Engagement the 

General loſt one of his Shoes, and fought: 1 

great while without miſling it; fo thoroughly 

was his Attention employ d upon the Buſineſs 
of the Day. 

Arn the Jpantards had paſſed the M al 
the Indians gave Way, and diſappearcd in an 
Inſtant among the Buſhes. Their Flight was 
owing in part to their loſing the Advantage of 
Ground, and in part to their Concern for the 


Town of Tabaſco, upon their diſcovering the 
March 


6:6" "% 


o the Defence of that Place. 


/all generally uſed in the Indies, made of 
arge Trunks of Trees, fixed in the Ground 
ftcr the Manner of Paliſades, and ſo plac'd 
ogether, that there was Room between to 
liſcharge their Arrows. The Compaſs: was 
ound, "without any Traverſes, or . De- 
Fences ; and at the cloſing of the Circle, the 
Extremity of one Line covered the other, and 
formed a narrow winding Street, in which 
were two or three little Caſtles of W ood, 
which filled up the Paſſage, and wherein they 
were uſed to poſt their Centinels: A ſufh- 
cient Fortreſs againſt the Arms of this new 
World, where they were happily ignorant of 
the Arts of War, and of thoſe Methods to 
attack and defend, in which Mankind have 
been inſtructed, either by Malice or Neceſ- 

buy: . 4; | | 
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larch of Davila, as it preſently appeared by 
he great Multitudes that immediately epa | 


THE Town was fortified - with a kind of 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


The Spaniards” gain the Tron of Tabaſ 
Cortes ends out two hundred Men to vi 
the Country; who are driven back by f 
Indians, but ſbe great LVatour both an 
"os gagement and Retreat. 


0 R TE $-artived at e Town” 4 16 

' while before Alonſo Davila, Who 
been hinderd by ſome Marſhes and Lakez 
his Way; and having join'd his Troops to 
Battalion, and diſtributed among them prop 
Inſtruments for breaking down "the Palifadg 
(without giving time either to the Indian: 
recover themſelves, or to his own Soldiers} 
reflect on the Difficulty) gave the Signal to! 
gin the Attack, only ſtopping to lay, ce N 
Friends, here we muſt lodge this Niet 
This is the Retreat of thoſe whoni Vo 
“ have already conquered in the Field. Th 
« wcak Wall, that covers them, ferves to mi 
ce them a little more bold, but does not at 
ce to their Security: Let us follow the Victon 
« we have begun, before theſe Barbarians fa 
c oct their Cuſtom of flying before us, or ol 
« -longer Delay give them Time to record 
ce their Courage. As he ended theſe fei 
words, he drew his Sword ; and ſpeaking tit 
.reſt by his Example, advanc'd before them al 
and inſpir'd __ one with a Deſire of diſtin 
guiſning himſelt. 


Tub 


LY 
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Tux Soldiers went on together with equal 
Reſolution, and turning aſide a Shower Of Ar- 
Jows with their Shields, and even with their 
Swords, gained the Foot of the Paliſade ;z the 
ntervals "of Which were of Service at that 
ime for the Diſcharge of the Fire-Arms and 
roſs-· Bows, which quickly drove the Enemy 
rom their Poſt, and gave an Opportunity to 
hoſe who were not engaged to beat down a 

Part of the Paliſades. The Spaniards enter d 
vithout Difficulty, becauſe the Indiaus re- 
ired to the. inner part of the Town ; but it 
was ſoon perceived that they had ſtopped up 
the Streets with other Paliſades, where they 
again made Head, but with inal Effect; for 
they were embaraſs d by their own Numbers; 

and while ſome were retiring from one Work 
ro another, they put the reſt, who would have 
fought, into Diſorder. 

IN the Centre of the Town there was a 
large Space, where the Indians made their 
utmoſt Efforts ; but after a ſhort Reſiſtance, 
turn'd their Backs, and fled into the Woods. 
Cortes would not follow the Chace, that he 
might give his Soldiers Time to refreſh, and 
the Fugitives an Opportunity to ſuc for Peace, 
taking Counſel from their Defeat. 

Ins did the Spaniards gain Tabaſco, a 
large Town, and well provided for Defence; 
for the Indians had ſent away all their Families 
and Effects, and ſtored the Place with Pro- 
viſions: So that tho there was nothing found 
to gratify Avarice, there was nothing wanting 

which 
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which Neceſſity required. Fourteen or fiftel 
of our Men were wounded, and amongſt thenllif 
our Hiſtorian, Bernal Diaz del Caſtill 
whom I follow in what he relates of himſel 
fince it cannot be denicd but that he was 
valiant Soldier, and the Style of his Hiſto 
ſhews, that he underſtood a Sword better thy 
a Pen. In this Engagement died a confide 
able Number of Indians. Of the Woundy 
there was no Account, becauſe they took Cy 
to carry them off, it being a Point of Honoy 
amongſt them to conceal. their Loſs from th 
1 id 

THarT Nig he the Troops ie in thr 
Temples, ſi — in that Part of the Toy 
where they laſt engaged. Cortes went b 
Rounds, and poſted his Centinels with as mud 
Care and Exactneſs, as if he had had a Vetcralf 
Army of Encmies in view, well knowing thx 
a Man can never be too circumſpect in Wa 
where nothing is more dangerous than ta 
much Security, and Caution is as 8 
Valour in a Commander. 

THE next Day the Country appeared quit 
deſerted, and ſo far as the Eye could reach aft! 
there was not the leaſt Sign of an Enemy, 
was there any Noiſe to be heard : The neigh 
bouring Woods were ſearch'd, and found to 
be equally ſolitary. However, Cortes did no 


U 


think it proper to march out of his Quarter: 
This great Stilneſs made him ſuſpicious; av4and 
his Apprehenſions were increas'd, when he.unWpic 


derſtood that his Interpreter Melchior, Who diff 
came 1 
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me from Cuba, had deſerted that very Night, 
W-ving his Chriſtian Habit hanging on a Tree; 
Whoſe Informations might be of ill Conſe- 
uence to him among thoſe Barbarians, as it 
terwards appeared: For it was he that in- 
uc'd them to renew the War, acquainting 
em with the ſmall Number of our Soldiers; 
at they were not immortal, nor their Fire- 
rms Thunder and Lightning, as they ima- 
ind; the Dread of which had made them 
cfirous of Peace. But his Crime did not go 
ong unpuniſhed; for the ſame Barbarians, 
hom he had perſuaded to take up Arms, be- 
ig vanquiſhed a ſecond Time, teveng'd them- 
:lves on the Adviſer of the War, by making 
im a miſerable Sacrifice to their Idols. 

IN this Uncertainty, Cortes reſolved to 
end out Pedro de Alvarado, and Frantiſto 
je Lugo, each with an hundred Men, by dif- 
erent Ways to view the Couritry, with Or- 
lers, if they found an Army in the Field, to 
tire to their Quarters, without cngaging with 
inequal Numbers. This Reſolution was im- 
cdiately executed: And Franciſco de Lugo, 
after little more than an Hour's March, fell in- 
o an Ambuſcade of numberleſs Indians, who 
attacked him on all Sides; and that with ſo 
much Fury, that he was obliged to draw up 
his little Battalion into a Square, facing every 
Way. The Number of the Enemies increaſed, 
and the Spaniards began to be tired, when it 
un-WMplcaſcd God, that Alvarado, who had taken a 
ho different Road from his Companion, met with 
mn Vor. I. H a Marſh, 
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[a Marſh, which obliged him to tt Ade, an 
brought him where the Report of the Fi 
Arms gave him Notice of the Engsgtmen 
Alvarado marched ftrait to the Noile, al 
diſcovercd the Enemies Squadrons, at 4 Tix 
when our Men were in the utmoſt Diſtreſ 
He advanced with all the Haſte poſſible, utide 
Cover of a Wood, and ſending an Indian d 
Cuba to Cortes, to adviſe him of the Acili 
dent, drew up his Men, and fell upon til 
Enemy with ſo much Reſolution, that the 11M 
dians, ſurptized at the fudden Aſſault, left theuſf 
the Paſſage free, and without giving the H. | 
niards Time to br cak them, diſpersd of then 
ſelves. 

THis Succour gave Franciſco de Lugo O 80 | 
dicrs Time to breathe ; and as ſoon as the til 
Captains had joined their Troops, and double 
their Ranks, they charged another Battalion 
the Enemy, who ſtopp d up the Way to th 
Quarters, that they might exccute the Ord 
they had received to retreat. : 

HERE again they found Reſiſtance; but, il 
fine, they made Way through them with thc 
Swords, marching forward, tho” continyal) 
attack'd, and ſometimes almoſt borne dow; 
ſome fought while others took Breath; and 
whenſoever they mended their pace to gil 
Ground, they were charged by the whole Bod 
of the Enemy, who immediately, upon the 
facing about, got out of their Reach, retirin! 
with the ſame Swiftneſs that they attack'd; tht 
Motions of this great Multitude of BarbariavMll /: 

: re 
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reſembling the Rolling of the Sea, when the 
Waves are driven back by the Wind. 

ITE Spanzards had marched about three 
Quarters of a League, continually plying their 
Weapons, when Hernan Cortes appeared at a 
Diſtance, who, upon the Notice given him by 
Alvarado, was coming to their Relief, with 
all the reſt of the Troops. As ſoon as the In- 
dians ſpy d him, they made a Halt, giving 
thoſe they purſu'd Time to march off, and con- 
tinucd a while looking on, either by way of 
Threatning, or to ſignify that they were not 
afraid; yet afterwards they diſperſed in ſeveral 
ſmall Bodies, and left the Field to their Ene- 
mies. Cortes returned to his Quarters, with- 
W out cngaging farther, becauſe it was requiſite 
W to take care of the Wounded, being eleven in 
both Companies, of which Number two dicd, 
and this was reckon'd, at that Time, a very 
great Loſs. | 


[CT * 


CHAP. XIX. 


The Spaniards engage with a powerful Army 
of the Indians of: Tabaſco, and the Parts 


djacent. A Deſcription of their Manner 
7 fighting, and of the Victory obtain d by 


a 

0 

Cortes. 

8 O ME Priſoners were taken upon this Oc- 
caſion; and Cortes ordcr'd Ferom de Agui- 

lar to examine them ſeparately, to know het 

re: H 2 it 
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it was that thoſe Indians founded their Obſti- 

nacy on, and what Forces they had to ſupport i 
it. Their Anſwers differ'd in ſome Circum. 
- ſtances; but they agreed in declaring, That all 
the Caziques of the neighbouring Countries 
were ſummon'd to the Aſſiſtance of thoſe of 
Tabaſco; and that the next Day a very power. 
ful Army was to be drawn together to make 
an End of the Spaniards at once; of which 
Number the Body that had attack'd the two 
Companies under Franciſco de Lugo, and Pe. 
dro de Alvarado, was but a ſmall Detachment, 
This Intelligence gave Cortes ſome Uncaſ. 
neſs; whereupon he reſolved to call his Cap. 
tains together, and adviſe with them what was 
proper to be done. He laid before them % 
Difficulties in which they were engaged, their 
ſmall Numbers, and the great Preparations 
the Indians had made to deſtroy them, with. 
out concealing the leaſt Circumſtance-of what 
the Priſoners had declar'd. He then proceeded 
to conſider how far their Glory was concern d 
repreſenting to them their own Falour, the 
Nakeadneſs and Weakneſs of their Enemies, 
and how eaſily they had defeated them at Ti 
baſco, at their Landing; but above all he 
_ urged the ill Conſequences of turning thei 
Backs upon the Threats of thoſe Barbarians, 
the Report of whoſe Boaſts might ſpread as 
far as the Country they were going to, which 
would be a Diſgrace of ſo much Conſequentt, 
that, in his Opinion, they muſt either mtire- 
ly lay aſide the Enterprize of New Spain, or 
© CTY pH roceta 
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L procted no farther till they had either eſta- 
_ (liged Peace, or ſubdu d that Province; but 
Lat he only propoſed this as his Opinion, be- 
ins reſolved to act as ſhould be judged the moſt 
convenient. <7 — 
Thx very well knew, that this Deference 
of their General was no Affectation; for he 
always valu'd himſelf upon being fond of Ad- 
vice, and ſubmitting to that Opinion which 
was beſt, this being one of his moſt peculiar 
Qualities, and a ſufficient Proof of his Pru- 
dence : For a ſuperior Underſtanding is leſs 
diſcover'd by forming a good Argument, than 
by owning the Force of another's. In this 
Confidence every one gave his Opinion; and 
they all agreed, that it was not then practica- 
ble to depart that Country, till they had either 
reduced or chaſtiſed the Inhabitants. Where- 
upon Cortes proceeded to make the neceſlary 
Diſpoſitions for that Enterprize. He ordered 
the wounded Men to be carried on Board, the 
Horſes to be landed, the Artillery to be in. a 
Readineſs, and every Thing in Order by the 
next Morning, which was the Feaſt of the 
Annunciation of our Lady, memorable to this 
| Day in that Country, on Account of the Suc- 
cels of that Battle. 3 
As ſoon as it was Day, he contrived that 
all the Men ſhould hear Maſs; and giving the 
Command of the Foot to Diego de Ordas, 
he and the other Commanders mounted on 
Horſeback, and kept pace with the Artillery, 
which moved with much Dithculty, becauſe 
H 3 | the 
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the Ground was boggy and uneven. Tig 
drew near to the Place, Where, according \th 
the Information of the Priſoners, the Enemy 
Forces were to rendezvous, but found no dhe 
of whom they could get the leaſt Account, til 
coming to a Place called Cinthla, little les 
than a League from their Quarters, they dil 
cover d at a great Diſtance the Indian Army 
ſo numerous, and extending ſo far, that th . 
Eye could not reach to ſee the End of them. 
Wx will now deſcribe the Indian Manna 
of Marching, and Engaging, which may ſer 
upon all Occaſions in this Conquett, the- Ar 
of War being almoſt the ſame among all the 
Nations in New Spain. Moſt of their Wer 
pons wereBows and Arrows: The Bow-String 
were made of the Sinews of Beaſts, or of 
Thongs of Deer-Skin twiſted ; and their Ar 
rows, for Want of Iron, were headed with 
Bones ground ſharp, or Fiſh-Bones. They uſe 
alſo a kind of Darts, which ſometimes they 
threw, and at others they managed like a Pike, 
as Occaſion required. They had likewiſe long 
Swords, which they uſed with both Hands, 
as we do our Scimitars or Faulchions, made ef 
Wood, in which they fixed ſharp Flints. The 
ſtrongeſt of them had Clubs, pointed with 
e Flints. And there were Slingers, who threw 
Stones with great Force and skill. The de. 
fenſive Arms, which were only uſed by Com- 
manders and Perſons of Diſtinction, were Coats 
of quilted Cotton, ill fitted Breaft- Plates, and 
Shields of W ood or Tortoiſe- Shell, , adorned 
wit 
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ich Plates of ſuch Metal as they could get; 
tend ſome made uſe of Gold as we do of Iron. 
1 Che reſt were naked; and all of them de- 
Formed with various Dics and Colours w_ 
hich they painted their Faces and Bodies; 
leh artial Sort of Ornament, which they * 
ie of to ſtrike a Terror into their Enemies, 
my elicving that Uglineſs made them appear 


dreadful; as Tatitus relates of the Arii, a 
People in Germany, and remarks that an Im- 
preſſion on the Eye is the firſt Step to Victory. 
heir Heads were coycred with divers Plumes | 


Ive 
An of Fcathcrs, like Crowns, raiſed high to make 
he them appear taller. They had alſo warlike 


Inſtruments, and Muſick, with which they 
animated their Soldiers, and gave Signals; as 


o MM flutes made of great Canes; ca- Shells; and 
a Sort of Drums, made of the Trunk of a 
Tree, ſo hollowed, and made thin, that they 
of anſwered to the Stroke of the Stick a very diſ- 


pleaſing Sound, but ſeemed well ſuited to the 
Ears of thoſe People. | 
Taxy formed their Battalions of great Num- 
bers, without any Order; but had Troops of 
Reſerve to relieve where there was Occaſion. 


0 
ge They made their Attacks with great Fury, and 
th tcrrible Outcries, with which they thought to 


intimidate their Enemies; a Cuſtom which 
ſome have accounted among the Brutalities of 
thoſe Indians, without obſerving that it has 
been uſed by many antient Nations, and not 


1 WT <clpiſed even by the Romans: For Cæſar in 
his Commentaries commends the Cries of his 
h Yr 4 don 
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own Soldiers, and blames the Silence of thod f 


of Pompey ; and Cato the Elder was wont! 
ſay, that he had obtained more Victories 


the Cries of the Soldiers, than by their Sword 


both of them being of Opinion, that the Cri 
of the Soldiers proceeded from the Coury 
that was in the Heart. We do not argue wh 


ther this is a commendable Cuſtom, or naß 


but only ſay, it was not ſo barbarous in d 


Indians, as to be without Example in o 


Nations. Their Armies were compos d 
Natives, and ſeveral Troops of Auxiliaries fra 


the neighbouring Provinces, who came toi 


Aſſiſtance of their Confederates, being led 
their Caziques, or ſome Prime Indian ofthe 


Family. They were divided into Companig 
whoſe Captains led, but could ſcarce goa 


their Men; for, when they came to engag 
they were directed either by Fear or Rage, ; 


is uſual among ſuch Multitudes, being equal ; 


cager to attack, and to run away. 
Such was the Soldiery of the Indzans ; : 


after this Manner that Army, or rather * 5 
dation of Men, which ſeemed to cover all th 
Country, advancd towards the S paniari 
Cortes was ſenſible of the Danger he was uf 


yet did not deſpair of the Succels, but en 
courag'd his Soldiers with a cheartul Counte 
nance; and poſting them under the Shelter d 
a riſing Ground, which covered their Ren 
and placing the Artillery where it could 4 
moſt Execution, he ſtruck into a Wood wit 


his fifteen Horſe, advancing far into it, in orde 
to 
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ay out, and flank them; as Occaſion ſhould 
W-quire. As ſoon as the Indian Army came up 
ithin a proper Diſtance, they firſt ſhot their Ar- 
ows, and then fell upon the Spaniards with 
much Fury and Precipitation, that the Fire- 
cms and Croſs-Bows not being able to ſtop 
vin hem, they were obliged to make uſe of their 
words. Great was the Slaughter made among 
nem; and as they preſs'd on in Throngs, the 

WA rtillery deſtroy'd whole Companies; but they 
eere fo obſtinate, that as ſoon as the Ball was 
:o&a(s'd they cloſed again, and cover'd the Loſs 


hrowing Handfuls of Duſt into the Air, that 
the Spaniards might not ſee thoſe who fell, 
or hear their Lamentations. | 
= Ditco DE ORDAZ repaircd to all Parts, 
acquitting himſelf both as a good Captain and 
a valiant Soldier: But the Enemies being fo 
very numerous, the Spaniards had enough to 
do to ſtand their Ground ; and the Inequality 
of their Strength began to appear, when Cartes, 
who could not come ſooner to the Aſſiſtance 


to paſs, ſally d forth from the Wood, and fell 
upon all that Army, breaking through the 
thickeſt of their Battalions, and doing ſuch 
Execution with Ris Horſe, that the Indians, 
wounded, and trodden under Foot, thought 
of nothing but getting from them, throwing 
away their Arms, as an Obſtacle to the Swift- 
neſs of their Flight. 


DIEGO 


hey had ſuſtain d, making loud Cries, and 


of his Men, by reaſon of ſome Brooks he had 
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an DE OR DAZ Was ſenſible that | 
Relic he had expected was come, by the vc 


Reſi ſtance. of the Enemies Van-Guard, whi 
began to fate about by Reaſon of the C 
fuſion in the Rear; whereupon, without! Lo 
of Time, he advanced with his Foot, cha 
ing thoſe who oppreſs'd him with fo ml 


Reſolution, that he obliged them to give y 
gaining the Ground as they loſt it, till 
came to the Place which Cortes and kit CG 
tains had cleard of the Enemy. They 


joined to make the laſt Effort, and were fon 
to mend their Pace; for the Indians were i 
tiring in an haſty Manner, yet till mak 


Head, and employing their miſlive Weapon 
and this Manner of making off and withdrl 


ing from the Fight in gd Order they coll 
tinud till the Spaniards came up to then 


when finding themſelves again attack d, th 


turn'd their Backs, and inſtead of retreating | 
fled outright. 

CoRTEs commanded his Men to. halt | 
avoid. the ſhedding of more Blood, order f 
only ſome Priſoners to be taken, whom | a 


might make uſe of to ſet on foot a Treaty d 


Pc«eacc, which he chiefly had in View lodt 


ing on this War as no more than a Circu 
ſtance of his principal Deſign. Above eig 
hundred Indians remained dead upon the Sp 
and the Number of the Wounded was v 


great. Of the Spaniards, two Soldiers wet 


killed, and Threeſcore and ten wounded. 
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* ar Enemies Army, according to the Ac- 


In; who, altho' they were naked Barbarians, 
one foreign Writers have obſerved) yet 
Hands to do Miſchief: And fhould we 
Ty Wnt that they wanted Courage, which is 

| A per to Men, yet they could not be deſti- 


able. | 
nr Action of 2. abaſeo, in ſpite of Envy, 
s truly worthy of the Honour -afterwards 
ne it, by building a Church in Comme- 
ration of the Day on which the Battle was 
aht, dedicated to our Lady of Victory, and 
eieing the ſame Name to the firſt Town 
Which the Spaniards built in that Province. 
he greateſt Share of the happy Succeſs muſt 
aſcrib'd to the Valour of the Soldiers, who 


rant of Numbers, tho' they had the Advan- 
ge of engaging in good Order, againſt an 
rmy without any Manner of Diſcipline. 
ortes opened the Way to the Victory, by 
reaking through the main Body of the In- 
;ans with his Horſe : An Action, in which 
e ſhewed no leſs Conduct than Valour. Nor 
an it be denied but that the Horſes had their 
art in this Action, the Strangeneſs of them 
errifring the Indians; for they had never 
cen any before, and imagin'd them to be 
erce Monſters, . half Man and half Bcaſt, as 
he antient Heathens, who were leſs excuſable 
In that Particular, fancy d of the Centaurs. 


2 
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ts we have, (conſiſted of forty thouſand 


e of P icrcenels; of which brute Beaſts are 


their Courage and Reſolution, ſupply'd their 


Some 
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Some Authors relate, that St. James the A 
ſtle fought for the Spaniards in this Battle; 
on a white Horſe; and add, that Cortes, 
of his particular Devotion, attributed this 
lief to St. Peter. But Bernal Dias del ( 
ſtillo, who was preſent, utterly denies'the 
racle; and declarcs, that neither he, nora 
of his Companions either ſaw or heard of 2 
ſuch Thing. It is an Exceſs of pious Zei 
aſcribe thoſe Things to Heaven which ſuca 
contrary to all Appearances, or Hope, I 
feſs myſelf little inclin'd to this; but, in d 
of any extraordinary Accident, am willingy 
leave the immediate Operation to natural Cy 
ſes: But it is certain, that thoſe who read t 
Hiſtory of the Meſt Indies, will meet vi 
many Truths that look like Hyperboles, 
many Events, which it was neceſſary to mib 
miraculous, that they might appear credible, 


r 
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C HA. XX. 


T he Spaniards make Peace with the Caziu 
of Tabaſco, and celebrate the Feſtiud i 
Palm-Sunday. After which they reimbai, 
and continue their Voyage. 


1882 next Day Cortes cauſcd the Pf. 
ſoners to be brought before him, amo 

whom were two or three Officers. They di 
covered in their Countenances very great Fel 
expecting to be treated after the ſame cru 
| Manna 
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| encouraging them with a chearful Coun- 


ty, giving them ſome trifling Preſents; and 


ce of Humanity had ſo good an Effect, that 
ithin a few Hours ſeveral Indians came to 
e Quarters loaden with Iadian Wheat, Fowl, 
d other Proviſions, deſigning by that Pre- 
nt to facilitate the Peace which they were to 
ropoſe from the principal Cazique of Tabaſco. 
he People who came on this Embaſly, were 
f the meaneſt Sort, and made no Figure; 
yhich Ferom de Aguilar took Notice of, 
decauſe it was the Cuſtom of this Country, up- 
In all ſuch Occaſions, to fend Perſons of the 
ﬆ Rank, adorned with all their Finery. And 
altho' Cortes was very deſirous of Peace, he 
refuſed to admit their Propoſals, as not coming 
in due Form; and ſent back the Indians, 
without ſo much as ſeeing them; bidding 
them, by his Interpreter, acquaint their Ca- 
zique, That if he deſired his Friendſhip, he 
muſt ſend Perſons of greater Account, and 
after a more decent Manner, to ſolicit it. 
Cortes was of Opinion, that theſe Formalities, 
which ſupport Authority, were not to be diſ- 
penſed with, nor any Failings of Reſpect ſuf- 
fer d in thoſe who came as Suppliants ; for in 
ſuch fort of Affairs, the Manner of Acting is 
WH almoſt of as much Importance as the Thing 

Itlelf, 4 THE 
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aner they uſed to treat the Vanquiſh'd, But 
rtes received them with great Courteſy 5 


ance, and with Embraces, ſet them at Li- 


ling them at the ſame time, That he knew 
th how to Conquer, and Forgive. This 
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Tu Cazique acknowledged his Fault; 3 


to make amends, the next Day ſent thirty 
_ dians of better Quality, with their Ornamg 


of Plumes and Jewels, wherein all their 
conſiſted. They were followed by a Trait 


Indians, loaded with another Preſent off 


ſame Kind as before, but in greater Abundui 
Cortes gave them Audience, attended by 
his Captains, affecting a grave and ſevere Cay 
renance, becauſe he thought it proper y 

this Occaſion to lay aſide his natural AFfabili 
They approached with very great Submiſlia 
and having pcrfum'd him with their Fire- 


in which they burnt Gum- Anime, Gum. 


pal, and other ſweet Scents, (an uſual Ceremo 
when they would expreſs the greateſt Ven 
ration) they delivered their Embaſly 3 Whid 


began with ſome frivolous Excuſes for thi 
paſt War, and concluded in earneſt Intreate 


for Peace. The General repreſented to then 
after a very ſerious Manner, the juſt Cauli 
he had to be diſfpleas'd with them; to the eu 
that on a Vicw of their Faults, the Pardu 
might appear with greater Luſtre, and the 


Peace which he granted them prove the mor 


welcome. The Ambaſladors received it witl 
great Applauſc, returning extremely ſatisfied 


and cafily enriched with thoſe flight Bauble 
they ſo highly valu'd. 


AFTERWARDS the Cazique himſelf came u 
viſit Cortes, accompany<d by all his Office 
and Rclations, bringing with him a Preſent 


ol Cotton Cloths, Plumes of yarious Colour, 


and 


— 
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nd ſome Pieces of low Gold, more valuable 
or the Workmanſhip than for the Metal. He 
ﬆ made his Preſent, in order to be better 
Weceived. Cortes kareſsd him very much; 
nd all the Viſit paſs'd in Compliments, and 
roteſtations of a reciprocal and ſincere Friend- 
ip, all tran ſacted by the Interpreter. The 
hpaniſsd Captains treated the other Prime 
Indians, Who accompany'd the Cazique, after 
he fame Manner; and nothing appeared bur 
Signs of Joy and Peace, which they explained 
their Countenances and Embraces, to ſup- 
ply the Want of Language. The Cazique 
ook his Leave, appointing another Day for 
an Interview; and to ſhew his. Sincerity, and 
how much hc confided in the General, he 
immediately ordered his Subjects to return 
vith their Families to Tabaſco, and aſſiſt the 
Spaniards in whatſocver they ſhould want. 
ThE next Day he came again to the Quar- 
ters, with the ſame Attendance, and twenty 
Indian Women, well dreſs'd, after the Manner 
of the Country ; telling Cortes he brought 
them as a Preſent, to ſerve him and his Com- 
panions, as being very skilful in dreſſing all 
Sorts of Meat, and in making Bread of Todien 
Wheat, which amongſt them was always the 
Work of Women. 
| They ground the Grain between two Stenz 
like thoſe we uſe for Chocolate; and when 
reduced to Flour, they made it into Palte, 
without having any Occaſion for Leaven. Then 
they ſpread and moulded ir upon a fort of 
carthen 
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\ offenſive to the Stomach. Among theſe Wy 


and the Chicf of thoſe that followed hin; 


their own. But though they could not reſolve 


1 
Y 


earthen Plates, which they put over the Fir 
and baked it; this being the Bread with whid 
God has abundantly ſupplied that new Wor 
to make Amends for the Want of Whe⸗ 
and is very agreeable to the Taſte, and ng 


men came one principal Indian, well mat 
and of more than ordinary Beauty, who yz 
afterwards baptized, and received the Nani 
of Marina, and proved very neceſſary in thx 
Conqueſt, as will appear in its proper Place, 
CoRTEs went alide with the Caziqu 


and by means of his Interpreter informꝗ 
them, That he was the Subject and Oſfin 
of a very powerful Monarch; and that li 
Intention was to make them happy, by briꝝ 
ing them under the Obedience of his Print 
to convert them to the true Religion, au 
deſtroy the Errors of their Idolatry. He 
enforced theſe Propoſals with his natural El 
quence, and ſo much Authority, that the ri 
dians were perſuaded, or at leaſt inclined ti 
Reaſon. The Anſwer they gave was, Thi 
they ſhould think themſelves very happy is 
obeying a Monarch, whoſe Power and Great 
neſs appear d with ſuch Advantage in tht 
Valour of his Subjetfs. But as to the Point 
of Religion, they were more reſerved. 

Tart Defeat of their Army by ſuch a Handfil 
of Spaniards, made them doubt whether the 
were not aſſiſted by ſome Deity ſuperior to 


to 


8 oaks it; theie fu 1 et the: Doube was: 
» ſmall Step towards the Truth. 9H 
Taz Pilots preſs d the Departure of the Fleet, 
hich, aceording to their Obſervations, might 
e endanger d by any longer Stay in that Place. 
nd though Cortes was concerned to leave 
ole People, before he had better inſtructed 
em on the Subject of Religion, he found 


| imſelf obliged to think of his Voyage; and 
1 alin- Sunday drawitig near, he appointcd that 

day for embarking, ſo ordering it, that the 
* Wcſtival might be kept firſt, according to the. 


Lites of the Church, Religion being always 
Wis firſt Care. To, which End he-raiſcd an 
ltr in the Fields, which he covered with 


7 zoughs, in Form of a Chapel: A ruſtick, but 
ccent Structure, and which was the ſecond 
arch of New Spain. At the ſame Time 
1 Whcy cmbarked their Proviſions, and made all 


ther neceſſary Preparations for their Voyage. 
The Indians aſſiſted in all Things with an 
ffcious Diligence; and the Cazique, with 
Dis Captains, attended Cortes with the greateſt. 
Reſpect and Veneration. Father Bartolome de 
Olnedo, and the Licentiate Tuan Dias, made 
ule of this Opportunity to endeavour to bring 
them into the Way of Truth, purſuing what 
Cortes had fo well begun, and taking Advan- 
tage of the good Inclinations they .ſhewed in 
their Anſwers: But they only comply'd as 
Men that were fubdu'd, being more inclin'd. 
to receive anothet, God, than to part with any 
of their own. They hearken'd with Pleaſure, 


e | | 
Yo0LzE 1 and 


1 1 X p - N 
8 iti. itt bt r ee . $a + ana i : —B N20 n „ . - 
4 4 4 4 3 1 ? 5 ** ** * 8 > - — I 7 ag N 2 * 
: X a edt * R K a : * 5 1 5 N r 9 A . 
n 9 * > 3 - * ” TT ; 3 er Sd > 5 be day . oo LEES Ip (i 2 * 1 e © XJ + | ap n > 1 — 5 

n * ; * 1 4 bY E ETC? Wes EY VR . * $4 - . n 2 3 3 8 * vE * ff l Th 2 A - * 9 2. * ” 

* * . WE, oF 5 146 : - wats” „ "3 MOR” © Ws a Pen - - * 7 * 5 

N R 5 wo BR e - 2 : 7. ie 
4 l 5 h 2 : * , 


4 A _ > ö ; 5 7 . pe . 
\ 


| end F420, to 3 b tho 
heard: But Reaſon was no ſooner admitted 
the Will, than it was rejected by the Une 
ſtanding: The moſt that the two Prieſts c 
effect at that Time, was to leave them in 
good Diſpoſition, and to perceive that it 
quired more Time to prepare their rude 
uncultivated Minds, to become ſenſible f 


their Blindneſs. 


On Sunday Morning chive came an inf 
Number. of Indians, from the neighbourig 
Parts, to ſce this Feſtival of the Chriſtian 
and the Boughs, being bleſt with the uſual Sl 
lemnity, were diſtributed among the Soldicy 
who all marched in Proceſſion with eq 
Modeſty and Devotion: A Sight worthy dl 
better Spectators; and which appeared vi * 
the more Luſtre among thoſe Infidels, as | 
from the Oppoſition of Darkneſs. Howe 
it had ſome little Effect upon thoſe Heathen; 
for, as Aguilar afterwards declar'd, they cyl 
out, This muſt needs be a great God, to wh 
fach . valiant Men fhew jo much Reſpeii 
They hit upon the Truth, but miſtook in "__ 
Wa of Reaſoning. = 
HEN Maſs was done, Cortes 190 

of the Cazique, and the principal Ta 
and having confirm'd the Peace with further 
Demonſtrations of Priendſhip, he embarked, 
leaving thoſe People rather obedient, than ſub 
je to the King; and as to Religion, fo fu it 
the Way to Salvation, as to deftre, or, at lea 
not to oppoſe the Means of obtaining CH 7 ; 
| E 


— 
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CHAT. XXI. 


Cortes ads on his Vo ag e. Tbe F, er 
arrives at St. Juan de Ulua. The Soldiers 
land. The General receives an Embaſſy 

Motezuma e Governors. An Ac- 
count wha Donna Marina WAS. : 


4H E Monday after Palm A We, the 
| ' Spaniards ſet Sail, and following the 

WW Coat to the Weſtward, came within Sight of 
otic Province of Guazacoalco 5 and, without 
parting in at Rio de Banderas, or the River 
Banners, had. a View of the Iſland of 
— — and other Places, which had be- 
fore been diſcovered and forſaken by Juan 
de Grijalua; the Soldiers who had lerved 
under him, telling their Comrades what Ad 
ventures they had met with in that Expedi- 
tion; and Cortes learning from the ill Suc- 
ceſs of that Enterprize, how to manage his 
| owni better. At length they arriv'd at Sr. 
Juan de Ulua on Maundy- Thur ſday at Noon; 
and the Ships had no ſooner anchored between 
the Iſland and the main Land, to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from the North Winds, than they ſaw 
two large Canoes, which in that Country are 
called Piraguas, coming from the neighbour- 
ing Coaft, 'with ſome Indians in 2 — who 
| drew near, without ſhewing the leaſt Concern 
at the Fleet, difcovering by this Security, and 
l 2 lome 


W ays that to Men appear caſual, ſoon relig 
him in this Diſtreſs. The Indian Wonali 
whom we {hall now call Donna Marina, wi 


by their Looks what they were diſcoutlly 


Iucatan Tongue, that thoſe Indians ſpoketh 
Mexican Language, and deſired Audience d 
the General on the Part of the Governor d 


aboard; and laying aſide the Uncaſineſs k 
had bcen under, gave Thanks to God, 
knowledging it was ow ing to his infinite Gool 
neſs, that, contrary to all his Hopes, he hal 
found an Inſtrument whereby to make hityfl 
underſtood in a Country which he had fo'et 
neſtly deſired to ſee. | 


of Bernal Dias del Caſtilla, was Dauglttet 
to the Cazique of Guazacoalco, one of the 
' Provinces ſubject to the Emperor of Mexiti, 
"bordering upon that of Tabaſto, and had, 
"through ſome Accidents of Life, which it 
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ſome Signs they made, that they came in 
peaceable Manner, and deſired tobe heard. 
When they were within a ſmall Diſtang 
of: the Admiral, they began: to ſpeak n 
ſtrange Language, that Aguilar did not 
derſtand; which much troubled Cortes, bei 
concern d to. want an Interpreter when he bal 
moſt Occaſion for him, looking g upon it a 
great Obſtacle to his Undertaking: But Ty 
vidence, that. brings about. its Deſigns. 


not far from Cortes and Aguilar, and gnefling 


and what they wanted, ſhe told Aguilar inch 


that Province. Cortes order'd them to cot 


Donna MARINA, according to the Re bi 


yarioullj 
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* reported, been carryd away in her 
outh to Xicalango, a ſtrong Place upon the 
onfines of Tucatan, which was kept by-a 
exican Gariſon. There te was bred in 4 
poor Manner, no way agrecable to her Birth, 
till by a freſh Misfortune, either by Sale, ot 
ing taken in War, ſhe became # a-Slave to che 
Casque of Tabaſto, who made 4 Preſent of 
her to Cortes. In Cuasacoalco, and in Xi- 
calango, they ſpoke the general Mexican Lan- 
guage, and in 7. abaſto that of Nucutlan, which 
Aguilar underſtood: So that Donna Marina 
underſtood both thoſe Languages, and ex- 
plained to the Indians in the Mexican, what 
Aguilar told hier in that of Tucatan; Cortes 
making uſe of this round- about Way of Spcak- 
ing by two Interpreters, till ſueh time as 
Donna Marina had learn'd Spaniſb, whicli 
was not long; for ſhe had a very ready Wit, 

and ſeveral natural Endowments, which well 
agreed with the Nobility of her Birth. An- 
tonio de Herrera fays ſhe was a Native of Xa: 
liſo, and that ſhe was brought to Tabaſco 
from a very diſtant Country; for Xaliſco is 
on the other Sea, in the very fartheſt Part of 
New Galicia." perhaps he took this Notion 
from Franciſco Lopes de Gomara ; but we 
cannot apprehend, why in this, and other 
more important Matters, he does not follow 
| the Account of Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, 
whoſe Manuſcript he had at hand; for he fol- 
lows and quotes him in many Parts of his 
Hiſtory, Donna Marina was ever a moſt 
I 3 faithful 
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faithful Interpreter to Cortes; and he. 


firmed her in his Intereſt by Ways not 400 2 


gether ſo decent; for he had a Son by her 
called Don Martin Cortes, who was made 
Knight of St. Jago, in Conſideration of t 
Nobility of his Mother's Birth. This was ng 
juſtifiable Method to ſecure her Fidelity; but 
ſome will have it to have been good Polig] 
However, we are more apt to believe it wa 
the ill Effet of an ungoverncd Paſſion, noke 
withſtanding. the World is accuſtomed to giy 
the ſpecious Title of Reaſon of State, tot 
ws is in- Reality no. other than humg 
Weakneſs. 
The Indians being admitted to the pn 
ſence of the General, acquainted him, Tha 
Pilpatoe and 7. eutile, the one Governor, and 
the other Captain- General of that Ptovinc 
for the great Emperor Motezuma, had ſent 
them to know of the Commander of tha 
Fleet, with what Intention he was come 
on their Coaſt; and to offer him what Sus 
cour and Aſſiſtance he ſhould ſtand in nec 
of, in order to continue his Voyage. Corte 
| careſs 'd them, gave them a few Baubles, and 
treated them with ſome Spanih Diet ant 
Wine; and having thus obliged them, 2 
ſwerd, © That he came as a Friend to treat 
cc concerning Matters of great Importance to 
< their Prince, and all his Empire; for which 
© Purpoſe he would meet the two Governors 
and hoped to receive the ſame good Treat. 


ment from them, as others of his Nation 
cc « had 
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had done the m_ before.” And having. | 
ccivd ſome Information concerning the 
ccatneſs of Mote uma, his Riches, and Form 
f Government, he ſent them gage wall 
ntented. - | , | O An 
The next Day jams Manings being Good: 
riday, the Spaniards all landed on = Shore 
esreſt the Fleet; And , Cortes: gave Orders 
„r landing the Ho! ries and Artillery 3 and that 
De Soldiers, in C ompadics, ſhguld go and cut 
cines to entrench themſelves, not forgep- 
ng to poſt the Guards at the A 
jues and to build a ſufficient Number of Bar- 
W-cks to ſhelter them from the Heat of the 
Wun, which at that Time, was very great. The 
tllery, Was planted ſo as to command the 
ountry, and in a little Time they were all 
nder Cover; for Textile ſent à great Num- 
der of Indians with Proviſions, and Orders 
o ait the F paniar de in that Work: To 
vhom they 2 of great Uſe, becauſe they 
brought their Tools .cdg'd with ſharp Flints, 
ith which they cut Stakes, and fixing them 
In the Ground, interwoye with them the 
Zoughs ind Leaves of Palm- Trees, forming 
The Walls and Roofs of a Lodging with much 
Faſe and Diligence, being great Maſters in 
this Kind of Architecture, as having in many 
Places no other Houſes, and being leſs bar- 
barous in proportioning their Structures to 
what Nature requires, than thoſe who build 
vaſt Palaces, where ſtill they cannot find ſuffi- 
dent Room for their Vanity. They alſo 
1 brought 


5 


2 
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beougktirke Cotton Elo, Witt wl 
covered the Officers Bittacks, the better 
defend them fröm the REF of the Set" 
the belt of cher Cortus ordered an Altar 
be ſet up, on which, when adorn d, -he# ja 
the image of the Vici | „„ Abd at thi * 
trance 2 great Grgſs, ir "ich! to Feld 10 'Þ# 
Eaftty : For Religion Was always his 100 
Care, and ih thit he Was eqaliy zd Ser 
the Prieſts. . Bernal Daus del Caftilh Mi 
. that: Maſs Was aid on that Altar tf 
ay they landed; But We do not b Hege k | 
Father Burrolbme de Olmello, and the Lic 
riate Juan Dia, could be fo III "fri 
and ſo ignorant of the Offices of the 'Chaid 
as not to know that Maſs could not be faite 
Good-Friday.' He very often depehidt 5 
much upon his Memory: "Bit: what is not of 
be wonderedvat;' is, that Antonio Hin 
ſhould follow hini, and almoſt co V Rim 4 
this Miſtake, into Which IT ſuppolt phie 
have fallen through Inadvertency'; afid 1 l 
not take Notice of it ſo *#huch Lü A Deg 
to cenſure them, as t&/ make it x Leſſon ll 
myſelf to avoid the like Negligences: 
i. CORTES underſtood by theſe Trail 
General Teutile was attended by a Conſtt 
able Body of Troops, and that he Was el 
bliſhing the Dominion of Moteguma in font 
Places newly conquer'd of this Province, ti 
Civil Government of which was veſted i 
-Pilpatoe. And the great*Care they took v 
ſend Proviſions, and 1 * the Spantarts n 
5 building 


— 
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building of their Barracks, was not without 
WArtifice, fo far as could be x Zathered ; for they 
Vere very much terrified with the Account of 

the Succeſs at Tabaſco, which had now ſpread 
— all the Country; and conſidering that the 

Nes t ere provided? = 


1 rio Sheng th to thoſe that had 'Þ 
1 Bi nqui 


„they had Recourſe to Preſents 5nd 
Civilities aim der to chlige where they could 
not reſiſt: A Contrivance of Fear, which often 


| makes thoſe generous WW, dere not 4 ere 


ttemlelves nemics, 


ye "hs 
— 7 ; 22 * { "i 
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Teutile General 1.4 3 s 1 on 
Pilpatoe Governor of the Province, com 
to viſit Cortes on the Part of Motezum 
An Account of what paſſed between then 
and of the Painters who drew he Pithura 

F the Spaniſh Forces. 


HE Spaniards paſſed this Night, and, 

. the following Day, in great Tranquil 
lity, but not the leſs upon their Guard ; and 
the Indians were continually coming to theit 
Quarters, ſome to work, and others with Pro 
viſions, which they truck d for Baubles. No- 
thing extraordinary happened till Eafter-Day 
in the Morning, when Teutile and Pilpati 
came 


* | 
' 
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mw fs une with a very great Attendance to viſix 
tes. He received them in equal State, furs 
"BW :ndcd by his Officers and Soldiers; for he 
ought it proper to make a Shew of Autho- 
0 | ty, when he was to treat with the Miniſters 
ea great Prince. The firſt Compliments 
eing over, in which the Mexican exceeded, 
id Cortes endeavour d to temper his Gravity 
ith Courteſy, he carried them with him to 
he great Barrack, which ſerved for a Chapel, 
being the Hour of divine Service; ordering 
guilar and Donna Marina to tell them, 
Wat before he acquainted them with the In- 
Nention of his Journey, he was to comply 
vith the Duties of his Religion, and recom- 
nend to the God of all other Gods the good 
Pucceſs of his Propoſition. 
IMMEDIATELY Maſs was celebrated with all 
Woſlible Solemnity. Father Bartolome de Ol. 
W-::40 officiated, aſſiſted by the Licentiate Juan 
Diaz, Ferom de Aguilar, and ſome Soldiers, 
who underſtood how to ſing the Service of the 
Church; the Indians looking on all the while 
Wwith a kind of Aſtoniſhment, which tho” the 
Effect of Novelty, had the Air of Devotion. 
After Service was over, they returned to the 
General's Barrack, who entertained the two 
W Governors at Dinner, and treated them with 
great Plenty and @ſtentation. . 
In Banquet being over, Hernan Cortes 
called his Interpreters, and, with a determin'd 
Air, ſaid, That his coming thither was to 
treat with the Emperor Motezuma on the 


Part 
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Part of Don Carlos of Auſtria, Mona 
the Eaft, touching Affairs of gre: 
ence; not only to his own Perſon and ER 
but ens? ro the —— 75 all his 
5; for performing whereof, it Was neo 
I — E — before his Royal Ph 
fence, and hoped he ſhould be admitted u 
all the Civility and Reſpect that was ui 
the Greatneſs of the King who ſent hin. 
' Born the Governors chang d Countena 
at this Propoſal, and ſcen'd* to hear it: v 
great Diſſatisfaction: But before they retum . 
an Anſwer, Teutile ordered a Preſent he 
provided to be brought into the Barrack; 
about twenty or thirty Indians came in loa 
with Proviſions, fine Cloths, Feathers of ſy 
ral Colours, and a great Box, in which ve 
divers Pieces of Gold, curiouſly wo 
Having made his Preſent with a good Graf 
and Civility, and finding it was woll rect 
and praiſed, he turned to Cortes, and by ti 
Help of the ſame Interpreters, prayed hin 
7. at fimall Preſent from two lau 
of Motezuma's, who had Orders ta m— | 
fach Strangers as ſhould come upon his Co, 
but adding, that he muſt immediately a 
of proſecuting his Voyage, it being uo ei 
Matter to ſpeak with "their Prince; u 
that they thought they did him no ſwat 
Service in thus undeceiving him, before Ex 
perience made him ſenſible of the An 
775 his P en ns 
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i Corres replied, with ſome Heat, That 

iss never refuſed to hear the Embaſſies 
ober Princes; neither could their Mini- 
ers, without very poſitive Orders, take upon 
ſelves ſo bold a Neſolution as to oppoſe 

That what belonged to them to do in this 

%. was to acquaint Motezuma with his Ar- 
val, for which he would allow ſome Time; 
Wt that they ſhould likewiſe let their Emperor 
io, that he came fully reſolved to fee him, 
7 poſitively determined not to leave his 
onntm, with Diſbonour to the King whoſe 

eccreſentative he was. This bold Refolution 
f Cortes gave the Indians ſo much Uneaſi- 
Wecls, that they durſt not reply; on the con- 
rary, they earneſtly entreated him not to move 
rom thoſe Quarters till the Return of Mote- 
uma s Anſwer, offering to ſupply him with” 

all Things that were neceſſary for the Support 

of his Soldiers. | FE 

Ar this Time ſome Mexican Painters, who 

ame in the Train of the two Governors, were 
very buſy about drawing upon Cotton Cloths, 
= which they brought ready primd for that 

Purpoſe) the Ships, Soldiers, Arms, Artillery, 
Horſes, and every Thing elſe that appeared to 
them remarkable; of which Variety of Objects 
they formed different Landskips, no way con- 
temptible, either for the Drawing or the Co- 
lours. 

Oux Bernal Diaz enlarges too much up- 
on the Skill of thefe Painters; for he faith 
they drew all the Captains, and that the Pieces 

very 
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they ſcemed to explain, and give the Sign 
of Writing; for they had not attained f 
with thoſc Signs or Elements, invented 


make Words viſtble ; but they explained the 
ſelves by their Pencils, marking down m 


Number, Sign, and Figure formed the l 
and fully explained the Meaning; an era 


who boaſted of their Wit- in that which w. 
common among the Indians, and which rl 


racters, and legible Pictures, in which «the 
5 preſery ed the Remembrance of their And 


* "ths Hiſtory of 0 0 


very much reſembled them: But let. that i 
2s an Hyperbole leſs reſembling the Thy 
for ſu 
Art 


ſing them to have underftooil i 
Painting, they had too little Lein 
obſerve the Nicety and Tediouſneſs char l 
tation requires. 

Ts Pictures were aue by che Oh 
of Teutile, the better to inform Motezg 
of that extraordinary Novelty; and to mi 
their Deſcrptions more intelligible, they plad 
ſome Characters herc and there, with wh 


cation of the Picture. This was their Mani 
Uſe of Letters, nor were they acquaim 
other Nations, to repreſent Kyra 
rial Things with their own proper Image 


and the reſt with Numbers and ſignificall 
Signs, diſpoſed after ſuch a Manner, that iſ 


lent Invention, (which ſhewed their 
ty) like the Hieroglyphicks of the Egypiia 


Mexicans practiſed with ſuch Dexterity, ih 
they had whole Books of this Kind of Ch 


ms an n+. i os . So 8 yt,mcs hou 


t ities, nf i to Poſterity: the Amas ot | 
tas ei Ki 5 193-2 
ol — had Notice of what the: Ni- 
es were doing, and went out to ſee them, 
not without admiring their. Skill; and- being 
>. ormed that they were: painting upon thoſe | 
1 loths the Information which Teutile was to 
oe More zum of what he had propos d, and 
ie Forces he had with him to 4 it. good, 
ac, with his uſual ſprightly Wit, preſently 
E ſerved that thoſe dumb: Images wanted Acti- 
n and Motion to expreſs the Valour of his 
nSoldicrs, and therefore reſolved to exerciſe 
is Men before them, to give the greater 
life and Vigour to the Picture. To this End 
28 ordered them to their Arms; drew up all 
us Men in a Body; cauſed the Artillery to be 
rade ready; and telling Textile and Pilpatoe 
hat he would entertain them after the Man- 
er of his Country, he mounted his Horſe, 
vith his Captains. They firſt ran two and 
vo aſter the Manner in Spain, and then the 
hole Troop being divided into two Bodies, 
ey skirmiſh'd in a martial Manner; at which 
Wſtrange Sight the Indians ſtood amazid, and 
like Men beſide themſelves: ' For obſerving 
the obedient Fierceneſs of thoſe Beaſts, they 
began to think there was ſomething more than 
natural in thoſe Men that managed them. 
Immediately, at a Signal made by Cortes' the 
Fire-Arms diſcharged, and ſoon after the Ar- 
tillery: The Confuſion and Aſtoniſhment of 
thoſe People 2 (as the Noiſe was re- 
peated 
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peated/and augmented) with —— 
fects, that ſome fell down upon the Ground 


A 


others began to fly, and thoſe who had mu 


Preſence of Mind affected Admirition, to di 
ſemble their Fear. 1 . 


cem ee Cons encoungal them, gn 


ing them to underſtand; that:amorig the. 


niardt theſe were military Diverſions, as owl 


who deſignd to make his Arms appear th 
more formidable, by the Terror of ſud 
friendly Entertainments. It was preſently pet 
ccived, that the Painters were inventing ney 
Figures and Characters, to ſupply what wy 
wanting on their Cloths. Some Painted tiy 
Spaniards armed, and drawn up in Form 
others the Horſes i in their Exerciſe and Mo 
tion. They deſcrib'd the Artillery with Fit 
and Smoke, and repreſented the very Noik 
with the Similitude of Lightning, -without 
omitting any one of thoſe frightful _Circums 
ſtances, that moſt directly regarded what thei 
King was ſolicitous to Know. -2/lavk 
In. the mean time Cortes returned to ch 
Barrack, with the two Governors; and aft 
having preſented them with ſome: ſmall: 6 

niſb Jewels, he prepared a Preſent of fund! 
Sorts of Curioſities to be ſent from him to 
Motezuma; to which purpoſe he made Choice 
of ſeveral neat Pieces of the moſt ſolid and 
brighteſt Glaſs ; to which he added: a Holland 
Shirt, a Cap of Crimſon Velvet, adorned with 
a Gold Medal repreſenting Sr. George, 2 and 
ran 0 Chair, which the Indians ſecind 1 
muc 
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ch to admire; that it was though 


Liberality, Which, aàmoug thoſe People, 
ok'd like Magnificence, did Hernan Cortes 
fren the Diſagreeableneſs of his Reſolution, 


mained as much'oblig'd by his Civilities, as 
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lotezuma returns his Anſwer, with a Pre: 
ſent of great Value; but refuſes to grant 
the Leave deſired, to go to Mexico. 


* 
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he 4 fit Pre. 
t for the Emperor: With this ſmafl Shewy 


d took Leave of the two Governors, Who 


= * ” 
BL EY UTCR——_—T, YT IST _ Z f 
* ö A. \ _ : R 


Connived 1. the. Didlimulation, brane 
dvan from it: tar the Indian | 
Phe h = 5 all e and the ml 
lupe med, 1 i 


— jr pp Account ey 
all that had happen'd upon the Coat, 4 end 
the Pictures which were drawn by his 
ders, and Cortes's Preſent, with the utmöſt f 4 
ligence. For this Purpoſe, the Nings of * | 
ico had a great Number of Couriers dj 
ted along alf the principal Roads of the K 
dom, choſen out of the ſwifteſt Indi 
bred up to it carefully from -little 15 
Rewards were allotted out of the public 
fary to thoſe who arrived firſt at the appoi \ 7 
Place: And Father Joſeph de Acoſta ( 0 5 
ful Obſerver of the Cuitoms of that Na 
fays, Thar the chief School where theſe i 
oy 0 were bred, Was the princi 1 
le of Mexico, where the Idol ſtood. «al 
hes » of an hundred and twenty y Stone De . 
and thofe who firſt arrived at its Feet, g a 
the Reward: A notable Exerciſe to be. 
in # Temple, and perhaps the leaſt Indes 1 
led in that miſerable Place of Worſhip. Thi 
Couriers were relieved at every T0 b 
our Poſt- Horſts; and made the gr 9 
becaufe they fiicceeded © one another, on _ 
they were tired; ſo that the fixft Ter | 
Carcer nevet Cealed. ns \ 
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IN the General Hiſtory, we find j ieported, 
bt Teurile gre) Hi, d his Di $21 Wh and. 
ures, and that he returned in fever 
W fo the "Anſwer; wonderful Expedition for 
oenctzl! This does not ſeem probable, the 
ante being s Sixt Leanne, the 2 way, 
nt” Mexico to . 75 Nor 750 
calily; be believed, 85 e Mex 
ſador, whom our 3h na Diaz. foes ow 
Ibor,. Gmc u on this Affair, or the ma 
noble Indians, whom the Rector of //7 7 
ane gives hig for his Attendants: But 
is is of no great Importance. The. Anſwer 
Inc in ſeven Days (a Number which all 
ee in); and Textile, brought it to, the Sp 
W/ Quarters. He brought with him a Pre- 
Int from Mote uma, Which loaded the 
oulders of an hundred Indians; and before re 
e delivered his Embaſly, he cauſed them to 
Y Mats made of Palm - Tree Leaves, (which 
ey call Petates) upon the Ground, and 
acc in Order upon them, as it were on a 
WS uffet, the ſcveral Things of which the Pre- = 
nt was compoſed. = 
Tnen were various Sorts of Cotton Robes, = 
eu woye, and ſo fine, that they could not = 
Wc known from Silk, but by feeling; a Quan- 9 
Fry of Plumes, and; other Curioſities made of 
W catticrs,, whoſe beautiful and natural Variety 2 
f Colours (found on rare Birds, which that i 
Country produces) the Indian Artiſts knew b 
Po mic and diſpoſe witfi ſo much Skill, that 1 
Without making uſe of artificial. Colour, =, 
K 2 | S8 = 
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or of the Pencil, they could draw. Pigtur 
and w let ndertake to imitate” Nature *Thy 1 

8 f Ya great c e = 
argets, made of "Extragiiſn 

Wodas': 2 100 very latg e Plates of a Cite i 

Form, klle ohe of Gold, Which by is ell cmbe fl 
| repreſented the Sun; "ind the other of Sib 
repreſenting the Moon: And laſtly,” a a c 
derable *Quahtiry of Jewels, Pieces 9 Gl 
 ſome'precions' Stones, Collars of Gold Rin, 
Pendants, after their Faſhion, and other Owl 
ments of greater Weight, in the Shape 
Birds and Beil ſo curiouſly wrought, tu 
notwithſtanding the great Value of the Met 
the Workmanſhip ſeem'd to exceed it. 

"0 As-ſook! 4s. Teutile had laid all his Wea 
before the Spaniards,, he. turned to Coral 
and making a Sign to the Interpreters, will 
him; That the great E mperor Motezuma ſe 
Bim thoſe Things in Return for his Pre 

nd to [þ ew how much he valu'd his Ki 
ene, %%, but that he did not think it's it n 
tentent; not was it "poſſible at that Tim, 
according 1 he wh reſent Poſture o his . fas, 
to grant the Permiſſion he aSke 4 of. 2 
— no beh 70 his Court: The which Nen 

eutilè endeavoured to ſoften, by urgihg t 
Badheſs of the Roads, ſavage Indian, Wi 
Vould take up Arms, and obſtruct his Mac 
and other Difficulties which plainly diſcover 
that there” was ſome "Myſtery in the” Matte, 
and ſome- particular Reaſon, why Molt un 
would not ſuffer himfelf to be ſeen by tix 
Spaniards. 1 Conn 
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CoRTEs returned Thanks for the Preſeng, | 

ith Words of much Reſpect; and anſweged * 
eutile; That it was not his 1 ntention t0 155 
panting in his Obedience to Motezuma; but 


Wit it was not in his Power to £0. back 


vith Diſßonour to his King, or to. br hear 
erſifting in his Demand, with all the Ear- 
fines to which he was obliged, by ths Re- 
utation of  a' Crown that was honoured and 
eſpeffed among the greateſt Princes of the 
old: Enlarging upon this Point With ſo 
nuch Warmth and- Reſolution} that the In- 
ans durſt not rex ly, but, on the contrary, | 


Wffcred to importune Motezumia” a ſecond 


Time. He diſmiſsd them with another Pre- 
ent like the former, letting them know, that 
e would expect the King's Anfwer' Without 
moving from that Place ; "but that he. ſhould 
de very much concerned; if by its Delay in 
oming, he ſhould. be obliged to go. nearer to 
olicit it. _ 
AlL the Spaniards ANNE? Mots Suma 8 
Preſent ; but their Reaſonings upon it were 
very different, and in their Difputes, cach 
maintain d his own” Opinion with Obſtinacy. 
Some pleas'd themſelves with the Hopes of 
bettering their Fortune, promiſing themſelves 
mighty Advantages from ſuch a favotirable Be- 
ginning; others by the Greatneſs ofthe Preſent, 
made a Judgment of Motezumg's Power, and 
of the Difficulty of the Undertaking. Many 
declar d ablolutely, that the Deſign of attempt 
ing ſo great an Affair with ſo few Men, was” 
K3 a 
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a Piece of Raſhneſs; but the greater denn ; 1 
ficd the Valour and Tone of t PAR 
looking on the Conqueſt as g00 
And in fine, en PE Ns Jug of che 
according ta the Paſſions ich he 
animated. Such are the Reer Keak 
ings of Soldicrs, among wham we have. ſir 
Proofs than elſcwherc, of that Influence wh 
the Heart, has ypon the Underſtanding. Gary 
gave them Leave to talk on, congcaling þ 
own. Sentiments till a proper Times.:andy 
| keep. his. Poe out of Idleneſs, which wi 
the beſt Way to make them diſpufs: geſß, A 
3 two Vellels out, to view the C0 
and ſcarch out ſome Port, or Bay, where tt 
Fleet might be more under Shelter, (for i 
that Place they had but little Security againk 
the North- Winds) and ſame more fen 
Piece of Ground, where they might be acm 
modated in Quarters, until the Return of Mate 
Suma Anſwer; making a Pretence of the: Sul. 
fering of his People in chat ſandy Soil, when 
the Hcat of the Sun was doubled by Reflee 
tion, and the Perſecution of the Moſ quitgc, 
or Gnats, made c ven the Hours of Reſtt ungalj. 
He appointed Captain Franciſco de 2 
to command in this Cruize; and pick d 0 
the Soldiers that were to bear him Companz; 
being thoſe that ſcem d moſt averſe to his o 
Opinion. He ordered him to run along s 
far as he could, ſtecring the ſame Courſe be 
had done the Year before with Grijalva; and 
that he ſhould take notice of what Tawns a. 
Peace 


11 0 
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ared along the Coaſt, without landing 

ew them, allotting ten Days for their A4 x 
which Means he exccuted what was proper 

oc done, employed thoſe thar were trot 


eſome, and entertained: the reſt with Hopes 
Relief; being himſelf full of Care, and 
reaſy, conſidering the Greatneſs of his Pe- 
n, and the Smallneſs of the Means; but 
ſolving not to deſiſt till he could lee *the 
ery utmoſt of the Difficulty,” and ſo'muct 
alter of himſelf, that he diſguiſe@-his inward 
oncern with an _— and nen Counte- 
ance. | — 5 


— — 
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CHAP. III. 


ves an Account how ill the Pot iriveneſ of 
Cortes WAS- received at Mexico. Who 
Motezuma <was. The Greatneſs of his 
Empire, and the Condition his Monarchy 

Was in at the Arrival of 7he n 


1 E vepeated ne of Cortes: canſed 

great Diſturbance at the Court of 
Mexies.  Motezuma grew angry; and in the 
firſt Tranſports of his Fury, propoſed to make 
nan End at once of thoſe Strangers, who pre- 
ſumed to diſpute his Will. But atterwards, con- 
ſidering more calmly, his Courage failed kim, 
and Anger gave Way to Sorrow and Confu- 
ſion. He ſummoned his Miniſters and Relations, 
with whom he held ſcvcral ſecret Councils. 
— UW rn 
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Publick Sacrifices were made in the Tempe 
and the People began to be uneaſy, ſeving thy 
os ſo much diſturb d, and thoſe who ti 
aged the Government in ſuch a Friglit. 20 
that they began to talk, with very lite 
ſerye, of the a pproaching Ruin of that EMI 
and of the Signs and Preſages, Which 
cording to their Traditions) threatned it, 1 
it ſeems neceſſary now, that we ſhould thy 
who Motezauma was, and the State off 
Monarchy at this Time; and why both hewl 
his Subjects were in ſach; a Conſternation 
the coming of the Spaniar de. 
Tu Empire of Mexico was then at i 
greateſt Height of Glory, having' under 1 
Dominion almoſt all the Provinces and Coun 
tries which had been diſcovercd in North 
America, which were govern'd by MoteSiml 
himſ-1f, or by petty Kings, or Cazrques, li 
Tributarics.. The Length of it extended; fton 
Eaſt to Weſt, above five: hundred Leagues 
and the Breadth, from ,North to South 
ſome Places, was two hundred; a County 
populous, rich, and” plentiful. On the 14 
it was bonnded by the Atlanticl Sea, (0 
call'd the North Sea) and extended along al 
that great Space of Land between Pauucb ail 
Zucatan: On the Weſt, it reached the'otlie 
Sea, being waſh'd by the Aſiatick Ocean, be 
Gulph, of Aman) from Cape- Mendocino, 1 
the fartheſt Part of \New Galicia. On the 
South, it ſtretched out farther, running along 
th South. Sea, from Acapulco to Guatimials 
| 3 


[ 


BOC ook . cont of Wee. 


# Iſthmus, or narrow Neck of Land; which 
livides, and at the ſame tine unites the two 
\merica's: '' On the North; it extended as 
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reigtiren 'd conſiderably by the Mountains voi 


illy Countries 
nd Oriomic r, a barbarous People, without 


he- Earth, or in the Holes or Rocks; feeding 


the Fruits of ſuch Trees as grew: wild; but fo 
dexterous in the Uſe of their Arrows, and in 
making their Advantage of the Craggs and 
Paſſes of the Mountains, that they had often 
withſtood the whole Power of Mexico; being 
Enemies to Subjection, fatisfied with not being 
conquered, and only deſiring to preſerve theit 
Liberty,” amongſt the wild Beaſts.” 
Inis Empire grew from a ſmall Beginning 
to this vaſt Greatneſs, in little more than an 
hundred and thirty Years ; for the Mexzcans, 
naturally a warlike Nation, were always making 
way with their Arnis among the reſt of the 


World. They were at firſt governed by a 
valiant Captain, who made them Soldiers, 
and ſenſible of Military Honour. Afterwards 
they choſe a King, giving the ſupreme Domi- 
nion to the Perſon that had the greateſt Re- 
putation for Valour, being acquainted with 
no other Virtue but Fortitude; or if they 
were acquainted with other Virtues, they look d 
upon 


roaching* by the Way of Nicaragua, to. 


Panuto including that Province; but was 
poſſeſſed by the Chimera 
overnment or Poley, living in the Cayes of 


upon the Game they kill'd in Hunting, and 


Nations which inhabited that Part of the 


2 #869 4 
pag ahem much infexigr., They a, 
Captain for Fe $-oag "A Waden Focus \ {& 
hereditary, Succedlion; yet, where Mert 
qual, they. preferred. the Royal--Bload 5, 
l 25 fame Wars by which their Kings acute 
their Titles te the Crown,. by. litele and let. 
enlazged the Monarchy... At ft, Judice Pe 
ported their Arms, for the Oppreſſion of tha ih" 
8 rs forced them to an -unblameajj f 
Defence; * and Heaven favoured their Ca 
With Sucecßz; But their Power afterwards iv 
creaſing, Juſtice Was laid aſjde, and Traun 
took Place: r 148 1775 us 
Wx ſhall ſee the Progreſs of this Nation 
and the great Conqueſts they made, when he 
tome to give an Account of the Succeſſot 
of their Kings. Motezuma was the Eleventi 
King, (according to their painted Annals) ant 
the Second of that Name, a ſingular Perſdn, 
and much reſpected among the © Mexicantgl 
fore. he began to. rien. (ri nn bak 
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Youth followed the pi 5 py —_— * baten 
Character by ſeveral heroick Actions, an 
gained the Reputation of a valiant Captidit. 
He, returned to the Court, ſomewhat-pufed 
up With theſe Flatteries of Fame; and finding 
himſelf applauded and reſpected as the fil 
Man of his Nation, he entertained Hopes af 
graſping the Sceptre at the next Election, and 
Jook'd upon himſelf, as going to be crowd 
from the d Moment he conceived that Ambition. f 
EH | b | 


- 
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nr then plac d all his Happineſs in gaining 
1 iends; to which End he made uſe of ſomt 
1 _— Arts, a Science which ſometimes.does 
t vol er disdain. to be found amongſt Barbharians, 
Wat is rather apt to make People ſo when 
it which is called Reaſon of State, Sets the 
etter of natural Reaſon; He affeded: great 
oedience and Veneration towards: his King, 
nd extraordinary Modeſty and Compoſure in 
Tis Words and Actions, carefully preſerving 


— 


hat the Iudians were wont to ſay; the Name 
of Moteguma became him well, which, in 
their Language, ſignifies a ſurly Prince; though 
he cndeayqured to temper his Severity; en 
khimſel agtceable by his Liberality. Fe 

x alſo gained the Character of beicd very 
zcalous for his Religion; a powerful Means 
to captivate thoſe Who are taken with out ward 
Shew: And to this End, he built an Apart- 

ment in the/;moſt : frequented Temple, after 
the Manner of a Tribune; to which he retir'd 
in the Sight of all the People, and ſtaid there 
many Hours to receive the Devotion of po- 

paular Applauſe, or placing the Idol of his Am- 
bition among his other Gde. 

He gained ſo much Veneration by: theſe 
outward Appearanccs, that when the King his 
Predeceſſor died, the Electors gave him their 
Votes unanimouſly, and the People received 


— — 


him with great Acclamations. He made a 
Shew of refuſing, ſuffering himſelf to be courted 
to comply with his own Deſires, and ſeemed 

to 


ſuch an auſtere Gravity in his Countenance, 
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to accept the Imperial Crown withRetunanM 
But no ſooner was He pode of it, than 
that Artifice which he had forc d upon hib f 
tural Temper ceafed, and he diſcovered t 
Vices that had been hitherto covered with 
Sbew of Virtues. LIES — 

Tux firſt Action by which he manifelteay is 
Pride, was the diſcarding of all thoſe that ¶M e 
longed to the Royal Family, which, till vii 
Time, was compofed of midling People al 
Plebeians; and under Colour of greater B 
cency, he made his Nobles ſerve him, end 
in the meaneſt Employments of his Hout 
He fhewed himſelf but ſeldom to his Subjeſi 
and only when it was neceſſary to his Miniſte 
and Domeſticks, looking upon Retiremen 
and Melancholy as a Part of Majeſty; an 
for thofe who obtain'd Leave to : come'/inti 
his Preſence, he invented new. Obeyſancesan 
Ceremonies, inlarging Reſpect almoſt to Ado 
ration. He perſuaded himſelf, that he had the 
entire Command of the Lives and Liberti6 
of his Subjects, and exerciſed great Crueltis, 
that he might put it out of Doubt with other 

HE impoſed. new Taxes, without any 'pub: 
lick Neceſlity, at a certain Rate on each Heat 
of that vaſt Number of Subjects; and exacted Mi 
it with ſo much Rigour, that even poor Beg 

were not exempted from the miſerable 
Oppreſſion, bringing to his Treaſury ſome 
mean Things, which were received, and then 
thrown away before their Faces. L 
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WD 20 together, ſome Provinces rebelled ; to 


14¹ 


Tn HESE 8 " Praffices T his People 
ar him: But as it is uſual for Fear and Hatred 


duce WRich, he went himſelf in Parſons. 
eing too jealous of his Authority, touſuffer 
ny. other to: command his Armies. But cho 
ys Was his Motive, it cannot be denied; that 
e had a martial Inclination and Spirit. None 
vere able to reſiſt his Power, and maintain 
heir Rebellion; except. chę Provincegof Me- 


3 hoacan, Tlaſcala, and Tebeaca. And. 


vont to ſay, He did not ſubdue them, be- 
« cauſe he, wanted thoſe, Enemies to ſupply 
him with Captives for the Sacrifices. of his 
e Gods.” A Tyrant, even in Toleration, and 
forbearing Puniſhment. :;,,.; _ 


He had reigned fourteen Years when oP; =4ng 
arrived on his Coaſts; and the laſt of them 


was full of Prefages, horrible, and wonderful 
Portcnts, which God either ordain' d, or per- 
mitted, to depreſs the Spirits of thoſe; fierce 


People, and, render leis impoſſible to the 
Spaniards, that great Work which his Pro- 
vidence was about to accompliſh, ors 1 
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Ae. konnt off dle 5 Prodigiesum 1 
ene, S ae ſten im Mexico α an 
eee Cortes; from: ae 10 
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PTPR bo hg w ho Morezi will" 
ind the Sünden and Grratneß 
his Eftpire, it remains that we ettquire” iti 
the Motives which caus d that Prince and l 
| Miniftcrs- ſo obſtinatcly to oppoſe the preſſi 
made by Hernan Cortes: Fhe 
Etfor of the Devil, and the firft Difficulty 
che ertaking.“ $195. 

'Uyon the Lcchünt Mich came if 
"Meets ef the Seele when Tum de Oh 

ala arrived upon the Coaſt the Year befott 
ra Prodigics began to appeat in this Com 
try, and very > aftoniſhine Sighs: which did 
2 Manner afferre Mbrezuma, that the Kult 
his Empire drew” hear; arid® greatly terrified 
and diſcouraged both him and His Subject: 

A frig htful Comet appeared many Nights, 
in Shape like a Pyramid, which beginning u 
Midnight, advanc'd flowly to the higheſt 5 
of the _— where it vaniſh d at the Pre BW 
fence of the Sun. 

AFTERWARDS, at Mid-day, another Comet, 
or Exhalation, was ſeen to riſe in the Welt 
like a fiery Serpent with three Heads, which 
ran 


up tre | 


bok: 11. Contquieſ * n EY 
ſwiftly tu it vaniſhed in the Eaſt, gs 


e Air. c 1 To foi: ttt 341 10 Tt. 


oh with an extraordinary Irnpetront 
wel the; Guntry, catrying away: itavcral 
uſes; with ad ett of Waves that le as 
fit had boil d up tl there were no Flood 
r ſtormy Weathes, to which: hey could attri- 
ate the Motion of the Waters. dh 
= ONE of thetic: Temples took Eite of itſelſ. 
without their being able to find out the Catuſe 
its burning, or Means to extinguiſh tho 
Hama, The very Stones were ſcen to burn, 
and the whole Pile was reduced to little more 
than Aſhes. Lamentable Voices were heard 
in the Air from diffetent Parts, which faecrald 
the End of that Monarchy; and the ſame Pio 
gnoſtications / were repeated in the Anſwers of 
their Idols; the Devil pronouncing by them 
what he could conjecture of thoſe Natal 
Cauſes which were in Motion, or as much ds 
the God of Natuie permitted him to know; 
who ſometimes torments him by mahing ban 
the Inſtrument of Tru. $ 

' SEVERAL Moitiſters of hoerſlio Defamaity, 
and: never feen before, were brought! to the 
King; which, in his Opinion, had a Meaning 
and denoted great Misfortuncd : And if Men- 
ſters were fo called by the Ancients, becauſe 
they believ d them to demonſtrate ſomething} 
it was not ſtrange that they fhould be held for 
Preſages among thoſe barbarous People, where 
Ignorance 
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mafkable Accidents, which extremely 'troublg 
the Mind of iMorezuma ;'notiarc they:finj 


cher "*Foſeph': 46" Acoſta, fuan 'Boteroyi 


doubtful :of the Day: And upon fixing hit 


8 210 — Ev . * 4 /- tt , * wh 8. and 
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Iptiotance- and Superſtition went thank N 
Hatch 15577 eine i weld inn me'y 


HISTORIES make mention of two very i 


be omitted; ſhet they found Credit with q; 


other Writers of Judgment and Authority. 

„ CERTA AN. Piſhermen neat the Lake 
Mexico took a: monſtrous Fowl; of extra 
 dinary - Make and Bigneſs; and accounting 


valuable for its Novelty, preſented the ſu 


tothe King. Its Deformity Was horrible 
and on the Head of it was a ſhining Plate lit 
a Lodking-Glaſs, from which the Sun reflect 
a fort of dim and melancholy Light. I 
rezuma obſerved it, and drawing nearer, t 
take a better View, ſaw within it a Rep 
ſentation of the Night, amidſt whoſe Obſci 
rity Were ſeen ſome Parts of the Heaven 
vered with Stars, and ſo diſtinctly repreſente⸗ 
that he turned his Eyes to the Sun, as ont 


Eyes the ſecond Time on that ſeeming Glas, 
he ſpy'd, inſtead of Night, What gave hin 
greater Aſtoniſhment; for there appeared tv 
his Sight an Army of Men, that came fromith } 

Eaſt, making a terrible Slaughter of his Sub 
jects. He aſſembled the Magicians and Prictt 
to conſult about this Prodigy, and the Bin 
ſtood immoveable, till many of them had tried 
the ſame PPS ; but u it got ava 
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nd vaniſhd in their Preſence, leaving them 
nother Preſage in its aſtoniſhing Flight. | 
SoxE few Days aftcr a Country-man came 
> the Palace, one that was reputed a plain 
ownright Man, who earneſtly, and with 
oſterions Inſtances, preſs'd to have Audience 
If the King. He was introduced to his Pre- 
ce after various Conſultations, and having 
ade his Obeyſance, without any Manner of 
WDiſturbance or Fear, he ſpoke to him in his 
uſtick Idiom, but with a kind of Freedom 
ind Eloquence, which denoted a more than 
atural Tranſport, or that the Words were not 
is own, but were inſpired, ſaying, © Yeſter- 
* day in the Evening, Sir, being upon my 
Farm, employed in the Improvement of 
my Land, I ſaw an Eagle of an extraordi- 
* nary Magnitude, which ſtoop'd down fu- 
« riouſly upon. me, and, catching me between 
his Claws, carried me a great Way through 
« the Air, till he ſet me down near 2 ſpacious 
Caye, in which was a Man in Royal Robes, 
* ſleeping amoneſt Diverſity of Flowers and 
© Perfumes, with a ſcented Compoſition burn- 
„ing in his Hand. I drew ſomewhat nearer, 
« and ſaw your Likeneſs, or, perhaps, it was 
© yourſelf; for I cannot affirm, though, in my 
* own Opinion, I had my Senſes free. I was 
going to withdraw, being afraid, and full of 
Awe; but an imperious Voice ſtopp'd and 
frighted me a- new, commanding me to take 
the burning Perfume out of your Hand, and 
apply it to a Part of your Thigh that was un- 
Vor. I. I. covered 
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[ 0 e covered. I refuſed as long as I could, to com 
=_ e mit ſuch a Piece of Wickedneſs: But tal 


_— *< ſame Voice, in a terrible Tone, forced me u 
=_ * obey. Upon which, Sir, without being ah| 
=_ « to reſiſt, and being made bold by Fear, I y 
1 « plicd the burning g Compoſition to your Thigh 
q | J“ and you endured the burning, withon 
4 Waking, or making any Motion. 1 ſhoul 
have thought you dcad, but that your quit 
—_— « Breathing "ſhewed you to be alive. Tha 
1 ce that fame Voice (which ſeemed to be forme 
c in the Air) ſaid to me; Thus ſleeps th 
“King, given up to his Delights and Vanitig 
« when he has the Anger of his Gods upa 


A 


1 ce him, and ſo many Enemics, who come fron 
4 the other Part of the World to deſtroy hi 
{ay « Monarchy and Religion. Bid him awake 
FR « and prevent, if he can, the Miſeries and 


« Calamitics that threaten him. Scarce hu 
« he pronounced theſe Words, which I ber 
« dceply imprinted in my Memory, when the 


wr 
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LY Eagle took me up in his Talons, and ſe 

N « me down on my Land, without the lei 
. « Hurt. And thus do I perform what the Gow WW. 
. * have cnjoin'd me. Awake, Sir; for you 
bl « Pride and Cruelty have provok'd then 
14 4 ſay again, Awake, or take Care how y 
Bl « {lcep, fince the burning Sting of your Co- 
4 « ſcience does not rouſe you; nor can you be 


«© now ignorant, that the Cries of your People 
have reached Heaven before they came to 
your Ears. 
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TaxsE, or ſuch like Words, did the Peaſant. 
cliver, or the Spirit, that ſpoke i in him; and 
Uurning his Back, went off with ſo much Re- 
yution, that no Man durſt ſtop him. Au. 
guma (in the firſt Heat of his Paſſion) was 
oing to order him to be killed; but was pre- 
ented by a new Pain he felt in his Thigh, 
hcre he, and all preſent, beheld the Mark 
df a freſh Burning: Which ſtrange Sight aſto- 
ih'd and made him thoughtful ; but he till 
_ to puniſh the Peaſant, by making him 
Sacrifice to appeaſe his Gods. Theſe Admo- 
itions proceeded from the Devil, and ſhew'd 
he Wickedneſs of their Original, as ſerving 
ather to provoke a Man to Anger and Ob- 
inacy, than to bring him to the Knowledge 
of his Fault. 

Born theſe Accidents might be improv'd 
Wby the Credulity of thoſe barbarous People, 

from whole Relation the Spaniards had them 
in this Manner: But we do not think it un- 


«t WW ikcly, that the Devil ſhould make uſe of ſuch- 
ie Artifices to ſet Moteguma againſt the 
W Janiards, and put what Stops he could to 


the Introduction of the Goſpel. For it is cer- 
tain, that he might (fuppoſing the Divine Per- 
miſſion in the Uſe of his Knowledge) feign 
or form thoſe Phantoms and monſtrous Ap- 
paritions, or even make viſible Bodies, by con- 
denſing the Air with a Mixture of the other 
Elements; or, as often happens, he might 
'mpole upon the Senſes, and delude the Ima- 
mation; of which we have ſome Examples 

2 in 
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the more credible. 


Suma, and fo diſmayed the wiſe Men of r 


the Fierceneſs of their Horſes, and by callin 


made at Tabaſco (of which War they hi 
immediate Notice); and tho' they did not i 
| lieve they were immortal, as the Fear of tit 


$4 
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in the holy Scriptures, which make what . 
find of the ſame Nature in prophane Hiſtoy 


THESE and other portentous Signs, wh | 
were ſeen at Mexico, and in ſeveral Parts q 
the Empire, had ſo broke the Spirit of Movin 


Council, that when = ſecond Embaſly fra 
Cortes arrived, they concluded, that all t 
Ruin and Calamity with which they wa 
threatned, was come upon them. 

TRE Conſultations were long, and the 
nions various. Some thought, that thoſe amm 
Strangers, coming at a Time of ſo many PA: 
digies, ought to by treated as Enemies; fa 
that cither to admit, or truſt them, would xl 
oppoſing the Will of their Gods, Who ha 
civen them ſo many Warnings before th 
Blow, in order to avoid it. Others, eit 
out of Moderation or Fear, endeavoured v 
obſtruct the Breach, by extolling the Valourd 
the Strangers, the Force of their Arms, ail 


to Mind the Deſtruction and Slaughter tho 


Vanquiſhed had given out, yet did they nd 
think them Creatures of their own Specis 
but found in them ſome Reſemblance of thi 
Gods, by their Management of Lightnin 
with which (in thcir Opinion) they "fought 
and by the Command they had over thok 

Brut 
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[2 utes, who underſtood their Orders, and 


ought for them. 
MoTEZUMA heard them; and taking a 
Medium between both Opinions, reſolved ab- 


olutely to deny Cortes the Liberty he asked 
Wof coming to his Court; to command him 
nmediately to leave thoſe Coaſts; and at the 


zme Time, to ſend him another Preſent like 
he former, which might engage him to obey. 


; But in caſe this ſhould not be ſufficient,” he re- 


ſolved to uſe Force, and raiſe a powerful 
\rmy of ſuch Men, that there ſhould be no 
ſe to fear the like ill Succeſs as at T abaſco. 


For he was ſenſible he ought not to deſpiſe the 


mall Number of thoſe Strangers, in whoſe 


Wprodigious Arms, and extraordinary Valour, 


there appeared ſo many Advantages ; eſpecially, 


conſidering that they arrived upon his Coaſts 


at {0 u a Time, and when fo many 
frightful Prodigies had appeared, as ſeemed to 


\ magnify their Forces, ſince they merited the 


Care and Warning of his Gods. 
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CHAP T; 


Franciſco de Montejo returns, having ai 
covered the Town of Quiabiſlan. Mode 
zuma's Ambaſſadors arrive, and depan 
diſſatisfy'd. The S oldiers incline to Ms 
tiny ; and Hernan Cortes makes uſe of 4 

| ”— to appeaſe them. 


HII. ST Motezuma's Court was in 
up With theſe melancholy Reflection 
Hernan Cortes endeavoured to get ſome Ac 
count of the Country ; to gain the good Wil 
of the Indians who repaired to his Quarten; 
and to encourage his Men, by inſpiring then 
with the ſame great Hopes of which his own 
Heart aſſured him. At that Time Franciſu 
de Montejo returned from his Voyage, having 
coaſted ſome Leagucs up to the Northward, 
and diſcovered a Town called Quzabiſin 
ſituate in a fertile Soil, and well cultivated, 
near an anchoring Place, or Bay, capaciou 
enough, where, in the Opinion of the Pilots 
the Ships might ride and be ſecure under the 
Shelter of ſome great Rocks, which broke 
tie Force of the. Winds. This Place w: 
_ diſtant from St. Juan de Ulua, about twelve 
Leagues: And Hernan Cortes began to con. 
ſider it as a commodious Situation whither to 
remove his Quarters: But before he came to 
a Reſolution, Motegumas Anſwer arrived. 
TEVUTILE, with the principal Captains of 
his Troops, came with their little Perfuming 
Pans, 
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ens, burning Gum-Copal. After the ſmoak- 
Wn Courteſies and Ceremonies were over, 
utile ordered Motegumas Preſent to be 
roduced ; which was ſomewhat leſs, but of 
e ſame Sort of Goods, and Picces of Gold, 
W: came with the firſt Embaſſy : All that they 
Wrought particular, was four green Stones, like 
WE: mcralds, called Chalcuites ; and Teutzle told 
Cortes, with a great deal of Gravity, That 
Motezuma had ſent thoſe Stones to the King 
„/ Spain, as Fewels of an ineſtimable Value : 
In Enhancement to which little Regard was 
to be had, where Glaſs was held in ſuch great 
Eſteem. | | 
Tur Embaſſy was deliver'd in Terms re- 
ſolute and diſagreeable; and the Concluſion 
Jof it was, to diſmiſs the Gueſts without giving 
them Leave to reply. Night drew on; and 
= whcn Cortes was beginning his Anſwer, the 
Ave Maria Bell rung in that Barrack that 
ſerved for a Chapel : He kneel'd down to ſay 
W that Prayer; as did all the rcſt, after his Exam- 
ple. Their Silence and Devotion ſtruck the 
Indians with Admiration ; and Teutzle asked 
Donna Marina the Meaning of that Cerc- 
= mony. Cortes underſtood their Queſtion, and 
W thought it proper to make uſe of this Oppor- 
tunity, while he fatisfy'd their Curioſity, to 
talk to them upon the Subject of Religion. 
| Father Bartolome de Olmedo took it in hand, 
| and endeayoured to ſuit his Diſcourſe to their 
Blindneſs, giving them ſome ſmall Light into 
the Myſteries of our Faith. He labour'd, with 
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all his Eloquence, to make them — 
that there was but One God, the Beginning 
and End of all Things: That in their.\Idok 
they adored the Devil, the mortal Enemy q 
Mankind; enforcing what he ſaid with Reg 
ſons eaſy to be comprehended : Which th 
Indians liſtened to with ſome ſort of Attez 
tion, as if they were ſenſible of the Force i 
Truth. wo 
HERNAN CoRTEs made uſe of this Þ4 
ginning to return to his Anſwer; telling Te 
tile, That one of the Points. of his Embaſy 
and the principal Motive which his Kin 
had to offer his Friendſhip to Motezuma, wa; 
the Obligation Chriſtian Princes lay under h 
oppoſe the Errors of laolatry, and the Den 
he had to inſtruct him in the Knowledge i 
the Truth, and to help him to get free fron 
the Slavery of the Devil, the inviſible. Ty 
rant of his Kingdoms, who, in Reality, hell 


him a Slave and Vaſſal, tho' in outward A. 


pearance, he was jo powerful a Monarth. 
And that coming from ſuch remote Countries, 
1. Affairs. of ſuch a Nature, and in ili 


ame of another more powerful Ki ng, « 


could not omit makin 7 new Efforts, « 
ferſevering in his Tnſi 
prevail to be heard, ſince he came on a peatt 


able Account, as appeared by the ſinul 
Number of his Men , from which no &. picim 


could be had of greater Deſigns. 


_— No ſooner had Tewutzle heard the Reſolution 
of Cortes, than he ſtarted up haſtily, and with 
-644; dais nn. DOR | IO 


ances, till he ul 


me fort of Impatience, between Anger and 
onfuſion, told him, That hitherto the Great 


otezuma had treated him courteouſiy, aud 


os Gueſt; but that if be continued obſtinate, 
ey would be his own Fault, if he found himſelf 
th ted as an Enemy; and without ſtaying for 
el Anſwer, or ſo much as taking Leave, he 


urned his Back, and went haſtily out of his 
reſence, followed by Pilpatoe, and the reſt 


f his Attendants. Hernan Cortes: was a 
ie ſtartled at Teutile's Proceeding; but ſo 
| Such Maſter of himſelf, that turning to his 
r WP coplc, with a Smile in his Countenance, 
ec {hall ſce, ſays he, where this Challenge 

vill end: We know already how their 


Armies fight. And, for the moſt part, 
Threats are the Effects of Fear.” And 
whilſt they were gathering up the Preſent, he 
vent on, © Theſe Barbarians. ſhall not fo 
= calily prevail with a Span Army to retire ; 
for thoſe Riches are to be looked upon as 
= < Gifts out of Seaſon, which ſhew more 
= Weakneſs than Generofity.” Thus did he 
lay hold of all Opportunities, to encourage 
his People. And that very Night (tho' it was 
not likely that the Mexicans ſhould have pre- 
= parcd an Army to aflault the Quarters) the 
& Guards were doubled, and Cortes provided 
againſt what was poſſible, as againſt a Thing 
certain: For Commanders can never be too 
careful; and many times, that which ſeems 
= !pcruous, is found to have been neceſſary. 


As 
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As ſoon as the Day appeared, the Spaniaii 
KH found a conſiderable Alteration; which ei 
them. fome Diſturbance ; for thoſe India 

which inhabited P2/patoe's Cabbins, were 1 
tired within the Land, and not a Man appeny 
in all the Country: Thoſe alſo kept awy 
who uſed to bring them Proviſions from tt 
neighbouring Towns. Theſe Beginnings g 
Want (rather feared, than ſuffered) were (if 
ficient to make ſome Soldiers begin to 


4 uncaſy, looking upon it as very unadviſed þ 
: think of ſettling in that Country ; which My. 


muring ſome Friends of Diego Velaſquez tod 
Advantage of, and began to exclaim, ſaying 
without any Reſerve, in common Dilſcourk, 
That Hernan Cortes had a Mind to deſtry 
them, and ambitiouſly purſued a Deſi, 
without a Force any Way proportioned to th 
Undertaking : That the Intention of maintain 
mg themſelves with ſuch a Handful of Peopi 
an the Dominions of fo powerful a Print, 
would be judged raſh by all Men: And tht 
it was now neceſſary, that they ſhould all d. 
mand to return to the Iſland of Cuba, in ordr 
to refit the Fleet, and reinforce the Arm), 
and fo proceed upon that Undertaking with 
better Foundation. 15 9 
HERNAN CORTES was informed of this 
and making uſc of his Fricnds and Confidents 
to enquire into the Opinions of the reſt of 
his Men, he found that he had on his Side the 
moſt in Number, and thoſe of greateſt Com 
ſequence. Upon which Security he ſuffered 
himſelf 
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Winſelf to be ſeen by the Malecontents. Diego 
, Ordas was the Perſon who ſpoke in the 
amc of all, and, with ſome Heat and Diſ- 
Wipcct, told him, « That the Soldiers were 
very much diflatisfy 'd, and upon the Point 
of laying aſide all Obedience, having been 
informed that he deſigned to proſecute his 
Undertaking; and that no body could blame 
them, for neither the Number of Men, 
Condition of the Ships, nor their Reſerve 
of Proviſions or Ammunitions of War, had 
any Proportion with the Intent of con- 
* quering ſo large and powerful an Empire: 
* That no Man had ſo little Value for him- 
ſelf, as to ſubmit to be caſt away to plcaſe 
© another's Humour; and that therefore it was 
© now Time to conſider of returning to the 
« Iſland of Cuba, to the end that Diego 
= J. Velaſgues might reinforce his Fleet, and 
take this difficult Enterprize in hand upon 
better Advice, and with a greater Force.“ 

HERNAN CoRTESs heard him, without 


both with the Propoſal, and the Manner, of 
delivering it; on the contrary, he anſwered 
him, (with a compoſed Voice and Counte- 
nance) © That he was obliged to him for the 
Advice, not having known before, that the 
W © Soldicrs were diſſatisficd; but on the con- 
* trary, belicving that they were well con- 
* tented, and deſirous to go on; becauſe in 
* that Enterprize, none could complain ot 


* Ene but thoſe that were weary of being 
« happy : 


ſeeming offended, as he had Reaſon to be, 
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8 happy: That a Voyage, without any ill 4. 
<& cidents, favoured, by the Winds and Se, 
40 Succeſſes, ſuch as their Hearts could wil 
ec the remarkable Favours of Heaven at 
, Sumel; a Victory at Tabaſco; and in 1 
Country where they were, fo much cool 
<« Treatment and Proſperity ; were not Preſyi 
K that could any Ways diſcourage the 
% That neither was it very much for thy 
Honour to deſiſt from their Undertakiy 
© before they had ſeen the Face of Dang 
e eſpecially, conſidering that Difficulties a 
** wont to appear greateſt at a Diſtance, al 
de the Phantoms of Danger,  form'd by th 
Imagination, to vaniſh upon the Experiment 
But that if the Soldiers were already ſod; 
ct jected and fearful, (as he faid) it would be 
& a.Folly to depend upon them in fo diffial 
<« an Enterprize; and therefore he would in 
* mediately conſider of returning to. the 
< Iland of Cuba, as had been propoſed; 
« confeſling, that the Knowledge of the pt: 
vate Soldiers being poſſeſſed with that Ops 
% nion, did not make ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
* him, as it did to find it ſupported by tt 
Advice of his Friends.” With theſe aul 
other ſuch like Words, he at that Time 
fruſtrated the Intention of thoſe prejudicel 
Mutineers, without leaving them any thing to 
deſire, till the Time ſhould come to undeceive 
them; and with this artful Diſlimulation (ſome: 
times allow'd to Prudence) he made believe, 
that he receded from his Reſolution, that he 
might be the better able to purſue it. 


"AN 


* 
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A 
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"CHAP. VI. 1 : 


Je Return to Cuba 5s given out. The 951 
diers, prepar d by Cortes, exclaim. againſt = 
it. The C azique of Zempoala ſues for his 1 
Friendſhip, and, in Kae, al make a Settle: 
mens. | | 


OON after Dieg 0. de Or da and thoſe 
Jof his Party bad left Hernan Cortes, he 


= 
c Directions for publiſhing the Return tg 
he Iſland of Cuba, and ordered the Captains 


ſhould embark with their reſpective Compa- 
W:ics on Board the Veſſels under their Com- 
mand, and be ready to fail the next Day early 
in thc Morning: But no ſooner was this Re- 
1» WY {olution publiſhed among the Soldiers, than 

Wo who were underhand gained to the Ge⸗ 
W ncral's Intereſt began to ſtir in the Affair, cry- 
ing out, That Hernan Cortes had deceived 

bs them, making them believe they were go- 
ing to ſettle in that Country ; 3 that they 
© < would not leave it, or return to the Ian 
of Cuba; adding, that if he had a Mind to 
« retire, Be might do it with all ſuch as were 
1 willing to follow him, for they could not 
Want fome Gentleman that would take upon 
him to command them.” 

Tuls Clamour increaſed ſo much, and was 
fo well managed, that it brought over many 
of thoſe that had been forced or perſuaded 
into the contrary Faction; and Cortes's Friends, 
who 


\ 
1 

_ 

A 


l fore this Ardour cooled, they went to bin 


put him in Mind of what had happened t 


c puſilanimous Perſon, and the Command 


underſtand that he was convinced} ſaying, 


« did not name, to make the greater Myſtet 
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who had ſtirred up one Part, were oi 
appeaſe the other. They commended thy 
Reſolution, and offered to ſpeak to Cortes 
ſuſpend the Execution of his Order. And u 


attended by many of the Soldiers, in "ia 
Preſence they acquainted him loudly, © Ty 
the Troops were upon the Point to mutiy 
44 on account of his Order: They complain 
* (or pretended that others did) that he hy 
leg ſuch a Reſolution, without the 4 
ce vice of his Captains. They laid it befys 
him as a Diſhonour, unbecoming Spanzark 
* to quit their Undertaking on the firſt Ry 
«© mours of Difficulty, and to turn their Bad 
before they had drawn their Swords. The 


A. 


c 


A 


c 


A 


Juan de Grijalva; that all the Diſpleaſut 
of Diego de Velaſques was occaſioned by 
© his not making a Settlement in the Cout 
« try he had diſcover d, and maintaining him: 
e ſelf there; for which he was treated as! 


« 


A 


« of the Fleet taken from him.“ In fine, 
they told him what he himſelf had diQated 
to which he hearkened as to ſomething ney: 
And ſuffering himſelf to be entreated and pet: 
ſuaded to do what he defi red, gave them to 


«© That he had been miſinformed; that ſome 
*« of thoſe who were principally concerned in 
ce the Succeſs of the Undertaking, (whom be 


4 Of 
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edi of the Matter) had aſſured him that all the 

Mien cried out to leave that Country, and 
return to the Iſland of Cuba; and that as he 
had taken that Reſolution (contrary to his 
own Opinion) to pleaſe his Soldiers, he 
would ſtay with much more Satisfaction, 
ſince he found them better diſpoſed for the 
Service of the King, and to diſcharge the 
Duty of good Spaniards; but that they muſt 
know he would not have Soldiers againſt 
their Inclinations; nor was War an Em- 
ployment for thoſe that were forced to it; 
that whoſoever thought fit to return to the 
Iſland of Cuba, might freely do it, and that 


he would immediately give Orders to pro- 
0 vide Veſſels and Proviſions for the Voyage 
of all ſuch as were not willing to follow 
his Fortune. This Reſolution met with 


Treat Applauſe : Their Acclamations rung with 
le Name of Cortes: The Air was filled with 
EN oiſc and Hats, after the Manner Soldiers arc 
wont to cxpreſs their Satisfaction: Some made 
Rejoicings, becauſe they were truly glad, and 
others, that they might not be diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe who were ſo. No one was ſo bold 

at that Time as to contradict the making of a" 
W Sctticment ; nor did thoſe very Men, who had 
been the Malecontents, know what to ſay for 
themſelyes 3 but Hernan Cortes admitted of 
ſuch Excuſes as they could offer, without en- 
aquiring furthier into the Affair, laying that up 
for a better Opportunity. 


Ir 
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II happened at this Time, that Whilſt pl 
hal Dias del Caſtillo, with another So 
ſtood Centinels at one of the Avenues, till 
ſpy d five Indians coming along the Way! ner 
the Sea-fide, towards the Quarters, and thin WA 
ing them too ſmall a Number to alarm th 
Army, they ſuffer d them)to draw near. "Thy 
ſtopp d at a little Diſtance, and gave to nin. 
ſtand by Signs, that they came in a peace, 
Manner with a Meſſage to their Genet| 
Bernal Diaz went with them, leaving h 
Comrade in the ſame Poſt to obſerve if fl 
more followed. Hernan Cortes received the 
very civilly, ordering them to be well treat 
before he heard them, and obſerved thy 
ſeem' d to be of another Nation, as differ 
from the Mexicans in their Habit, thowt 
like them they had Rings in their Ears al 
Lips, with Jewels hanging to them; whit, 
tho' they were of Gold, were a Deformit 
inſtead of an Ornament. Their Language ib 
had a different Sound; and when Aguilar al 
Donna Marina came, it appear'd that tir 
ſpoke in a different Idiom; and it was 
Luck that one of them underſtood, and wit 
fome Difhculty pronounced the Mexican Iu 
guage; by which Means, and not withot 
ſome Trouble, it was known, that they w 
ſent by the Lord of Zempoala (a Provincet 
a ſmall Diſtance) to viſit the Captain of tho 
valiant People, whoſe great Actions in tit 
Province of Tabaſco had reached his Ears 


and who being a warlike Prince, and a Frienl 
| t 
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o brave Men, deſired his Friendſhip. They 
gvelt much upon the Value their Maſter had 
or good Soldiers, as doubting leſt the Sani- 
rds ſhould attribute that to his Fear, which 
ſounded better as the Effect of his Inclination. 
HERNAN Co RT ES very coutteouſly ac- 
epted of the good Correſpondence and Friend- 
up propoſed to him on the Part of their Ca- 
ique, looking on it as a particular Favour of 
cy, that this Embaſſy ſhould arrive at a 
ime when the Mexicans had left him, of 
Whom he was now grown jcalous; and he 
it the more Value upon it, when he under- 
ood that the Province of Zempoala was in 
he Road to that Place, which Franciſco de 
ontejo diſcovered from the Coaſt, whither 
e was then thinking to remove his Quarters. 
e asked the Indians ſome Queſtions, to in- 
orm himſelf of the Inclination and Forces of 
he Cazique. One of them was, How it came 
0 paſs, that they (being ſo near) had ſo long 
Wclaycd coming with this Propoſal? To which 
bey anſwered, that the Zempoalans had no- 
hing to do where the Mexicans appeated, 
vhoſe Cruelties were ill brooked by thoſe of 
their Nation. 
Inis Intelligence was not diſagreeable to 
Hernan Cortes ; and diving farther into it 
with fome Curioſity, he underſtood that Mo- 
{eztma was a cruet Prince, abhorred for his 
Pride and Tyranny; that many of his People 
were ſubject out of Fear; and that ſome Pro- 
vinces thereabouts were defirous to free them- 
Vo L. I. = - {elves 


- 162 The Hiftory of the Book | 
ſelves from his Yoke.. This made his Pow 
appear the leſs formidable; and ſeveral Soi 
of Stratagems came into his Head, and Mea 
of increaſing his Army, which gave him ſon 
ſort of confuſed Encouragement. The fi 
that occurr'd, was to take Part with thoſe &iM 
flicted People; believing that it would nothy! 
difficult or unreaſonable to form a Party agail 
a Tyrant among his own Rebels. So he «Wi 
ſoned then; and it fell out afterwards accoi. 
ingly, it being verified (by a freſh Example): 
the Ruin of that ſo powerful an Empire, thi 
the greateſt Strength of a King conſiſts in MR 
Love of his Subjects. He immediately & 
miſs'd thoſe Indians with ſome Gifts, in Toka 
of Friendſhip; and told them he would ſox 
go and pay their Maſter a Viſit, in order y 
eſtabliſh a Friendſhip with him, and give hin 
the Aſſiſtance he ſhould ftand in need of. 
Hs Intent was to paſs through that Proving, 
and take a View of Quiabiſlan, where he hu 
Thoughts of fixing his firſt Settlement, by Re iſ 
ſon of the good Account he had received d 


its Fertility. But it behov'd him for. othe t 
Ends, which he was then contriving how 

compaſs, to haſten the forming of his ſmil 
Corporation in his preſent Quarters, altho' k Wil 
Was to remove the Troops to a Place mot 


commodious. He communicated his Reſol. 
tion with thoſe Captains that were his. Cont 
dents; and having, by this Means, ſmoothe! 
the Way for what he had to propoſe, he 4 
ſembled the Men, in order to name the Off 
ces 
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rs of the new Government. At which ſhort 
onference, thoſe who were acquainted with 
e Mind of Cortes prevailed ; and Alonſo 
nandeg Portocarrero, and Franciſco de 
ntejo, were appointed Alcaldes; Alonſo 
⸗vila, Pedro and Alonſo de Alvarado, and 
W1zalo de Sandoual were Regidores : The 
Whicf Alguazil and Procurator-General were 
ian de Eſcalante and Franciſco Alvares 
hico. They alſo appointed the Clerk of the 
ouncil, with other inferior Officers ; and 
wing taken the accuſtomed! Oath, to obſerve 
W caſon and Jaſtice, according to their Duty, 
Hor the greater Service of God and the King, 
ey took Poſſeſſion, and began to exerciſe 
Wt hcir Employments with the uſual Solemnity, 
calling their new Settlement by the Name of 
Villa Rica de la Vera Crus, which Title it 
preſerved in the Place where it was afterwatds 
fed, being called Villa Rica, in Remem- 
brance of the Gold they had ſeen in that Coun- 
try, and de la Vera Cruz, in Acknowledg- 
ment of their landing there on the Friday of 
the Croſs, or Good Friday. 1 
HERNAN CORTES was preſent at theſe 
Functions, as a private Perſon among the other 
Members of the Colony: And tho he could 
not caſily lay aſide that Kind of Superiority 
Which is wont fo confiſt in the Refpect which 
others pay, he endeavoured to ſupport the Au- 
thority of theſe new Miniſters, and by his Re- 
ſpect, to induce the reft to obey them. And 
this Deference was founded upon Policy; for 
M 2 : the 
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the Authority of that Council, and the SM 
miſſion of the reſt to them, was of much ca 
. ſequence to him, to the End that the SV 
of Juſtice, and the Voice of the People, mig 

ſupply the Defect of the Military Juriſdidin 
which reſided in him by Delegation frag 
Diego Velaſquez, and which being, in Tr 
. revoked, ſtood then upon too weak a Foy 
dation to enter upon ſo difficult an Enterprix 
A Defe& which gave him great Uneaſing; 
for he was obliged to diſſemble it with thi 
that obcyed him, and was embaraſs'd in h 
Reſolutions by the Difficulty of making 8 li 
felf be - 2500 


8 


CHAP. VII. 


Hernan Cortes (in the frſt Council ulil 
was held at Vera Cruz) renounces the Jil 
of Captain- General, which he held fin 
Diego Velaſquez; and the Town and Ph 
** elect him anew. 


HE next Day in the Morning hi Cow 

cil met, under Colour of conſultin 
about ſome Points rclating to the Preſent 
tion and Augmentation of their new Scttk | 
ment; and ſoon after Hernan Cortes defit | 
Admittance to propoſe an Affair which cr 
cern'd the publick Good. The Council ro 


up to receive him; and he paying his Reſpei 
2 ® 
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othe Magiſtracy of the Town, went and took 
Wis Scat immediately next to the firſt Regidor, 
nd ſpoke to this Effect: 
« GENTLEMEN, Since, by the Mercy of 
God, we have in this Council the Perſon of 
«the King repreſented, before whom we 
cought to diſcover our Hearts, and ſpeak 
„without Artifice, which is the Vaſlalage, 
whereby Men of Worth pay him the 
* greateſt Acknowledgment; I come into 


* without any other Deſign than that of his 
Service, in which fort of Zeal you will 
allow me the Ambition of not being your 
© inferior. You are conſidering of the Means 
© of eſtabliſhing this new Corporation, happy 
alrcady in depending upon your Direction. 
it will not be foreign to the Purpoſe to in- 
form you of my Thoughts and Reſolutions, 
that you may not act upon any ill- founded 
« Suppoſitions, which may oblige you to rea- 
« ſon afreſh, and take new Meaſures. This 
© Town, which to Day begins to riſe under 
« the Protection of your Government, is 
founded in a Clin unknown, and full 
* of Pcople, where wc have already ſeen 
A * ſome Signs of Reſiſtance, ſufficient to make 
* us believe that we are engaged in a difficult 
* Enterprize, where we ſhall ſtand in equal 
Need of Heads and Hands, and where very 
often Force mult proſecute what Prudence 
* " has begun. This is not a Time to depend 


on politick Maxims, or unarmed Counſels. 
M 3 * Your 


your Preſence, as if I appeared before his, 
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1 „Jour firſt Care muſt be to preſerve th C 
ee Army, which ſerves you as a Rampart 3-0 
« *tis my firſt Duty to inform you, that ity 
c not at this Time in ſuch a Condition 21 
ce requiſite to entruſt it with our Security, al 

c our Hopes. You very well know, tha 
« command this Army without any ode 
« Commiſſion than the Nomination of Din 
4 Velaſquex, which was recall'd ſoon an 
tc it had been given me. I lay aſide the h 
&« jury he did me by his Miſtruſt, as being a. 
& Other Affair: But I cannot deny, that tl 
„Military Power, which we ſo much ſtay 
ce in need of, is lodged at preſent in me, on 
c trary to the Inclination of him who gait 
e and is founded on a Title of Force, whid 
ce cannot conceal the Weakneſs of its Ot 
c nal. The Soldiers are not ignorant of ti 
© Defect; nor am I ſo mean-ſpirited, wt 
ce deſire to command them with ſuch Auth 
ce rity as may be queſtioned : Nor is the bt 
e terprize we have in hand of ſuch a Natur, 
ce as to enter upon it with an Army that rathe 
© obeys out of mere Cuſtom, than for thiti 
ec js under a reaſonable Obligation of Obel 
Hence. It belongs to you, Gentlemen, tt 
ce apply the Remedy to this Inconvenienq ! 
« and the Council which at preſent repreſs 
< our, King, may, in his Royal Name, pu 
ce vide for the Government of his Troops, bf 
& chuling a Perſon free from (ſuch Except: 
© ons. There are ſeveral Perſons in this Am 


te capable of that Emp! oyment y and it vil 
« he 
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be much better fill'd by any one that may 
« have another Sort of Authority, or that may 

« receive it at your Hands. I, from this Mo- 

« ment, quit all Right which could accrue to 


ume by Poſſeſſion, and deliver back into your 
1 « Hands the Title by which I have held it, = 
her that you may conſider with all poſſible Free- = 


dom upon your Election: And I can aſſure 


4 « you, that all my Ambition ſolely tends to = 
q ce promote the good Succeſs of our Under- = 
5 « taking ; and that I can, without offering the = 
* cc leaſt Violence to myſelf, take up a Pike 9 
10 « with that Hand which lays down the Staff 


« of a General; for if in War Men learn to 
command by obeying, there are alſo Caſes, 

in which the having commanded, reaches 
© them how to obey. ” 

Ius ſaid, he threw upon the Table the 
| Commiſſion given him by Diego Velaſquez, 
kiſs d the Truncheon, and delivering it into 
che Hands of the Alcaldes, retired to his Bar- HY 
rack. It is likely he was under no Uncaſineſs =_ 
about the Event; for he had ſo diſpoſed Mat- "= 
ters, that he adventured but little in the Re- _ 
ſolution. But it muſt be confeſs'd; that his 
Manner of Acting was handſome and noble, 

and no leſs commendable the Art he uſed to 
ſupply the Defeats in his Authority, which 
had neither Force nor Decency. The Coun- 
cil ſoon reſoly'd upon the Election; for ſome 
had conſidered what they were to propoſe, and 
others had nothing to reply. They all voted 
to admit the Reſignation of Cortes; but that 
M 4 he 
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he ought to be obliged to take upon him th 
Command of the Army again 3 the 'Towll 
giving. him his Commiſſion in the Name d 
the King, during the Time, and in the Inte 
rim, until His Majeſty ſhould otherwiſe order 
And they reſolved to communicate the ney 
Election to the People, either to ſee how thy 
would receive it, or that indeed they werek 
tisfied of their Approbation. 
THE People were called tog acther by. th 
Voice of a Crier; and the Renunciation i 
Cortes being publiſhed, with the Refolutin 
of the Council, they received ſuch Applauk 
as was cithcr hoped « or concerted, Great wer 
the Acclamations and Rejoicings of the Pes 
ple. Some congratulated the Council on tha 
good Election: Others demanded Cortes, u 
if he had been denied them: And if any wer 
of a contrary Opinion, they either diſſemblei 
their Diſcontent by Acclamations, or took 
care not to be remarkable by their Silence. 
This Work being over, the Alcaldes and Ne 
gidores went with the greateſt Part of hol 
Soldiers (who now repreſented the Towns 
People) to the Quarters of Hernan Cortes; 
and acquainted him, That the Town of Vila 
Rica de la Vera Crus had, in the Name | 
the King Don Carlos, with the Conſent and 
Approbation of the Inhabitants, in full Coun- 
cil, choſen and appointed him General of the 
Army of New Spain; and, in cafe it were 
_ neceſſary, did require and command him to 
take upon! him that Poſt, it being 5 See 
N OI 
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xx the publick Good of the Town, and his 
zieſty's greater Services: vi. 5ST Sh 
HERNAN CoRTES accepted the new. Com- 


and (for ſo he called it, to diſtinguiſh it 


ven by Name from that which he had re- 
ounced) with great Civility and Reſpect; 


nd now began to govern the Troops with 


nother kind of inward Security, which had 


1 ts Effect in the Obedience of the Soldiers. 


Tae Dependents upon Diego Velaſquez 
eſented this Alteration in a very indiſcreet 


Manner; for they could nor diſguiſe their 


cxation, nor would they give way to the 


WCurrcnt which they were not able to ſtem. 


hey endeavoured to invalidate the Autho- 
rity of the Council, and caſt Reflections on 


Cortes, blaming his Ambition, and talking 
W with Contempt of thoſe that were deceived, 


and did not know it. And as Scandal has its 
hidden Poiſon, and an unknown Power over 


W thoſe that hear it, it ſpread in their Conver- 


ſations, where there wanted not ſome who 
hearken'd to, and endeavoured to foment it. 
Hernan Cortes did all that lay in his Power 
to remedy this Inconvenience in the Begin- 
ning, apprehending it might draw away thoſe 
who were already diſquieted, or put thoſe in- 
to a Commotion who were caſily ſtirred up. 
He had alrcady found by Expericnce how 


little his Patience avail'd, and that gentle 


Means produc'd contrary Effects, rendring the 


Evil worſe; and therefore reſolvd to make 


uſe of Severity, which generally has the beſt 
Effect 
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Effect upon the Inſolent. He ordered Dig 
de Ordaz, Pedro Eſcudero, and Juan I 
daſquez de Leon, to be ſeized, puBlickh: Y 
tied on board the Fleet, and put in I 
This Action ſtruck a great Terror 0 \ 
Troops; and it was his Deſign to improweili 
declaring in a very poſitive and refolute Mull 
ner, that he ſeized them as ſeditious Perſu 
and Difturbers of the publick Peace; and ti 
he would proceed againſt them, and m] 
them pay for their Obſtinacy with the Loſiꝗ 
their Heads. In which Severity, whether wil 
or affected, he continu'd ſome Days, withullfi 
proceeding to the Rigor of Juſtice: For k 
rather deſired to reform, than to puniſh then 
Ar firſt he ſuffer d none to go near them; H 
afterwards, by way of Tolcration, permit 
it, artfully making uſe of this Permiſſion, u 
ſome of his Confidents to endeayour to « 
duce, and bring them to Reaſon ; which n 
Time they compaſſed, he ſuffering himſelf» Wl 
be pacified ſo effectually, that he made the 
his Friends; and they ſtood by him in All th 
Accidents which afterwards befel him. 
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7h Spaniards march ; and the Fleet fails 
or Quiabiſlan. They enter Zempoala in 
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j' 
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Met their Way ; where the Cazique makes 
Ma them welcome; and they recerve freſh Ac- 
7 counts of the Tyrannies of Motezuma. 


impriſon'd, Pedro de Alvarado march- 
ed out with a hundred Men, to view the 
Country, and bring in ſome Proviſions ; for 
now they began to be ſenſible of the Want 
of thoſe Indians who uſed to provide the 
Army. He was ordered to commit no Hoſti- 
lity, nor make uſe of Arms but in caſe of 
Neceſlity, being obliged to it by Provocation, 


to perform his Commiſſion in that Manner, 
with little Trouble. At a ſmall Diſtance he 
came into ſome Villages or Hamlets, the In- 
habitants whereof had fled into the Woods, 
but had left the Houſes well provided with 
Hens, Indian Corn, and other Proviſions ; and 
without doing any Damage, either to the 
Houſes or their Furniture, the Soldiers took 
what they had Occaſion for, as a&quired by 
the Right of Neceſlity, and returned to their 
Quarters, loaded and well pleaſed. 


his March, as he had reſolved, and the Ships 
{ct fail for the Bay of Quiabiſſan; he fol- 
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| S ſoon as the aforeſaid Perſons were | 


or for Defence; and he had the good Luck 


HERNAN CORTES immediately diſpoſed 


lowed 
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172 The Hiſtory of the Book 
lowed by Land, taking the Road of Zvi. 
poala, keeping the Coaſt on his Right Hand 
and ſending out a Party before to diſco 
the Country, providing very conſiderate 
againſt all Accidents which might happen iviM 
2 Country, where Security might be blame 
as a Neglect. e 
IN few Hours they reached the River ꝙ in 
Zempoala (near which they afterwards fount WW 
ed the City of Vera Cruz) ; and by reaſon 
run deep, they were obliged to get ſome Cz 
nocs, and other Veſſels of Fiſhermen, which 
they found upon the Shore, in which the Sol. 
diers paſſed over, making their Horſes ſwim, 
Having overcome this Difficulty, they arrived 
at ſome Houſes in the Diſtrict of Zempoali 
(as they afterwards found) ; and they took it 
for no good Sign to find them, not only for- 
faken by the [ndzans, but alſo without cither 
Furniture or Proviſions, betokening a preme- 
ditated and concerted Flight ; only they left 
in their Temples ſeveral Idols, with various 
Inſtruments, or Knives made of Flint, and 
ſome miſerable Remains of human Victims, 
ſcattered upon the Ground, which at the ſame 
Time mov'd Compaſſion and Horror. 
HERE they firſt ſaw (and not without Ad- 
miration) the Mexican Books, of which we 
have already made mention. There were 
three or four of them in the Temples, which, 
twas thought, contained the Rites of their 
Religion, made of a long Skin, or varniſhed _ 


Cloth, which they folded in cqual CT 
| : Q 
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- that every Fold made a, Leaf, and all to- 
cher made up the Volume, like ours to the, 
outward Appearance; and for the Letters, they, 
ere written or painted with that kind of 
magery or Cyphers uſed by the Painters of 
Teutile. 

TnE Army was preſently quartered in \ the 
belt Houſes, and paſſed: the Night ſomewhat 


incommodiouſly, their Arms in Readineſs, 

W with Centinels at a convenient Diſtance, by 

W whoſe Watching: the ans might take ſome 
Repoſc. | 

Tax next Day they continu 'd their March 


in the ſame Order, along the moſt beaten 
Road, which turned off to the Weſtward, 
leading further from the Shore; and during 
the whole Morning they ſaw no Perſon, of 
whom to gain Intelligence, nor aught but a 
ſuſpicious Solitude, whoſe very Silence made 
a Noiſe in their Imagination, and gave them 
Uneaſineſs; till entring into ſome very de- 
lightful Meadows, they diſcovered twelve In- 
| dians, who were coming in ſearch of Her- 
nan Cortes, with a Preſent of Hens, and Bread 78 
made of Indian Corn, ſent him by the Ca- N 
zique of Zempoala, very earneſtly intreating al 
him not to fail of coming to his Town, where 
he had provided Quarters for his Men, and 
where he ſhould be more plentifully enter- 
tained. By theſe Indians he underſtood that 
the Cazique's Reſidence was at a Town one 
Sun's Diſtance from that Place, which, in their 
Language, ſignified the ſame as one Day's 
arch ; 
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March; for they underſtood not the Divitg 1 
of Leagues, but irieaſured Diſtance by 85 
counting: the Time, and not the Paces: CM 
ter diſmiſs d fix of the Indians witli may 
Thanks for the Pteſent and Offers, kbe 11 
the other fix to ſhew him the Way, and vi 
them fome Queſtions ; for he was not entitch 
ſatisfied of the Sincerity of this kind Frex 
ment, which being ſo much unlooked 80 

ſeemed the leſs to be depended on. 
Tzar Night they halted in a ſmall Villa 
thin of Inhabitants, who ſeemed very deſitoy 
to entertain the Spaniards well : And by th 
Behaviour of theſe People, the Spaniari 
judged that their Nation was inclined to Peace; 
nor were they deccived in their ConjeCtutes 
tho Hope is wont to be eaſily flatter d. In the 
Morning the Atmy moved towards Zempbull 
following the Guides with all neceſſary Car 
tion; and at the Declining of the Day (being 
now near the Town) there came twenty I 
dians forth to receive Cortes, well dreſſel 
after their Faſhion 5 who, after having pay 
their Reſpects, ſaid, © That their Cazique did 
e not come out with them, by reaſon o 
© ſome Impediment, but had ſent them to | 
te pay that Reſpect on his Part, being very 
& deſirous to be acquainted with ſuch Valiant 
e Gueſts, and to receive into his Friendſhip 
* thoſe whom he already held in his Eſtcem.” 
TRE Town was large, and of a beautiful 
Proſpect, ſituated between two Rivers, which | 
* the Count: 5 deſcending from ſome 
Moun— 
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00 T he at a ſmall Diſtance, which, were 
Wovcred with Trees, and of an eaſy Aſcent. 
he Buildings were of Stone, cover dor 

dorn'd with a ſort of Lime, very white. 0 


t a Diſtance, , inſomuch one 


ll Scouts, who was ſent. before, return'd in 
ring aloud, That the Walls were of Silver? ; 


vhich Miſtake made much Sport in the Army, 
and, perhaps, ſome did then believe it, who 


( gerwards made a Jeſt of his Credulity. 

I) Tax Squates and Streets were filled with an 

i: WH innumerable Company of People, who came 
6s ſee the Entry, without any Arms that could 

eie the leaſt Suſpicion, or any other Noiſe 

han that which uſually proceeds from a Mul- 

r titude. The Cazique came out to the Gate 

; of his Palace; and his  Impediment was 4 
N monſtrous Fatneſß, which oppreſſed and diſ- 

fFaured him. He drew near with ſome Dif- 

WY fculty, ſupported by the Arms of ſome noble 

| Indians, to whom he ſeem d to owe all his 

| Motion. His Habit was a Mantle of fine Cor- 

| ton thrown oyer his naked Body, enriched 


he wore in his Ears and Lips: A Prince of a 
very extraordinary Make, in whom Weight 
and Grayity agreed notably well. It was ne- 
cellary for Cortes to put a Stop to the Laugh- 

ing of the Soldiers; and as he had Occaſion 
to put a Reftraint upon himſelf, he gave the 


the Cazique began his Diſcourſe, receiving 
Cortes 


175 | 


ining, and made a pleaſin 2 and . Sie 110 


with various Jewels and Pendants, which alſo 


Order with a forced Severity. But as ſoon as 


/ 
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Cortes with his Arms, and welcoming th 
reſt of the Captains, he ſhewed his good Sent 
arid A the Ears gained the Refoen of "th 
Eyes. He ſpoke to the Purpoſe, and ſhorty 
his Compliments with Reſpect and Diſt 
tion, bidding Cortes retire to Reſt after hz 
Journey and quarter his Men; after whit 

e would viſit him in his Quarters, and til 
more at Leiſure about their ee k 
tereſts. 

Hz had provided Quiarters in quatre M0 
which had many great Chambers, where the 
were all axcooniniodated with ſufficient Room, 
and plentifully furniſh'd with all they had 0c 
caſion for. After which the Cazique mad 
way for his Viſit, by. ſending a Preſent 
7 of Gold, and other Cutioſities, to the 

alue of about two thouſand Pefo's, and foot 
after came himſelf, with a ſplendid Atten 
dance, in a Chair carried on the Shoulders d 
the Chief of his Family; and at that Time, i 
is likely, the ſtrongeſt had that Honow: 
Cortes went forth to receive him, attended 
by his Captains; and giving him the Prece 
dence, and the Right Hand, retired with him 
and his Interpreters ; for he thought it con- 
venient to talk to him without Witneſſes. 
After having made him the uſual Speech, about 
the Intent of his Coming, the Grandeur of 
his King, and the Errors of Idolatry, he pro- 
ceeded to tell him, © That one of the De. 
« figns of thoſe valiant Troops was to redrelb 


a” « Wrongs, punifh Violence; and to take Part 
7 « with 
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« with Juſtice and Reaſon.” He touch d upon 
recs, to complain of Moteguma, and to dif- 
cer what Advantages might be oxpected from 
lis Reſentments and Indignation, of which he 
jad been before inform d. It preſently ap- 
xcard, by the Change of his Countenance, 


— 


— 


he reſolved on an Anſwer, he began to ſigh, 
as one who found a Difficulty in making his 


- >= 2-5 2 ES 


t Complaints; but at length, his Reſentment 
0 preyailing, he broke out into Lamentations of 


his Unhappineſs, and told him, © That all the 
« Caziques. of the neighbouring Countries, 


1 © were under a miſerable and ſhameful Slavery, 
( groaning under the Oppreſſions and Ty- 
* rannies of Moteguma, without ſufficient 
Mt « Force to free themſelves, or Courage to 
(think on a Remedy; that he cauſed himfelf 
of WH © to be ſerved and adored by his Subjects like 


* one of his Gods; and would have his Vio- 
© lencies and Injaties reyerenced like the De- 


I. 

c © crees of Heaven: But that it was not his De- 
( ſign to engage him in adventuring to ſupport 
m © them, becauſe Moteguma was too powerful 
n. and ſtrong for him to reſolve (on ſo ſlight an 
„ © Obligation) to declare himſelf his Enemy; 
nor would it be agreeable to the Laws of 
x WT © Civility, to pretend to his Friendſhip, by 
WF © {clling at fo great a Price the fmall Service 
he had done him.“ . 

{ HERNAN CORTES endeavoured to com- 
bort him, letting him know, “That he ſfiould 
I 


Vor. I. | N ce little 
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that Cortes had touched the Sore; and before 
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and being extremely well pleaſed within hit 
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ee little regafd Motezuma's 8 Pow zig 
“ Heaven on his ſide, and a natural ts | 
* minancy over Tyrants; but that he "wy 
obliged to paſs on to Quiabiſian, whey 
the Oppreſſed and Needy ſhould find hit 
< and all who, having Reaſon on their fide] 
c ſtood in need of his Arms; which he mige 
% communicate to his Friends and Confeſ“ 
“ rates; aſſuring them all, that Morezuy i 
* wou'd ceaſe to oppreſs them, or ſhould ng 

© be able to do it, while he andertook they 
« Defence.” With this they both took Lea 
and Hernan Cortes prepared for his Marth 
having gained the good Will of that Cariqu/ Y 


= 


* 


1 


ſelf at the better Proſpect of his Deſigns 
which from being only diſtant Vicws of the 


Imagination, began now to appear poſlible. 
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CHAP. 5 


The Spaniards purſue their March from Zeh 
poala r Quiabiſlan. An Account of whit 
paſſed at their Entrance into that Town; 
where they have freſh Accounts of the 
Uneaſineſs of thoſe Provinces ; and or 
* ſix of Motezuma's Officers. a 


HEN the Army was ready to nl 

they found four hundred Indians of 

Burden provided to carry their Cloak-Bags 
and Proviſions, and to help to conduct the 
Artillery 5 
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oldicrs; and was look'd upon as an extraor- 


ſtood from Donna Marina, that among 


rich that ſort of human Baggage-Carriers, 
hich in their Language they called Tamenes, 
rho were Wont to travel five or fix Leagues 
ith two or three Arobas, that is, with half 
or three Quarters of an hundred Weight. 
he Country they were entering upon, was 
Icaſant and delightful, Part of it covered with 
great Trees, and "the reſt cultivated with Grain; 
bt which Sight, the Spaniards went on chcar- 
ful and diverted, rejoicing at their good For- 
tune in marching over ſo plentiful a "Country. 
t the Setting of the Sun, they found them- 
ſelyes near a little Village, unpeopled, where 
they ſtaid to avoid the Inconveniency of en- 
ing Quiabiſlan by Night, at which they ar- 
rived the next Day by Ten in-the Morning. , 
ThE Buildings appeared at a large Diſtance 
on an Eminence of Rocks, which ſccmed to 
ſerve inſtead of a Wall; a Situation naturally 
ſtrong, the Avenues narrow, and ſteep, which 
they found without Defence,- yet they entered 
with Difficulty. The Cazique had retired 
with the Inhabitants, to diſcover at a Diſtance 
the Intentions of our People; and the Troops 
took Poſſeſlion of the Town, without finding 
any Perſon from whom they could. get the 
leit Informatign, till coming to a Square, 
N 2 
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Ritillery; which was a very great Eaſe to the 
linary Reſpect of the Cazique, till they un- 


oc Lords of Vaſſals, it was a common 
tice to aſſiſt the Armies of their Allies 


W 
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— the Indians had their "Temples, then 

came out fourteen or fifteen Tudians to tlie 
them, handſomely dreſſed after their Mannes, 
with Abundance of Cringes and Perfume, 
continuing their Civilities for Tome - Tie, 
with an affected Security and Civility, ends 
vouring to cover their Fear with Reſpel; 
Affections of the Mind, which are pretty mug 
alike in Appearance, and hard tobe diftinguilhe, 
Hernan Cortes encouraged them by his'G 
refles, and gave them ſome Beads of blue a 
green Glaſs; a ſort of Comm, which, for the 
Effects it had, began to be valued even amor 
thoſe who were acquainted with it. Win 
which good Treatment, they recovered from 
the Fright which they had diſſembled, anda 
him to underſtand, ©* That their Cazique ha 
« withdrawn himſelf to avoid beginning : 
« War, by putting himſelf on his Defence, 
©. Or adventuring his Perſon, by truſting v 
ct armed Troops which he did not know; and 
« with ſuch an Example, it was impoflibt 
ce to hinder the Flight of the Inhabitants, who 
& were under leſs Obligations to run them: 
« ſelves into Danger; an Action to whid 
<« they had offered themſelves, as being People 
cc of better Faſhion and greater Boldgeß: But 
« that as ſoon as the reſt ſhould be ſenſible of 
the Goodneſs of ſuch honourable Guelt, 
« they would immediately return to tber 
Houſes, and account it a very great Hap 
* pineſs to ſerve and obey them.” Heri 
Cortes gave them freſh Aſſurances; and we 

the 


cc 


they were gone with this News, he gave ſtrict 
orders to the Soldiers to treat the Indians 
well; who very ſoon ſhewed the Confidence 
they had in the Spaniards; for that very Night 
ſome Families returned, and in a little Time 
the Town was filled with its Inhabitants. 7 
ost Time after, the Cazique returned, 
bringing with him the Cazique of Zem oale 
to befriend him. They both came in Litters 
on the Shoulders of Men. He of Zempoala, 
made a handſome Excuſe for his Nei ighbour.; 
and after ſome ſhort Diſcourſe, they e 
introduced. their Complaints of Motezuma, 
recounting, with g cat Warmth, and ſometimes 
with Tears, His Tyrannies and Cruelties, the 
Mifery of their People, and Deſpair of their 
Nobles; to which the Cazihuc of Zempoala 
added, as the. utmoſt Aggravation ; -< This 


« his impoveriſhing. us by his r ibutes, and 
4 raiſing his Wealth out of our FF 
« he likewiſe invades the Houſes of his Sub- 
« jeds, taking fotcibly from us both our Wives 
© and Daughters, ſlaining with their Blood the 
„Altars of his, Gods, after Haying: facrificed 


© lefs honeſt.” 


fort and diſpoſe them for entring into a Con- 
federacy with him; but at the Time that he 
was enquiring into their Strength, and the 
Number of People that would take Arms in 
Defence of their Liberty, two or three In- 
N 3 diand 
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of Monſter is ſo proud and. fierce that beſides | 


them firſt to other Uſes more cruel and 
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they were doing. 


dians came .in, who ſeemed in A; v V. Sr 
Fright; and whiſpering the Caziques py 
Ears, put them into ſuch Confuſion; that the 
roſe up, loſing both Courage and Cola rand 
went. haſtily away, without ſo much as 2 
Leave, or making an end of their Diſcaz 
The Cauſe of their Diſorder was pre: 2 
known; for ſix Officers, or Royal Commiſſag 
ſuch as went about the Kingdom to 1 
Motezumg's Tributes, were ſeen paſſing be 
the Spaniards Quarters. They were adornd 
with Abundance of Feathers, and Pendant 
Gold 'on fine clean Cotton Cloths, with 
ſufficient Number of Seryants and inferi 
Officers, who moving great Fans, made 
Feathers, fann'd their Maſters to cool then 
or officiouſſy ſhaded them from the San; a 
Occaſion required. Cortes went out to th 
Gate with his Captains to ſee them; and th 
paſſed on, without paying him any. Rehe 
and with Countenances that ſhewed Indignz 
tion and Contempt ; which Pride. proyobel 
ſome of the Soldiers 10 much, that they woull 
have chaſtiſed them, had they not been with 
held by Cortes, Who reſted ſatisfied at tha 
Time with ſending Donna Marina, with 
ſufficient Guard, to inform ' herſelf of wha! 


By this Means it was underſtood, that ae 
having ſeated themſelves in the Town. Hol. 
they ſummoned the Caziques to appear befon 
them, and reprimanded them publickly, and 
very ſharply, for their Boldneſs in admitting 
Stranges 
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o their King; and therefore, beſides the or- 
linary Service, to which they were, obliged, 
hey demanded twenty Indians to ſacrifice to 


for ſuch a Crime. * 
HERNAN CoRr Es ſent for the two Ca- 
oques by ſome Soldiers, who had Orders, 
without any Noiſe, to bring them to his Pre- 
ſence; when letting them know that he ſaw. 
into their moſt hidden Deſigns, (the better to 
authorize his Propoſal by this Myſtery) he 
told them, © That he was well acquainted 


« who, without any other Crime than their 


to impoſe on them new Tributes of human 
« Blood; that it was no Time then for ſuch 


them, without fail, to call their People 
« about them, and ſeize the Commiſſaries, 
* and leave him to maintain what they had 
done by his Advice.” 5 | 
Tax Caziques were at a ſtand, refuſing to 


incan-ſpirited by conſtant, Uſe of enduring the 
Smart, and even honouring the Rod: But 


to execute it; and with great Applauſe of the 
Indians, they ſeized the Miniſters of More- 
- Suma, 
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Srangers into their Town, who were Enemies 


Whcic Gods, as a Satisfaction and Atonement. 


« yith the Violence of thoſe Commiſllaries, 


« haying admitted his Troops, endeavoured 


« Abominations, nor would he ſuffer them. 
to obey ſuch horrid Commands in his Pre- 
« ſence; but, on the contrary, he ordered 


execute ſuch a bold Command, as being grown 


Hernan Cortes repeated his Order with ſo 
much Reſolution, that they immediately went 
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zuma, whom they put in 2a Kind of.P Pillars 
uſed in their Priſons, and very income 
for they held the Delinquents by the Ned | 
obliging them continually to do their utmd 
with their Shoulders to cafc the Weight, ol 
the Freedom of breathing. It was very ples 
ſant to ſee how proud and elevated the 25 
ziques returned to give an Account of tigt 
noble Action; for "they thought to Exccik | 
them the ſame Day, and make them ſuff 
the Puniſhments aſſigned by their Taw | | 
Fraytory ; and ſceing, that would not be g 
mitted, they deſired at leaſt to ſacrifice!then 
to their Gods, as if it were a kind of Grad 
TRE Priſoners being ſecured with a us 
cient Number of Spaniſh Soldiers, Hema 
Cortes retired to his Quartcrs, and began 1 
conſider within himſelf, what was to he do 
in order to diſentangle himſelf from the Di, 
ficulty he was in, by having promiſed to pry 
tect and defend the Caziques from the Dana 
that threatned them for having obeyed him; 
for he was not willing abſolutely to break with 
Mote guma, but ſtill t to keep him in Suſpence 
He did not altogether approve the taking 


"7 £8 


Arms in Defence of Subjects complaiging 
againſt their King, nor the laying aſide his De, 
ſigns of Peace, without new Proyocation,, dt 
a better Pretence. On the other hand, he 
conſidered it as a very neceſſary Point, to mall: 
tain that Party which was beginnirtg to form, 
that he might have their Aſſiſtance. in, caſe he 
ſhould happen't to Want them. In fing, be a 


ook IE inqueſt oi Mexico. 


moſt convenient to manage with Are 
ia, by making a Merit of ſuſpending the 
fas of that Hiſreſpect; and ſhewing, that 
t leaſt he would fo far diſcharge himſelf, as 


ſity. 

THE Reſulk of theſe Reflections {which kept 
im ſome Hours 5 was, to ſend at Mid- 
icht for two of, the riſoners with all. poſ- 
bl e Privacy: And after recciving them cour- 
coully, he told them, (as one deſirois they 
ould not attrihute to him what they: had 
uffered) That he had ſent for them in order 
to ſet them at Liberty; and that as they re- 
« ceived it ſolely from his Hands, they might 


© who remained in the Power of the Caaiques, 


aof their Fault, and perform all that ſnould be 

© moſt for his Service; for that he was de- 
« ſirous of Peace, and to deſerve, by his Re- 
« ſpect and Actions, all the Marks of Civility 
that wefe due to the Ambaſſador and Mi- 
© niſtcr of ſo great a Prince.” The Indians 
durſt not ſet out on their Journey, for fear 
of being killed, or taken by the Way; and 
he was forced to give them a Guard of Ha- 
i Soldiers, who conveyed them to the next 
Pay, where the Ships lay, and one of the Boats 
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ot to foment the Sedition, or draw any Ad- 
jaitage from it to himſelf, vil the lalt Ne- 


« aſſure their Prince, he Would endeavour very 
ſhortly to ſend the reſt of their Companions 


* whom he would endeavour to make ſenſible 


vas ordered to land them beyond the Diſtrict 
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Tar Sanger came in the Monüng ning 
frightned and troubled for the "Eſcape of ty 
two Priſoners; and Hernan Cortes received 
the News with Signs'of Surpriſe' and Concen 
blaming their Want of Vigilance; and up 
this Pretence he ordered in their Preſence. th 
the reſt ſhould be carried on board the Eat 
AS deſiring to take upon himſelf the Care of 
their Impriſonment ; but he privately orden 
the Sea-Officers to treat them well, and 
keep them. ſatisfied and ſafe; by which k 
gained the Confidence of the Caziques, with 
out diſobliging Mote uma, whoſe Power, 
much cried up and dreaded among thoſe h 
dians, made him careful how he acted. Aft 
this Manner he endeavoured to provide for 
every thing , keeping up the diſcontented Party 
without engaging himfelf too far in it, yal 
ſtill preſerving in View all Accidents which 
might oblige him to cloſe with it. A grer 
Maſter in adjuſting his Meaſures to his Suſpi 
cions. And he is a prudent General, who 
knows how to provide beforchand againſt Ac 
cidcnts, and, by Foreſight, to leſſen the Force | 
or Surpeiſe of thoſe Difficulties he meets vi 
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2 2 of the Mountains come 70 4 fubs 
mit, and offer. their Service. to Cortes. 
The Spaniards build the Ton of Vera 
Cruz,, and put it in a Paſture , Defence. 
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che Spaniards towards their Allies, Was 
quickly divulged thro all the Diſtritts theres 
abouts; and the two Caziquesof Zempoala and 
Quiabiſlan gave Notice to all their Friends and 
Confederates of the Happiness they cn) _— ? 
being freed from Impoſiti 
berty ſecured by the —_— of a Wie 
invincible, who knew the very Thoughts of. 
Men, and ſeemed of a ſuperior Nature. The 
Report ſpread, and (as is uſual) was improy'd 
by Fame, which always adds to the Truth, 
or confounds it with Exaggerations. It was 
aid publickly among thoſe People, that their 
Gods were come down to Quiabiſlan, darting 
Lightning againſt Moteguma; the which Cre- 
dulity laſted ſome; Time among the Indians, 
and cauſed a Vencration, tho ill founded, 
| which very much facilitated the Beginnings of 
this Conqueſt. Nor were they altogether wide 
Jof the Truth, in eſteeming thoſe "ent from . 
Heaven, who by its Decree and Appointment, 


came to be the Inſtruments of their Salvation: 
A 


mme 
* 


few Days there came to Quiabiſſm 


ſwote Fidelity and Vafſalage to the Kitts 


de Herrera ſays; that the Troops offered .f 


and the People caſily ſtirred up againſt "Mite: 


Cortes reſolved to ſettle tlie Town of Pilla 
Rica de la Vera Crus, which, till then moved 


A Notion proceeding from their Ignoran 
which there might be ſome Mixture of 2 is 
perior Light, ene, in Favour of they 
cry n 80 2 

THIS Opinion of the Spa ald Fea, 
creaſe, and the Name of Liberty Wang 6 
well in the Ears of the Oppreſſed, that in; 


thirty Caziques, Lords of the Man 
was in ſight, which had numerous Settlemeny 
of Indians, called Totona 5 a ruſtick Peoſ 
of different Languages and Cuſtoms; bit ſteal 
and- valuing themſelyes upon their Cotihe 
They all paid their Obedience, offered thi 
Troops, and, iti the Form propoſed*to then 


Spain, of which" ſolemmi Act was made be 
fore the Secretary of the Council. Anil 


thoſe Caziques, exceeded the Number of 
hundred thouſand Men. Bernal Dias u 
Caſtillo, doth not reckon them; nor wet 
they ever liſted. The Number, it is likely, 

was very great, the Settlements being mary, 


Suma, eſpecially, for that the Mountaitiou 
Country conſiſted of Warlike Indians, lach 
ſubdu d, or not quite conquered. We 

TE Is kind of Confederacy being made: 
Caziques returned to their Houſes, ready 
do as they ſhould be commanded 3: and Fern 
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with 
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ih the Army; tho' obſerving its proper Pi- = 
intions as Republick. They pirched upon 
e Plain between Sea the and Quiabiſſam, half a 
cague from that Town ; a Land which invited 
em with its Fertility, abounding in Water, 
a having great Plenty of Trees, which lay 
ommodious: for the Cutting of Timber for 
e Buildings, © They laid the Foundations, 
Winning with the Church. The handicraft- 
lea were diſtributed, Carpenters and Maſons, 
Who came with Soldiers Pay; and the Indians 
e Zempoala and Quiabiſian aſſiſting with 
anal Skill and Activity, the Houſes began to 
Wiſe; mean as to Architecture, rather for 4 
Covering, than any Commodiouſneſs. They 
reſently drew the Compaſs of the Wall with 
Trayerſes* of ſtrong Mud-Work, a ſufficient 
Defence againſt the Weapons of the Indians; 
and in that Country it might be properly called 
a Fortreſs. The principal Officers of the 
Army help'd to carry on the Work, applying 
both their Hands and Shoulders to it; and 
Hernan Cortes work d as the reſt, ſeeming to 
W {et himſelf a Task, nor ſatisfied with the ſcanty 
Diligence which is ſufficient in a Superior to 
ſet a good Example. | Dd - 
Ix the mean time they received at Mexico 
oe firſt Advice of the Spanzards being received 
in Zempoala by that Cazique, a Man, in their 
W Opinion, of ſuſpected Fidelity, and the neigh- 
bouring Places little to be depended on: Which 
Account ſo proyoked Moteguma, that he pro: 
poſed to draw together his Forces, and march 
Our 


out i in Perſon: to chaſtiſe this G af 
Zempoalans, and put the reſt; of the Mon 
Nations under his Yokes: taking the Spaniard 
alive, whom he had already in his: Imaginatiq 
deſtined for a ſolemn Sacrifice to his Gods. 

Bur at the ſame Time that he began to ma 
great Preparations for this Enterprize, the 
Indians, whom Cortes had diſpatched: fron 
Quiabiſlan, arrived at Mexico, and gave * 
Account of their Impriſonment; and that thy 
owed their Liberty to the Captain of th 
Strangers; who had ſent them to repreſent hop 
much he deſired Peace, and how far it 
from his Intentions to do him any Diflervie 
extolling his Courteſy and Mildneſs ſo much 
that it miglit be perceived by the Praiſes, the 
gave Cortes, how much they had foared the 
Caziques. 

Ueon this the Face of Affairs was changed 
The Anger of Motezuma was mitigated 
Preparations for War ceaſed, and he | deter 
mined again to try the Way of Ne egociation 
endeayouring to divert Cortes from his De 
ſigns with a new Embaſly and Preſent, to which 
Mcaſurcs he caſily inclined; for in the midk 
of his Anger and Pride, he could not fore! 
the Signals of Heaven, and the Anſwers d 
his Idols, which he looked on as evil Omen 
of his Undertaking, or at lcaſt, they oblivcd 
him to delay the Breach; endeavouring to qu 
lify his Fear after ſuch a Manner, that it ſhould 
be taken for Prudence, by Men, and for Re 
. by his Gods. 
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4 | ' Tals Embaſly arrived when they had al- 1 
oc perfected the new Settlement and For- 4 
„es of Vera Cruz; With the Embaſſy came 2 
s Youths, Nephews to Motezuma, attended 
* four ancient Caziques who aſſiſted them 4 
4.08 Counſellors, and added to their Authority o 


the Reſpect they paid them. The Atten- 
nce Was ſplendid; and they brought a Pre- 


5 it of Gold, Feathers, and Cotton, worth 
" oh two thouſand Pieces of Eight. The 
eecge the Ambaſſadors delivered, was,“ That 
te great Emperor Motezuma, having been 
1 informed of the Diſobedience of thoſe Ca- 
5 ziques, and their Inſolence in taking and 
miſaſing his Officers, had provided a power- 
0 ful Army to come in Perſon to chaſtiſe 
th them; but had ſuſpended the Execution of 
his Purpoſe, that he might not be obliged to 
break with the Spaniards, whoſe Friendſhip 
be deſired, and whoſe Captain he was obliged 
to eſteem, and acknowledge the Reſpect he 
* a5 ſhewn in ſending him his two Servants, 

* whom he had releaſed from ſo cruel an Im- 
5 priſonment. But that tho he durſt entirely 
i tely upon him for reſtoring like wiſe their 
WT <ompanions to Liberty, yet he could not 


but complain in a friendly Manner, that ſo 
valiant and wiſe a Man ſhould think fit to 
live among his Rebels, making them more 
inſolent undes the Shelter of his Arms: 
And as the making of Traytors bold, was 
little leſs than approving the Treaſon, he __ 
did rgqueſt him, upon that Confi deration, 1 
60 immediately yi 
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40 immediately to leave that Couflitry, f at 
« might puniſh them without Beach cf by 
6 Friendſhip. And with the” fame Siniceti 
& of Heart, he admoniſhed him not to 7 b 
«of paſling ort to his Court; for that 
“e pediments and Dangers of that Jourtief wer 
& very- great.. On which laſt Article they 
enlarged with a myſterious Tediouftiels, Fl 
being the principal 1 Leim of their Iſtrudtion | 

- HERNAN Corres received the Em 
and Preſent with great Reſpect; and beforch 
returned his Anſwer, he ordered the four in 
priſoned Officers to come in, whom he hu 
purpoſely ſent for from on board the Fleet; 
and, gaining the good Will of the Ambaſy 
dors, by delivering them up, well treated an 
thankful, he told them, © That the Eno 
40 committed by the Caziques of Zempial 
% and Quiabiſſan, was amended by the Reſt 
ce tution of thoſe Officers; and that he wa 
< highly pleaſed with the Opportunity of ſhey: 
ing his Reſpect by that Action, and giyins- 
” Motezuma that firſt Proof of his Obedience: 
That he could not but own the Infolenceof. 
<« that Impriſonment, tho it might in ſome 
c meaſure be excuſed by the Extrayagancy of 
< the Officers themſelves, who, not content 
e with the ordinary Tributes due to the Crown, 
ce had of their own Authority demanded twenty 
Indians for their Sacrifices; a cruel Propo 
« ſition, and an Abuſe which the Spaniards 
« could not ſuffer, being bred in another Re- 


oy ligion of greater Picty and Regatd toMumal. 
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Nature: That he found” hitſelf 8 0 


thoſe Caziquesfor admitting und entertain- 
ing Him in their Territories, When his Ge- 


-yernors Teutils and Pilpatoe difcourreoufly: 


abafidon'd him, failing in Point of Hoſp 


 tality, and the Law of Nations; an Action 


dens Without Mottgumas Orders, and 
which Would be diſpleaſing to him, or at 


laſt; he Was Willing o to chin! J beeauſd 


« hajing' nothing but Peace in vie v, he did 
« not deſire fo tggtavate Matters by his Cons 
plaints: That neither that Country, nor the 


« Jotonague Mountiiniers, would move to 


« his Diſſerviee, neither Would he permit it; 
« tot the Caziques Were at his Devotion, and 
« would not tranſgreſs his Orders; for which 
« Reaſon” he was ' obliged” to intercede for 
« them; that he would pardon. their Diſobe- 
« dience to his Officers, in | having admitted 


„and lodged his Troops: That for the reſt he 
could only ſay; that when he ſhould be ſo 


happy as to appear in his Preſence, he would 
© make known the Importance of his Em- 
« baſſy, and that in the' mean time he had no 
© Regard to the Impediments and Dangers 


ec which threatend him; for that the 92 


© niards were unacquainted with Fear, and 
* Obſtacles orrly* induc'd them to go on, be- 


ing a People enured to Dangers, and uſed 


to ſeek for Glory amidſt the greateſt Diffi- 
culties.“ 
irn this ſhort and reſolute Speech (in 
which. * Conſtancy of Hernan Cortes is to 
You k O | be 


$ 


he anſwerd . Ambaſſadors, "who dow red 
much carcſs'd, and rich in Cuſtilian Ti 

carrying for their King, as a Freſent, an- 
Treaſure of the ſame ki 

Ir was obſerved, hat the „ 
away diflatisfied for not having obtain'd jy 
Retreat of the Spaniards, "which was thePy 
all their Endeavours tended to. The Sha 
cards gain d much Reputation among tho 
tions by this Embaſſy; for the Indian: v 
now confirm d in their Opinion, that ü 
Cortes muſt be ſome Deity, and none oft 
jeaſt powerful, ſince Motezuma (whoſe pu 
diſdain'd to bend his Knee in the Preſence dl 
his Gods). ſought him with ſo much Sub 
ſion, and ſolicited his Friendſhip with-Gify 
which, in their Opinion, were little leſs th 
Sacrifices; the Effect of which E. 
was, that they loſt great Part of the Far haf 
they had for their King, giving themſelves 
with greater Subjection to the Obedience d 
the Spaniards : And no leſs than ſuch Down 
was neceſſary, that a Work ſo wonderful, wi 
undertaken with ſo ſmall a Force, might be 
made practicable, the Moſt High permittin 
theſe Things, that it might not appear wholf 
a Miracle, or lie under the Impuration. 4 0 
* oe Hoi 
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The FITS "I r engage „ Hoi 
Cortes 20 tale uß Arms. againſt. the People 


tbem Friends, ; feng reduces that Country. 
3: JMBIDERN DEL 079 Of {53 
\0ON after; the Cavique' of Zenpoale 
* came to Ve era Crits, with ſome 
bal Indians, whom he brought as Witnelics 
bf what he intended to propoſe. He told 
ernan Cortes, © That now the Time was 
come to protect and defend his Country; 
« for that ſome Troops of the Mexicans 
© were arrived in Zimpazingo, (a Place of 
© Strength, diftant from thence about two 
cc Suns) and went out to over-· run the Coun- 
< try, deſtroying the Corn-Fields, and com- 
ee mitting ſome Hoſtilities in his Diſtrict, with 
Fe: which, it ſcemed, they were beginning their 


4 


2 


engaged to ſuppott the Zempoalans, to main- 
tain'the Credit of his Offers; and beſides, he 
thought it would not be right to ſuffer that 
Inſolence of the Mexicans, as it were, in his 
Sight; and that in caſe they were ſome ad- 
vanced Trogps of Motezuma's Army, it would 
be neceſſary to ſtrike a Terror into them, to 
diſcourage the reſt of his People. For which 
Purpoſe | he determined to march in Perſon 
upon this Undertaking: engaging. in it ſome- 
0 2 what 


N K KI 
NY 
4 


of Zamapazitigo; their Enemies. Hie makes 


3 Revenge.” \ Hernan Cortes found himſelf 


196. The Hiſtory of fl e 


what too haſtily ; for he was yet 
with the Deceits and Lyes of thoſe P 
capital Vice among the Indians) and fue 
himſelf to be carried away by Probahil ol 
Without examining into the Truth. He 
fered them tõ march out immediately wit 
his Troops, to chaſtiſe thoſe Enemies, wi 
diſturb d the Peace of his Allies; ande ag 
ing them to provide Indians of Burden lf 
the Baggage and Artillery, he made a H 
ſition immediately for his March, and te 
the Road of Zimpazingo, with four hundi 
Men, leaving the reſt in the Fortreſs of Vaj 
aus.. i") nw 
As he paſſed- by Zempoals, he found tn 
thouſand armed Indians, whom the Caim 
had provided to ſerve under him in that Ei 
pedition, divided into four Bodies, or, C 
mands, with their Captains, Colours u 
Arms, according to the Cuſtom of theit il 
litia. Hernan Cortes thanked him very aud 
for the Care he took to provide that Suggour 
and tho' he let him underſtand, that he had 
Occaſion for his Men upon an Expedition d 
ſo ſmall Importance, yet he ſuffered them i 
go, to provide againſt all Events, but as if le 
had done it only to let them ſhare i in the Gly 
of tlie Succeſs. qt; 
THAT, Night 4 lodged. in ſome Hal 
three Leagues from Zimpazings ; 3 and; the 
next Day a little before Three in the, After 

. noon, they diſcovered the Town on the Top 


af a ſmall Hill, a Branch of the Mountain, 
among 
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LS ons hw Rk, which kid Part of the 
zulldings, and threaten d at a Diſtance, with 


gan to overcome the Craggedneis of the 
ountain, but not without conſiderable Trou- 
e; for being jealous of an Ambuſh, they 
ent: Doubling, and filing off as the Ground 
ould: permit; but the Zempoalans, either 
more dextrous, or leſs embaraſs d by the Nar- 

rowneſs of the Paths, advanced with a ſort of 
ary which appeared like Valour, but was in- 


ec Revenge, and a thieviſh Temper. Her- 
a Cortes was obliged to give Orders to halt, 
SB at a Time when ſome Troops c of the Vanguard 
"FF ycre already in the Town. 

i He held on his March, without meeting 
55 any Reſiſtance 3 3 and juſt as he Was preparing 


8 for the Captain of that Army, before whoſe 
ach Preſence they came with great Submiſſions, 
ou; WJ pronouncing ſome Words in an humble and 


pitiful Manner, ſuch as ſufficiently ſhewed 


1 Submiſſion, without the Help of an Interpre- 
ter. Their Dreſs was a black Mantle, whoſe 
End reached the Ground, and the upper Part 
* Me gathered and plaited about the Neck, 


with a Piece hanging looſe, in Form of a 
Hood, with which they kept their Heads 
warm. Their Hair reached to their Shoulders, 
daſhed and clodded with the human Blood of 
their Sacrifices, Marks of which they ſuper- 
ſtitiouſſy preſery'd on their Faces and Hands; 


1 for 


« Difficulty of the Way. The & aniards 


to attack the Town in ſeveral Parts, there 
came out of it eight antient Prieſts, who asked 


ms "for i it was. not un bor hen: to 0 vagal 
= whoſe Filth hewed ſelf in this ond Tawa N 


3 Rar 115 9795 Ve 
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ec wy of a ye 12 ſo bo. 
<« famed in the Countries thereabouts..þ 
« Clemency and Goodneſs?” He anfwew 
© That he did not deſign to offend the lul 
60 bitants of the Town, but only chaſtiſe the 
ec Mexicans, who were . quartered: in it, al 
e ſallied from thence to infeſt the Terri 
<« of his Friends. To which they. replied 
c That the Mexican Troops, which had he 
ce gariſoncd in Eimpagingo, were retited, 
<« ing further up the Country, as ſoon as the 
« heard that Motezama's Officers: were in 
<< priſoned at Quiabiſlan; and that if hab 
< ſign was againſt them, through the lan 
ec ence or Suggeſtion of thoſe Indians in 
“ accompanied him, he was to undetfitand, 
< that the Zempoalans were their Enemies 
* and had deceived him, feigning thoſe in 
ee roads of the Mexicans: to deſtroy them, 
<< and make him the Inſtrument of char Re 
be enge. ö 
By the Confuſion ond . en | 


the Zempoalan Captains themſelves, it W 
peared that thoſe Prieſts ſpoke Truth; and 
Hernan Cortes was concerned at the Deceit, 
as a Reflection upon his Arms, being _— 


0 - 


; moſt pr 
jon, he — . the — 


zith their Col 
lians together, w 
t into — eee 6 wes N buſy in 


s and gather the In. 


bound ſome Priſonbrs- They 
to the Army, ſhamefully loaded with what 
they had robbed, and the miſerable plundered 
people following them, cry ing out for their 
Goods : For whoſe Satisfaction and Comfort 
Hernan Cortes commanded to unbind the 
Priſoners, and deliver up the Goods to the 


Owners; and calling for the Zen- 
Captains, reprovd them publickly for 
their Preſumption, in very angry Terms, tell- 
ing them,” they had incurred the Penalty of 
Death for their Offence, in obliging him to 
march his Trodps only to compaſs their Re- 


by the Spaniſh Captains, whom he had in- 
ſtructed before to pacify him, he pardoned 
them for that Time, enlarging upon that Acti- 


not then dare to chaſtiſe them with the Rigour 
they deſerved, knowing well, that to preſerve 
new-acquired Friends, r Was more 
proper than Juſtice. 


=" L.. AS 


* de Olid. and Pedro — to go 
who had advanced before to | 


wears; brought 


Prieſts, that they might reſtore them to the 


venge; and cauſing himſelf to be entreated 


on of his Clemency; tho, in Truth, he did 
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ys done chis! 3 N g 
1 With both the Nations, heitwy 
manded the Zempoalans to lodge withiourdy 
„Town, and he marched in with the Spuniai 
her h Wan recbived Vith the Appia leo 
Deliverer. Immediately the Caziquoot 
 pazings: viſited him in his Lodging, ui 
others of the N cighbourhood, who came dil 
out of Friendſhip or Obedience, ackho 
ledging the King of Spain for their Print 
wWwhoſe Name was already beloved and 1 
verenced . in that Country, where the P 
deſited to be his Subjects out of Hatred to Uh 
eum. 1 © SRC 
HRE 3 took in hand the adjuſting 
the Differences between thoſe: Indians ani ii 
Lempoalans; which began about the Dai 
ſion of their Diſtricts, firſt between the 
ziques, and had now occaſton'd' ſuch a 
cour among the People, that they lived in con 
tinual Hoſtility. To which End, he drew u 
a Scheme for compounding their Differences 
= taking upon himſelf to content the Lon 
of Zempoala, made them Friends, aud . 
turned to Hera Cruz, leaving his Intereſt al. 
vanced by the Obedience of new 'Cazique, 
and ja Friendſhip eſtabliſhed among thoſe of 
his Party, whoſe Diſagreement might. 
been a Hindrance to his receiving any Seryice 
from them: ſo that he made his Advantage, 
and found his Conveniency even in that il. 
- £oncerted Enterprize ; ſuch. happy Fruits of 
Error ſcrving to undeceive human. Pru- 
denct, 


gence; holt Deſigns — ape 
e, _— r in e firſt | 


. — b g 1 4 . ” * . 5 
"344 "4 3} + FW. ; ; T7 
x 2 * | ; 5 N . f ; 
# 4 % £ nv 1 b * 1 
„ mas; . 
. r 4 
0 H A P. my * _ ' a p i 


T7 be ene return to Zempoala; 3. ulberz 
they overthrow: the Idole, with ſome Ne- 
| ſtance: of the Indians: And the principal 
of their Temples it condverte 7 into 4 
CORE of our Lady. 8 

AE Cazique of Suren 2 | bor 

Cortes at ſome Houſes a little diſtant 

from the Town, with great Store of Provi- 

ſons, to refreſn his Men; but much aſhamed 
and troubled, that his Deceit was diſcovered. 

He was going to excuſe” himſelf; but Cortes 

did not permit it, telling him; He had laid 

« afide his Diſpleaſure, and deſired: an Amend- 

© ment for the future, which was the only 

« Satisfaction of pardoned Crimes.” They 

paſſed on directly to the Town, where he had 

provided a ſecond” Preſent of Eight Virgins 
finely adorn'd : One of them was his. Niece ; 
and he brought her on Purpoſe that Hernan 

Cortes might do him the Honour to take her 

for his Wife, the reſt to be diſtributed among 

his Captains, as he ſhould think fit; making 
this Offer as one deſirous to ſtrengthen the 

Friendſhip between _— by the Bonds of 
Blood, Cortes anfwer d, „That he very 
| | i «> much 


_ 


| K Alem d Teds oftas 
£-Wilt and Sincerity; but that it ng 

< lawful for the Spaniards to take Wing 
<-a different Religion; for. which Reaſon, f * 
e ſuſpendeck the feceiving them until Twy 
* Time as they became Chriſtians.” poll 

this, Occaſion he preſſed him again to quit 7 

Idolatry, for that he could not be his WI t 
Friend, wh diferd ſo much from him in 
moſt eſſential Point; and as he believed hint 
Man of Reaſon, he undertook, with ſom 
of Hopes, to convince and reduce him. Butt 
Caique was ſo far from opening his Eyes d 
being ſenſible of the Force of Truth, thify a 
ſuming on the Opinion he had of his 
Underſtanding, he undertook: to Ann 
Fence of his Gods; and Hernan Cortes, ſuffu 
ing himſelf to be carry d away by his Zeal fa 
Religion, grew offended, and turned his Bad 
upon him with ſome ſort of Paſſio n 
Arx this Time happen d one of the moſt ſo 
lemn Feſtivals of their Idols; and the Een 
poalans aſſembled (not without ſome Cinchm 
ſpection on account of the Sphaniarde) in die 
principal of their Temples, where they cel 
brated a Sacrifice of Human Blood, which hot 
rible Function was performed by the Hands of 
the Prirſts, with the Ceremonies, which ui 
be related in their proper Place. Afterti 
thoſe unhappy Victims were fold cut ont i 
Pieces, which were ſought after, and bougdt 
as ſacred Food: An abaminablt Brutality i 


ond 1 and a much worfe in their Prro· 
15 — | tion. 
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jon. Some Spaniards happen d to ue Part 
of this Slaughter; who . told Cortes 
row much they werg ſcandaliaed 3 and he Was 

5 highly provoł d at it, that the pious Diſtur- 
hance of his Mind immediately appear d on 
h Countenance. The Motives which obliged 
jim to keep Meaſures with thoſe Confedet 9 
ntes, gave way to a greater Cauſe; and as An- i 
ger has its firſt Fury, even hen ſupported: by 1 
Reaſon, he broke out into ee command - 
ing his Soldiers to take Arms, and call the Ca. 
Zzlque and the principal Indians Which uſed to 8 
attend him. As ſoon as they came into his 
preſence, he went with them to the Temple, 
cauſing his Troops: to march in Order with 
him. 

Tux Prieſts, who were jealous of the Hen 
came out to the Gate, and with loud Cries, 
began to call the People to the Defence of 
their Gods; at which Time ſome Troops of 
armed Indians appear'd; which, as it was 
afterwards known, thoſe very. Prieſts had pro- 
vided: For they feared ſome Violence, be- 
lieving their Sacrifice, ſo much abhorred by 
the Haniarde, had been diſcovered. The 
Number of the Indians who had poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Avenues, was conſiderable; 
but Hernan Cortes (always preſent to himſelf 38 
on ſuch Occaſions) ordered Donna Marina = 
to tell them aloud, © That upon the firſt Ar- 38 
* row they ſhould let fly, he would cauſe the "= 
* Throats of the Cazique, and all the Zem = 
ępoalans in his. * to be inumcdiately | "Tv 

: cc. cut, 


«ur; and afterwards „ 


| i 
«,\chaſtiſe theirInſolence with Fire and tide 
The Indians trembled at the Terror ot 
a Threat; and the Cazique quaking like 
reſt, commanded them to lay down their A 
and retire; which Command they immedi 
zy obeyed, ſhewing in the Readineſs” yit 

which they diſappeared, how much weß e 
fircd their Fear ſhould paſs for Obedience 

HERNAN Cox Es remained with the 
zique, and thoſe who attended him; ande 
ing for the Prieſts, declaimed againſt Kdolaty 
with more than Military Eloquence. He en 
couraged them, that they might not hearken 
to him with Fear: He endeavoured to make 
uſe of ſoft Expreſſions, that there might b 
no A ppearance of Violence, where Reaſon 

_ was to ſpeak : He lamented the Error in which 

they lived; and complained, that being hi 

Friends, they ſhould not give Credit to him i 

rhat which did moſt concern them: He toll 

them how much he deſired their Good an 
from loving Expreſſions, which move the 

Heart, he proceeded to the Motives that affet 

the Underſtanding : He demonſtrated to them 

their Errors; he ſet the Truth before hei 

Eyes, as it were, in a viſible Form: And fay, 

told them, that he came fully reſolv'd to de 

ſtroy thoſe Repreſentations of the Devil; aud 
that the Work would be moſt acceptable de 
him, if they themſelves would execute it: by 
their own Hands. TO which End, he per 
ſuaded and encouraged them to go . the 

, tcp 


EEE” i, 


Steps. of the n e 3 then | 

idols: But they were. ſo much concern d. 

tis Propoſal, that they only anſwer d WI 

Gebs and Lamentations; till proftrating them 

elves on the Ground, they, declar d 

That they would ſtoner ſuffer. themſelves. to 
Pieces, than, Jay; Hands e theix | 


them ſo averſe, "2nd therefore order d his Sol 
diets to put it in Execution B whoſe ili 
gence the principal Idol, together with thoſe 
on each ſide, were flung down from the Top 
of the Steps, and came to the Pavement, all 
broke to Pieces, followed by their own Altars, 
and the deteſtable Inſtruments. of their Adora: 
tion. Great Was the Commotion and 
niſhment of the Indians 5 they beheld each 
other, as expecting the Puniſhment of Heaven; 
and the ſame ſoon happen d as at Cozumel ; 
for ſeeing their Gods thus debaſed, without 
Power to revenge, themſelves, they laid alide 
all Fear, and became ſenſible of, their Weak- 
nels; in the ſame Manner as the World, by 
the Ruin of Great Men, ſees the Folly of that 
| Worſhip it has paid n 
Ink Zempoalans by this Experiment he. 
came more eaſy. to be perſuaded, and more 
ſubmiſſive to the Orders of the Spaniards. 
For if before they conſider'd them as Men of a 
ſuperior Nature, they now found themſelves 
obliged to confeſs, that they were more power- 
fal than their Gods. Hernan Cortes finding 
_— 


_ 


10 Fratich ub Nor At teaſed un 
tem,” commanded them t6 dete llt Ten 
Pie; which Oaler was excchted Witfr 0 _ | 
Fetvour and Cheatfulneſs, that akecting to bl 
unideceived, they Hung into the, Tire che eh 
ments of their Idols. The & que imme 
ately order d his Malbus'ts \etape the Wy 
Wiping out the Stains of human Blood, WII 
they p preferv'd as an Ornament: - Aﬀet whis 
y Whkeen d them, laying on a "Coyerigs| 
that ſhining Mortar which they uſed in tall 
Building; and they erected an Altar, on Wi 
was aged an Image of our Lady, with fem 
ornamental Flowers and Lights; and the Da 
following, the holy Sacrifice of the Maß ws 
celebrated with all "oflible Solemnity, in Srl 
of abundance of Indians, who aſſiſted at H 
Novelty, rather admiring than attentive; 
ſome bent their Knees, and endeavour v 
Imitare the Devotion of the Spaniards.” 
Then was no Opportunity then 0 i 
ſtruct them in the fandamietital Principles d 
Religion, for their Barbarity required mor 
Time; ; and the Intention of Hernan Cort 
was to begin their Spiritual Conqueſt front 
Court of Motezuma. Bur they remained 10. 
clind to deſpiſe their Idols, bees welt dipole 
to venerate the Image of the holy Virgin, of * 
fering to take her for their Avoca! that the 
God of the Chriſtians might favour thenj 
whoſe Power they were already ſenſible off. 
the Effects, and by ſome Glimmerings of 11 


tural Light, aways ſufficient to din gui ahi 
i 


wok l. Conqueſt of Mexico. 27 
which is bat, and 8 > 8 1 1 74 
Creatures. 1 %% id 
| AND here. we I: not otalt 7 ious R 
pics, of an old Soldier, who ſt d Alone 
8 theſe People, as yet but imperfectiy 
inced,, to take, Carc of that 128 ou | 
Nane was Juan de Torres, a . a the 


City of Cordowg. An Attion truly va bk 
of a Soldier, and which, at Once x recor 


his Valour and . 


— 
* 


0 H A p. Xii. 1 
The Army returns to. Vera Cruz. — - 


faries are diſpatch'd to the King, with as 
Account of what had been done. Another 
Sedition is queil d with the Puniſoment. of 
ſome Mutineers. And Hernan Cortes exe- 
cutes his Reſolution of fi: * his Ships. 


T HE $ aniards dep SSP 3 
| from Lempoala (which Place was after- 
wards called = Sevil); and when. they 
came to Vera Cruz, there was juſt arrived at 
the Place where the Fleet lay at Anchor, a 
ſmall Veſſel, which came from the Ifle- of 


* Cuba, commanded by Captain Franciſco de 


Sauceds, Native of Medino de Rio Seco, and 
in Company with him Captain Lais Maria, 
who was. after wards i in the ſame Station in 


the 


568 -The Kitap uf of 1 
A 0 en of Mexico. rought wi 
them ten Soldiers, one orte Mare: 


4:95 Was reckon d at that Time 4 Edie 


mie OG 1. $20 Ss L Ba, 
e e, Wricers have not ehen 
us ae e Bf of theit V ür 
is moſt likely, that they left eln = 4 05 
ſicn. to ſeek out Cortes, and follow hiö Fg 
tune; and of this the Readinefß With whit 
they joined his Troops, ſeems a ſtrong Atgr 
Ai Buy this Means it was known, khat u 
Governor Diego Velaſquez L Conti 00 
threaten Hernan Cortes; for by the Negg/ 
tiation of one of his Chaplains, whom he hal 
diſpatched to the Court, for this and other 
Pretenſions, he had obtained the Title of th 
King's Lieutenant of that Iſland, with a Pond 
to make new Diſcoveries and Settlements; 
which Grace of the King's had made him in 
exorable, belicving that "this Addition tobi 
Authority Was a freſh Ground for his Com 
plaints. e Ih A 
Bur en e A Thong wen 
now employed in greater Affairs, reccived ths} 
News as a Matter of no Concern, tho. it 
ſomewhat haſtened his Reſolution of git 
the King an Account of his Proceedings: Tor 
which End, he diſpoſed Matters fo,” that the! 
Town of Vera 'Cruz ſhould" write-a Letteß 
laying at his Majeſty's Feet this new Settlement 
and giving a ſhort Relation of the Sueceß d 
his Expedition, the Provinces that, were il 


ready reduced to his Obedience, with tlc 
| Naches 
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Wk iches,- Fertility, and great Plenty of this new 
World; the Progreſs he had made in favour 
of Religion; and the Difpoſitions- that were 
making, in order to come at a true Knowledge 
of the Empire of Moteguma. He very cat- 
reſtly entreated the Members of the Council 
of Vera Cruz, That not omitting to take 
Notice of the Violences intended againſt him 
by Diego Velaſquez, and the little Reaſon he 
had; they would lay before his Majeſty. at 
large, the great Valour and Conſtancy of the 
Spniards with him; leaving them to ſpeak 
of his own Perſon, as every one ſhould think 
proper. It was not Modeſty, but a Confidence 
in his own Merit, more than in any Words 
he could uſe, and a Deſire that they ſhould 
enlarge in his Praiſe; for no Man is diſpleas d 
to hear his own Actions extolhd, eſpecially in 
this martial Profeſſion, in which certain bare- 
facd Virtues are much in uſe, | whole very 
Name is look d upon as their Reward. 

Tu Letter was writ in the proper Form; 
the Concluſion whereof was to beſeech his 4 
Majeſty that he would grant Hernan Cortes 9 
a Commiſſion of Captain-Gencral, confirming vp 
That which he held from the Town and Troops, 
without any Dependence on Diego Velaſquez. 
Cortes wrote to the ſame Purpoſe, ſpeaking 
with more Aſſurance of the Hopes he had to 
bring that Empire to the Obedience of his Ma- 
jelly, and of the Diſpoſitions he was making to 
| contend with the Power of Moteguma, by: the 
Hclpof his own revolted Subjects. 3 
VI. I P THE 
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might be the greater. They alſo carried ſo; 


Subjects they were gaining to his Majeſty; af 


Embarkation came, their happy Voyage v 
recommended to the divine Favour by a ſolem 


nel of Bahama, without touching at the Iſan 


10 INS 
Denen 
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Tu Diſpatches being finiſhed, they. wal 
committed to the Care of the Captains 4 An 
Hernandez Portocarrero, and F ranciſeb i 
Montejo; and it was agreed that they RY 


_ carry the King all the Gold, — La 


and Curioſities they had acquired as well by 
Preſents of Moteguma, as by Ranſoms, andy 
Gifts of other Caziques ; both Officers and Mn 
diers giving up their Shares, that the Preh ice 


Indians, (who voluntarily offered themſely 
for the Voyage) as the firſt Fruits of thoſe ne 


Hernan Cortes ſent a Preſent in particularyy 
his Father Martin Cortes, a worthy Thought 
amidſt the many Cares that lay heavy upon hin 
The beſt Ship in the Fleet was immediatch 
fitted, and the Charge of the Sailing committed 
to the Care of the chief Pilot Antonio de Al 
minos: And when the Day appointed for thij 


Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt. With this Happ 
Auſpice they ſet Gail the 16th of July, 1519, 
with poſitive Orders to ſteer their Coaft d 
rectly for Spain, endeavouring to paſs the Chai 


of Cuba, where they ought to apprehend, a 
an evident Danger, the Snares of Diego We. 
laſques. 

WhrrLsT they were re making Preparations fi 
this Voyage, ſome Soldiers and Sailors (People 


of little Honour) raiſed new "DE by 
| ender 
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ndeavouring to make their Eſcape, and give 
otice to Diego Velaſquez of the Diſpatches 
and Riches ſent to the King in the Name of 
j7tes ; and their Intention was to go before 
ch ich this Advice, that he might ſeize the Paſſes, 
y End make Prize of the Ship: To which End, 
| they had gained the Sailors of another Veſſel, 
nd had laid in Proviſions of all Things ne- 
ceſlary for their Voyage. But on the very 
light deſign d for their ks, 0 one of the 
Conſpirators, called Bernardino de Coria, re- 
pented. He was going among the reſt to em- 
bark; but taking a nearer View of the Foul- 
neſs of his Crime, he privately ſtep'd aſide 
from his Companions, and went to inform 
the General. Cortes conſulted preſently how 
to remedy this, Evil; and made. his Diſpo- 
ſitions with ſo much Secrecy and Diligence, 
that the Accomplices were all ſeized on board 
the fame Veſſel, without being able to deny 
their Crime; which he thought to deſerye an 
exemplary Puniſhment, finding no longer any 
Security in his Clemency. They were ſoon 
brought to their Tryal, and two of the Sol- 
diers, who had been the chief Promoters of the 
Contrivance, wereadjudg'd to die; two others, 
this being the ſecond Fault, to be whipp'd. 
The reſt were pardoned, as drawn in, and de- 
ceived; a Pretence Cortes made uſe of, that 
he might not loſe all who were guilty ; tho 
be ordered that the principal Mariner of the 
W Slip deſtined for their Flight, ſhould have 
one of his Feet cut off: An extraordinary Sen- 
* 1 
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of that which is grievous to the Imaginatim 


Liecentiate Juan Diaz was guilty, of f 
Crime; and that out of Reſpect to the Pri 
hood, he was not proceeded againſt as be 
ſerved. That ſame Reſpect might have avail 
him againſt their Pens; eſpecially, ſince it 
certain that in a Letter Hernan Cortes wi 


(for the which we are beholden to Juan By 
tifla Ramuſi, in his Voyages,) he makes y 


Accomplices of this Sedition; ſo that cithe 
the Crime imputed to him is not true, or kt 


cuted, Cortes went with fome of his Friend 


rious Thoughts. The Boldneſs of thoſe 9. 
diers gave him much Uneaſineſs: He Ibo 
upon it as a Conſequence of the paſt Dif 
bances, and a Spark of a Fire not quite pl 


- Troops, and very probably he ſhould be obligt 
to try his Strength with Moteguma; A Ve! 
unequal Diſpute ; and more eſpecially With 


* 


tence, and upon this Occaſion very necellaf 
that the Crime which had deſerved fo. trig 

a Chaſtiſement, might not be forgot in Tiny 
In ſuch Caſes the Memory ſtands in need. 
the Eyes; for it with Dithculty retains the li 


BERNAL DIAZ DEL CASTILL, uf 
after him Antonio de Herrera, ſay, That ch 


to the Emperor on the 3oth of October, 151 
mention of this Prieſt, tho' he names all t 


have the ſame Reaſon not to bellen it, q 
Cortes had to conceal it. 
IHE Day on which this Sentence was en 


to Zempoala, where he was difturb'd withit 


out : He was now to march forward yy 


Men 
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en diſunited and ſuſpected. He thought of 
ing ſome Days among thoſe Caziques his 
riends; of employing his Troops in ſome 
ſer Enterprizes, and of making new Settle- 
nents for the ſtrengthning of Vera Crus: 
zut in every thing he found Inconveniences; 
id from this Agitation of his Mind reſulted 
n Action, which very much ſhewed the Great- 
heſs of his Soul; for he reſolved to deſtroy his 
let, and break up all the Veſlels, that he 
tight be ſecure of the Soldiers, and either 
onquer with them, or die; in which Deter- 
nination he alſo found the Advantage of re- 
Woforcing his Army with above a hundred Men, 
bo were employed as Pilots and Mariners. 
Wc communicated this Reſolution to his Con- 
Whiidcnts, and by their Means (with ſome Gifts, 
nd proper Secrecy) ſo diſpoſed Matters, that 
the very Sailors themſelves declared with one 
Voice, That the Ships would certainly founder 
by reaſon of the Damage they had ſuſtain'd in 
that Road, and by the bad Quality of the Port. 
Upon which Information, the Orders which 
Cortes gave, ſeem'd no more than a neceſſary 
Care, That they ſhould bring aſhore their Sails, 
Tackling, and Iron, with ſuch Planks as might 
be of Service, and ſink all the great Veſſels, 
reſerving only Boats for Fiſhing: A Reſolution 
deſcryedly applauded, as one of the greateſt of 
this Conqueſt; and we know not whether 
W © grcater of the Kind can be found in all 
WT Hiſtory, 
1 Jus 
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JusT1N relates of Azathocles = 15 
landed his Army on the Coaſts of Africh, 
burnt his Veſſels, to deprive his Soldiers of | 
Means of Flight. 

POLIEN us celebrates the Memory f 
lb General of the Etolians, for hi 
equal Boldneſs; and Quintus Fabius Mating 

has left us, among his Military Stratagen, 
ſuch another Inſtance; if we can give ma 
Credit to the Report of Frontinus, than 
the Silence of Plutarch. But none of thek 
Actions are leſſen d by the Example of othen 
And if we eonſider Hernan Cortes, with feyc 
Men than any of them, in a more diſtant 
Country, and leſs known, without any Hope 
of human Succour, among barbarous Peopk, 
ſo ſavage in their Cuſtoms, with a Tyrant t 
oppoſe, ſo proud and powerful, we ſhall find 
that the Undertaking of Corfes was the Orcatet, 
and his Reſolution more heroick : Or, grant 
ing to thoſe great Captains the Glory of having 
firſt led the Way, let us allow Cortes that d 
having gone beyond them, in the ſame Path. 
Irx is not to be endured that Bernal Diaz 
del Caſtillo, with his uſual, we know nd 
whether, Malice or Sincerity, thould introduc 
himſelf as a Counſellor, upon ſo great an Oc 
caſion, uſurping from Cortes the Glory d 
having been the firſt Projector. We (lap 
hs he) that were his Friends, adviſed him no 
te to leave a Ship in the Port, but to fink them 
« all.” But he knew not how to ſupport lis 
Ambition; for a little after, he adds; © And 
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« this Deſign of ſinking the Ships, he had 
already concerted, but deſired it ſhould come 


o him for the Advice which came after th 
ecolution. And the Remark of Antonio de 
Herrera on the ſame Action, is leſs tolerable ; 
Wor he affirms, © That the Fleet was deſtroyed 
© xt the Inſtance of the Soldiers; and that 
they were perſuaded and ſollicited thereto 
« by the Craft of Cortes, (that is his Expreſ- 
« fon) that he alone might not be obliged to 
« make good the Payment of the Ships, but 
« the Troops.” It doth not appear that Her- 
3 Cortes was at that Time either in a Place, 
ora Condition, to fear any Civil Diſputes with 
Diego Velaſquez; nor does this Manner of 
Reaſoning any way agree with the high Deſigns 
which he was then forming. If he took this 
Account from the ſame Bernal Diaz, (who 
thus preſumed, as fearing ſome Part of the 


Share) he ſhould have diſregarded it as the 
Grumbling of an intereſted Perſon: And if it 
was his own Conjecture, as he gives us to un- 
derſtand, and that he, as an Hiſtorian, had the 
Dexterity to penetrate into the Secret of the 
Actions he relates, he leſſens the Credit of this 
Action by the Meanneſs of the Motive, and is 
wanting in a juſt Proportion, by attributing 
great Effects to ordinary Cauſes. 


P 4 CHAP. 


from us. So that we are only beholden | 


Payment of thoſe Veſſels might come to his. 
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f CHAP. XIx. 


Cortes having. made a Dihpoſitis tion e ir | 
March, is informed that. Ships are ſen 
pon. the Coaſts. He departs for Ve 
Cruz, and takes ſeven Soldiers belonging 

_ the Fleet commanded by Franciſco de (x 

ray. The Army begin their March; an 

having with much Diſſiculty paſſed th 

Mountains, enter ny Province of Locotk 

lan. 


OME of the Soldiers were much Tricyed 
at this Deſtruction of the Fleet; but were 
calily brought to Reaſon by the Remem: 
brance of the paſt Puniſhment, and the Exam- 
ple of thoſe of better Underſtandine. Mex 

ſures were immediately concerted for putſi 
ing the Expedition; and Hernan Cortes al. 
ſembled his Troops in Zempoala, which con. 
ſiſted of Five hundred Foot, fifteen Horſe, and 
ſix Picces of Artillery, leaving an Hundrel 

| and fifty Men and two Horſcs in Garriſon at 
| Hera Cruz, and appointing Captain Juan de 
| Eſcalante Governor, a Soldier of Valour, very Wl 

diligent, and one in whom he intirely con Ml 

fided. He ſtrictly charged the neighbouring 

Caziques, that during his Abſence they ſhould 

obey and reſpect him as a Perſon in whom he 

had veſted his whole Authority; that they 
ſhould take Care to ſupply him with Pro- 
ſions, and People to help to build the Church, 
and 
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and the Fortifications of the Town, which he 


took Care of, not ſo much out of Fear of any 
Diſturbance chat might happen from the In- 


n, of that Neighbourh60d, as out of a 
ſealouſy of ſome Invaſion or DET from 


Diego Velaſques. = 
THE Cazique of Zempoala had phoviied 


G two hundred Tamenes, or Indians of Burden, 
cor the Baggage, and ſome armed Troops to 
th auement the Army; out of which Hernan 
pt. Cortes picked about four hundred Men, in- 


ciuding in this Number forty or fifty noble In- 
ans, of the greateſt Account in that Coun- 
try. And tho he immediately treated them 
25 his own Soldiers, his real Intention was to 
carry them as Hoſtages, for the Security of the 
Church he left in Zempoala, and of the Spa- 
niards who remained at Vera Crus, together 
with a young Page of his, whom he left in 


W - oF 


2 


can Language, in caſe he ſhould loſe his In- 
terpreters. In which he ſhewed his great Care, 
and how far he look d before him, to be pro- 
vided upon all Events. 

WEN all Things were in a Readineſs for 
the March, an Expreſs arrived from Juan de 
Eſcalante, with Advice, that ſome Ships were 
on the Coaſt of Vera Crus ; without caring 
to come to, tho' they had made them Signals 
of Peace, and endeavoured it ſeveral Ways. 
This was not an Accident to be diſregarded, 
therefore Hernan Cortes went immediately 
away with ſome of his Friends for Vera Cruz, 
leaving 
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Charge with the Cazique, to learn the Mexi- 
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218 The Hiſtory of the Book It 
leaving the Command of the Troops to . 


Aso de Alvarado and Gonzalo de Sandoyy| 
At his Arrival, one of the Veſſels ſeem d th 
be at Anchor at a conſiderable Diſtance fron 
the Land; and ſoon after, he diſcovered foy 
Spaniards on the Shore, who drew neu 
without any Fear, giving to underſtand they 
fought him. 

One of them was an Eſcriuano, or Notay, 
and the others came as Witneſſes of a Not. 
fication they intended to make to Cortes in th, 
Name of their Captain. They brought it in 
Writing, and it contain d, That Franciſc 
de Garay, Governor of the Iſland of 7a- 
« naica, had, by Virtue of an Order from 
the King, to make Diſcoveries and plant 
© Colonies, embark'd on board three Ships, 
* two hundred and ſeventy Spanzards, under 
* the Command of Captain Alonſo de Pine. 
da, and taken Poſſeſſion of that Land, on 
© the ſide of the River of Panuco ; and be- 
* cauſe he intended to eſtabliſh a Colony near 
* Naothlan, twelve or fourteen Leagues to 
« the Weſtward, intimated to him, and re- 
*+ quired, that he ſhould not make any Settle- 
«« ments that way.” | 

HERNAN CoRTEs anſwer'd the Notary, 
That he did not underſtand what he meant 
© by his Notification, or thoſe Forms of Law, 
* But deſired that the Captain and he might 
* meet, and all Things ſhould be adjuſted after 
the moſt convenient Manner; for they were 


all Subjects of the fame King, and lay 2 
der 


der an equal Obligation of aſſiſting each 
« other fox his Service.” He bid them go 
back with this Meſſage : But they not going, 


ner, that he ſhould return a direct Anſwer to 
his Notification, he ordered them to be ſeized; 


lttle Sand Hills, whereof there are many on 
that Shore; where he ſtay d all that Night, 
and part of the next Day, the Ship never of- 

W fccing to ſtir, or diſcovering any other Deſign 
chey had, than that of ſtaying for their Meſ- 
ſengers; which put him upon trying whether 


Men on Shore. The firſt Thing he thought 
on, was to order the Priſoners to be ſtripp'd, 
and four of his own Men to go to the Shore 
in their Cloaths, making Signals to the Ship 
with their Cloaks and other Things. The 
Conſequence of this Contrivance was, that 
twelve or fourteen Men, armed with Fire- 
Arms and Croſs-Bows, came in a Boat : But 
the four Men, who were diſguis d, - retiring, 
that they might not be known, and hiding 
their Faces, while they anſwer'd their Call, 
they durſt not land: So that only three were 
taken, who had leap'd on Shore, being more 
courageous, or leſs conſiderate; the reſt re- 
tura'd on board the Veſſel, which, being thus 
undeceiv'd, weighed Anchor, and followed 
her Courſe. Hernan Cortes at firſt doubted 
that theſe Veſſels might belong to Diego Ve- 
glue &, and feared they might have —_— 


— — 
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and the Notary inſiſting, in a diſreſpectful Man- 


ind hid himſelf with his Men among ſome 


he could by any Stratagem draw any of their . 
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him to put a Stop to his March: But the De 
ſigns of Franciſco de Garay gave him Very 
little Uneafineſs,; as an Affair which in Tine 
might be much enter adjuſted; ſo that he te. 
turm d to Zempoala caſed of his Cares, ad 
not without ſome Advantage; for he brouelt 
with him an Addition of ſeven Soldier, 
which, in a Place where a Spaniard Was o 
{0 much Value, was eſteem'd eee an 
look'd upon as a good Rccruit. | 

Corres ſoon after reſum'd the Thai 
of marching; and upon leaving the Place 
drew up the Army in Order, forming a Body 
of Spaniards for the Vanguard, and another 
of Indians for the Rear, commanded by Ma. 
megti, Theuche, and Tamelli, Caziques of the 
Mountains : The ſtrongeſt of the T amenes 
were commanded to take Charge of the Ar- 
tillery, the reſt were reſerved for the Baggage. 
In this Order, with a Party betore to look 
out, they began their March on the ſixteenth 
Day of Augu/t. The Army was well receivd 
in their firſt Marches, at Falapa, Socochima, 
and Texucla, Towns in the ſame Confede- 
racy. As they went along they ſcattered 
among thoſe friendly Indians the Secds of 
Religion, not ſo much to inform them of the 
Truth, as to leave them ſuſpicious of their 
own Errors. Heraan Cortes ſeeing them ſo 
docil and well diſpoſcd, was of Opinion, that 
a. Croſs ſhould be erected in every Town the 
Army paſſed thro', that at leaſt a Veneration 


for That might be introduced; but F 
5 


| 
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Burtolome de Olmedo, and the 2 
Juan Dia, oppoſed this Opinion; perſwdd- 
ns him, © that it might be à Rafhneſs? x6 
« truſt the Holy Croſs to o Barbarians ill inſtruck 


« cd, who might offer ſome Indeceney to it, 


« or at leaſt ' treat it after the ſame” Manner E 
they did theit Idols, b ſuperſtitiouſſy Wor- 
« ſhipping he ſame, without being ſenſible 
of the Myſtery Which the Croſs repre- 
« ſented.” His Piety firſt moved him to make 
the Propoſition; but his good Judgment made 


him lenſible of the force of . others Rea- 


ſon. 0 
TuEv next enter d upon © the Wust part of 


the Mountain, the firſt Difficulty they met 
with in their Road to Mexico, where they 
ſuffer d very much; for they were obliged to 
march for three Days over uninhabitable 
Rocks, whoſe Paths were Precipices. They 
carried the Artillery by Strength of Arms, and 
ſome Contrivances; and the Badneſs of the 
Weather diſtreſsd them extremely. The Cold 
was exceſſive, and the Showers of Rain very 
hard and frequent, and the poor Soldiers have- 


ing no Conveniency to make Barracks at 


Nieht, and no other Shelter but their Arms, 
they marched to keep themſelves warm, and 
were obliged to ſeek for Eaſe in Fatigue. 
Their Proviſions alſo failed them, the laſt Ca- 


lamity upon theſe Occaſions; and their Reſo- 


lution began now to contend with their 


Strength, when they gained the Top of the 


Mountain: There they found a Temple and a 
great 
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great Quantity of Wood; but they made m 
Stay, becauſe on the other Side they dif, 
vered ſome neighbouring Villages, to which 
they marched haſtily to refreſh themſelye 
and there found Accommodation ſufficient a 
make them forget all that they had ſufferd. 
Ax this Place began the Country of 2. 
cothlan, in thoſe Days a large and populo 
Province, whoſe: Cazique reſided in a City i 
the ſame Name, ſituate in the Valley at th 
Foot of the Mountain. Hernan Cortes gay 
him Notice of his Arrival and Deſigns, ſend. 
ing two Zempoalan Indians with the Mel. W 
ſage, who quickly return'd with a favourable MW 
Anſwer; and in a ſhort Time after he diſco 
ver'd the City, a large Place, which in a ſtate. 
ly manner filled great Part of the Plain. The 
Towers and other Buildings at a Diſtance ap- 
peared white, and becauſe a Portugueze Sol. 
dier compared it to Caſtilblanco in Portugd, 
for ſome Time it preſcry'd that Name. The 
Cazique came forth to receive Cortes with 
great Attendance; but with a kind of forced | 
Civility, which ſhewed more of Artifice than 
Good- Will. The Entertainment he gave the 
Troops was not very pleaſant, their Lodging 
incommodious, and the Proviſions ſcanty, and 
in every Thing it appear'd, how little he was 
pleaſed with his Gueſts: But Hernan Cortes 
ſtifled his Refentment, and repreſs'd the Anger 
of his Soldiers, that he might not give the In. 
dians any Miſtruſt of the Peace which he had 
propoſed, when he intended only to 7 2 
1 thto 


* 
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thro! their Country ; preſerving the Reprira- 

ton of his Arms, without ſtopping to improve 
ir by inconſiderable Enterprizes. e 
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The Cazique of Zocothlan wiſits Cortes @ ſe- 
cmd Time, and highly extols the Great- 
w/5 of Motezuma. Cortes reſolves 78 
march by the Way of Tlaſcala, of which 
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Province, and the Nature of its Govern- : 
ment, ſome Information is got at Naca- ; 


ingo. : 


—— 


FR 


THE next Day the Cazique repeated his 
_ | Viſit, and came with a greater Train 
of Relations and Servants : His Name was 
Olinteth; he was a Man of Capacity, and 
Lord of many Towns, and reſpected as the 1 
moſt conſiderable Perſon among all his Neigh- oF 
bours. Cortes adorn'd himſelf to receive him 4 
with all the uſual outward Shew. And this ; 
Meeting was very remarkable; for after have- 
ing received him with great Civility, arid paid 
him the uſual Compliments with a becoming 
Gravity, Cortes (believing he ſhould find the 
ſame Complaint from him which he had 
heard from others) asked whether he was a 
Subject of the King of Mexico? To which 
the Cazique readily anſwer'd, Is there any 
* Man upon the Earth who is not a Vaſſal 
and Slave to Moteguma? Cortes might 
very 
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 Zique's, 7. Manger of anſwering. bim wigh 
another n; but he was {@: Much Mate 
of himſelf, that with ſome Scorn, he told hin, 
little of the- 
1 he himſelf and thoſe who accompanied him, 
ce were Subjects of another King, ſo powerful 
t that he had many Subjects greater Prigy 
ce than Mot guma. The Cazique was. {ot 
mov d at theſe Words, but, on the contra, 
Without entring into any Diſpute or Comp. 
riſon, went on recgunting the Grandeur of hi 
King, as one WO would not ſtay to be asked; 
faying with great Gravity, © That Motezun 
« was the orcateſt Prince then known in the 
World; that the Provinces of his Dominjoy 
ce were not to be reckon'd; that he ke pb hö 
Court in a City impregnable, founded the 
« Water in great Lakes; that the Entrance ty 
. it was by Pikes, or Cauſe ways, With Drax. 
< bridges. over ſeveral Openings, by. which 
« there was a Communication of the Waters 
« He enlarged much on the Immenſity. of his 
“ Riches, and the Strength of his Armies; 
ce and aboye all on the Unhappineſs of thoſt 
«who did not obey him; for with them he 
made up the Number of his Sacrifices, and 
ce that every Year above twenty thouſand Alen 
(Enemies, or Rebels) died upon the Altan 
of his Gods. What he ſaid was true, but 
he ſpoke it like one exaggerating, and it wi 
caſily perceived that he Was influenced by 


_ © - cx. wo 


2 


800 en 2 e, his Greatneſs rather 
Yall ) canſe Fear than Admiration. © 

HERNAN CORTEsS perceid d the Deſign 
# his Diſcourſe, and thinking it neceſſary t to 


"Ely put on a certain Vivacity, in order to diſap- 
tin, point thoſe boaſting Exprefſions, anſwer d, 
Thy, „That he was already ratfcierttly inform d of 
ne Empire and Greatneſs of Morezuma ; 
ot , and that were he a leſs Prince, he ſhould 
90, 6 not Have come from ſuch diſtant Countries 


V+ to make him an Offer of Friendſhip from 
BY .cother Prince much greater than He: That 
© « his Embafly was peaceable, and that the 


more for a Shew of Authority than Force; 3 
but that both he, and all the Caziques of 
the Empire muſt know that he deſired 
« Peace without being afraid of War; for 
« that the moſt inconfiderable of his Soldiers 
„vas able to cope with an Army of his 
of Ning; that he would never draw the Sword 
« without juſt Provocation: But once drawn, 
© I will (faid he) put every Thing before me 
© to Fire and Sword, and Nature will aſſiſt 
© me with her Prodigies, and Heaven with its 
* Lightnings ; for it is the Cauſe of Heaven 
© I come to defend, by baniſhing your Vices, 


Avery Sacrifices of human Blood, which you 
* recount as a Part of the Grandeur of your 
„king.“ And (breaking up the Viſit) he 


Friends, is what we ſeek, great Difficulties, 


«© Men who attended him in Arms, ſerv'd' 


© and the Errors of your Religion, and theſe. 


turn'd | to his Soldiers, and ſaid, © This, my 
VoL. I. Q - 3 and 
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« and great Riches: By the one we 
cc Fame, and by the other Eſtates. — "Wa 
this ſhort Speech he abated the Pride of thy 
Indians, and added freſh Courage to the yy, 
nards ; telling his Thoughts to all withay 
Artifice ; for from the very Beginning of th 
Undertaking, God had ſo ſtrengthen d ni 
Heart, that altho' he ſufficiently conſider, 
and knew the Dangers, he enter'd upon then 
as if he had been ſure of Succeſs...” & 
Tar Spaniards ſtay'd five Days in Zocoth. 
lan and Cortes quickly found in the G 
zique another ſort of Reſpect; for the Ac. 
commodation of the Troops was better; 
and he was more punctual in the Entertain 
ment of his Gueſts. Cortes's Anſwer gare 
him much Uneaſineſs, and he diſcover a 
anxious Penſiveneſs, occaſion'd by his own 
Obſervations, as he himſelf afterwards con. 
feſsd to Father Bartolome de Olmedo. He 
concluded in the firſt Place, that they could not 
be Men who were ſo bold as to oppoſe Me. 
tezuma : And again, that they muſt be ſome 
thing more, who talked with ſo much Con-. 
tempt of his Gods. With this Conceit he 
obſerv'd the Difference of their Countenancez 
the Novelty of their Arms, and the Strange- 
neſs of their Habit, together with the Obedr } 
ence of their Horſes: And it ſeem'd to him, 
that the Spanzards were endued with ſuperiot 
Reaſon, when they argucd againſt the. Inhu- 
manity of their Sacrifices, the In uſtice of their 


Laws, and the Permiſſions of Senſuality (lo Wl 
-þ un- 
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abounded amongſt thoſe Barbarians, that the 
W:rcatcſt Outrages committed againſt Nature 


principles, his high Eſteem of them drew Con- 
quences, to make him believe, that ſome 
Dirinity dwelt in them. For there is no Un- 
{ſanding ſo deprav'd, as not to be ſenſible 
of the Deformity of Vice, notwithſtanding it 
de embrac'd by the Inclination, and diſguis'd 
by Cuſtom But the Fear of Moteguma ſo 
entirely poſſeſs d him, that he could not pre- 


ence thoſe Conſiderations had on his Mind. 
He reſted ſatisfy'd with giving what was ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of the Troops: And 
not daring to ſhew his Riches, was ſparing of 
his Preſents, the (greateſt of his Liberality be- 
ing four Female Slaves, which he gave Cortes 
W to make his Bread, and twenty noble In- 
dans, which he offered as Guides for the 
Army. poi " 

| Tarn aroſe a Queſtion about the Road 
which they ſhould chuſe for their March ; and 
the Cazique propoſed that of the Province of 
Cholula, as being a fertile Country, and well 
pgopled, whoſe Inhabitants being more in- 
clin'd to Merchandize than War, would give 
a ſecure and commodious Paſſage to his 
Troops: And he adviſed them with great Ear- 
neſtneſs not to march by the Road of Tlaf- 
cala, as being a Country always in War, and 
the Inhabitants of ſo bloody a Diſpoſition, 
that they placed their Happineſs in making 
Q 2 — 


"cre accounted lawful). And from all theſe 


wail with himſelf to acknowledge the Influ- 
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and keeping Men their Enemies. "Bak. the 
principal Indians who commanded the Zen 
3 told Cortes privately, that he mul 
not confide in that Advice, for that Choly, 
was a very, populous City, and the. People ng 
to be depended on. That in Cho/y 255 a 
the Towns of that Diſtrict, Motezuma 
monly quarter'd his Troops : Ard that that i 1 1 
very poſſible the Cazique might lead them 
into the Danger with an evil Deſig ign: For the 
Province of Tlaſcala (tho it were large, ad 
the People warlike) were Confederates, any 
Friends to the Totonaques and Zempoalan; 
which were in his Army, and made conti. 
nual Wars with Moteguma: For which two 
Conſiderations, it would be more ſecure to 
march thro' their Country: And being | in 
Company with their Allies, the Spanzard; 
would not be looked upon as Stranges, 
Cortes lik'd what they faid, and finding it 
more reaſonable to truſt to his Indian Friends 
than to a Cazique ſo much affected to the 
Intereſt of Moteguma, he commanded the 
Troops to march to the Province of Tlaſcali 
whoſe Bounds they in a little Time diſco- 
verd ; for they border'd upon thoſe of 
corhlan ; and during the firſt Marches ' 
thing conſiderable offer d: But afterwards they 
heard ſome Rumours of War, and were in. 
form'd, that the Country was in Arms, and 
their Deſien kept ſecret; for which Reaſon 
| Cortes reſoly'd to halt in a Town but indif 
ferently 


" 


the 
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ferently peopled, call'd Nacazings, until he 
might be better inform d. 

TLASCALA was at that Time a Province 
zbounding with Inhabitants, and above fifty 
Leagues in Circumference : The Land was 
mountainous and uneven, full of Hills, which 
rem'd to be Children of the Mountain 
which is now call'd the Great Cordillera. 
Their Towns, whoſe Structure was rather 
durable than handſome, were built upon Emi- 
nences, partly to make uſe of the Advantages 
of the 'Ground in their Defence, and partly 
to leave the Plains to cultivate. At firſt they 
had Kings, which Government laſted ſome 
Years, until Civit Wars ariſing, they no longer 
cared to obey, and threw off "ahe Yoke. But 
as the People cannot ſubſiſt of themſelves, 
being always Enemies to Subjection, till they 
are ſenſible of the fatal Conſequences of Li- 
berty) they form'd themſelves into a Com- 
monwealth, making many Princes, to get rid 
of one. They divided their Towns into dif- 
ferent Diſtricts, and each named one of their 
Chiefs to reſide in the Court of Tlaſcala, 
where they form'd a Senate, whoſe Reſolu- 
tions all obey d. A notable Kind of Ariſto- 
cracy, which being found amongſt the Barba- 
rity of thoſe People, diminiſhes | pretty much 
the Credit of our Politicks. Under this Form 
of Government they maintain'd themſelves 
long againſt the Kings of Mexico, and at this 
Time were in their greateſt Strength ; for the 
Oppreſſions of Motezuma had augmented the 
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Number of their Confederates ; and they hy 
now brought over to their Party the Otonir, 
a Nation barbarous even among Barbariay 
but always defirous of War, in which thy 
knew not how to diſtinguiſh h Valour frog | 
Cruelty. 

CORTES "REED receiy'd this Ac and 
not thinking it rcaſonable to deſpiſe it; ty. 
ſolvd to ſend Meſſengers to the Republic 
to facilitate the Paſſage of his Troops; and th, 
Commiſſion he intruſted to four of the chic| 
_ eſt Zempoalans, inſtructing them by Means d 
Donna Marina and Aguilar, in the Speech 
they were to make to the Senate, till they 
had in a Manner got it by Heart: And he 
choſe them out of thoſe who propoſed in 
Zocothlan the Road of Tlaſcala, that thy 
might have their own Advice in View, and 
be the more intereſted ; in the good Succeſs of 
the Negotiation. 


4 
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5 CHAT XYE. 

the Cortes's four Envoys ſer out for Tlaſcala. 

fn An Account of their Habit, and the Manner 
bo Embaſſies were deliver d in that Coun- 

/; and of the Debates of that Repub- 

„ it lick about the Point of receiving the Spa- 
lic niards 272 2 peaceable Manner. 

lic HE four Zempoalans immediately 

S of adorn'd themſelves after the Manner 

ech of Ambaſſadors: For which Employment, 

bey they put upon their Shoulder a Mantle, or 


Tippet of Cotton, 'wreath'd, and knotted at 


in the Ends: In the Right Hand they bore a 
cr WY large Arrow, with the Feathers up, and on the 
nd left Arm a Target made of a Shell. The In- 
of tent of the Embaſſy was known by the Fea- 


thers of the Arrow ; for the Red denoted War, 
and the White denoted Peace; after the ſame 
Manner as the Romans diſtinguiſh'd by differcnt 
Symbols the Feciales and Caduceatores. By 
thele Signs they were known and reſpected 
in their Marches: But they could not go out 
of the high Roads of the Province where they 
weretrayelling for if they were found without 
them, they loſt thoſe Privileges and Immu- 
nities which were held ſacred by theſe People, 
oblerving religiouſly this kind of publick Faith, 
which Neceſſity invented, and placed among 
their Laws, as the Right of Nations. - 

— Wirth 
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2 232 4 Be Hithory of ihe. Boah 
Wirn theſe Marks of their Emple mf 
the four Envoys of Cortes entred into Naas 
and being known as ſuch, they were loday 
in the Calpiſta (for. ſa they called the H 
ſet apart for the Reception of Ambala | 
and the Day following the Senate met toit 
them Audience in a great Hall, where they 
their Councils. The Senators were ſeatelye. 
cording to their Seniority, upon low Chat 
of an extraordinary Wood made of one Pic, 
which they called Zopales. As ſoon as 
Ambaſladors appcar'd, they raiſed themſehy 
a. little from their Scats, and welcomed then 
with moderate Courteſy. They came in yith 
their Arrows raiſed on high, and their Tippe 
upon their Heads; which, among their Ce 
monies, was accounted the moſt ſubmiſlxe 
Having paid their Reſpects to the Senate, thy 
walked leiſurely up to the middle of the Hall 
where they kncel'd down, and without if 
up their Eyes, waited for Leave to be give 
them to ſpeak. The eldeſt Senator orderol 
them to declare their Buſineſs, and they ſeating 
themſelves on their Legs, one of them who 
waspitch'd upon as the propereſt Perſon to male 
the Speech, delivered himſelf after this Mar 
ner : 
4 Nome Republick, Valiant and Daten 
* Tlaſcallans; The Lord of Zempoala, and 
© the Mountain Caziques, your Friends and 
Confederates, ſend you Health; and wiſing 
* you abundant Crops, and the Death of your 
5 Enemies, they give you to underſtand, that 
1 N certain 
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fe certain invincible Men are arrived 
them from the Eaſt; who ſeem to be Deities; 
« for they fail upon great Palaces, and make 
« uſe of Thunder and Lightning, the peculiar 
„Arms of Heaven: They are Servants of 
« another God, ſuperior to ours, who is of- 


« fended with Tyrannies, and Sacrifices of hu- 


man Blood. Their Captain is Ambaſſador 
* from a very powerful Prince, who by the 
© Impulſe of his Religion, deſires to reform 
the Abuſes of our Country, and redreſs the 


« Violences of Moteguma; and having al- 


5 bead reſcued our Provinges from the 


preſſion under which they lived, finds him- 
Sy fl obliged to paſs thro your Republick, in 


© his Way to Mexico; — deſires to know 
« wherein that Tyrant has offended you, that 
© he may take your Cauſe in hand, and add it 
«to the reſt, which juſtify his Undertaking. 
With this Notice then of their Deſigns, and 
* with Experience of their Benignity, we come 
© before you, to requeſt and admoniſh you, þ 
© the Part of our Caziques, and all their Confe- 
4 derates, that you would admit theſe Strangers, 
as the Benefactors and Friends of your Allies. 
And on the Part of their Captain, we aſſure 
* you, that he comes in a peaceable Manner, 
* and only demands a free Paſlage thro} your 


Country, after you ſhall be perſuaded that 


* hedeſires your Good, and that his Arms are 


the Inftruments of Juſtice and Reaſon, which 


glefend the Cauſe of Heaven, in their own 


Nature 
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<©:Nature good and mild, and only hurt fu: i 
< the Wicked, and where they are provok.” 
HavixN thus concluded, the Four 'raiſy 
themſelves upon their Knees, and making ; 
profound Reverence to the Senate, they Kant 
themſelves as before, expecting their Anfwer, 
TE Senators conferred a little among them. 
ſelves; and then one, in the Name of all tie 
told them, © That they admitted the 4 
« poſition of the Zempoalans and Totona 
« their Confederates, with all imaginable Gn 
\ © titude; but that the Anſwer they were tg 
4 give to the Captain of the Strangers, re. 
« quircd further Deliberation.” Having re. 
ceived this Anſwer, the Ambaſſadors | retired 
o their Lodging; and the Senate ſhut them. 
elves in, to diſcuſs the Difficulties and Con. 
eniencies of the Demand made by Cortes, 
hey firſt weighed the Importance of the 
Affair, thinking it worthy of mature Delibe- 
Fation 3; but they were ſoon divided in Opi- 
nion, and this Diviſion occafion'd very warm 
and obſſinate Diſputes. Some were for grant. 
ing the Strangers the Liberty of paſſing on, 
as they deſired; others were for making War 
upon them, and endeavouring to deſtroy them 
at once; others were for denying g them Paſſage, 
but permitting them to continue their March, 
provided it were without their Confines : 
Which Difference of Opinion occaſion'd much 
| Noiſe, without coming to any Reſolution, till 
Magiſtatzin, one of the eldeſt of the Sena. 
tors, and of greateſt Authority in the * 
| ich, 


luck, took the Matter in hand; who eat 


this Manner : 

« You well kriow, Noble and Valiant Tlaſc 
« callans, that in the firſt Ages of Antiquity, 
« jt was revealed to our Prieſts, and 'is to 
« this Day belicved amongſt us as a Point of 
« Religion, that an invincible Race of Mcn 
« xe to come from the Oricntal-Regions to 
« this World, which we inhabit, with ſuch 
Dominion over the Elements, that they ſhall 


e uſe of Fire and Air to ſubdue the Earth : 

« And tho' among the Judicious, it is not be- 
« licycd that they ſhall be Gods, (as the Vulgar 
« apprchends it) yet the fame Tradition in- 
4 forms us, that they ſhall be a celeſtial Race 
« of Mcn, ſo valiant, that one ſhall be able to 
cc ranquiſh a thouſand ; and ſo good, that they 
« ſhall only endeavour to make us live accord- 
* ing to Reaſon and Juſtice. I cannot deny, 


given me a very great Concern. Theſe come 
* from the Eaſt; their Arms are Fire, and 
80 * Houſes on the Waters are their Veſſels. As 
to their Valour, you have already heard by 
Fame of their Actions in 7. abaſco; and their 
* Goodneſs you now ſee acknowledged by 
* your own very Confederates; and if we 
* turn our Eyes to thoſe Comets and Signals 
from Heaven, which ſo often terrify us, 
S methinks they ſpeak to us, and come as 
= _< Meſlengers 


dock II. Conqueſt of Wiki 233 


silence to be made, is ſaid to live ſpoke after 


« und moveable Cities u pon the Seas, making | 


« hut that the great Conformity there is be- 
« tween theſe Strangers, and thoſe Signs, has 


iN 


-* our Friendſhip? What will the reſt of our 


— « Men 


A Meſſeng ers of this great Neneltp, wi 
* then will be ſo bold and raſh (if theſe 1 
< the People of our Prophecies) to try hi 
< Strength with Heaven, and treat as Enemig 
ec thoſe who come armed with its Decree) 
« J. at leaſt, for my own Part, ſhall fear the 
75 Indignation of the Gods, who rigorouſly | 
4 puniſh thoſe that rebel againſt them; and Ai 
< thcir own very Lightning, it ſeems as if thy 
e were pointing out to us to obey ; for th 
« Threats of Thunder are to all, and it onh 
« deſtroys where it meets Reſiſtance. But | 
will ſuppoſe that theſe Signals are to be di. 
< regarded as caſual, and that the Stranzers 
are Men, like us: What Harm have the 
«« done us, that we ſhould conſult about Re 
te venge? Upon what Injury done to us ſhall ve 
« found this Violence ? Shall Tlaſcala, which 
c maintains its Liberty by its Victories, and 
its Victories by the Juſtice of its Arms, entet 
« voluntarily into a War, which caſts a Ble. 
«© miſh upon its Governenent and Valout! 
* Theſe People come in a peaceable Manner: 
* Their Requeſt is to paſs through our Re- 
ce publick, which they do not endeavour with. 
*< out our Permiſſion: Where then is ther 
% Crime? Where our Provocation? They at- 
rive at our Gates, confidirig in the Pro- 
<« tection of our Friends; and ſhall we lok 
our Friends by falling upon thoſe who: deſire 


“ Confederates judge of this Action? And 
EF hat will Fame report of us, if five hundred 


„ 


Men oblige. us to take Arms? Shall we gain 
; 3 much. by. overcoming them, as we all 
loſe by having ; feared: theny My Opinion 
« is, that We admit them ith. Courteſy, and 
gent them the Paſſage they: deſiie; if they: 


* the « are Men, becauſe their Requeſt i 18 reaſ on able 2 
a and if they, are any Thing more, becauſe 
with = thc Will of the, Gods i 15. 4 ſufficient Motive.” 
+ WY ur Opinion of Aagiſcatsin met with 
L 0 crex Applauſe, and all were, inclined to follow 


him with Acclamations; when one of the 
Senators, called Xicotental, deſired Leave to 
fpcak: A young Man of great Spirit, who, on 
Account of Capacity and noble Actions, po- 
ſeſſed the. Poſt of General. of their Army 
Leave being obtained, and Silence being made, 
© Grey Hairs, ſaid; he, are not always infallible 


| © to cautious, RefleQtions,, than. to hardy En- 
« terprizes; and more proper to perſuades 
bFatience, than to valiant Actions. Ig pay 


„Opinion of Maziſcat in: But you will;nor 
« leſs refin'd Policy, but perhaps more juſt. 
1 „When we are talking of making War, we 

* are often deceived by that which we call 
Prudence; for whatſoever looks like Fear 


there is an Expectation among us of theſe 


- Prophecy, that is flow in its Completion. 
CC It 
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© in their Deciſions, as being more inclined 


. Reſpect, as you do, to the Authority and 


think it ſtrange, conſidering my Age and 
„ Profeſſion, if I have different Notions, of 2 


is not Virtue, but a Paflion: It is true, 


* Oriental Reformers, which is kept up by a 


238 Tze Hiltery of the” ' Book 
<« It is not my Intention to make 4 lite wy 
«| Report, that has been made venietable: by the 
<:'Confſent of Ages; but tell me, I defi ire You 
4 what Security have we, that theſe are 6y 
A Promiſed Strangets? I it the ſame Thin 
< to come by che Way of the Eaſt; as to you, 
from the Celeſtial Regions, Which We con. 
<« ſider as the Bitth-Place of the Sun? Ti 
cc Fire-Arms, and great Embarkations, whit 
ec you call Sca Palaces, may they not be tk 
Effect of human Induſtry, which are admire 
c for their Novelty? And perhaps they ma 
ce be'the Illuſions of ſome Inchantment, lik 
e the deceiving of the Sight, which we call 
“ Cunning in our 'Diviners. What they did 
< in Tabaſco, was it any Thing more thin 
breaking an Army ſuperior to them: in Num. 
4 ber? S$hall-this be thought in Tlaſcala ſuper. 
ce natural, where every Day greater Deeds arc 
«© done; with the ordinary Force? And thi 
<< -great Benignity they have uſed towards the 
*. Zempoalans; may it not be an Artifice, the 
„more caſily to gain the People? At leaſt! 
« ſhall take it for a ſuſpicious Sweetneſs, that 
« pleaſes the Palate, to cover the Poiſon; for it 
« is not of a Piece with the reſt, that we knoy 
ce Of their Covetouſneſs, Pride, and Ambition. 
* Theſe Men (if they are not ſome Monſters, 
„ flung up by the Sea upon our Coaſts) rob 
ce our People; live at Diſcretion by the Law 
« of their own Will, thirſting after Gold and 
« Silver, and given up to the Delights of the 


* Land. They contemn our Laws, and en- 
| © deayour 
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deavour dangerous Novelties, both in Juſtice 
and Religion: They deſtroy. our 'Temples, 
« pull in Pieces our Altars, and blaſpheme our 
Gods; and is this the Race you call celeſtial? 
« we ſhould. reſiſt? And do we liſten without 
« Scandal to the. Name of Peace? If the Zem- 


„into their Friendſhip, it was Without con- 
« fulting our Republick : They advance Amgen 
« no better Protection than the Want of 


52441. 


may WW © Thought, which deſerves to be puniſh'd in 
like « thoſe that ſupport them. Theſe Impreſſions 


4 of the Air, and frightful Signals, ſo magnified 


did « by Magiſcat zin, do rather perſuade us to 
Lan « treat them like Enemies, as being conſtant 
tn. WF © Forcrunners of Calamities and Miſeries: 
er « Heaven with its Prodigies does not give us 


| © notice of what we wiſh, but what we arc 
© to fear; for thoſe Felicitics never come ac- 
* companied by Terrors; nor does Heaven 
© light Comets to lull us aſleep, and to make 
* us negligent and careleſs. My Opinion 
© therefore is, that we aſſemble our Forces, 
and make an End of them at once; for they 
come into our Power, mark'd out by Signals 
in the Heavens, purpoſely that we may look 
on them as Oppreſſors of our Country, and 
* of our Gods; and that eſtabliſhing the Re- 
* putation of our Arms upon their Puniſh- 
* ment, the World may perceive, that it is 
not the ſame Thing to be immortal in Ta- 
* baſco, and invincible in Tlaſcala.” 
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0 pualans and Tatonaques have admitted them 


— 3 


9 
* 


— . 


Firs 
nothing but War; Pi wen a dene the 
Matter again, they reſolved, (as a Medim 


tation of their Nation, and if he ſhould þ 


poalan Ambaſſadors were detained in a for 


fame Time fo cautious, that they kept! in vie 


bred FE 


between | both Opinions) that eee 
mould aſſemble his Troops, and try hi 
Strength with the Spaniards : Gipponits'; 
he overcame them, they preſerved the Repu 


beaten, room might be left for the Repub. 
lick to treat of Peace, by laying the Blame 
of the Engagement upon the Otomies, and 
declaring it was a Diſorder occaſioned b 
their unſeaſonable Fierceneſs. For viich 
End they ſo diſpoſed Matters, that the Zen 


of diſguiſed Impriſonment, having in viey 
the preſerving of their Confederates; for 
they very well knew the Danger of this War, 
tho' they undertook it with little Appre- 
henſion, being ſo braye, that they depended 
on their own Valour for Succeſs, but at the 


the Accidents of a contrary Fortune: 


r 
— 


CHAP. XVI. 


L Spaniards reſolve to draw near to 
thiy Tlaſcala, looking on the Detention of 
Li their Meſſengers as a bad Sign. They 


engage with a Body of five thouſand 


80 Indians that lay in Ambuſh for them, 
& and afterwards with the whole Power of 
A the Republick. [S562 
Cpl: | | X ; 
16 16H T Days the Spaniards ſtay'd at 
Pub AJacagingo, expecting the Return of 


their Meſſengers, whoſe Delay was looked on 


ww # ſomething extraordinary; and Hernan 
0 Cortes, with the Approbation of his Captains, 


and the Chiefs of the Zempoalans, (for he 


1 uſed to ſhew them ſo much Favour and Con- 
ar dence, as to hear their Opinions) reſol ved 
of to continue his March, and draw nearer to 
A 7/s{ca/a, in order to diſcover the Intentions 
10 f thoſe Indians; conſidering, that if they 
1 were reſolved on War, (as appear'd by the 
; firt Tokens, now confirmed by the Deten- 


tion of their Ambaſladors) it would be 
better to ſhorten the Time of their Prepara- 
tions, and ſeek them in their own City, be- 
fore they ſhould have the Advantage of join- 
ing their Troops, and of engaging, drawn up 


ately marched in good Order, without omit- 
ting any of the Precautions which are wont 
to be obſerved by thoſe who ſet their Foot 
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in Order in the Field. The Army immedi- 


Vor. I. ” into 
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nary Strength. It was twenty Foot thid, 
and a Fathom and a half high; and on th 
Top was a Parapet, after the Manner of on 
Fortifications. The Entrance as narroy 
and winding, the Wall in that Part dividing, 
and making two Walls, which circular) 
croſſed cach other, . for the Space of ten 
Paces. They were informed by the Indians 
of Zocothlan, that the ſaid Fortification ws 
the Boundary of the Province of Tlaſcals, 
built by the antient Inhabitants to defend 
them againſt the Invaſions of their Enemies; 
and it was very happy that the Tlaſcalan. 
had not pofleſſed themſelves of it againſt the 
Spaniards; whether they wanted Time to 
march, out and receive them at that Fortifics 
tion, or that they reſolved to expect them in 
the open Field, in order to attack them with | 
their whole Force, and ſo deprive the Inferior 
in Number of the Advantage of engaging in 
a narrow Pals. | Lot oh 
| Tur FSpaniards paſſed to the other Side 
without any Diſorder or Difficulty; and 
Eb having 


— 


Be | ing again formed themſelves; continu d 
eir March, flowly, till coming out into a 
nor open Country, the Scouts diſcovered 
ta confiderable Diſtance twenty or thirty 
141425, Whoſe Plumes (an Ornament only 


te kd by Soldiers) denoted that there were 
ut wops in the Field. They came with this 
5h \ccount to Cortes; who ordered them to 
eyn 


un with Speed, and endeavour to call 
em with Signs of Peace, without giving 
hemſelves much Trouble in following them; 
or the Place where they were was uneven, and 
there ſeemed to be ſeveral Hollows and high 
Banks capable of hiding an Ambuſcade. He 
immediately follow'd them with eight Horſe, 
ordering his Captains to advance leiſurely 
with the Infantry; for it is never right to 
march Soldiers out of Breath, and enter into 
an Engagement with Troops that are fa- 
tigued. 
"Tar Indians ſtayed in the ſame Place till 
the fix Horſe that had been detach'd before 
drew near; and without minding their 
Calling, and Behaviour with which: they en- 
deayoured to perſuade them to Peace, they 
turned their Backs, running till they incor- 
porated with a Party a little before them, 
where they fac'd about, and put themſelves 
upon their Defence. At the ſame Time the 
lourteen Horſe joined, and charged that 
Troop, rather to diſcover the Country, than 
tor any Account they made of their ſmall 
Number. The Indians ſtood the Charge; 
„ loſing 
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loſing but little Ground, making b. of * $ 
Arms ſo valiantly, that without mindiy 0 
what Damage they received, they wound 
two Soldiers, and five Horſes. Upon 1 id 
the Ambuſcade which they had Prepara Ie 
march'd out to the Aſliſtance of nk 
Friends, and appeared to be a Body of iy vl 
five thouſand Men at the Time "aa Ni K 
Infantry came up, and the Troops fomal 
themſelves in a Battalion, to ſuſtain the N 
with which the Enemy advanced to chan Wl 
But at the firſt Volley of the Fire-Arm 1 
which made a great Slaughter of their Ma 4 
they turned their Backs, and retired very h | 
ily ; which firſt Confuſion the Spaniard” 
took Advantage of to cloſe with them; an 
did it with ſuch good Order, and fo mud 
Reſolution, that in a ſmall Time they quit 5 
the Field, leaving ſixty Men dead upon the 
Spot, and ſome Priſoners. Hernan Cum 
did not care to follow the Chace, becaul 
the Day was declining, and he was defiron 
rather to terrify than deſtroy them. The 
Spaniards immediately poſſeſſed themſehe 
of ſome little Houſes which were in Sight, 
where they found Proviſions, and paſſed fit 
Night chearfully, but not carelefly, font 
taking their Reſt, whilſt others watch d. 
TE next Day they continued their Marc 
in the ſame Order, and diſcovered the Enen) 
a ſecond Time in a larger Body than befor: 
coming with much more Haſte than gov 


Order. m_ marched up their =_— 
WI 
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Jim great Noiſe and Arrogance: , But diſ- 
targing at too great a Diſtance, their Arrows 
id no Execution; and at the ſame Time 
key began to retreat, continuing to diſcharge 
it 2 great Diſtance, and particularly the 
Singers, who being the fartheſt off, ſeemed 
ie moſt reſolute, Hernan Cortes ſoon per- 
ir d, that their Retreat had more of Stra- 
gem than Fear; and gueſſing that a rougher 
Engagement would enſue, he followed the 
Enemy with his Forces in cloſe Order, till 
having gained an Eminence which interpoſed 
in the Road, he diſcovered in the Plain, on 
the other ſide, an Army which, as it was 
aid, conſiſted of above forty thouſand Men. 
It was compoſed of yarious Nations, diſtin- 
ouiſhed by the Colours of their Enſigns and 


p [Plumes. In it were the Nobles of he ws 
by and all their Confederates. Xicotencal com- 
WY ended in Chief, who, as has been ſaid, was 


General of the Army of the Republick; and 
under him the Auxiliary Troops were com- 
manded by their own Caziques, or moſt con- 


1 ſderable Soldiers. 
Tur Spaniards might very well have been 
e (diheartened at the Sight of ſuch an unequal 


Force; but upon this Occaſion, the Experience 
they had gained in Tabaſco ſtood them in 
great Stead, and Hernan Cortes ſtopp'd but 


„ 07 little while to perſuade them to the 
of Battle; for he ſaw by their Countenances, and 
Ny other Demonſtrations, the Deſire they had to 


engage. They began preſently | to march 
R 3 down 
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down the Hill with a chearful Security: ki 

becauſe it was broken uneven Land, in whig 
they could not manage their Horſes, NCitha 
had the Fire-Arms their Effect, diſchayy 

from the upper Ground, they. took. mud 
Pains to beat off the Enemy, Who ende 
voured to diſpute the Paſs: But as ſoon » 

the Horſe got into better Ground, and par 
of the Foot had march'd into the Plain, they 
diſp oſed themſelves fo as to make Way fy 
eg Artillery to come down, and the Ree: 
Guard to form themſelves. The main Bo 
of the Enemy was at little more Pilam 
than Musket- Shot, engaging only by Show 
and Threats; but ſcarce did our Troops begi 
to move, after the Signal given, when th 
Indians began to retire again, as if they hu 
fled; being indeed a Second Stratagem d 
Xicotencal's s, to gain by the advancing of th 
Spaniards, his Deſi ign of ſurrounding and 1 
tacking them on all Sides; as appeared foot 
after; for as ſoon as ever he had them at: 
Diſtance from the Hill, which might have ſe 
cured their Rear, the greateſt Part of hi 
Army opened to the Right and Left, and 
running furiouſly, poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
Ground on both Sides; and then cloſing tit 
Circle, obtained their Purpoſe of ſurroundin 
their Encmics at a Diſtance. They preſent) 
began, with incredible Diligence, to din 
into a leſs Compaſs; and were ſo united ai 
reſolute, that the & paniards found it nece 
fary to draw up in a Square, facing geg 


Vo 


P I / , 
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Way, and take Care of defending themſelves 


ther then of offending the Enemy, making 
amends by Union, and a good Diſpoſition, | 
qr the Inequality of Numbers. 

Tae Air was filled with Arrows, and rent 
ty Shouts and Noiſe: It rained Darts and 
tones upon the Spantards ; and the Indians 
ting ſenſible what little Effect their miſſive 
Wewons had on their Enemies, came quickly 
to the Pikes and Swords. Great was the 
daughter of the Indians, and greater was 
their Obſtinacy. Hernan Cortes charged with 
his Horſe where he fourt the greateſt Occaſion; 
breaking in and trampling under Foot all that 


were near him. The Fire-Arms did great Da- 


mage, and at the fame Time occaſioned much 
Terror; the Artillery did not make a Shot in 
vain, caſting Aſtoniſhment among thoſe whom 
the Balls ſpared. As it was one of their Poli- 
cies of War to conceal their Wounded, and 


| carry off their Dead, a great many were em- 


ployed that Way, and their Troops began to 
diminiſh; ſo that they fell back to a greater 
Diſtance, and began to fight more cautiouſly ; 
but Hernan Cortes, before they could put 
taemſelves in Order to cloſe afreſh, reſolved 
to attacx the weakeſt Part of their Army, 


and open a Paſſage to ſeize ſome Poſt, where- 


by he might extend his whole Front againſt 
the Enemy. He communicated his Intentions 
to his Captains ; and having placed his Horſe 
on the Wings, followed by the Foot at a 
large Pace, he cloſed with the Indians, calling 

R 4 aloud 
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aloud upon St. Peter. At firſt t uu 
ſome Reſiſtance, plying their Wen — 
antly ; but the Fiercenefs of the Horſes: (lupe, the 
natural or monſtrous in their Imaginatin 
put them into Fear and Diſorder, ſo that f; 
ing on all Sides, they wounded and trod og: 
another under Foot, doing the ſame-Damy, 
to themſelves which they feared fram te 
Spaniards. 
PEDRO DE MORON, who was mount 
on a luſty ſwift Marc, had engaged himſelf to 
far; when ſome principal Tlaſcalaus, (wh, 
were got together fox this Purpoſe)! ſecing 
him alone, attacked him, and having ſeized 
his Lance and Bridle-Arm, gave the Mare ſo 
many Wounds, that ſhe fell down dead, and 
in an Inſtant they cut off her Head, ſome ay, 
it was at one Stroke; but that hyperbolic 
Way of Speaking does nothing alter the Sub 
ſtance of the Fact. Pedro de Moron receive 
ſome ſlight Wounds, and was taken Priſoner; 
but he was ſoon after relieved by other Hort, 
who, with the Death of ſome Indians, fre 
him, and brought him back to the Army, 
This Accident was no way favourable to the 
Deſign of Cortes; for it gave the Eneny | 
Time to return and cloſe, and form them 
ſelves again on that Side; 5 that the Hani 
ards now tired with the Engagement, (for it 
laſted an Hour) began to doubt of the Sue 
ceſs; but making a Virtue of Neceſſity, they 
were preparing to renew their Attack, aer 
at once the Cries of the Enemy ceaſed, and 
there being a ſudden Silence among that 
5 Multitude, 


— 
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mac Multitude, they heard only their little Kettle- 
14.8 Drums and Horns ſounding a Retreat, after 
up WH their Manner, as preſently appeared; for at 


on WY the. fame Time their Troops began to move 
or, and marching ſlowly for the Road of 
ou: Laſcala, they removed to the Top of a 
ze WY Hill, and left the Field to their Enemies. 
InE Spaniards had Time to breathe upon 


ttc 
3, this extraordinary Accident, which appeared to 


ted them miraculous, becauſe: they did not per- 
tog ccive any natural Cauſe, to which it might be 
hy attributed ; but they underſtood afterwards, (by 


Means of fome Priſoners) that Xicotencal had 


Ins 
ordered the Retreat, becauſe the greateſt Part 


cd 


or his Commanders being killed in the Battle, 
nd he durſt not undertake to manage ſq many 
j, Men, without Officers to command them. 
a Many of their Nobles likewiſe fell, which 
. made the Action coſt them dear, and very 


0 


ö 


great was the Number of their Wounded; 
but notwithſtanding ſo great a Loſs, and that 
they had quitted the Field to our Troops, 
who were entire, they entred their Lodgment 
triumphant, accounting it for a Victory, that 
they were not overcome; and the Head of 
the Mare being all they had to ſhew for 
their Triumph, Xicotencal carried it before 
him upon the Point of a Spear, and immedi- 
ately ſent it to Tlaſcala, making a Preſent to 
the Senate of that formidable Spoil of War ; 
which was greatly admired, and afterwards 
lacrificed in one of their Temples with extra- 
ordinary Solemnity: A proper Victim for 

—_— -þ _ thoſe 
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50 The Hiſtory of e Bock l 
thoſe Altars, and leſs unclean than the very 
Gods which were honoured by it. 

On our Side about nine or ten Soldien 
were wounded, and ſome Lempoalans; whoſe 
Aſſiſtance Was of a great Service upon this 
Occaſion; for the Example of the Spaniary; 
made them valiant, together with the Anger 
of ſeeing their Alliance deſpiſed and broken, 
At a little Diſtance was difcovered à fmal 
Place, ſeated on an Eminence which com. 
manded the Country; and Hernan Cortes, 
conſidering the Fatigue of his People, and 
hov / much Occaſion they had to be refreſhed, 
refolvd to poſſeſs himſelf of that Poſt for 
their Lodgment; which was done without 
- Difficulty ;- for the Inhabitants abandoned it 
upon the Retreat of their Army, leaving in 
it- Abundance of Victuals, which helped to 
preferve our own Proviſions, and refreſh our 
Men. There was not ſufficient Accommoda- 
tion for all to be under Cover; but the 
Zempoalans took Care of themſelves, build- 
ing Huts in a very ſhort Time; and the Situ- 
ation, which was naturally ſtrong, was ſecured 
as well as poſſible with ſome Works of 
Earth and Faſcines, which they rais d all the 
reſt of the Day, with as much Heart and 
_ Chearfulneſs as if their very Work were Relt; 
Abt that they were inſenſible of the Danger in 
which they were, or thought the War finiſh'd, 
but -becauſe'they expected from Providence, 
what they could not ſo much as hope for 
from their own Strength; and finding now, that 
mo | Heaven 
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looked on thoſe Things as poſſible, which a 
little before ſeem d to require a Miracle to 
accompliſh, a RR 


— iy — — 1 e — — 
Gi. 


Tie Tlaſcalans recruit their Army. They 
give Battle a ſecond Time with greater 
Force; and are overthrown by the Valour 
of the Spaniards, and by another new 
Accident, which puts them in Diſorder. 


TTARIOUS were the Reaſonings in 
Y Tlaſcala, upon the News of this ill 
Succeſs. They lamented the' Death of their 
| Ciptains and Caziques in a publick Manner; 
and from this Concern ſprung different Opi- 
nions. Some cried out for Peace, dignifying 
the Spanzards with the Name of immortal; 
whilſt others broke out into Reproaches and 
Threats againſt them, comforting themſelves 
with the Death of the Mare, the only Trophy 
of the War. Magiſcatzin boaſted, that he 
had foreſeen the Succeſs, repeating to his 
Friends what he had repreſented in the Senate, 
and ſpeaking upon the Subject as one who 
finds a Vanity even in the rejecting of his 
Advice. Xicotencal from his Camp deſired 
that they would reinforce his Army with 
ireſh Supplies; leſſening his Loſs, and yet 
making uſe of that to moye them to Re- 
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finement, (where they were put the Day X;co- 


nity, it did not ſeem convenient, nor indeed 


; m 
venge. At this Time one of the confedeis erate 
Caziques arrived at Tlaſcala with ten thou. 
fand Men, which Succour they looked on 1 
Providence of the Gods; and their C e 
increaſing with their Forces, the Senate te. 
folycd to lift freſh Troops, and Proſecute the 
War at all Hazard. 

HERNAN CORTES (the Day after the 
Battle) endeavoured only to put his Fortifi 
cations in better Order, adding new Works 
to help the natural Strength of the Place. 
He had a Mind to renew the Offers of Peace, 
and could find no Way to introduce his Ne. 
gotiation; for the four Zempoalan Enyoyy 
(who were returned to the Army by different 
Ways) came terrify'd, and infected the reſt. 
They had happily broke from a ſtreight Con- 


fencal took the Field) being deſtin'd with 
their Blood to appeaſc:the God of War; and 
upon the Report they made of this Inhuma- 


would it have been caſy, to make others ex. 
pole themſelves to the ſame Danger. 

THe very Stillneſs of the Enemy gave him 
Concern; for there was not any Rumour of 
War in all the Country round” about; and 
the Retreat of Xicotencal had all the Signs of 
a Diſpute not yet ended. He ought in right 
Reaſon to have maintained this Poſt for. his 
Retreat, in caſe of Neceſſity; but he found 
lncodveniencics in that Reſolution; for the 
Indians would have interpreted the ſhutting 

5 5 himſelf 
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himſelf up in his Quarters, as Want of Va- 
jour; a Conſideration of great Importance, 
in a War ſupported more by Opinion than 
force. 
Bur taking Care of every Thing, like a 
äligent Commander, he reſolved to ſally 
out the next Day in the Morning to gain In- 
tellgence, view the Country, and diſturb the 
Enemy; which he executed in Perſon, with 
al his Horſe, and two hundred Foot, the one 
Half &. paniards, and the other Zempoalans. 

Wr muft own this Undertaking was dan- 
gerous, confidering the Force of the Enemy, 
ind in a Country. ſo conveniently diſpoſed 
for Ambuſhes. Hernan Cortes ſhould have 
ventured his Perſon leſs, the whole Affair 
depending upon him; and in our Opinion, 
this Exceſs of Bravery is by no means worthy 
of Imitation by thoſe who command Armies, 
whoſe Safety ought to be conſider d as pub- 
lick, and whoſe Valour is to inſpire others. 
We might excuſe him by the Examples of 
ſeveral great Men, who have been the firſt in 
expoſing themſelves to the Dangers of Battles, 
performing a Part with their Swords, in the 
Execution of their own Commands; but as 
We are more obliged to give a juſt Relation 
of his Actions, than to clear them from all 
lame, we ſhall leave him open to this honour- 
able Objection', which is indeed the beſt 
Fault of a Commander. 

TnEr went fo far as to diſcover ſome 
Villages in the Road to Tlaſcala, where they 

found 
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254 Le Hiſtory of tie Boch h 
found great Quantities of Proviſions, and tod 
ſeveral Priſoners; from whom they under 
ſtood, that Xicotencal was incamped tw9 
Leagues from thence, not far from the City; 
and that he was raiſing more Forces again} 
the Spaniards; with which Account they t0 
turned to their Quarters, having done ſome 
Damage in the neighbouring Places: for the 
Zempoalans, who were now anger d up 
their own Account, put every Thing to Fir, 
and Sword they met in their Way; an Exceſ 
which Cortes reprimanded faintly ; for he 
was not ſorry, that the Tlaſcalans ſhould be 
made ſenſible how far he was from being 
afraid of the War, ſince he provoked them to 
it with ſuch Hoſtilitics.- ITE 


HE preſently ſct at Liberty all the Priſoners 


he had made in that Sally; and gave them 
ſuch Entertainment as appeared neceſſary to 
make them loſe their Fear of the Spaniards; 
and receive an Impreſſion of their Benignity. 
He gave Orders to ſearch out (among the 
other Priſoners that were taken on the Day of 
the Battle) thoſe who appeared the moſt inge- 
nious ; and out of thoſe he choſe two or three 
to carry a Meſſage to Xzcotencal. The Sub- 
ſtance of whith was, That he was: ver) 


much concerned for the Loſs his People hid 


ſuſtained in the Battle; for which they wert 
to blame who gave the Occaſion, by recerumg 
thoſe with Arms who came to propoſe Peace: 
that he did again require it of him, laying 
aſide entirely all the Reaſons he had tu be 
5 - diſpleaſed; 
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:Dleaſed; but that if they ' would not pre. 
400 Len and _ of - , they would 
lige him utterly to deſtroy them at once, 
naling the Name of their Nation a Terror 
„ their Neighbours. The Indians departed: 
with this Meflage, well inſtructed and pleaſed, 
nomiſing to return with the Anſwer; and 
hut a few Hours paſſed before. they made 
good their Word: But they returned bloody, 
and ill- treated; for Xicutencul order d them 
to be puniſh'd for their Boldneſs in bringing 
bim ſuch a Propoſal; and did not order them 
to be kill'd, that they might return wounded 
to the Sight of Cortes; and that carryi 

with them that farther Proof of his Reſolution, 
they might let him know, That at the firft 
Riſmg of the Sun he ſhould ſte him in the 
Field; that his Intention was to carry him 
and all his People alive to the Altars of 
hisGods, and appeaſe them with their Hearts 
Blood; and that he did immediately give 
him Notice of his Reſolution, that he might 
have Time to prepare himſelf; giving him 
further to underſtand, that he was not ac- 
cuſtomed to leſſen the Glory of his Vittories 
by the Careleſneſs of his Enemies. The In- 
ſolence of this Barbarian occaſion'd more 
Anger than Concern in the Mind of Cortes: 
But he did not diſregard his Advice, nor 
deſpiſe his Counſel; on the contrary, at the 
tft Break of Day, he drew out his Troops 
Into the Field, leaving in his Quarters ſuch a 
force as he thought neceſſary for their Defence; 
and 
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and adyancing little leſs than half a Ley 
choſe a convenient Poſt, where he might te. 
ceive the Enemy with Advantage; there he 
form d his Ranks as the Ground would perm, 
and agreeable to the Experience he already hy 
of this War. His Flanks he ſecured with the 
Artillery, ordering when and at what Diſtance 

to diſcharge. He ſent his Vanguard befot, 


an 
and putting himſelf at the Head of his Hott, * 
to take care of ſuccouring where it was rt r01 
full, he attended the Succeſs, ſhewing in hy Aby 


Countenance the Eaſineſs of his Mind, with. 
out having much Occaſion to make uſe of 
his Eloquence to inſtruct and animate his Sol. 
diers; for they all came chearful and cours 
geous, their Cuſtom of overcoming making 
them deſirous to engage. 

Ir was not long before the Scouts returned 
with an Account that the Enemy was upon 
the March with a very powerful Army; and 
very ſoon after, their Vanguard appeared. The 
Plain began to fill with armed Indians; the 


which covered the whole Horizon. Their 
Army conſiſted of above fifty thouſand Men, 
(as they themſelves confeſs d) the whole Force 

of the Republick, and all their Allies, that 
they might take the Spanzards alive, and carry 
them bound, firſt offering their Blood to 
the Gods, and then giving their Fleſh for a 
Banquet. They brought forth into the Field 
a great Eagle of Gold, raiſed on high, th 
Eaſtg ign of T, laſcala, which they only * 
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ac of in their greateſt Undertakings. They 
re. WW row near with incredible Diligence; and 
be then they came within Reach of the Cannon, 
e Artillery began to put a Stop to their 
4 voeed, ſtriking ſuch a Terror into them, that 
eder ſtood ſtill ſome Time, divided between 
fer and Anger: But Anger prevailing, they 
„ ame forward in a Throng, till they were fo 
„ tear as to make uſe of their Slings and Ar- 
bos where they were ſtopped a ſecond Time 
y the Terror of the Fire-Arms and Croſs- 
b Bows. £ | | 
f Tag Engagement continued a long Time 


xery bloody on the Part of the Indians, and 
but with ſmall Damage to the Spaniards, by 
teaſon of the Advantage of their Arms, and 
the Order and good Diſpoſition with which 
they gave and received the Charge; but the 
Indians perceiving the Blood they Joſt, and 
that their own Dilatorineſs was deſtructive to 
them, they moved all at once; and the Hind- 
moſt puſhing on the Foremoſt, the whole 
Multitude fell upon the Spaniards and Zem- 
poalans with ſo much Fury and Deſpair, that 
they broke their Ranks, and entirely deſtroy'd 
that good Diſpoſition in which they were 
formed. There was then Occaſion for all 
tie Valour of the Soldiers, all the Bravery 
and Diligence of the Officers, all the Strength 
of the Horſe, and all the Want of military 
Skill in the Indians, to enable them to form 
gain; which they did by main Force, and 
Vor. I. S | _with 
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for Cortes did not care to expoſe himſelf to 


Book No 
with the Death of all that did not immediacy 
give Way before them. 
Ar this Juncture there happened an Act; 
dent, as before, by which it appeared a ſecond 
Time, that the ſpecial Providence of God d 
fended his own Cauſe. A very great Diſtu. 
ance was perceived in the Enemy's Arm; 
Troops were moving to different Parts, divida 
and turning their Arms againſt each other: | 
the End, they all retired in 3 
ner; and thoſe who were engaged in the 
Front, turned their Backs, and fled. The He 
niards purſued them with {mall Execution; 


their charging him again at too great a Diſtance 
from his Quarters. 

Ir was known afterwards that the Cauſe of 
that Diſturbance, and the Reaſon of this ſe. 
cond Retreat was, that Xicotencal, who ws 
a paſſionate, proud Man, and founded his Au 
thority upon the Patience of thoſe under hi 
Command, did, with too much Liberty, fe. 
primand one of the principal Caziques, who 
ſerved under him with ten thouſand Men, calling 
him a Coward, and Mean-ſpirited, for not al 
Vancing when the reſt were engaged; which 
the other returned with ſo much Boldnes, 
that it came to a Breach, anda perſonal Chal- 
lenge between them; and in a ſhort Time i 
became the Cauſe of the whole Body of Troops 
under the Cazique's Command, who eſpouſel 
the Quarrel of their Chief, and prepared for 


his Defence; with which Example other Ca 
Zziques 


nes who were his Friends, mutinied; and 
ing a Reſolution of withdrawing their Troops 
an Army, where their Valour was ſo 


g ſenſible of his Weakneſs, endeavoured 
* to ſecure himſelf, leaving the Field and 
Victory to his Enemies. 

r is not our Intention to relate this 10 fa- 
urable Succeſs, and ſo opportune to the Sa. 
4rd, as a Miracle; on the contrary, we 
nfs, that the Diſagreement of thoſe Ca- 
ques was Caſual , and might caſily happen 


d with ſo little Superiority over the Confe- 
rates of his Republick; but whoevyer' will 
ſider this powerful Army of Barbarians, 
thrown and broken to Pieces a firſt and ſe- 
nd Time, (a Work ſuperior to any haman 
pree) muſt acknowledge in thoſe very Ca- 


Viſdom is wont to bring abont his high De- 
ens by what Men call Contingencics, making 
e very often of that which he permits, to 
compliſh that which he has ordain'd, 

GREAT was the Number of the Indians 
led upon this Occaſion, and much greater 
at of the wounded, (as they themſelves did 
ftervards relate). On our Side only one Sol- 
ier was killed, and twenty wounded, but ſo 
latly, that they were able to mount Guard 
hat Night. But notwithſtanding this Victory 
& I Was 
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e regarded, they put it in Execution with 
much Celerity and Diſpleaſure, that they 
all the reſt into Diſorder; and Xicotencal 


ena General mm of ſo little Temper, 


tics the Hand of God, whoſe ineffable 
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Was fo great, and fo much more wonders 


Army, and the Enemy retired overthrow 


.away for Cortes's Humour ; that he ought 


Wann n * 
n * 


than the laſt, (for they engaged with a grent 


yet the Novelty of having been broke and m 
into Diſorder in the Battle, made ſuch an In 
preſſion upon ſome of the Spaniſh Soldicts, thi 
they returned to their Quarters melancholy an 
diſhearten'd, like Men who had been yanquiſh' 


That they would not wiltully throw themſely 


think of returning to Vera Crus, for that 
was impoſlible to advance any farther; offi 
that otherwiſe they would do it themſelye 
leaving him alone to his Ambition and Ti 
merity. Hernan Cortes was informed of thi 
and retired to his Tent, without endeayourin 
to reduce them, till they were recovered fronllf 
that Fright, and had Time. to be ſenſible hoy 

much they were miſtaken in what they pro 
poſed: For in Diſtempers of this Kind, ha 
Remedies rather irritate than correct; Fear ill 
Men being a violent Paſſion, which Reaſol 

at the firſt cannot govern. 


CHA 


o 
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nn Cortes ſtills the new Diſturbance 
mung his Men. The People of Tlaſcala 
ke the Spaniards for Enchanters. T, hey 
anſult their Magicians ; and by their Ad-. 

vice attack them by Night in their Quar- 


NE Diſturbance among the Malecontents 
increaſed ; and the Diligence of the 
Ciptzins, together with the contrary Opinion 
of the better Sort, not being ſufficient to re- 
duce them, Hernan Cortes found it neceſſary 
to ſhew himſelf, and endeavour to bring them 
to Reaſon, To which End, he order'd all 
the Haniards to aſſemble in the Place of Arms, 
upon Pretence of coming toa Reſolution upon 
the preſent State of Affairs; and placing near 
himſelf the moſt Mutinous, (a ſort of Favour 
neceſſary for their better hearing) © It allows, 
* ſays he, of no great Diſpute, what our Army 
i to do, having gained in a ſhort Time two 
* Battles, in which your Valour, and the 
-* Weakneſs of your Enemies, have equally 
_ * appeared, It is true, the overcoming an 
Enemy is not the finiſhing Stroke of a War; 
| © forthe improving a Victory has alſo its Dif- 
e ficulties: And we muſt always be aware of 
* thoſe Dangers that oftentimes attend good 
Fucceſs, as a kind of Tax upon human Fe- 
- licity, But this, my Friends, is not what 
8 3 Wh 
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cc of Motezguma. : We all devoted ourſely( | 


e our King, as alſo for our Honour, and o 
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gives me Trouble: I ſtand in Need of VE 
* Advice upon a greater Doubt. They te 
* me, that ſome of our Soldiers are again di 


* ſirous, and ſtir up one another to proof 
* that we ſhauld retreat. IL am willing tob © 
* lieve they ground this Opinion upon-ſoniil © 
** good Reaſon ; but it is not right; that 
Point of ſo much Importance ſhoulg ; 
* treated in a murmuring Manner. Tell _ 
* your Opinions freely ; do not diſcredit wh , 
cc you earneſtly deſire, by propoſing it in a 
* minal Way. And, that we may all rea 
c upon that which is moſt convenient for 
ce all, let us firſt conſider. the Condition 'f 

cc | 


which we arc, and reſolve at once upali 
« ſomething which cannot be contragitcM 
* This Enterpriſe was begun with your Al 
<« probation, I may ſay, with your  Applaul 
* OurRcſolution was to pals on to the Co 


© to this Undertaking for our Religion, an 


„Hopes. Theſe Indians of Tlaſcala, wi | 
c endeayoured to oppoſe our Deſign with al 
<* the Power of the Republick, and its Coy 
< fedcrates, are now overthrown and conquer 
It is not poſlible, (according to the natur: 
<« Courſe of Things) that they ſhould dela 
long to requeſt Peace, or grant us PaſlagR 
« If this happens, how greatly will it add t 
Our Reputation? What will theſe Bard 
riums conceive of us, who already rank i 
with their Gods? Moteguma, who expette J 


2 * - i r 


nook II. Congueſt of Mexico. 263 
« 15 with Concern, (as has appeared by the 
« Repetition and Artifice of his Embaſſies) 
ill behold us with greater Terror, after 
« having vanquiſhed the Tlaſcalans, who are 
«the moſt valiant Men of the Country, and 


« berty againſt him. It is very poſlible, that 
he will make us advantageous Offers, fearing 
jet we ſhould join with his Rebels; and very 
« oſible, that this ſame Difficulty, we now 
« nect with, may be the Means which God 
« nakes uſe of to facilitate our Undertakings, 
ahr making Tryal of our Conſtancy ; for he 
« yill not work Miracles for us, without making 
«iſe both of our Hearts and Hands. But if 
ye ſhould turn our Backs, (and be the firſt 
that have been diſcouraged by Victories) all 
ur Labour is loſt at once: What can we 
© hope for? Or what is it that we ought not to 
«fear? Theſe very vanquiſh'd People, that are 
© now terrify'd, and fugitive, will be animated 
* at our being diſhearten'd, and knowing all 
« the ſhort Cuts and difficult Paſſages of the 
Country, they will purſue, and break us in 
* our March. Our Indian Friends (who ſtand 
- © by us contented and courageous) will quit us, 


ing our Diſgrace. The Zempoalans and To- 
* fonaques, our Confederates, (who are our 
only Refuge in the Retreat) will conſpire 


of our Power. I repeat it again, let every 
Thing be maturely conſider'd; and com- 


have by Force of Arms maintain'd their Li- 


* and eſcape to their own Country, publiſh- 


gainſt us, loſing the great Opinion they had 
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| « paring the Hopes which we abandon, wii 
© the Dangers to which we expoſe ourſelye; 


telling the reſt, © Friends, our Captain ack 


unuſual Trouble in Tlaſcala: They all admir d, 
and were confounded. The common People 
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<« propoſe and deliberate what will be mog 
cc. convenient; for I leave you to your full; 
cc berty of Diſcourſe, and have laid before yay 
* theſe Inconveniencics, rather to free my Oy; 
cc nion from Blame, than defend it.” © 

SCARCELY had Hernan Cortes finjſh'd his 
Diſcourſe, when one of the diflatisfy'd $9 
diers, convinced by his Reaſons, raiſed his Voice 


« what we arc to do, but inſtructs us while 
« he is asking: It is not poſſible for us to 
cc rctire now, without being loſt.” | 
THe reſt were convinced, confeſling their 
Error, and the other Part rejoiced at their be- 
ing undeceiy'd; and it was reſolv'd, by Accla- 
mations, to proſecute the Enterpriſe ; the Di-. 
quicts of thoſe Soldiers who were deſirous of 
finding Reſt in the Iſle of Cuba being at that 
Time entirely pacify'd, whoſe Unreafonable- 
neſs was one of the Difficulties which did moſt 
trouble the Mind, and exerciſe the Conſtancy 
of Cortes in this Enterpriſe. 5 
THr1s ſecond Rout of their Army cauſed an 


cried out for Peace; and the Nobles were un- 
able to carry on the War. Some propoſed to 
retire to the Mountains with their Families; 
others ſaid the Spaniards were Deitics, inclining 
to pay them Obedience with Circumſtances of 
Adoration. The Senate aſſembled to e, 

Bo O 


+> 


. II. . of 3 265 
how to reſtore their Affairs: And beginning to 
gouc from their own Fear, they all confeſſed; © 
an the Force of thoſe Strangers appeared to 
e more than natural: But they were not fully 
ſuaded they were Gods, eſteeming it too 
eat a Lightneſs to conform their Opinions 
0 "he Credulity of the Vulgar ; but were ra- 
her inclin'd to believe, that they perform'd 
ſuch W onderful Actions by magical Art. And 
coning to a Reſolution, that they ought to have 
Recurle to the ſame Science. i in order toover- 
cone them, and ſo take off the Force of one En- 
chntment with another, they ſummoned their 
Magicians and Diviners for this Purpoſe, whoſe 
Deluſtons were much introduced by the Devil 
u that Country, and no leſs reverenced. The 
Opinion of the Senate was communirated to 
them, which they approv'd of with myſterious 
Confideration 3 giving them to underſtand, 
«That they knew what Doubt they had to 
© propoſe, and had beforchand ſtudied the 
Cale; telling them, That by the Obſervation 
« of their Circles, and .by their Divinations, 
they had fully diſcover d the Secret of this 
« Novelty ; and that the Whole conſiſted, in 
that the Spaniards were the Offspring of 
the Sun, produced by his own active Quality 
in the Mother-Earth of the Oriental Regions, 
© their greateſt Enchantment being the Pre- 
* ſence of their Father, whoſe warm Influence 
did communicate unto them a kind of Force 
* luperior to human Nature, and made them 
immortal; but that upon his diſappearing in 
cc the 
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the Weſt, the Influence ceaſed, and the 
tc remained diſhearten' d and wither, like the 


Herbs of the Field, reduced to the Terms of 


Mortality, like other Men; for which Con. 
ce fideration it was neceſſary to attack them b 
«© Night, and deſtroy them before the ring 
c San made them invincible.” 

TRHosE Senators very much applauded the 
oreat Knowledge of the Magicians, being fl. 
tisfy 'd that they had found out the difficult 
Point, and diſcover'd the Way toobtain Victory. 
It was contrary to the Cuſtom of this Country 
to engage by Night; but as in extraordinary 


Caſts” little Reſpect is had to Cuſtom, this im- 


portant News was ſent to Xicotencal, with 
Orders to attack the Spanzards in their Quar- 


ters on the Setting of the Sun, endeavouring WM 
to deſtroy and make an End of them before 43 


he ſhould return to the Eaſt. Accordingly 


he began to diſpoſe every Thing for the Action, 
belicving (with ſome Excuſe) the Impoſture of | ] 


the Magicians, as coming to him authorized 
by the Opinion of the Scnate. 


DvuRiNG this Interim of Time, the He. A 


niards had ſcycral Rencounters of little Con- 


ſequence. Some Troops of the Enemy ſhewed 


themſelves on the Eminences near the Quarters, 


who either fled before the Spaniards could 


engage them, or were beat off with Lofs. 
They made ſome Sallies to raiſe Contributions 


from the neighbouring Villages, where they 1 


uſed the ins well, and gained both their 


good Wills and Proviſions Cortes took ſpecial 


Care 
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Care to preſerve Diſcipline, and keep his People 
rigilant, during this Time of Reſt in their 
1arters. He always had his Centinels poſted 
it a Diſtance, his Guards mounted with. the 
moſt military Strictneſs; the Horſes ſtood 
addlcd all Night, with their Bridles upon the 
pummels; the Soldiers either watch'd, or, if 
they reſted, lay upon their Arms. An Exatt- 
nes which ſeems ſuperfluous to the Negligent, 

hut then prov'd very neceſſary ; for at the 
oming on of the Night deſtin'd for the Attack 
reſoly d on by the Tlaſcalans, the Centinels 
icover'd a Body of the Enemy marching to- 
wards their Quarters with unaccuſtom'd Slow- 
nes and Silence. Notice was given of it 
without any Noiſe; and as the Soldiers were 
ways prepar'd for ſuch Accidents, they im- 
mediately mann'd the Works, and with great 
Readineſs diſpos'd every Thing that appear'd 
neceſſary for their Defence. 

X1cCOTENCAL upon the Credit of his Ma- 
gicans came on inſenſible of Danger, thinking 
to find his Enemies without Spirit « Or Strength, 

and to end the War before the Sun ſhould 
know any thing of it ; but he brought with 
him ten thouſand Men, leſt they ſhould happen 
not to be diſpirited by the Abſence of their 
Father. The Spanzards let him draw near, 

without making any Motion ; and he gave 
Orders to attack the Quarters on three Sides; 
which the Indians executed with Speed and 
Reſolution ; but they met with ſuch a powertul 
and unlook d. for Reſiſtance, that many died in 
the 
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of making War. They helped one 80 


to be given for drawing off, and thought of 
retreating. But Herne Cortes (who had 2 
watchful Eye over all,) as ſoon as he found 


pared, with Breaft-plates full of Bells, that by 
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tho Attack, and the reſt were ſtruck with b. 


more Fear, by how much the greater had been Wl '* 
the Security with which they came. Neo. KK 
fencal was ſenſible (tho late) of the Deluſion * 
of his Sorcerers, and of the Difficulty of his Wi * 
Undertaking ; ; but his Anger and Courage ; 


would not let him conſider, and therefore he 
gave Orders for another Attack to be made 
on all Sides, and he return'd to the Aſſault, 
pouring the whole Body of his Troops upon 
our Defences. We cannot but acknowledge 
the Valour with which the Indians try d this 
Way of Fight in the Night, and againſt a For- 
tification, a Thing altogether new in their Way 


with their Shoulde rs and Arms to gainthe Wall, 
and received Wounds, which they made larger 
by their own preſſing forward; and the foremoſt 
falling, did not in the leaſt terrify thoſe who 
came behind. The Combat lafted a long 
Time, their own Diſorder endamaging them 
no lefs than our Arms; till Xicotencal being 
convinc'd that it was not poſſible for him to 
compaſs what he intended, order'd the Signal 


them flackening, and ſaw that they return d 
in Heaps from the Wall, ſent out Part of his 
Foot, and all his Horſe, which were ready pre- 


the Novelty of the Noiſe they might ſtrike the 


greater Terror: Which ſudden Affault ar the 
Indians 
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Juliuns into ſuch a Fright, that they endea- 
,oured only to eſcape, without making any 
refiſtance. They left a conſiderable Number 
of Dead in the Field, with ſome Wounded; 


which they could not carry off; and of the 


Spaniards only two or three were wounded, 
znd one Zempoalan kill'd : An Event that 
ſeem d miraculous, confideting the innume- 
| ble Multitude of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, 
yhich they found within their Intrenchments; 
nd a Victory, which for the Eaſineſs and ſmall 
pence wherewith it was gained, was cele- 
brated among the Soldiers with particular De- 
monſtrations of Joy ; though at that Time 
they were not ſenſible how much it imported 
them to have been valiant in the Night, nor 
of the Obligations they lay under to the Magi- 
cans of Tlaſcala, whoſe Folly was of Uſe in 
this Work; for it raiſed the Reputation of the 
$aniards to the higheſt Pitch, and facilitated 
Peace, which is the beſt Advantage of War. 


— 
—ͤ— 


r. XX. 


The Senate commands the General to ſuſpend 


the War: He refuſes to obey ; but on the 
contrary, deſigns to give a freſh Aſſault 
_ the Spaniſh Quarters. His Spies are 
ſcovered and puniſi d. A Treaty of Peace 
begins to be ſet on Foot. 

3 HE great Hopes which the City had 
conceived, without any pther Reaſon, 

khan that of truſting the Succeſs of their Arms 
| to 
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dulous confeſſing, that thoſe Strangers were, 


him, that they were treating for a Peace, which 


baſſadors to propoſe it, and to make the beſt 


by his Martial Employment, that he utterly. 
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to the Favour of the Night, being yani vant 
the Common People again called out for Pe 
the Nobles were dilatisfy 'd, and came. now into 
the ſame Sentiments with the Populace, though 
they made leſs Noiſe: The Senators were © 
* d and ſilent; and the fitſt Thing they 
did, was to puniſh their Magicians for theilt 
own fFolly, not ſo much becauſe Deceit in 
them was a new Thing, but becauſe they were 
aſhamed they had believed them. TWO or 
three of the chiefeſt of them were facrificea M 
in one of their Temples; the reſt were repri- | 
manded, and found themſclves obliged to he 
with leſs Liberty in that Aſſembly. 6/17 
AFTER that, the Senate met. to conſult 
about the principal Afﬀair, and all, without 
Exception, inclined to Peace; granting that 
the Judgment of Magiſcatgin had foreſeen 
What had befallen them, and the moſt Incre- 


without Doubt, the Celeſtial Men' mentioned 
in their Prophecies. The firſt Reſolution was 
to diſpatch an Expreſs immediately to Xico- 
tencal, with Orders to ſuſpend the War, and 
only keep himſelf upon his Guard; acquainting 


was already reſolved on the Part of the Senate, 
and that they would immediately name Am- 


Terms they could in Favour of the Republick. 
However, Xicotencal was fo obſtinately 
bent againſt the Spaniards, and ſo far blinded 


denied 
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tied Obedience to this Order, and anſwered, 


wir Soldiers Were the true Senate, and would 
ule Care of the Credit of their Nation, 


+ He had diſpoſed Matters ſo as to aſſault 
the Haniards a ſecond Time by Night, and 
within their Quarters; not that he made any 


ke thought it better to keep them ſhut up, 
tht they might come alive into his Hands. 
zu he intended to go upon this Undertaking 
yitta greater Force, and better Intelligence; 


cent Villages repaired to the Quarters with 
Proviſions, to exchange them for Spaniſb Baubles, 
he made uſe of this Means to facilitate his 
Enterprize; and choſe forty Soldiers in whom 
he confided, who, cloathed after the Manner 
of bealants, loaded with Fruit, Hens, and Bread 
made of Indian Corn, were to enter the Place, 
and obſerye the Nature and Strength of the 
Fortiication, and where it might be aſſaulted 
vith leaſt Difficulty. | 


Ambaſſadors from AX7zcotencal himſelf, with 
' feigned Propoſals of Peace (in which Caſe 
tie Inadvertency of our People would be more 
culpable). But whether the Pretence was this, 
orthe other, they entered within their Quarters, 
ad were among the Spaniards great Part of 
tie Morning, without any Notice being taken 
of their Stay, till a Zempoalan Soldier obſery'd, 

that 


vith Arrogance and Diſreſpect, That he aud 


fue the Fathers of the Country abandoned 


Account of the paſt Divinations, but becauſe 


ind knowing that ſome Peaſants of the ad- 


SoME ſay, that theſe Indians were ſent as 
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that they went ſlily about, obſery ng h 55 . . 
and looking over them in a eurious Many, Nie 
0 


of which he preſently gave Notice to Cir 
And as in this Kind of Suſpicions, there is n 
Sign which is trivial, or Shadow that has »; 
a Body, he order'd them to be ſeized imme 
diately ; which was eaſily executed. Brin; 
cxamin'd ſeparately, they confeſſed the Tu 
without much Reſiſtance, ſome preſſed by Tol 
ture, and others by the Fear of it; all agree 
ing that a ſecond Aſſault was to have bee 
made on the Quarters that ſame Night; fo 
which Undertaking their General was no 
upon the March with twenty thouſand Men 
and was to wait for them at a League's Diſtance; 
in order to diſpoſe his Attacks, according to 
the Account they ſhould bring him of thi 
Weakneſſes they had obſcrved in the Works. 

HERNAN CORTEs was much concern'd 
at this Accident, for he was then indiſpos'd ; 
and it coſt him more Trouble to conceal his 
Sickneſs, than to bear it: But he never kept 
his Bed, or took Care of himſelf, but when 
he had nothing elſe to take Care of. It is te- 
ported of him, (we will not paſs it by in S- 
lence) That juſt before one of the Engage- 
ments with the T /a/ca/ans, he had taken Phy- 
ſick ; and that he mounted his Horſe, made a 
\ Diſpoſition of the Battle, and engaged with- 
out finding the leaft Diſorder, or thinking on 
the Purge, the which, by that Diverſion of his 
Mind, was depriv'd of its active Quality, and 
had not the Effect until the next Day. 1 
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the Emperor Charles V. looks upon it as 
| Miracle which God wrought on him: A 
Nation which Philoſophers will diſpute, to 
ole Profeſſion it belongs to ſhew how, in 
tis Caſe, the natural Faculty may be ſo far 
uenc d by the Imagination, buſied in greater 
[atters, as to ceaſe performing its Function; 
ir how the Spirits, ,gathering about the Heart 
ind the Head, draw after them that natural 
Het which ſhould put the Medicine in Mo- 
ton, Such an Accident, however, ought not 
to be omitted by an Hiſtorian, as ſerving to 
hey how much this Commander gave him- 
{lf up to the vigilant Care of what he was 
po direct and order in the Battle: An Employ- 


Man, as great as he can be; and theſe Con- 
ferations are ſometimes permitted in Hiſtory, 
$ propoſing Examples, which animate to an 
Imitation, | 
In Deſigns of Xicotenca being now diſ- 
corerd by the Confeſſion of his Spies, Her- 


Defence of his Quarters; and immediately 
onder d on the Puniſhment thoſe Delin- 
quents de ſerv'd, being already condemned to 
Dath by the Laws of War. But he thought, 
fiat to kill them without the Knowledge of 
Enemy, would be Juſtice without Terror: 
And as he did not ſo much want to fatisfy 
limſelf, as to terrify them, he gave Orders, 
ur the moſt obſtinate of them (which were 
You, I. Sq fourteen 
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y Prudencio de Sandoval, in his Hiſtory , 
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ment which, in Truth, requires the whole 


un Cortes gave the neceſſary Orders for the 
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_niſh'd, as well at the Novelty, as at the! 


touch'd his Mind, and began to ſtagger hi 


his Obſtinacy refuſed, was now done with 


. reaſon of his Diſobedience, and the Inſolence 
by Virtue of which he commanded the Arms 


Captains not to obey him, upon Pain of be- 
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tourteen or fifteen) ſhould have | ſome the 
Hands, and the reſt their Thumbs cut off; 2 
in this Manner diſmiſſed them, bidding the 
tell Xicotencal from him, that he was n, 
waiting for him; and that he ſent them ali 
that he might not loſe the Informations the 
carry'd of his Fortifications. Sh 

TE Indian Army (that was now mac 
ing to the Enterprize) was ſtruck with Hy 
ror at this bloody SpeCtacle : They ſtood att 


gour of the Puniſhment; and NXjcotenc; 
more than all the reſt at the Diſcovery of hi 
Deſigns; this being the firſt Stroke whic 


Reſolution; for he was perſuaded that tho 
Men could not have diſcover'd his Spies, an 
penetrated his Thoughts, without the Help o 
ſome Divinity: On which Reflection he be 
gan to be troubled, and doubtful which Wa; 
he ſhould manage; but when he was no 
inclin'd to reſolve on a Retreat, he found i 
neceſſary, by another Accident; and that whic 


out his Conſent : For at this Time ſeyera 
Miniſters arriv'd from the Senate, who, bj 
their Authority, inform'd him, that he mul 
deliver up his Staff of General; for that by 
of his Anſwers, they had revoked the Power, 
of the Republick. They alſo orderd the 


ing 
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v declar d Traytors to their Country. Now 


"is News came immediately on the Back” 


:#at Confuſion which the diſmembring of 
ie Spics had cauſed in all, and in Aicoten- 
the Penetration of his Secret, no Man was 
© hold as to reply; but, on the contrary, all 
Mnitted themſelves to the Commands of 
WW: kcpublick; and the Forces, prepar d 
br carrying on the War, diſpers'd with ex- 
modinary Readineſs ; the Caziques marched 
10 their own Lands; the Tlaſcalans took the 
Roa to the City, without expecting farther 
Orders; and Xicotencal, who was now leſs 
relate, thought himſelf happy, that they had 
ten the Command out of his Hands, and 
rturnd to the City attended only by his 
Friend and Relations; where he appear'd be- 
fore the Senate, ill covering his Vexation with 
this ew of his Obedience. S Fs 
Tas Spanzards were that Night upon the 
Watch, and reſted the next Day without be- 
ng negligent 3 for they were not well aſſured 
af the Intention of the Enemy, tho' the In- 
lane that were brought under Contribution 
dimed, that the Army was broke up, and a 
iraty of Peace reſoly'd on. They continu'd 
us in Suſpenſe till the next Day in the Morn- 
ls, when the Centinels diſcover'd a Troop 
af Indians, who ſeem'd to them to come 
Vit) Burdens on their Backs along the Road 
0 Tlaſcala. Hernan Cortes orderd the 
Centinels to retire to the Place, and let them 
ay near. At the Head of this Troop came 
2 four 
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276 The Hiſtory of the Rook I 
four Perſons of Rank well adorn'd; why 
Habit and white Feathers" denoted Peace: h. 
hind them came their Servants ; and after the 
twenty or thirty Indian Tamenes loaded will 
Proviſions. From time to time they ſtopp! 
as fearful to approach, and made Signs of Ri 
ſpect and Humility towards the Quarter 
They bowed their Bodies till they touch'dt 
Earth with their Hands, and then raisd the 
ſelves, putting them to their Lips; a ReipeM 
they only ſhew'd to their Princes; and bid 
come nearer, they paid their laſt Homag 
with the Smoak of their Cenſers. Thi 
Donna Marina appear'd upon the Wall, an 
asked them in their Language, From whonllf 
and for what Purpoſe they came? They ali 
ſwer'd, From the Senate and Repuvlick of 74 
cala, and to treat of Peace. Upon whi 
they were permitted to enter. : 
HERN AN CoRTEs receiy'd them wil 
proper State and Gravity, and they repeating 
their Bows and Perfumes, deliver'd their En 
baſly, which conſiſted of ſeveral Excuſes ii 
what had paſſed, frivolous, but ſufficient"! 
the main to ſhew their Repentance. Til 
ſaid, © That the Otomies and Chontales, vali 
« barous Nations of their Confederacy, ha 
„ aſſembled their Troops, and made Wa 
« contrary to the Opinion of the Senatq; 

« whoſe Authority had not been able to 19 
ce preſs the firſt Sallies of their Fierceneſ 1 
but that they were now diſarm'd, and ta 


* Republick very deſirous of Peace * 
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Ithey dick BOP only bring with them the 


(common People, to requeſt that they would 
march preſently with all their Soldiers to 
he City, where they might ſtay as long as 
hey pleaſed with Security, and where they 


of the Sun, and Brothers of their Gods.“ 
ind thus they concluded their Diſcourſe, 
vithout being able handſomely to cover their 
Artiice in what related to the paſt, War, but 
wit ſome Shew of Sincerity in their Propo- 
ſtion of Peace. 1 

HERNAN CORTES a ſecond Time af- 
feed Severity; and reſtraining his inward 
Complacency from appearing on his Counte- 
nance, only anſwer d, That they ſhould un- 
« dertand, and tell the Senate from him, that 
*jwas no ſmall Demonſtration of his Good- 
"neſs to admit and hear them, when they 
„might juſtly fear his Indignation as Delin- 
* quents, and ought to receive Laws, as van- 
quid: That the Peace they propoſed was 
* agreeable to his Inclination; but that they 


War to obtain it eaſily, or ſuddenly : That 
le would ſee how they perſevered in de- 
© iring it, and what they did to deſerve it: 
And in the mean Time, he would endea- 
our to appeaſe the Anger of his Captains, 
ud ſooth the Juſtice of his Arms; ſuſpend- 
"1g the Puniſhment with an up-lifted Arm, 


17 make 


wok 11. Conqueſt of Mexico. 277 


voice of the Senate, but of the Nobles and 


Would be ſerved and reſpected as Children 


* ſought it after too unjuſt and obſtinate a 


Etat they might, with their Amendment, 
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e make uſe of what Time there was betwer 


turn doubtful of the Succeſs of their Negi 


3 T 35 | Hiſtory if the 


2 Mn book 
- {ma 

cc the Threat and the Blow. E 
CoRr Es anſwer'd them in this Manner t 
gain ſome Time to recover of his lndif 0 
tion, and to inquire better into the Ginn 
of their Propoſal : For which End he though 
it neceſſary, that thoſe Meſſengers ſhould te 


ation, leſt the Senate ſhould grow proud a 
backward, by finding him very eaſy, or de 
ſirous of the Peace; for in this ſort of Aﬀain 
that which ſeems the fartheſt Way about, 1 
often the ſhorteſt Cut; and Difficulties we A 
managed, are better than Expedition. | 


* 3 * "we. * * * r "wr N 


CHAP. XXI. 


New Ambaſſadors come from Mot otezuma 7 


the Spaniſh Quarters, to obſtruci the Pear 
with Tlaſcala. The Senate perſeveres in 
deſiring it ; and Xicotencal Takes upon him 


elf the N. Cotlation. 
/ : HE Fame of the Spaniards increasd 


o wo ad ab 


with theſe Victories; and Motezuml 
who had frequent Accounts of what paſſed ini 
Tlaſcala, by the Obſervation of his Miniſters 
and the Diligence of his Couriers, began tc 
be more apprehenſive of his Danger, when he 
ſaw that wariike Nation, which "had ſo often 
reliſted his Armies, ſubdu d and vanquiſi d 94 


bens. i aha . OS FF" 
LT 95 * 4. 
4 L TE : 4 b, * * 
l * 


ole Strangers; and feared, that when once 
ke Daſcalans were reduc'd to their Obedi- 
ure, they might make uſe of their Rebel- 


litters, to the Damage of his Empire. But 


ny Perplexities and Suſpicions, he did not 
vethink himſelf of his Power, or of forming 
n Army for his Defence and Security; on 
the contrary, without attempting to aſſemble 
his beople, or daring to declare War, (as if 
vit held by ſome ſuperior Genius, that over- 
ned his Spirit) he made uſe of political Arts, 
and vas fuctuating among gentle Means. At 
tis Iime he had in view to prevent the Union 
of the Spanzards and Tlaſcalans: and he did 
lot think amiſs; for where there wants Reſo- 
luion, Prudence is wont to be very watchful 
anddiligent. To this end, he reſolv'd to ſend 
1 ney Embaſſy and Preſent to Cortes. The 
Pretence was to congratulate him upon the 
good Succeſs of his Arms, and his afliſting 
_ Thaſcalans ; but the principal End was, to 
lire, with new Inſtances, that he would not 


lim greater Difficulties, which oblig'd him 
not to grant Permiſſion. The Ambaſſadors 
hal ſecret Inſtructions to look into the State 
of the 7. laſcalan War, and endeavour (in caſe 
face was a Talk of Peace, and the Spaniards 

14 teem'd 
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mall a Number of Men. He greatly ad- 
red the Actions which were reported of 


Win, and of their Arms, and aim at greater 


is very remarkable, that in the Midſt of ſo 


him to chaſtiſe the Inſolence of his Enemies 


ink of coming to his Court, laying before 
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| ſeem d inclinable to it) to Pa and obſiry 


tion, till they had given him an Account, ant 


they ſhould have conceal'd, by asking Queſti- 


N 
75 2 ** k, 0 . 


the Concluſion, without diſcovering the 
Prince's Concern, or quitting their Negoti 


waited his Orders. 
Five Mexicans of the greateſſ Rank among 
the Nobility came with this Embaſſy ; anda 
velling with ſome Circumſpection on the bor 
ders of 7. laſcala, arriv'd at the Quarters a li 
tle aftcr the Miniſters of the Republick wet 
departed. Hernan Cortes receivd them wit 


great Kindneſs and Courteſy ; for ons Wi 
Silence had given him ſome Uneaſineſs. H M 
heard the Embaſly graciouſly, and receiy d the ; Wl 
Preſent with Thanks (being worth about ll '' 
thouſand Pieces of Eight, in ſeveral Pieces of * 
light Gold, beſides other Curioſities of Fe 
thers and Cotton); but did not give them h 
Anſwer at that Time, becauſe he was deſirous * 


they ſhould, before their Departure, ſec the 
Tlaſcalans reduced, and deſiring Peace; nei. 
ther did they ſolicit to be diſpatch'd, becauſe 
they alſo deſired to ſtay there. But it was 
not long cre they diſcover d the whole Se- 
cret of their Inſtructions ; for they told what 


ons with little Diſcretion ; and in a ſhort Time 
all Motezuma's Fear was known, as allo of i 
what Importance the Peace of 7. laſcals was, W 
in order to bring him to Reaſon. = 

THE Republick, in the mean time, defiring 
to convince the Spaniards of their Sincerity, 


ſent Orders to the neighbouring Villages to 
furyilh 
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uniſh the Quarters with Proviſſons, com- 
nanding them not to receive any Price for 
nem; which was punctually executed, and 
te Army had Plenty of all Things, the Pea- 
ins not daring to receive the leaſt Return. 
rTro Days after they diſcover'd on the Road 
dat led to the City a conſiderable Troop of 
ſydizns, who drew near with the Enſigns of 
Pexce, of which Cortes being adviſed, gave 
Orkers to admit them; and in order to re- 
ic them, mingled among his own Atten- 
dans, the Mexican Ambaſſadors, making a 
Mater of Confidence of That, which in Rea- 


lu he was very unwilling they ſhould be ig- 


nant of. The Chief of theſe Tlaſcalans 
ws X;rofencal himſelf, who undertook the 
Curge of treating and concluding this great 


Air; whether to fatisfy the Senate, by 


toning with this Action for his paſt Rebellion, 
or that he was perſuaded Peace was neceſſary, 
and bcing ambitious of Glory, did not care 
that the Good of the Republick ſhould be 
owing to another. He was attended by fifty 
Gentlemen of his Party and Parentage, well- 
drelled after their Manner. He was of more 


_ than a middle Stature, well-made, rather luſty 


than corpulent : His Habit was a white Man- 
tle, put on after a handſome Manner, with 


one Jewels in their proper Places: His Face 


vas of no agreeable Proportion, but yet ſuch 
v infuſed Reſpect, and more obſervable for its 


Loldneſs than Deformity. He came before 
Cntes with the free Air of a Soldier; and 


having 
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382 The Hiſtory of the Rook of 
having paid his Reſpects, took his Seat, told 
who he was, and began his Speech: « (4, 


* ing by this Submiſſion and Acknoyleds 
* ment, to obtain Pardon for his Republik! 


< pet from thoſe who, being brave, ſub. 
< neſs) that the Inhabitants might be well uſed, 


and Freedom of Xicotencal, that he could not 
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feſſing that he was wholly to blame for tua 
* paſt War, believing that the Spaniards were 
« Fayourers of Motezuma, whoſe Name he 
« abhorr'd; but that now, as the firſt Wine 
c of their gallant Actions, he came with the 
« Merit of a Perſon ſubmitting, to put hin. 
« ſelf into the Hands of his Conqueror; hope. 


N 


« whoſe Name, Power, and Authority he had, 
* not to propoſe, but with all Submiſſion, to 
* requeſt Peace, and to accept it upon his own 
« Terms: That he asked it once, and twice, 
« and thrice, in the Name of the Senate, No- 
te bles, and Commons of Tlaſcala, entreatins M 
cc him with all Earneſtneſs to honour the City 
« immediately with his Preſence, where he M 
ce ſhonld find Quarters provided for all his Men, 
<« and all the Reſpect and Service he could ex- 


, mad 


« mitted to entreat and obey : But he would 
c only pray him, (and that not as a Condition WI 
© of the Peace, but as an Act of his own Good- | 


ce and their Gods and Wives protected from 
«© military Liberty. 
CoRTES was ſo pleaſed with the Diſcourſe 


forbear ſhewing it in his Countenance to thoſe 
who ſtood by; ſuffering himſelf to be carried 


away by the Reſpect duc ro valiant Men; = 3 
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order d Donna Marina to tell him ſo, that 
e might not think it was the Propoſal with 
ich he was ſo much pleaſed ; and then, re- 


ut ſome Vehemence, “ how little Reaſon his 
Republic had to make ſuch an unjuſt War, 
«or he to ſupport ſuch a Piece of Injuſtice 


nlarg'd as far as was neceſſary, without being 
tedious, and after having exaggerated the 
Cine, to enhance the Value of the Pardon, 
he concluded, © granting the Peace they de- 
« {red, and promiſing that no Violence or 
« fxtortion ſhould be committed by the Army 
ein their March.“ To which he added, 
mat when he went to their City, he would 
ane them Notice of it in Time, that they 
might make the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for his 
Entry and Quarters. £ 

TIcoTEN CAL was much concern'd at this 
Delay, looking on it as a Pretence for the bet- 
ter examining into the Sincerity of the Treaty: 
And turning his Eyes upon the Audience, 
lou have Reaſon, (ſaid he) Great Teules, (fo 


Kcerity with your Diſtruſt: But if it be not 
ſuffcient to gain your Belief, when the 
aby me, I, who am the Captain- General of 
their Armies, and theſe Gentlemen of my 
KRetinue, who are the principal Nobles, and 
" greateſt Captains of my Nation, will remain 
Hoſtages for your Security, and continue 
1 —_ cc in 
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ming his Gravity, laid before him, not with- 


« vith ſo much Obſtinacy.” Upon which he 


they call'd their Gods) to chaſtiſe our Sin- 


" whole Republick of Tlaſcala ſpeaks to you 
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That he would no longer delay the return- 


_ Eaſineſs with which the Spanzards ſuffer d 


* * 82 * 2 r uri R * Pg." : "> PET WS - Wo It 2% 
4 18222 WS A - Y * 7 e VE . 18 3 6 a 
* r LT 3 9 . . 1 l 2 r * 
2 9 * * * a IR, = *W IS AB 3 * 27 o - a N N N 7 N e N ＋ ci? "AI "IM 
* . * N . R N * A : oy y 13 ee 1 ent A = 7 p ** Nr "IR 
35 N bc; ef br”, — + <a 
. 9 : 
5 by 2 f = Py 


*% 


* in your Power, or be impriſon'd'during ty 
whole Time you ſhall ſtay in our Cj 

Hernan Cortes. was much fatisfy'd with th. 
Offer: But as he always deſired to appexr ft 
perior, he anſwer d, That there was no 0: 
* caſion for ſuch an Argument to convince 2 
* him, that they deſired that which was 6; 
% much for their Intereſt ; nor did his Men 
ce ſtand in nccd of Hoſtages to enter their Cin 
« in Security, and maintain themſelves then 
* without Fear, as they had already maintain d 
* themſelves in the midſt of their Armies; 
but that the Peace remain'd firm, and ſecurd 
* in his Word; and he would march as ſoon 
« as he could diſpoſe Matters for it.” With 
this he broke up the Conference, and waited 
upon them as far as the Gate of his Quarters, 
where he again embrac'd Xicotencal; and 
giving him his Hand, told him at parting, 


* ing of his Viſit, than only the ſhort Time 
te that was neceſſary to diſpatch the Amballa-W 
* dors of Moteguma. Which Words gare 
ſufficient Life to the Negotiation, tho they 
icem'd to drop by chance. 

HE then ſtay'd with the Mexzcans ; and 
they made a Jeſt of the Peace, and of thoſe 
who propos d it, proceeding ſo far as to blame 
(and not without a diſpleaſing Liberty) the | 


themſelves to be perſuaded; and turning to 
Cortes, they told him, as by way of Inſtructi- W 
on, © That they much wonder'd ſo * 29 

| | « Man : 
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ook II. Conquoſt of Mexico. 285 
Man ſhould not have found out the Tlaß 
74/ans 3 a barbarous People, who ſupported 
« themſelves more by their Deceits than their 
«K Forces : That he ſhould look well to what 
he was doing; for that they only endea- 
«rour'd to bring him into a careleſs Security, 
« that by the Help of that Advantage, they 
night deftroy both him and his Men ;” but 
when they ſaw that he ſtood fixed to his Word, 
dedaring that he could not refuſe Peace to 
tem that deſired it, nor forget the chief Aim 
ad Intention of his Arms, they ſtood for 
ſome Time thoughtful; the Reſult of which 
ys to deſire him, (their Perſuaſion being now 
tuned to a Requeſt) that he would delay his 
Much to T Jaſcala for fix Days, in which Time 
thetwo Chiefeſt of their Number ſhould go 
aud inform their Prince of what had paſſed, 
and the reſt would ſtay there to expect his Re- 
ſolution. To this Hernan Cortes conſented; 
for he did not think it proper to break through 
the Reſpect due to Moteguma, but rather to 
| Wait the Succeſs of this Expedition, which 
might poſſibly remove thoſe Difficulties he 
made of ſuffering himſelf to be ſeen. And 
tus he made his Advantage of the Inclinations 
he found in the T /a/calans and Mexicans, and 
icighten'd the Importance of the Peace, cauſe- 
ung it to be deſir d by ſome, and fear d by others. 


The END of the SECOND Book. 
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MEXICO, or NEW Spaiy, 
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BOOK III. 


Ci 1 


An Account of the Voyage of thaſe ſent by 
Cortes into Spain; with the 2 
and Impediments that retarded their Dif 
patches. 35 


T is now reaſonable that we return to the 
Captains Alonſo Hernandez Porto Car- 
rero and Franciſco de Montejo, who ſaild 

from Fera Crus with the Preſent, and Letters 
for the King; the firſt Account, and the firſt 
Tribute of New Spain. They had a proſperous 
Voyage, tho' they might have run a Riſque by 
not complying literally with their Orders; the 


Interpretation of which very often ruins ARS, 
an 
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d rarcly hits with the Intention of the Su- 
rior, Franciſco de Montejs had a certain 
um allotted for his Share in the Ifland of 
(lla, near the Havana; and when they came 
n Sight of Cape SF. Anton, he propoſed to 
i; Companion, and the Pilot Fuan de Ala- 
1s, to put in there, and furniſh themſelves 
vith ſome Proviſions, to help them out in their 
Vojage : For this Dwelling being ſo far from 
he City of St. Jago, where Diego Velaſquez 
reſled, they ſhould deviate but little from the 
oubtance of the Order Cortes had given them, 
to keep at a Diſtance from Diego Velaſquess 
Grerament. He obtain'd his Deſire, and en- 
ſoyd the Satisfaction of ſeeing his Home; but 
m the Riſque of loſing not only the Veſſel, 
but ſo the Preſent, and the whole Buſineſs 
with which he was intruſted : For Diego Ve- 
laue, whom his Jealouſy of Cortes kept 
continually watchful, had diſtributed Spies 
among all the Habitations on the Coaſt, to give 
him an Account of whatſoever happen'd, ſu- 
(petting that Cortes would ſend ſome of his 
Ships to the Ifland of Sr. Domingo, to give an 
Account of his Diſcovery, and ask Succour 
of the Religious Governors; which Applica- 
ton he was deſirous to prevent and obſtruct. 
b7this Means he was preſently acquainted with 
Vat paſſed in the Dwelling of Montejo; and 
nz very few Hours diſpatched away two light 
ders; well mann'd and furniſh'd with Artil- 
len, with Orders to take that Ship of Cortes 
r al Riſques. This was put in Execution 
with 
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ook ] 
with ſo much Diligence, that the Pilot 4 
minos had Occaſion for all his Skill, and vv 
Fortune, to avoid the Danger which hazarg, 
all the Advances made in New Spain. 
BERNAL DIAZ DEL CAST ILTLO RHI 
with very little Reaſon on the Reputation of 
Franciſco de Montejo (worthy of better Tul 
ment, both on Account of his Quality a 
Courage). He charges him with betraying ti 
Truſt which Cortes had repoſed in him; auf 
ſays, he went aſhore to his Houſe, with a Def 
ſign to ſet aſide the Voyage, by giving Dig 
Velaſqueꝝ an Opportunity of ſeizing the Ship 
that he writ him a Letter of Advice, and ſenf 
it by a Sailor, who ſwam aſhore ; and otheeif 
Circumſtances without Foundation; in which 
he afterwards contradicts himſelf, by mention 
ing particularly with what Reſolution and 
Activeneſs Franciſco de Montejo opposd th 
Agents and Favourers of Diego Velaſquez al 
the Court; but writes alſo, that the Envoys ol 
Cortes did not find the Emperor in Hain; 
and affirms ſeveral other Matters, by which 
tis eaſily perceivd with what Facility he gave 
Ear to every Thing: And tis neceſſary to read 
his Works with Caution, where he has not WM 
been inform'd by his own Eyes. In fine, they WM 
continu'd their Courſe by the Channel of Ba-. 
hama; Anton de Alaminos being the firſt Pi- 
lot who threw himſelf into the Danger of 
thoſe Currents ; and at that Time there Was 
Occaſion for all the Violence with which the 


Waters precipitate themſelves between ne 
| ; Lucuian 
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wok III. Congueſt of Mexico: 289 
Taraian Iſlands and Florida, to paſs quickly 
v the open Sea, and fruſtrate the Deſigns of 
fix Weather favour'd them; and they ar- 
d at Sevil in October, in an unlucky Con- 
nfture; for there they found the Chaplain 
Wit Martin, who came to the Court (as 
ec have ſaid) to ſolicit the Intereſt of Diego 
auer, to whom he had ſent his Commiſ- 
fon of the King's Lieutenant, and was wait- 
ig br a Veſſel to return to Cuba. This Ac- 
cident very much ſurpriz d him, and being al- 
rad introduc'd and known, he made uſe of 
ths Advantage, complaining of Hernan Cor- 
tz, and thoſe who came in his Name, before 
the Miniſters of the Contratation (as they now 
alli) of the Indies, that is, the Directors of 
the Trade, declaring, © That the Ship belong d 
to his Maſter Diego Velaſquez, together 
with all that was in her, as coming from 
Wl © thoſe Countries which he was commiſſion'd 
vo conquer: That the landing on the Pro- 
* jinces upon the Continent was done by 
Stealth, and without Authority; Cortes and 
" thoſe with him, having made uſe of that 
" Feet which Diego Velaſquez had equipped 
"for the ſame Enterprize : That the Captains 
* Porto Carrero and Montejo ought to be ſe- 
"Ktely puniſhed, or at leaſt the Veſſel, with 
er Cargo, ought to be ſeiz'd, till ſuch Time 
"they prov'd their Right, and the Autho- 
i of their Commiſſion.” Diego Velaſe 
{tz had many Friends in Sevi; for he was 
Jol. 1. U liberal 
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290 The Hiftory of tbe Ru yy 
liberal in his Preſents; and this is the: & 
thing as to have Juſtice on ones Se w 
in doubtful Caſes, where the Judgment om 
monly follows the Inclination. The Chu 
lains Charge was admitted, and the cle | 
ſeiz d, the Envoys of Cortes being | 
(as a conſiderable Grace) to bean dene 

Wirz this Permiſſion the two 
and the Pilot Alaminos, departed Pon 5 
lona, believing they ſhould find the Court; 
that City; but they came juſt as the King w 
gone to Corunna, whither he had "rote 
the Eſtates of Caſtile, and where he had: pre 
par d his Navy to paſs over into Flanders, hae 
ing now been ſome Time preſs d by the Gt 
mans to accept of the Imperial Crowu. The 

did not think fit to follow: the Coutt, to apoi 
being obliged to diſcourſe, in haſte on a Mat 
ter of ſuch Importance, which in the Hur 
of the Journey, would make little Impreſſio £ 
by its ſurprizing Novelty, and not be dul 
conſider d. Upon which Reflection they tool 
the Road of Medellin, with a Deſign: t0:yill 
Martin Cortes, and try if they could perkuad 
him to go with them to the Preſence of th 
King, and authorize by his grey. Hairs the In 
ſtances of his Son. They were receiyd bl 
that venerable old Man with all the Tender 
neſs they could expect from a troubled and diſſij 
conſolate Father, who had already bewaild th 
Death of a Son, in whom now he found, to 


d 5 with the News of his e as yr | 
Amir 
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"_ in his Ae, as ” celebrate *. his 
ne. 80 
5 determin' 4 to go praſenely. with enn! 
nd being inform d that the Emperor (for ſo 
e ſhall call him now) would make ſome Stay 
i Tirdeſillas to take Leave of his Mother, the 
Queen Donna Juana, and diſpatch ſome Af. 
kirs relating to his- Journey, they there at- 
wa his Coming, and had their firſt Audi: 
ene, being favour'd by an opportune Acci- 
be for the Miniſters at S vil not daring to 
dan, by way of Embargo, what came on 
«yunt of the Emperor, it happen d that Cor: 
us Preſent, and the Indians of the new 
Conqueſt, arriv'd at the ſame. Fime. This oc- 
alon'd the ſurprizing things which they re- 
lied to be the better heard; "op thoſe Cutioh. 
tie of Gold, valuable for the Art, as well as 
Mater, the curious fine Works of Feathers 
ad Cotton, and thoſe rational Creatures of 
ach extraordinary Phyſiognomy, that they 
looked like Men of another Species, were to 
may other Teſtimonies to make their Won- 
detful Account believ d. a 
Iuꝝ Emperor heard them very aractouſly' ; 
mithe firſt Motion of his Royal Mind was to 
un to God, and give him humble Thanks, 
tat new Kingdoms were diſcover'd in' his 
lime, where he might introduce his holy 
Nane, and ſpread the Goſpel. He had feye- 
rl Confeten with them, and inform'd him- 
{elf very carefully of the Affairs of that new 
World, of the Dominions and Forces of Mo- 
U 2 teguma, 


tezuma, and of the Quality hf a Eaſley d 
Cortes. He asked the Pilot Alaminos ſom 

eſtions concerning the Navigation, and or 
der'd the Indians ſhould be carried to Sy 
that they might pteſetve their Healths betty 
in'a mote temperate Climate; and by wh 
could be gather'd at that Time of his pe 
Diſpoſition to encourage that Undertaking, 
Reſolves would have been ſhort and favourable 
if he had not been taken up with other Al 1 
fairs of the utmoſt Importance. j 

Tarr came Letters every Day from the Ci 
ries, with Propoſitions little reſpectful. C 
2 complained that her Cortes were oblig 
to aſſemble in Galicia ; the Kingdom vas jea i 
lous of the King's Regard for the Empire ff 
their Profeſſions of Obedience were mixed 
with Proteſtations ; and, in ſhort, by little aa 
little, the Seed of Rebellion began to tak 


Root among the People. They all loved th x 
King, and all loft their Neſpect: They wer 1 
troubled at his Abſence, and lamented fi, 
Want of him; and this natural Love, con: 


verted into Paſſion, or not well govern'd, in WM 
ſhort Time threaten d the Loſs of his Domi I 


nion. The Emperor reſoly'd to haſten hi .. 
Journey, that he might be at à Diſtance tron |. 
their Complaints; and he put it in Execution , 
accordingly, believing he ſhould return'in d 
ſhort Time, and then, without much Difficulty c: 
correct thoſe ill Humours he left in Motion RR 
The Succeſs was anſwerable to his Expetta þ+ 


tions: but tho' we conſider the high — Js, 


which 
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Neceſlity. 


Aan and the Aſſembly of Prelates and Mi- 


nnent, during the Abſence of the Em- 
pero with Orders, that after a Hearing be- 
fe the Council of the Indies, they ſhould 


15 Preſident of this Council (which was 
umd ſome few Days before) was Juan Ro- 
lues de 1 Biſhop of Burgos, aſſiſted 
by Hernando de Vega Lord of Grajal, Don 
Fraciſco Zapata, Don Antonio de Padilla 
the Royal Council, and Pedro de Martir 
fAngleria, Protonotary of Aragon. The Pre- 
kent was very well skill'd in the Affairs of 
le Indies, of which he had had the Manage- 
nent a long while, and all gave Way to his 
Autority and Experience. He openly fa- 
ord Diego Velaſquez, either for that the 
Ciplain's Reaſons weighed with him, or elſe 
for the good Opinion he had of the Governor. 
nd Dias del Caſtillo relates the Cauſe of 
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lich oblig d him to take that Voyage, we 
annot but acknowledge, he ran a very great 
woe, And, in Truth, he confiders bur lit-* 
le his Health, who runs into Exceſſes, upon a 
wppoſirion that he ſhall find Remedies in Time 


box Account of theſe Diſturbances, the 
demand of Cortes was referred to Cardinal 


niſrs, who were of his Council in the Go- 


ue Medium with Regard to the Pretenſions 
o Diego Velaſquez, and encourage the Diſ- 
ax and ſpiritual Conqueſt of that Country, 
wiknow was known by the Name of New 
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EE EY | E” 
this Partialiry _—_ a ob ide | By 
as he only ſays what he heard, tis likely ther 
is little or nothing in it. That which cang 
be denicd is, that. the Cauſe. of Cortes ſuffer 
much by what he urged. againſt him, gin 
an ill Name to his Conqueſt, and treating 
as a Crime of evil Conſequence: He epd 
ſented, that Diego Velaſquez, by Virtue I 
the Title given him by the Emperor, Was Chi 
of the Undertaking, and In Juſtice, of t 
Means by which it was proſecuted : He urg 
the little Reliance there was on a Man in Re 
bellion againſt his own Superior, and ho! i 
much ſach Princip es of Scdition ought to H 
fear d in Provinces ſo remote: He proteſt ff - 
the Damages which might enſue: And, =_ | 
fine, preſs d his Remonſtrances with ſo mud 
Vigour, that he put both the Cardinal, 
thoſe of the Aſſembly to a Stand. They w we 
very ſenſible, that he appear d over zealous Wi 
the Cauſe ot. Velaſſucxʒ yet they would nil 
preſume to determine ſo important a Poil 
againſt fo able a Miniſter ; nor did they nou 
it convenient to give Cortes Occaſion of DAM 

content, when he was ſo employed, and we 
they were in Truth oblig-to, him for t 
greateſt Diſcovery that had | been made. The 1 
Doubts and Oppoſitions ſo. retarded their & 
ſolution, that the Emperor return d from 
Journey, and other Agents arriv d from Ce 41 
tes, before they came to any Determinatid : 
upon his Pretenſions. All that Martin Cort 


—_ .- and his Friends could obtain, Was, _— F 
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ace of ſome Part of the Treaffite for their . 
Fxpences, out of thoſe E feats which were = 
tid at Sewvil 5 with which moderate Supply Wh. 
key were two Years in the Court, following 11 
t Councils, like unregarded Pretenders; the _ 
tereſt of the Monatchy at that Time being __—_ 
made a private Affair, contrary to the many 
nſknces, where private Intereſt is made that 
of the Publick. BE | 


1 


=. 
F; 4 


CHAP. H. 
luezuma endeavours to break the Peace of 
Tlaſcala. The People of that Republick 
antinus their Inflances. Hernan Cortes 
jrſues his March, and makes his Entry 
mo that City. UV 


Pal 


URING the ſix Days that Hernan Cor- 

tes continued in his Quarters to comply 
vn the Mexzcans,. it was known by freſh 
Hperience, with What Earneſtneſs the People 
of Laſcala deſif d Peace; and how jealous 
"tle were of the diligent Negotiations of Mo- 
Kuna. The Ambaſſadors, which were ex- 
ſeted, came within the prefix d Time, and 
we receiv d with the uſual Civility. There 
ane ſix Gentlemen of the Royal Family, with 
very ſplendid Attendance, and another Pre- 
at like the former, but ſomething greater in 
haue. One of them ſpoke, and (not with- 

| U 4 out 
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out ee Words, and Exapgeraons 
before him, © How much the ſupreme Empen 
& (and at the mentioning of his Nie © th 
ce all humbled themſelves very low). "Ucfired! 
be a Friend and Confederate of the Gre 
Prince, whom the Spaniards obcy'd; who 
* Majeſty appear'd with ſo great a Lyſte j 
ee the Valour of his Subjects, that he fon 
< himſelf inclin'd to pay a yearly Tribute, 
< viding with him thoſe Riches with wa 
© he aboundcd ; for that he held him in gr 
« Veneration, conſidering him as the Ol 
< ſpring of the Sun, or, at leaſt, Lord of a 
< thoſe moſt happy Regions: where Light Wl 
ce firſt produced. But that two Condition 
cc were neceſſarily previous to this Agtecmeni 
« Firſt, that Hernan Cortes and his Peoplif 
« ſhould make no League with thoſe of Tia J 
ee gala; for that it would by no Means bull 
E right, after being ſo much obliged by t 
cc Gifts of Motezuma, to take part with hi 
ce Enemies ; ; and, ſecondly, that they ſhoull 
te lay aſide all Thoughts of marching rf 
cc Mexico, a Deſign which was neither polifi 


< ſible nor reaſonable; for that by the Law t 
< of the Empire, the King could not ſufff v! 
< fer himſelf to be ſeen by Strangers, nol by 
“ would his Subjects permit it: That chef vi 
« ſhould ſeriouſly conſider the Danger 
« of both 'thoſe raſh. Undertakings fol » 


c that the Tlaſcalans were ſo inclined td 
„ Treachery and Robbety, that they would v 
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nd to ſeize that Gold, wherewith the Em- 
peror had enriched them; And that the 
Mexicans Were 10 zcalous for their Laws, 
nd ſo ſtubborn a People, that his Authority 
would not be ſufficient to reſtrain them; 
nor could the Spaniards have juſt Reaſon 
0 complain of what they ſhould ſuffer, 
nter they had been ſo often admoniſhed 
a the Danger.” Thus did the Mexican 
deer himſelf 3 and all the Embaſſies and 
Cars of Motezuma tended to hinder the 
mar ds from coming nearer. 
prüges which had happened, he look'd upon 
them with Horror; and feigning Obedience 
pls Gods, made that a Point of Religion 
which Was only his Faintheartedneſs. Cortes 
ttt Time ſuſpended his Anſwer and only 
(ad, * 'Twas but reaſonable they ſhould reſt 
ter their Journey, and that he would diſ- 
nch them yery ſoon.” He deſired they 
fold be Witneſſes of the Peace of Tlaſcala; 
ad likewiſe thought it of Importance to de- 
tin them, leſt Motezuma ſhould be inraged 
x the Account of his Reſolution, and begin 
toput himſelf upon his Guard; for he — 
hoy unprovided he was at that Time, and 
vin what Facility he could form his Armies. 

| Txrss Embaſſies, to which the Tlaſcalans 
atibuted the Delay of Cortes, gave them ſo 
nuch Uneaſineſs, that the Government came 
to 3 Reſolution (as the laſt Proof of their 
Akition to go to his Quarters in the Form 
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298 de Bool 
of a Senate, in order to conduct him 40 # 
City, determining not to return till they 
convinced him of the Sincerity of their Tia 
and broke off the Negotiations" of the I, 
cans. The Appearance was ſolemn and nun 
rous, with Ornaments and Feathers of a Col 
denoting Peace. The Senators were bray 
in Chairs upon the Shoulders of inferior 0 
cers; and in the moſt honourable Rank J 


Eiſtat zin, (who always favoured the H 


erds) and the Father of Xicotencal 1 ve 


| rable old Man, who had loft his Sight WI 


Age, but without any Detriment to his U 
derſtanding; for he ſtill preſerved the C 
racter of a wife Man among the Counſelloif 
A little before they came to the Houſe whe 
Cortes expected them, they alighted; and ti 
blind Man advancing foremoſt, deſired tho 
who led him to bring him near the Captal 
of the Eaſtern People. He embrac'd him wil 
extraordinary Satisfaction; then touched ſevilſf 


ral Parts of him, as if he were deſirous 
know him, and ſupply with his Hands t 


Defect of his Sight. They all ſeated the | 


ſelves, and at the Requeſt of Magi/earzin, ti 


blind Man ſpoke after this Manner: 3K 
% Now, valiant Captain, (whether you i 
of mortal Race, or not) you hold in yo 


Power the Senate of Tlaſcala, the utmoi 


* Proof of our Submiſſion. We come no 
< to excuſe the Errors of our Nation, but ti; 
take them upon ourſelves, depending upol 
* ur own Sincerity for your Forgivencl F 


| * 
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We were the Men who reſolved upon the = 
War; apt we arc likewiſe the Men who —_ 
ure determined Peace: The firſt was haſty, 1 
nd the ſecond flow; but Reſolutions well 
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he Contrary, it requires Pains. to efface 


alty; and I can aſſure you, that the very 
Delay hath given us a greater Knowledge 
your Valour, and laid a deeper Founda- 
on of our Conſtancy. We are not igno- 
«nt, that Moteguma endeavours to diſ- 
* (ade you from our Confederacy : Hearken 
h him as you would to our Enemy, if you 
«pill not conſider him as a Tyrant, as 
rely he ſhould appear, ſince he perſuades 
„eu to act unjuſtly, We do not deſire 
ur Aſliſtance againſt him, for provided 
ou are not on his Side, our own Forces 
" ac ſufficient 5 and we ſhall only be ſorry 
that you truſt your Security to his Offers, 
*hecauſe we are acquainted with his Artifices 
© and Subtilties. Here in my Blindneſs ſome 
* Lights offer themſelves, which diſcover to 
*me your Danger at a Diſtance. Perhaps 
*Tlaſcala ſhall be famous in the World for 


ele Defence of your Cauſe ; but let us leave = 


our being undeceived to Time, it needs 
no Prophecy to explain what may be ſo ea- 
ly gathered from his Tyranny, and Tour 

* Fidelity. You have already offered us Peace; 

if Motezuma does not hinder you, what 

bit that docs? Why do you deny our car- 

"- | === 
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onſddered are not uſually the worſt: On = 
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that which hath been impreſſed with Diffi- Ss | 
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« 1 Will and Confidence ot put : 
< Liberty into your Hands; therefore chu 
*- which of the two is the moſt grateful. 
ti to ourſclves there is no Medium betye, 
the two Fortunes, of being either 0 
c Friends, or your Priſoners.” | 

Thus did the venerable old Man” only 
his Speech, that there might not be wanti 
an Appius Claudius in this Council, like if 
the Other, who made an Oration' in the +3 
nate againſt the Epirotes; and it muſt be con 
feſſed, "that tlie T aſcalans were Men of morlfi 
than ordinary Reaſon, as has appeared if 
their Government, Actions, and Diſcourſes 
Some Writers, ill affected to the Spaniſh Nalf 
tion, treat the Indians as Brutes incapable oi 
Reafon, thereby to leſſen the Glory of th 
Conqueſt. It is true, they admired wit 
Simplicity at the Sight of Men of anothell 
Kind, Colour, and Habit; they beheld 4 
Beard as a Thing monſtrous, (Nature having 
denied it them); "they g gave Gold for Glaſs; 0 : 
believ'd Fire-Arms to be Lightning, and Horſes 
to be wild Beaſts: But all was the Effect off 

Novelty, which does not leſſen the Under- 
ſtanding; for tho Admiration ſuppoſes Igno- Wl 

rance, it docs not ſuppoſe Incapacity; Nor can 


that properly be called Ignorance which pro- 1 
ceeds from à Want of due Information. God 


made them rational; and notwithſtanding he f 
permitted 


5 ; i Nature, | £4 | 
tion of their Species, and the Perfection 


Wii own Work. But let us return to our 
ration, leſt we ſhould do Honour to the 
junny, by being too long upon the Defence. 
conrEs could not reſiſt this Demonſtra- 
aof the Senate's good Will; nor did he 
or hope for any Thing more, the Time 

rd to the Mexicans | being paſs d: He 
berfore anſwered the Senators with much 
het, and made them ſome Preſents, de- 
frng by thoſe to confirm to them the Satiſ- 
Kon he teceived, and the Confidence he 
tit them. It was neceſſary to uſe ſome 
W {chlutian and Authority to perſuade them 
W to turn; which at length he effected, after 
hing given his Word to remove his Quar- 
tes to the City immediately, without any 
note Delay than was neceſſary to aſſemble 
ome People of the neighbouring Villages, 
bconduct his Artillery and Baggage. They 
wok his Word, making him repeat it to them, 
Ire out of Affection than Suſpicion, and fo 
rum d well ſatisfy'd, taking upon themſelves 
te Care of ſending Cortes a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Indians of Burden; and ſcarce had 
tie Sun begun to ſhine the next Morning, 
ken the Spanzards found five hundred Ta- 
Mes at their Quarters, ſo officious to ſerve, 
tht they diſputed about their Burdens, and 


made Pretenſions to their own Labour. 
PREPA- 
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302 The > Hiſtory: of the" mono" 
en Were Itritnediatel, 
in A Body: with the Artillery, and 1 W ir t 
Thaſeals,. with all the good: Order, — 1 
and Care uſually obſerved in this little Ai th 
to which exact Diſcipline they Owed ei" 
Part of their Succeſs. ' The Field on lil 
Sides were filled with innumerable India 
who came forth from their Habitations at 
Novelty of this Sight; and the Outeties al 
Behaviour of them were ſuch, as might ha 


— for the Clamours and: Threatnings KK 
ar, if Donna Marina had not acqaaint 
the Spaniards, that they were accuemed WM bit 

nent 


that Manner to expreſs their Joy upon th 
Feſtivals; and that celebrating, after” the 
Faſhion, the Happineſs they had obtained, th 
bleſt and praiſed their new-acquired Friend 
with which. Information the Noiſe: was ti 
better borne: Patience being neceſſy 
Time to ſuffer Applauſe. FI 

TEE Senators came a. confiderablo W, I 
out of the City to receive the Hane \ 
with all the Oſtentation and emp cuſtomay 
upon publick Solemnities, attended by 1 
Nobles, who thought it an Honour, on wol | 
Occaſions, to aflif the Miniters of the Re 
publick. When they came up, they mad 
their Reverences, and without farther ſtopping 
turn'd about and march'd before; figniffin I 
by this _— ReſpeS, how much N deſire 7 


EE >» =S S 8 s. . == EE 2 — = 


— rin wichout detaning thoſe 
| F accompanied. 
Ar their Entrance into che City- Its te- 
ded With Shouts and Acclamations a 
ch greater Noiſe than before, becauſe mixed 
in the diſagfeeable Muſick of their Flutes, 
ums, and Horns. So great was the Con- 
bare of People, that the Oificers of the Sc- 
ir had much Trouble to manage the Mul- 
ita, that the Paſſage of the Street might be 
i free. The Women threw various Sorts 


e bolder, and leſs reſerved, drew near; 
ul put the Flowers into their Hands. The 
hits, dragging after them their long Gar- 
| ments in which they ſacrificed, came out 
vitheir Copper Cenſers, and without know- 
ing vhether they did Right or Wrong, ex- 
bd their Applauſe by — * Smoke. They 
dl hewed in their Countenances the Sincc- 
it of their Hearts, but variouſly affected; 
fr Admiration and Satisfaction were mix d 
together, and Joy was tempered with Vene- 
won, The Quarters provided, which con- 
ined all Things neceſſary for their Conveni- 


ene, and good Entertainment, was the beſt 


ſe in the City, which had three or four 


hacious ſquare Courts, with ſo many, and 


ich large Chambers, that Cortes, without 
ay Difficulty, kept all his People together 


tier in one Body. He carried with him the 


anbaſſadors of Mote uma, though they were 
uwilling, and lodged them near himſelf ; 
becauſe 
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u Howers on the Spaniards; thoſe ' who + 
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becauſe their Petſons were ſecure under 
Protection, and they ſeemed aftaid of Mii! 
Violence. oo i 5 1 
TE Entry into, and laſt Redu gz, 
Tlaſtala, was on the Ter e if 
tember of the ſame Year 1519; 4D 
which the Spaniards gained a Peace, with 
Circumſtances of a Triumph, ſo durable. 
of ſo great Conſequence for the C naelt 
New Spain, that to this Day they enjoy ſe 
ral Privileges and Exemptions in that Proving 
as a Reward of that firſt Friendſhip; an h 
nourable Monument of their antient Fidell 


C HA P., M .. 

The Deſcription of the City of Tlaſcaa. 7 

Senators complain of the Spaniards goin 

armed, being grieved at their Diſtrulil 

Cortes ſatisfies them ; and. endeavours 1 
make them quit their Idolatrr. 


TE ASCA L A was in thoſe Days a ve 

populous City, founded upon four Emil 
nences of different Largeneſs, little diſtani 
from each other: they ran in Length from Ea 
to Weſt, and ſecure in the natural Strength 
of their Rocks, contain'd within them all tho 
Buildings; forming four Commands, or di- 
ſtint Wards, which were united, and had ai 
Communication by ſeyeral Streets with very 


thick Walls, which ſeryed as a Defence - : 
; | - tkng bs 


_ OS 
„ 


— own. These Wards were governed by 
+ Caziques, Who held them as Fiefs, (being 
del from the firſt Founders) but 45 | 
ded on the Senate; in which they com- 
poly aſſiſted; yet under an entire Subjection 
its Orders in all State-Affairs, and Appeals 
ae to it by their Vaſſals. The Houſes 
«raiſed moderately high, for they had no 
band Story: The Building was of Stone, or 
kick; and inſtead of coopitig Roofs of 
is they were flat at the Top with Galleries. 
ſhe Streets were narrow and crooked, as the 
keycſs and Ruggedneſs of the Mountain 
wild allow : A very extraordinary Situation 
Architecture, more for Defence thari 
(mnodiouſneſs. . — 51 
Tis whole Province was about fifty Leagues 
n Crcumference ; the Length; ten from Eaſt 
beſt; the Breadth, four- from North to 
Sui. A broken mountainous Country, but 
ne fertile, and well cultivated in all Parts, 
mere the Plenty of Streams enabled them to 
ou the Land. It was ſurrounded on all 
lis with Provinces depending on-Motezuma ; 
mh on the North, the great Cordillera, ot 
lige of Mountains, rather clos'd them in, 
um divided their Limits; - by wuhoſe inac- 
(ible Craggs they had Communication with 
te Oromies, Totonaques, and other barbarous 
Wions of their Confederacy. The Towns 
We many, and near to cãch other: The 
aple from their Childhood inclined to Super- 
lion, and the Uſe of Arms; in the Manage- 
Yor. 1, X ment 


l £ 


* et which- _ con PO 
great Emulation, Whether it was, the Shy 10 
or Neceſſity that made them Valiant. ue 
abounded in Maiz, or | 
this Grain ſo. well anſwered the.; ; = SITY 
the Husbandman, that it gave the Wasen 
Vince the Name of Tlaſcala. a Word whi 
in their Language, ſignifies the Land of Bre 
They had ęrcat Variety of Fruit, and Ve 
delicious; Game of all Sorts; and one 
their plentiful Productions, was, the Coch 
nilla, the Uſe of which they underſiood- nd 
till. they were taught it by the Spaniards, ... 
is likely it was ſo call'd from the Corcineg 
or Scarlet Grain, whence our Crans or Sc2 
let-Dye likewiſe took its Name; 
theſe Parts it is a kind of Inſect, he 
ſmall Worm, which is bred. and continues t 
the laſt upon the Leaves of a vild thorn 
Tre, which they called then the wild Tun 
or the Wood-Thiftle. Now they. take gre 
Care of it, as of a Fruit - Tree, as owing. theſ 
greateſt Commerce and Profit. to the precio 
Dye of thoſe Worms, nothing inferigr/t9 3 | 
Purple diſcovered by the A 1 
Blood of the Murex, ſo much en f E 
being us d in the Robes of their Kings. 
— the natural Felicity of this Count 
was not without an Allay; fot the Neighbour 
hood of the Mountains made it.ſulye& ra 
great Tempeſts, horrible, Hurricanes, and fre 
quent Inundations of the River Zahual; which 


not contented. fome Years with ho Dr 108 
018 


e 


* .J 


k 1 Conpur of 

leit Harveſt, and taking away Trezs by 
Roots, Was wont to endanger” Houfes on 
Tops of Emineneies. Tis ſaid, that 2E 


Hich for that thoſe who drank the Wa- 
ot bath'd in them, were cover d with 


den Nor was the want of Salt the leaſt 
rune that Tlaſcala ſuffer d, which mad o 


might have brought it caſily from the 
ws of Moteguma, in Exchange for their 


ki Victuals without ſeaſoning, than to have 
a0 den Commerce with their Enemies. 
Tate, and other Obſervations of their 

(ormment, (which indeed were rein arkable 

WW: tic unpoliſh'd People) cauſed Admiration 

ritt Haniards, and made them act with 

(aun. Cortes diſſembled his Apprehen- 
133 

Fi 

| 


Ins but continued the Guards in his Vir 
bf and when he went out into the 


m him, not forgetting their Fire-Arms. 
_ Soldiers alſo went together in Com- 
wits, and with the ſame Precantion; all en- 


&y Allies, yet after ſuch a Manner as to have 
„Appearance of Careleflnefs. But the In- 
ns, who deſired the Friendſhip'of the Spa- 
oy without any Artifice or Affectation, 


try Cid not lay aſide their Arms, and give 


30 


in their Language, ſi gnifics the River of 
r pilemper; a ſecond Malignity of the 
endiſreliſn all their Abundance; and tho 


ſer, they held it leſs inconvenient to eat 


"mh the Indians, he took Part of his Men ; 


kmuring to expreſs a Confidence in their 


iet grieved upon a Point of Honour, that : 


* 2 entire | 


fol. 
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ICE. Freer to . 51 B 317 4. 50 en | 
ER Was debated. in the Senate; by yy mY 
er; Magiſtatzin., Came to ſignify. thei 
Opinion to "Cortes; and a yed before Um 
4 . How. . unſuitable hath, warts, Pra 
« were in a Place, where gl Were -ſubje 
My obedient; . and deſirous to pleaſes. th 1 th 
& great Vigilance with which the panini 
« ived in. gs Quarters, .. ſhewed bow. line 
*© they thought themſelves ſecure; And - tha 
the Soldiers, who paſſed thro the City wi 
46 Lightning always upon their Shoulder 
< tho they did. no: Hurt,. offended. more. 1 
tt that Diſtruſt, than if they really committee 
tc Violences.“ He added, That Ams ſhould 


80 145 . e s as an 111 wh 


Portes, after a _ rien) 4 in the 
Name of the Senate, and all the City,“ That 
© he would command. thoſe. Precautions 
t and diſagreeable Appearance to ceaſe 
© which ſeemed to preſerve Signs of an u 
&« finiſh'd: War, or were, at Ia, ane 
« of a ſcrupulous Friendſhi ?: 
-:CORTES anſwered him, 8 That be was 
& of T. laſeala, and without the laſt Saidon, 
« that any Thing could happen in-Brgach-0 
« that Peace, which they had ſo much deſired; 
& that the. Guards. kept, and the Vigilancy ob- 


2. - ſerved in his Quarters, were See 
Ae 40 
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«5 the Cuſtom of his 


«Peace to the 'Fatignes of War, by whid 
« cans they leatried” Obedience,” and were 


. o * 


«xcyſtomed to Vigilance: That their Arms 


FDL ene 
4 were an Ornament, and Part of thei Ha- | 


«bit, which they: wore as a Piece of Finerx, 
« belonging to their Profeſſion; for which - 


« Reaſon he deſited them to, remain aſſured, 
* of his Friendſhip, and that they would not, 
«think ſtrange of thoſe Things Which were 


proper to the Soldiery, and confiſtent with! 


« the Peace he had made with their Nation.“ 
He found the Way to ſatisfy his Friends, 


without abating any Part of his Caution; 


nd Magiſtatzin, a Man of 4 watlike Spirit, 
who had in his Youth” commanded the Ars 
of the Republick, was ſo well pleaſed witli 
tis laudable Cuſtom, that he not 910 rer 
wned without Complaint, but was deſirous 
o introduce into their own Armfes this Kind 
cr Vigilance and Diſcipline, which diſtin-, 


wiſhed and made good Soldiers. 


2 


Wiru this Account the People were 


quieted,” and all aſſiſted the Spaniards with a 


lilizent Obſequiouſneſs, and even Servitude. 
tiery Day diſcovered more of their good 


Will.” Their Preſents: Were many, all Sorts 


or wild Fowl, and extraordinary Fruits, with 
ſome Cloaths, and Curioſities of little Value. 
However, it was the beſt the Penury of thoſe 
Mopntains could afford, which debarred them 
9 8 X 3 ” the 


Coufteh, Pier” tie 
« Soldicrs lived always' after 4 military Ma? 
6 nr, and enured chemſelves in Times of 
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perce of ele N. ions which. 
Fo Es a mY 
a el m WHICH... Pa PR 
Was raiſcd an Altar, ariq ſome Images ol 
With all poſſible Decency..; The 100 55 ' 
fice of the Maſs was celebrated. every nm 3 
10 Preſence of the princip: "Indians > " 
| cre. ſilent either out of ſpect, or Ada 
on; and tho; they Were., Not. devour tha 
9975 they took Care not 10 diſturb the TW 
votion. of gthers. They, remarked all i 
paſſed; every Thing was new, and ſurprih 
to them, and. cauſed grea em, 11 
J paniards; ; . whoſe. Views! they were . 
ſible of and reverenced, ther for- that th | 
make themſelves be loved, than that the 
dians either knew the Names, or Bl if 
any of them. . | 1. 
rr Day Magiſcatxin abel Cort | 
& Whether he was mortal? Fot (ladies) youll 
4 Actions, and thoſe of your, People, .ſccl 
& more than natural, and to, hayc that 84 
c of Goodneſs and Greatneſs. in them, hic 
ce we attribute to our Gods: But I do, nat wil 
ce derſtand thoſe Ceremonies, vi 22 5 Jo 
& 2 to acknowledge, Sup N 
cc 0 make Preparations for. a a J 
« yet I do not perccive any Viaim.er FI 
15 ing with which to appeaſe the . nc { 
&« do] underſtand how there can be act; 
cc unleſs ſome one dies for. the ſake f 
cc * reſt.” Cortes rook bo of this Opfon 


FX 


in; and ſatisfying his Queſtions, ingennoully: | 
ed,“ That his Condition, and that; of 
Wis Pcople, was mortal; for he durſt nor 
worize with the miſtaken Notions of thoſe; 

e, when the infallible Truth of his Re- 
©. i was in Queſtion. But he added, That 
g they were born in a better Climate, 
they had more Underſtanding, and were: of 
grater Strength than the reſt of Men; 
ul vithout admitting the Attribute of Im- 
aan, he remained with the Reputation of 
nacible. Cortes told him likewiſe, That 
ey not only acknowledged a Superior in 
*Hayen, where they adored the on:y Lord 
«« the Univerſe ; but were likewiſe Subjects 
ind Vaſſals to the greateſt Monarch upon 
{fxth, under whoſe Dominion, they alſo 
«> Tlaſcala then were; ſince being Bro- 
tiers to the Spaniards, they could. do no 
coder than obey the ſame Prince. He im- 
WF nditcly from that went on to diſcourſe of 
& Point moſt eſſential; and tho he ſpoke. 
neſt fervently againſt; Idolatry, finding in his 
om good Senſe, ſufficient Foundation to op- 
pe and deſtroy; the Multiplicity. of their 
bods, and the abominable Horror of their Sa- 
lices; yet when he came to touch upon the 
Miteries of Faith, he thought they deſerved a 
deter Expoſitor 5 and as he knew when to 
* ſlent, he then gave an Opportunity to 
aber Bartolome de Olmedo to ſpeak. That 
Kligious Perſon endeavoured to bring them 
by Degrees to the Knowledge of the Truth, 
prlaining like a learned and prudent Man 

; NR 4 | the 
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at that Time but very ſmall Hopes 0 


obtained. of them at that Tune was, 7 


the-principal Points of te C ag 
after” ſuch a Manner, thar he might gain 
Will, without overcharging® the- Uniden 
ing; for tis by no Means conyeni ient to 
with a Blaze 6f Light upon the Eyes 0 
who are juſt come out of Darkneßß. "Mol 
cuatæin, and the reſt who attended him, g 


being teduc'd? ſaying, That the God wi 
2 - Spaniards adored, was very y gelt 4 
operhaps greater than theirs; but that ca 
of them was powerful in his owWI Dom | 
zen That, with them, there was need d 
one God againſt Lightning and Tem 
« of another, for Water and Harveſts; of 2 
other for War; and ſo on for all oth 
human Neceſſities: For that it vas im 
4 poſſible for any one to take Cate of wa 
< Whole.“ They admitted the Propoſition 
of their Temporal” Lord with more Eaſe; toll 
they immediately conſented to be his Subject if 
and asked whether he would defend the 
from Morte uma, placing in that the Found 
tion of their Obedience; but at the fame 
Time deſired him, with Humility: and Earn MW 
neſs, © That there might beef o Mention of 
* changing their Religion: Forthould it come 
&. to the Knowledge of tlieir Gods, they 
% would call down their Tempeſts, and ler 
looſe their Floods to - deſtroy then In 
ſuch manner did Error poſſeſs them, and the 
Devil keep them in Fear. All that could be 


i 


A uk nee | 6s. yy 
met human Blood:” for they were 
«inced they ated againft the Law of Na- 
: And immedlawelg they bet at Liberty 
ue miſerable Captives which were to die 
/ their Feſtivals, and broke up © ſeveral 
ns and Cages where they were kept, 
well fed, to prepare them; not ſo much 
. dey ſhould come decent to the Sacrifice 
WE tht they ſnould not come in een Order co 
he able. l it ; oi ee 
HERNAN C Was not t ſatisfied with 
bs Complaiſance; but on the contrary pro- 
to his Men, that they ſnould deſtroy all 
be ldols; forming a Conſequence from the 
Won and good Succeſs at Zempoala, as if 
hal been the ſame Thing to undertake ſuch 
n Affair in a Townethat was ſo much better 
veopled, His Zeal deceived him, and his 
(arge did not difabuſe him. But Father 
Butoloms de Olmedo ſoon. brought him to 
leon, telling him, with 3 Reſolution be- 
oming his Character, That he was not 
© yithout ſome Scruples concerning the Vio- 
"lence offer'd to the People of Zempoala i 
that Perſecution and the Goſpel did. il] 
"gree; and, that in Effect, it would only 
*gertnrn their Altars, and leave the Idols 
ein their Hearts: To which he added, That 
the Deſign of reducing thoſe Infidels re- 
"quired more- Time, and gentle Ulage; 
* that it was no good. Method of bringing 
ern to the Knowledge of their Errors, to 
* on after that Manner, which would 
_< only 


4 and that befote the Wehe ol 
ebe introducd, the Devil: muſt be roy | 
* War of another Kind, and Which 
« quired a different Sort of Am 
5 whoſe: Perſuaſion and Authority Cor T 
mhitted his Opinion, and moderated: ths 
and from that Time forwards they only 6 
deavoured to gain and diſpoſe the Minds 
the Indians, by making Religion appear ami 
able in her Works, that upon the View: « 
them, they might be ſenſible ofthe ain 
and Abomination of their own Cuſtoms; an 
in theſe ſee the ee and Fic t3 
their Guile a WS + | 
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Hernan Cortes diſpatches the nba "ll :: 
otezuma. Diego de Ordaz views. th e 


Burning e of. e de it, 
eee to, march ta Tm 


Nor 


(i HREE or four Days — i 


J -theſe firſt Affairs of 1 Corte 
nh to think of diſpatc In Motezuma s = 
Ambaſladors. He had detaiged-..them. pur Wl ? 
polcly, that they might ſee thoſe. People en- 
tirely reduced, whom they accounted untame · Wl | 
able, and the Anſwer he gave them was 


and artful; . That they ſhould: inform WM 
Hogg ane = | 1 4 Motexuma 4 


* 
vol perpgfy 


* LIN 


once the Earneſtnel 


1 ' 


| Yeace, and deſerved it; . Foggrher with, the 
WT \fcion and good Correſpondence. with 
lach they maintained hat now they 
_ cc ſo much at his ipoſal, and he had 
uch an entire Command oycr them, that 
«he hoped he ſhould. reduce them to the 
& (bedience of Motezu 
«of the good Conſequences, which would at- 
end nis Embaſſy, among others of greater 
mportance, which obliged him to continue 
his Journey, and to ſolicite his Goodneſs 
then, that he might after wards deſervè his 
icknowledgments.” With this Dilpatch, 
ii the neceſſary Guard, the Ambaſſadors im- 
nciately departed, more convinced of the 

Inth than ſatisfied with the Anſwer. 3 
_ {:zxax CorTEs found himſelf, en- 
- ed to ſtay ſome Days in Tlaſcala,. to re- 
cre the Homage of the principal Towns of. 
e Republick, and their Confederates; which 
At was made valid by a publick Inſtrument, 
gd authorized with the Name of the King 
"Un Carlos, already known and reverenced 
mong the Indians, who ſhewed the Sincerity 
their Subjection to him by the Reſpech they 
Raid his Vaſſalss. 

Ar this Time there banpeucd an Accident 
wich ſurpriſed the Spaniards, and ſtruck a 
Terror among the Indians. From the hight 
of the Emincnces, whercon the City of "IX 
cala 


Fm of what had, aa in ** Pee 
1 inch and Methods by 
4 yhich the People of 5 Thaleala had folited ; 


: This: being, one 
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 feute, according to the Quantity of Afhes it 


Taz” Indians were not frighted at the 
Sight of the Smoke, becauſe” twas frequent, 
and am ordinary Thing in that Place: But 
che Fire (Which rarcly appeared) made them 
forro w- ful, and put them in Feat, as a Preſage 
of future Ils; for they apprehended, that thoſe. _ 
Sparks which were ſcattcr'd' through the Ait, 
and did not falk down again into the Burning 
Moutfr,, were the Souls of Tyrants that came 
abrgad to chaſtiſe the Earth; and that thelr- 
Gods, when they were angry, made uſe of 
gem as Inſtruments, in Proportion to the. 
Pluniſhments they deſigned. e 1 
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wh III. Gueſt of feces; 9 
 MAG1SCATZIN, and forge. of the chief 
len, who generally attended him, were en- 
ſertaining Hernan Cortes with theſe wild 
fancies; and he (obſerving the rude Notion - 
ticy had of the Immortality, Rewards, and 
uniſhments of the Soul) was endeavouring ta 
make them ſenſible of the Errors with which 
they disfigured the Truth, when Diego de 
014g came to ask his Leave to go take a 
neter View of the Volcano, offering to 80 
up to the Top of the Mountain, and examinc 
into that great Secret of Nature. The I- 
dans were amaz d to hear ſuch a Propoſal, 
and endeavour'd. to diſſuade him from his 
latention, by informing him of the Danger, 
lying, © That the moſt valiant of. their Na- 
„tion had only the Boldneſs once to viſit 
« ſme Hermitages of their Gods about the 
© Middle of the Eminence; but that above 
« that he would not find the Mark of a hu- 
* man Foot; nor were the Tremblings to be 
© endur'd, or the Roarings, which forbad all 
f Approach to the Top of the Mountain.“ 
The Account of theſe Difficulties did but 
make Diego de Ordaz the more eager; and 
tho' Hernan Cortes thought it a Piece of 
Raſhneſs, yet he gave him Leave to try, that 
the Indians might ſee that what they thought 
impoſſible, was not ſo to the Courage of the 
Haniards. So zealous was he at all times for 
his own Reputation, and that of his People. 
DIEGO DE ORDAZ upon this Occaſion» 
was accompanied by two Soldiers of his Com- 


pany, 


a> y 


pany, and ſome of the priticipul alis, ns, 7 ih 
offered to go with him as far as the Herm 
tages, very much lamenting that they Were po 
ing to be Witneſſes of his Death. The Fe 
ginning of the Mountain is very delightful 
being beautified- on all Sides with Trees fu 
of Leaves, which, for a conſiderable Way 
cover the Side of the Hill, and make ; 
Aſcent appear the leſs tedious, ſceming; in 

deceitful Manner, to entice, by Pleaſure, inte 
Danger. When that is paſſed, the Earth 
grows barren by Degrees, partly by Reaſor 
of the Snow, which lies all the Year in thoſe 
Places, where either the Sun or the Fire does 
not come, and partly by reaſon of the Aſhes, 
which alſo look white at a Diſtance, from the 
Oppoſition of the Blackneſs of the Smoke. 
The Indians ſtopp'd at the Hermitages; and 
Diego de Ordas, with his two Soldiers, went 
on, climbing courageouſly up the Rocks, very 
often making uſe of Hands as well as Feet. 
But when they came within a ſmall Diſtance 
of the Top, they felt the Earth move under 
them with Violence, and repeated Rockings, 
and heard the horrible Roaring of the Burn 

ing Mouth, which in a ſhort Time diſcharged; 

with a much greater Noiſe, a vaſt Quantity 
of Fire, wrapped up in Smoke and Aſhes; and 
tho” it went directly upwards, without heat- 
| ing the Air about it, it afterwards ſpread | when 
it was at its Height, and came down upon 
the three Spaniards i in ſuch Showers of Aſhes, 


fo thick and hot, that they were —_—y K 
= 


= 
th 


5m — in the Hollow of a Rock, 
je they were almoſt ſtiſledꝭ and | 
wn. But Diego de Ordag'iperceiv 
chquake was over, that the Noiſe leſfened, 
the Smoke came out leſs thick, encou- 
p his Companions by his Example; fer 
gon before them, he paſſed with Intrepi- 
S the very Mouth of the Mountain, ar 
ke bottom whereof he obſerved a great Maſs 
ffire, which ſeemed to boil like ſomething 
jqud, and ſhining. He alfo took Notice of 
ke Largeneſs of the Mouth, which took up 
ll me Top of the Mountain, and might 
k bout a Quarter of a League in Circum-" 
france. They returned with this Account; 
nd received a Welcome back from their bold 
Undertaking, which greatly aſtoniſhed the 
kians, and increaſed theia Eſteem for the 
homards. = 

Inis Gallantry of Diego de Or das wit 
bok'd upon then as only a raſh Curioſtty; 
ht Time made it of Importance, and every 
Thing ſerved to advance this Undertaking ;' for 
le Army being in Want of Powder, (the ſe- 
uud Time they enter d Mexico, which was by 
luce of Arms) Cortes remember d rhe Boil- 
ngs of liquid Fire which were diſcovered in 
is Mountain, and in it found a ſufficient 
wuntity of very fine Sulphur, for the making 
 Gun-Powder. On which Account this 
dahneſs of Diego de Ordas recommended 
Il, and became ſerviceable; and his Diſco- 
Ky was ſo uſeful in the Conqueſt, that the 
Emperor 
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mperor afterwards irexeanded Ws + with ſor 
— and efnobled the Action by givin 
him the Burning Mountain faf His Arms: 
Twxxrr Days the Spaniardt continud 
* laſcala, partly —— Viſits paid theii 
by the Neighbouring Nations, and partly t 
fatisfy 1 the Inhabitants themſelves; who agree 
ſo well with the Spaniards, that they =. 
voured to put off the Time appointed for 1 
moving, with various Feſtivals and public 
Entertainments; Dances after n Manne | 
and Acts of Agility. ' | 
THE Day being fixed fot the March ther | 
aroſe a Diſpute about the Choice of the Road | 
Cortes inclined for Cholula, a. City (as wi 
have ſaid) very large, in whoſe. Diftrits. thi 
Veteran Troops "of Mote uma uſed td 
quarter 
Tur Tlaſtalans N this Reſolution 
adviſing them to take their March by Guajo 
Singo, a Country plentiful and fecure; foi 
the People of Cholula, beſides their natural 
| Cunning and; Treachery, obeyed! Motezumali 


with a ſervile Fear, being the Vaſſals in whom | # 
he moſt confided for their known Fidelity, 
To which they added. That that City had | ho 
the Reputation in all the. Diſtricts therea- 
<« bouts, of being a Place ſacred and religious, i 


e containing. above four hundred: Temples, 
de with ſuch 'ill-conditioned Gods, that they 
< aſtoniſhed and terrified :the World with 
« their Prodigics ; for which Reaſon it was by. 


« no: Mcans lecure to enter their Territories, 
; « without 
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vithout having ſome Aſſurances of their 
od Diſpoſition.” : The Zempoalans, leſs 
crftitious now by. their Accquaintance with 

r Spaniards, deſpiſed: thoſe Prodigies; but 
xc of the ſame Opinion, remembring and 
gating the Reaſons they had given at Zo; 
(lan, for the Army's avoiding that City. 

zur before they came to any Reſolution 
n this Point, new Ambaſſadors arrived from 
Motezuma, with another Preſent, and Adwjce 

bat heir Emperor would now ſuffer himſelf 
o be viſited by the Spaniards, and vouchſafe 
p receive their Embaſſy after a favourable 
Vaner 3 and among other Things they diſ- 
wurd, of relating to the March, they ac- 
winted him that they had provided Quarters 
tCholula. So that now it was become ne- 
clay to march by that City; not that Cortes 
lcd any Confidence in this unlooked-for 
nd ſudden Change of Moteguma, or that 
lich F acility, after ſo much Reſiſtance, did 
vtappear unſeaſonable and ſuſpicious: But he 
wk great Care, that. theſe Mexicans ſhould 
it perceive him concerned; becauſe in their 
kat he placed his greateſt Security. As ſoon 
zihe Chiefs of the Tlaſcalans underſtood the 
topolal of Moteguma, they took it for 
mated, that Treachery was deſigned at Cho- 
ks and renewed their Inſtances, being ſin- 
eely concerned at the Danger of their Friends. | 
lud Magiſcatzin, who had the greateſt Re 
ard for the Spaniards, and a ball onate Incli- 
lion in particular for Cortes, preſs d him 
VoL. I. * very 
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322 The Hiſtory of the. Book 
very much not to march to that City. Cort 
Who was deſirous to giye him all the 82 
faction he could, as being much obliged 
the Care he took of him, and eſteeming y, 
much his Advice, immediately aſſembled 
Captains, and in his Preſence propoſed 1 
Queſtion, weighing the Reaſons that offe 
both on the one Side, and on the other; ith 
the Reſolution was, That now they co 


te not poſlibly avoid marching to thoſe O n 

« ters propoſed by the Mexicans, with 
e diſcovering that they were already ſuſ 

* cious z nor, ſhould their Suſpicions be ei 

& ſo well founded, was it proper to enter up 

* more dangerous Enterpriſes, and leave Til 0 

ec tors at their Back; that therefore it wil 0 

ce neceſſary for them to go to CHolula, to WM .. 

*« cover the Intentions of Motezuma, 2 0 


« give a new Reputation to their Arms 
4 the Chaſtiſement of his Perfidy.” Mag 
cat gin acquieſced in this Reſolution, ſubm 
ing with great Docility to the ſuperior ud 
ment of the Spaniards. But ſtill retainiff 
his Jealouſy, which obliged him to think di 
ferently, he deſired Leave to aſſemble 
Troops of his Republick, and aſſiſt his Frien 
in ſuch evident Danger; for that it was nll 
reaſonable, tho the Spanzards were invineibſ 
to deprive the Tlaſcalans of the Honour W 
performing their Duty. Hernan Cortes (nl 
| withſtanding he was ſenſible of the Dang 
and well pleaſed with the Offer) was bac 
Ward to admit them; for it was diſagreca 
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im to begin ſo ſoon to receive Succonr' 
m 2 Nation ſo lately reduc d; and there- 
he anſwer'd him, by making great Ac- 
Wedgments for his Care; and laſtly told 

„ That at the preſent that Precaution 
s not neceſſary; but this he ſaid faintly; 

E one Who is deſirous to have a Thing done; 
z unwilling at the fame time to be thought 
Kind of Refuſal, which is little leſs than 
| lng. 2. i „ % GE 


CHAP. _ 1s = 
1% diſcover new Signs 2 Niecbe- in 
Cholula. The Army marches for that 


City, being reinforced with ome G m_ | 
Mes of Tlaſcalans. 


"= 
— d 


i 


I was Ry certain, * Motezuma, withs 
out coming to a Reſolution of taking up 
ns againſt the Spaniards, contrivd to de- 
1 them; making uſe of Wiles and Strata - 
ws rather than Force. The Anſwers of his 
= cs had frighted him anew; and the De- 
ü (who was much diſturb'd by the Neigh- 
vrhood of the Chriſtians) preſs'd him with 
Wy rible Threats to keep them at a Diſtance 
tom him. Sometimes he put the Prieſts and 
aicians into furious Agitations, that they 
A might incenſe the King, and make him furi- 
o; at other Times he appear d to him, af- 
| T 3 _— 
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ſuming the Figure of his Jdol, and<ſpoke 
him in Perſon, the more effeQually to inſpig 
him with the Spirit of Anger: But he alw. 
left him inclin'd to Treaſon and Deceit, witi 
out ever propoſing to him to make uſe of h 
mighty Power and Force. Whether he h; 

no Permiſſion to uſe Violence, o or that it ii 
conſiſtent. with his Character to give go 

Counſel, he took him off from Ways thi 
were generous, and diſcouraged him by th 
ſame Means with which he thought to an 
mate him. On the one Side, he had 
Courage to ſhew himſelf to thoſe prodigio 
People; and on the other, he thought thei 
Army too contemptible, and too ſmall in Num 
ber, to employ openly the Forces of his Em 


pire againſt them; and judging it more for high 1 
Honour to make uſe of Artifice and Treachety Mil tc 
he directed all his Application to draw them be. 
from Tlaſcala, where he could not lay hi for 
Plots, and bring them to Cholula, where they in 
were already contriv d, and ready to be exc-· ef 
entcd. wr 

HERNAN Wear ES 3 notice, ak Wl © t 
came from the Governors of Cholula to viel ©: 
him; and he communicated his Obſervation ll © 
to the Mexican Ambaſſadors, very much won- Will © 
dering at the Diſreſpect of thoſe Caziques who Wil © 
had the Charge of providing his Quartets; *. 
who could not be ignorant, that he had been Wl fe 
viſited by all the Towns of the Country round, Wl th 
that were under leſs Obligations. The Am- Wi 6 
* endeavour d to excuſe the People of ¶ ti 


Cholula, \ 


Nn 
3 
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lalala, but confeſſed their Inadvertency, and 


b by giving Notice of it; for it was not long 
ore there came from that City four Indians 
cloathed, People of very ſmall Conſidera- 
vn for Ambaſſadors, confidering the Cuſtom 
f thoſe Nations: A Diſreſpe&t which the 
laſcalans urg'd, as a new Sign of their evil 
Intntions 3 upon which Hernan Cortes refu- 


ieh back; ſaying, (in the Preſence of the 
Mexicans) © That the Caziques of Cholula 
«inderſtood Civility very little; for inſtead 
of making Amends for a Neglect, they 
"added one Diſcourteſy to another. 
Tae Day for the March came; and tho' 
the Haniards took the Morning to draw up 
ter own Men, and thoſe of Zempoala, they 
found already in the Field an Army of Tlaſca- 
lms, provided by the Senate, at the Inſtance 
of Magiſcat gin, whoſe. Captains acquainted 
(tes, © That they had receiv'd Orders from 
the Republick, to ſerve under his Com- 
*mand, and follow his Banner in the Jour- 
* ney, not only to Cholula, but as far as 
* Mexico, where they ſuppoſed was the great- 
"> Danger of his Undertaking.” They 
Were all drawn up in Order; and notwith- 
landing they were very cloſe, (according to 
their Diſcipline) they took up a great Space of 
bround ; for they had aſſembled all the Na- 
tons which were confederate with them, and 
dot together an extraordinary Force for the 
Ss 1 Defence 


emingly endeavour'd to have the Fault mend- 


{4 to admit them, ordering them immedi 


rn 
. * r 
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Defence of their Friends, believing that thy 


ſhould be oblig d to face the Armies of Myr 
guma. Their ſeveral Commands were difti 
Fi by the Colour of their Feathers, and ii 

Ifference of their Enſigns, Eagles, Lion done 
and other fierce Animals, raiſed on hg 
which, as Hieroglyphicks and Devices, had 
Signification, and put the Soldiers in Mind 
the military Honour of their Nation. Son 
of our Writers enlarge ſo far, as to ſay, thi 
the whole Groſs of their Army conſiſted of 
hundred thouſand armed Men; others a 
more reſerv d in the Account; but, with a Iq 
Number, the Action was great in the 7/a/cf 
Hans, and is truly worthy of Conſideratiofi 
both for the Thing itſelf, and the Manner @ 
doing it. Cortes thanked them, and acknowl 
ledged this Proof of their Affections with vel 
endcaring Expreſſions, and was forced to tal 


ſome Pains to convince them it was inconvMf . 
nient he ſhould carry ſo great a Number, v 
he went in Peace; but at laſt he gain'd bil 
Point, leaving them fatisfied, by permittinl , 
ſome Companies, with their Captains, to fo : | 
low him, reſcrving the main Body to marq 
to his Succour when Neceſſity requir'd. . MI © 
Our Bernal Diaz writes, that he tog 
with him two thouſand Tlaſcalans; Antoni 
ae Herrera fays, three thonſand : But Herna 1 
Cortes himſelf confeſſes, in his own Relatioi : | 


that he took ſix thouſand ; and he was not 
laviſh of his Own Honour, as to make tig 
Number greater than it was, which of wr ö 


ould have made his Reſolution the leſs ad- 
zur we muſt not paſs over in Silence an 
ident which deſerves Conſideration, and 
fongs properly to this Place. There re- 
uin d in Tlaſcala, when the Spaniards left 


at City, a Croſs of Wood which they had 
id, the Day of their Entrance, on a Place 


both high and open to the View; and Her- 


Wn Cortes was unwilling they ſhould deſtroy 


it; on the contrary, he left the Veneration of 
tin Charge with the Caziques : But it was 

xceſſary, there ſhould be a more powerful Re- 

ammendation, to make it remain with Secu- 

iy among the Infidels: For ſcarce were the 

(hriſtians out of the City, when (in ſight of 

l the Indians) a prodigious Cloud deſcended 

fom Heaven to take Care of its Defence. It 

vas of a pleaſing and exquiſite Whiteneſs, and 

leſcended through the Region of the Air, till 

being dilated in Form of a Pillar, it ſettled 
perpendicularly upon the ſame Croſs, where 
t continued more or leſs diſtin& (a marvelous 
Providence) for three or four Years, that by 
various Accidents, the Converſion of this Pro- 
vince to Chriſtianity was retarded. There 
proceeded from the Cloud a moderate Splen- 
dor, which infuſed Veneration, and never 
mixed with the Darkneſs of the Night. The 
Indians at firſt were much afraid, being ſenſible 
of the Prodigy, without conceiving the My- 
ery : But after they had better conſider d the 
Noyelty, they laid aſide their Fear, without 
| - HS leſſening 
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leſſening their Admiration. They e 
lickly, © That that holy Sign contain'd with 
it ſome Deity, and that it was not in yi 
« that their Friends the Spaniards ſo muc 
« rever'd it.” They endeavour'd to imitat 
them, bending the Knee before it, and repaid 
ing g thither in their N eceſſities, without think 
ing on their Idols, and frequenting their Tem 
ples much leſs than they were wont. Whid 
Devotion (if we may call that ſo, which w. 
indeed the Influence of an unknown Cauſe 
increaſed with ſo much Feryour, both amandl 


Nobles and Plebeians, that the Prieſts and Ma v1 
gicians began to be jealous of their Religion By 
and endeavour” d ſeveral Times to pluck up the" vt 
Croſs, and break it in Pieces: But they always | pr 
return'd frighted, without daring to tell what th 


had happen'd to them, leſt they ſhould loſeifi 
their Reputation with the People. Thus dof 
Authors of Credit report the Matter; and after 
this Manner did Heaven take Care to diſpoſc 
the Minds of thoſe People, that they might W 
afterwards, with leſs Reſiſtance, receive the 
Gotpcl ; as the Husbandman, before he fows 
his Sccd, prepares the Earth to facilitate the- 
Production. 
NoTHING extraordinary e the fir 
Day' s March; for now that innumerable Con- 
courſe of Indians that appeared on the Roads, || 
and thoſe Shouts which paſſed for Acclama- 
tions, were no Novelty. They marched four | 
Leagues of the five Cholula was then diſtant I 
from old Tlaſcala; 5 and it yas thought AL | 
99 
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Mcoulians, and delivered their Embaſſy with 
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t ncar the Bank of a pleaſant River, to 
gd cntring by Night into ſo populous a 
wn. Soon after they had fixed their En- 
pment, and the neceſſary. Orders were 
{ributed for their Defence and Security, 
wc arrived - ſecond Ambaſſadors from the 
ity, People of greater Rank, and better dreſſed. 
hey brought a Preſent of ſeveral Sorts of 


nuch Ceremony and Reſpet. The Subſtance 
ys, © to excuſe the Backwardneſs of their 
« Caziques, pretending that they could not 
«wait on the General at T /aſcala, thoſe People 
«ing their Enemies; to offer the Quarters 
'moyided by their City, and withal, to ex- 
preſs how much the Citizens rejoiced at 
their good Fortune, in deſerving to enter- 
tin ſuch Gueſts, ſa much applauded for their 
noble Actions, and ſo amiable for their 
© Goodneſs.” Theſe Words were delivered 
vith a ſeeming Sincerity, ſuch as very well 
covered the Artifice. Hernan Cortes graci- 
ſly admitted of the Excuſe, and the Preſent, 
king Care, at the ſame Time, to appear with- 
out the leaſt Diſtruſt; and the next Day (by 
ie Riſing of the Sun) he continued his March 
vith the ſame Order, but not without ſome 
Apprehenſions, which obliged him to greater 
Vigilance 3 for the City was flow in coming 
out to receive him, and this Remark was con- 
iderable, among other Indications. But as 
tic Army drew ncar the City, with their Arms 
a Readineſs for a Combat, the Caziques and 

r - 
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Pricfts appeared, with a numerous Attendand 
of unarmed People. Cortes gave Orders 
halt, to receive them, and they performed the 
Parts with fo much ſeeming Reverence- an 
Joy, that they left no room for Jealouſy, ; 
that Prefent, to the watchful Eye with whic 
all their Adons and Motions were rl 
But as ſoon as they perceived the Body 
Tlafcalans that marched in the Rear, A 
changed their Countenances; and among th 
Principal of them, there arofe a difagreeabl, 
Murmur, which did again awaken the Jealouf | 
of the Spaniards. Donna Marina was orf 
dered to inquire into the Cauſe of that Noll 
velty ; and the Anſwer they gave by her was! 
* That the Tlaſcalans could not enter intolf 
te their City with their Arms, being Enemicil 
* to their Nation, and Rebels to their King; 
and they were very carneſt with Cortes thatf 
they ſhould halt, and immediately return toff 
theit Country, as Impediments to the Peace 
which was going to be publiſhed; and repre- 
ſented the Inconveniences, without receding, 
or being diſcompos d; being poſitive that it 
was not to be allowed; yet confining their 
Reſolution within the Limits of a Requeſt. 
CokrEs was ſomewhat uneaſy at this De- 
mand, which ſcem'd reaſonable, but was not 
conſiſtent with his Sccurity: He endeayourcd | 
to quiet them, by the Hopes of finding ſome 


Way to compoſe their Differences; and com- 
municating the Matter briefly to his Captains, 


1 Was judged. adviſcable to propoſe to the 
T 19 
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ſhealan, to take their Quarters without tfie 
(ity, till ſuch Time as he could penetrate into 
ke Deſigns of the Caziques, or ſhould proceed 
m his March. This Propoſition (which ſeem d 
p have ſomething of Hardſhip in it) was car- 
ied by the CT Pedro de Alvarado and 
(hrifaval de Olid, who made uſe both of Per- 
ſion and Authority, as delivering an Order, 
yet engaging Obedience to it, by ſhewing its 
raſonablencſs. But they were ſo very com- 
phing, that they cut him ſhort, ſaying, <- They 
did not come to diſpute, but obey ; and that 
« they would preſently make their Barracks 
{ without the Town, in a Place whence they 
might quickly come to the Defence of their 
Friends, ſeeing they reſolved. to adventure 
© contrary toall Reaſon, confiding in Traytors.” 
The People of Cholula were immediately ac- 
quainted with this, which they readily agreed 
to, both Nations remaining not only ſatisfied, 
but with ſome Vanity ariſing from their very 
Oppoſition ; the one; becauſe they perſuaded 
themſelyes they had got the better, by leaving 
their Enemies diſcontented, and ill accom- 
modated; the other, becauſe they looked up- 
on the Refuſal to admit them within the City 
as a manifeſt Acknowledgment that they 
ſtood in fear of them. Thus does the Imagi- 
nation of Men vary the Nature and Appear- 
ance of Things, which are generally valued as 
they are taken, and are taken as we would 
have them. 
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1 CHAP. VL. 5 ; 
The Spaniards make. their E 51 into Che 


Jula; where the People endeavour to 4 


trete them by their outward good Ent 


tainment. Their Treaſon is diſcover dl 


and the Spaniards make a N tion t 
f IO them. 


lula was like to that of Tlaſtala: 
cer of innumerable People, which the) 


Noſegays of Flowers; Caziques and Prieſts, 


with repeated Reverences and Perfumings; [ 
which made more 


Variety of Inſtruments, 
Noiſe than Muſick, diſpers d about the Streets; 
and an univerſal Joy ſo well counterfeited, that 


the Spaniards, who came thither full of Ja bf 


louſy, began to think it ſincere: 


The City was ſo beautiful to behold, that 


it was compar d to our Valladolid]; ſituate in 
a Plain, on all Sides open, and very delight- 
ful. They ſay it contain'd within the Walls 
twenty thouſand Inhabitants, and that the 
Number was greater of thoſe who liv'd in the 
Suburbs. *T was generally frequented by many 
Strangers; partly as a Sanctuary of their Gods, 
and partly as the great Emporium of Mer- 
chandize. The Streets were wide, and well 

laid out; the Buildings Breaker. and of Arch. 


* . Entry of the & Nane b into Cho 4 


paſs d through with Difficulty ; tumultuous Ac 
clamations ; Women that flung and preſented i 
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ſchitecture than thoſe of Thaſcals ; appear. 
yg very ſumptuous, with the Towers, Which 
Kd the Multitude of their Temples. The 
chabitants were more cunning than warlike, 
lerchants and Mechanicks, abundance of Pea. 
x, and but few of Diſtinction. /.;; ,.,,, 
Taz Quarters provided were Sw or: four 
age Houſes contiguous to each other, which 
contain'd the, Spaniards .and Zempoalans ; 3, 
yicre they — both fortify themſelves, as 
te Occaſion: requir d; and as they were, ac- 
alom'd to do. The Taſcalaus choſe a Place. 
for their Quarters a little diſtant from. the 
Tovn, ſecuring it with ſome Works; they 
amd their Guards, and plac'd their Centi-, 

ls, being now improv'd in military Affai 

by the Imitation of their Friends. The firſt 

three or four Days were all quiet, and good 
lage. The Caziques were punctual in pay- 

ng their Reſpects to Cortes, and endeavour d 
o be acquainted with his Captains. Provi- 

ſons were given liberally, and in abundance; 
ul outward | Appearances were fayourable, in- 

much that the Spaniards began to think that 
what they had heard was falſe, and that they 

had upon too {light Foundations belicy'd the 

former Rumours; ; ſo readily diſpos'd is; the 

Mind always to make itſelf caſy. But it was 

ot long before the Truth appear d; nor could 

toſe People continue in their Artifice till they 

had compaſſed what they intended : Deccitful 


both by N ature and Cuſtom, but not {0 watch- 
ful 
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ful and canning as their D Dilllcaalationany M 
ee requir d. 
PROVISIONS, by little and little,” hiv ſear | 
the —ů— and Attendance of the C 
eas d at once. Mot gumas Ambaſſ 
dors held private Conferences with the Prieſi 
andthe People diſcover d a kind of Scorn an | 
Falſeneſs in their Countenances. All Thing 
gave Signs of ſome Novelty, and awaken! ö 
the ill-lal'd Jealouſy of the Spaniardt. G. © f: 
tes was contriving ſome Means to be inform 
of the Intentions of thoſe People; and at thi 
fame Time the Truth diſcover'd itſelf; thi 
Providence of God, ſo often known by Ex 
perience in this Conqueſt, Wr alt $1 
Contrivances of Men. 51 =_ 
AN antient Indian Woman of Nets, we 1 
had great Relations in CHolula, had contratedifi 
4 Friendſhip with Donna Marina: She often 
viſited her with Familiarity ; and Donna Ma. 
rina very well deſery'd it from her, for het 
natural Courteſy and Diſcretion; She came 
that Day earlier than uſual, and ſeem'd to be 
full of Thought and Trouble. She drew het 
aſide privately from the Spaniards, and charge. 
ing her with Secrecy, even by the manner of 
her Delivery, began to bemoan'® her Capti- 
<« vity, and to perſuade her to forſake thoſe 
cc abominable Strangers, and come to het 
« Houſe, where ſhe offer d her Entertainment 
« and Protection from the $ paniards. Von. 
na Marina, who was ingenious enough, com- 
par d this Offer with the other Signs, and pre- 
tending 


ing that ſhe was er, — md | 
me againſt her Will with'thoſe People, gave 
ay into the Eſcape, and ne eepted of the 
nnertainment offer d with ſd many 
icknowledgments,” that the Inaliau, believe 

her ſincere, diſcover'd her whole Heart; 
adM:liog her, It was abſolutely. neceſlary The 
nu hould go immediately, for that the Time 

appointed among their People for the De- 
«fruction of the Spaniards dte w near; ani 
«that 'twas unreaſonable fo valuable a Wo 
« man ſhould periſh with them: That Mote- 
© 21/54 had provided twenty thouſand Men 
« a ſmall Diſtance, to make ſure of the Pe- 
«en: That ſix thouſand choſen Men of fliat 
« Number had already enter'd the City- in 
* {mall Parcels: That Abundance of Arms 
« had been diftributed among the People, 
Quantities of Stones carried hy to the Tops 

« of the Houſes, and dee &Þ Trenches cut a- 
©croſs the Streets, with ſharp Stakes fix d in 
«the Bottom, being cover d at Top with 

arth on flight Supporters, that the Horfes 
* might fall in, and be wounded : That Mo- 

teguma defign'd to make an End of all the 
 * Spaniards; but had commanded ſome of 
them to be brought alive, to ſatisfy his Curi- 
« ofity, and his Regard for his Gods: And 
« that he had preſented the City with a Dram 
made of Gold, curiouſly hollow'd, to excite 
_ E their Minds with this military Favour.” In 

ſhort, Donna Marina (cxprefling how much 

* rejoiced at the good Diſpoſition of their 

Under- 
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Undertaking, and asking ſome Queſtion 
one that was pleaſed with what ſhe- .enquir 
after) found herſelf fully inform'd of the whe 
Conſpiracy. She pretended ſhe-would imme 
diately go with her; and under Colour of get 
together her Jewels, with ſome ochery 
luable Things, ſhe found the Means of leay 
her — Suſpicion, and immediately gay a. 
an Account to Cortes. He order'd the 1. 
dian to be ſeiz d; who, after a few Threat 
tween Confuſion and Conviction, diſcover | 
the whole. . 
Soo after came ſome 7. laſcalen Soldiers 
dreſsd like Peaſants, and told Cortes. from 
their Commanders, © That he ſhould take 
* care of himſelf, for that from their Quar- 
cc ters they had ſeen the People of CholulsfÞ 
<« carry their Women and Goods to the neigh- | 
<« bouring Villages: A ſure Sign they were 
hatching ſome Treaſon. He underſtood like- W 
wiſe that they had celebrated that Morning, 
in the great Temple of their City, a Sacrifice 
of ten Children of both Sexes; a Ceremony i 
they uſed when they deſign d to undertake any 
military Action. At the fame time atrivd WW 
two or three Zempoalans, who going about 
the City, by Accident had diſcoyer'd the De. 
ccit of their Trenches, and had ſeen in the 
Streets, on the Sides, ſome Works and Pal 
ſades, Which they had made to guide ms Horſes 

to the Precipices.- 

THERE was no occaſion for any greater Con- 


firmation of the Intentions of theſe rende i 
ut 


Wok III. " Cngtef of 
þ Hernen Cortes was deſirous to make the 
ner yet clearer, and to juſtify his Proceed - 
* b beyond Objection, by the Teſtimony of 
ne unexceptionable Witneſſes of their own. 
ion, Who ſhould confeſs the Crime. To 
nich End he ordered the Chief Prieſt to be 
led, on whom the reſt depended, and two 
tree more of the ſame Profeſſion ; Men 


nd greater With the People. He examined 
im (cpatately, not as one who doubted their 
ncention, but complaining of their Treaſon 3 
ad acquainting them with all the Circum- 
knces he knew, conceal'd the Manner how 
ame by his Information, in order to make 
tem admire, and to puzzle their Conceptions 
wh the Myſteriouſneſs of his Knowledge. 
They believed they were talking to a Deity, 
hat penetrated the Secrets of Mens Hearts, 
ad durſt not carry on the Deceit, but imme- 
lately confeſſed the Treaſon with all the Cir- 
anſtances 3 blaming Moteguma, by whoſe 
(tier every Thing was diſpoſed and provided. 
(res ordered them to be ſecretly impriſon d, 
bayoid raiſing any Diſturbance in the City. 
fe likewiſe order d Care to be taken of Mo- 
uma s Ambaſſadors, without ſuffering them 
v go out, or have any Communication with 
te People of the Country; and calling his 


—— . «˖——«% ere n n g a LE 
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lie whole Affair, and how much it concern'd 
em not to let this Treachery go unpuniſh'd ; 
mking the Undertaking appear eaſy, and 


ſexico. "0 | 


how ere of great Authority with the Caziques, 


(ptains together, he acquainted them With 


Vol. 1 : y - weighing 
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3 the en e with Gs 
Energy and Reſolution, that they all EN 
to obey, leaving the Direction and ee 
his Prudence. . 94341 5 
TuIs being done, ” ſent for ties Caniqy | 
who govern'd the City, and publiſh'd his Mad 
for the next Day; not that he deſi i2n'd it, & 
that it was poſlible; 3 but only te roſtreightenthe 
in Time for what they were about to do. 
demanded Proviſions for the March, - India 
of Burden, for his Baggage, and two thouſa 


Men armed to accompany him, as thei Zen tie 
poalans and Zlaſcalans had done. They offer 100 
the Proviſions and Tamenes faintly, but tui © 
armed Men which he demanded, with great 5 
Readineſs; in which their Deſigns and that il * 


Cortes ran counter; for Cortes. deſit d: then 


in order to diſunite their Forces, and to haf 6 
in his Power a Part of the Traitors WhO. wen ; Y 
to be chaſtiz d; and the Caziques offer'd the f 0 
that they might introduce among the Troop ; t 
of Cortes thoſe conceal'd Enemies, and mak 1 


uſe of them when Occaſion offer d. Botii 
theſe Stratagems were founded upon Mattia 
Reaſon, if thoſe Kinds of Deceit may be calle 
Reaſon, which War has made lawful, a and Ex 
ample has dignify d. 

Norick was given to the Tlaſealans of al 
that happen d, with Orders to be in a Readi 
neſs; and that at the firſt Dawning of the Day 
they ſhould draw ncar the City, as if they 
were moving to follow the March; and that 
at the firſt Diſcharge of the Fire-Arms, they 


ſhould 


. U 


bould advance with all Speed into the City to 
jo the, Army, bringing, With them all the 
kople they found armed. Care was alſa taken, 
kit the Spaniards. and Zempaalans .{hould 
wwe their Arms in Readineſs, and beacquainted 
ith the Buſineſs they were to be employ di in. 
|; ooh as it Was Night, (the Quarters being 
kared. by Guards, and ſuch Centinels as the 
ent Occaſion requir'd), Cortes ſent for Mo: 
umd Ambaſſadors, and with. Shew of great 
luimacy, as one that imparted to them what 
icy did not know, told them, © That he had 
*fiſcover'd, and had Proofs of a very great 
"Conſpiracy, form'd againſt him by the Ca- 
iques and Citizens of Cholula: He ac- 
quainted them with what Meaſures they had 
taken againſt his Perſon and Army: He laid 
before them how much they had been 
wanting to the Laws of Hoſpitality, the Eſta- 
* bliſhment of the Peace, and the Word of 
their Prince.“ And added, That he had 
not only come to the Knowledge of this, 
by his own Penetration and Vigilance; but 
that the principal Conſpirators had likewite 
* confeſſed it, and excuſed their Treachery 
by a greater Crime; for they had the Bold: 
"neſs to ſay they had receiy'd. Orders and 
* Aſſiſtance from Moteguma, .to deſtroy his 
Army after ſo infamous a Manner; which 
© was not likely, nor could he entertain ſo 
mean a Thought of ſo great a Prince; for 
© which Reaſon he had rcfolv'd to take Sa. 
* tisfaction for the Offence with the utmoſt 
ES 1 _ « Rigour 


* b Rigort of his Arms: That ke communica 
ee this to them, that they might be 'appriz 4 
ce his Reaſons, and undefſtand that he was fi 
e {9 much provoked by the Crime itſelf, con 
mitted by thoſe ſeditious People, as by 
<- Circumſtance of authotizitig theit Tread 
ee with the Name of the King. 
Tae Ambaſſadors pretended, as well &th 
Akern that they knew nothing of the Cor 
ſpiracy, and endeavour d to ſave the Credit e 
their Prince, following the Path which Cort: 
nad purpoſely chalk'd them out to leflen- th 
Force of his Complaint. It was not convenien 
at that Time to ſeem to diſtruſt Motezuma 
and make a powerful Prince, who was reſoly' 
to diſſemble, an open Enemy : Upon whict 
Conſideration he reſoly'd ro overthrow hi 
Deſigns, without giving him Reaſon to believe 
that he knew them ; contenting himſelf with 
3 his Actions in the Perſons of thoſe 
e employ d, and with avoiding the Blow; 
A any regard to the Arm that . guided 
Cortes thought it a Matter of ſmall Dif- 
ficulry to break that Body of Men provided 
to "ee the Seditious, as one accuſtom d to 
eater Deeds with a ſmaller Force ; and he 
was ſo far from doubting the Succeſs, that he 
eſteem' d it a Happineſs (or, at leaſt, he ſaid fo 


among his own People) to find this Oppor- , 
tunity of raiſing the Reputation of his Arms 4 
among the Mexicans; and, in Truth, he ws Bl \ 
not diſpleaſed to find More uma ſo muck at k 


A «Loſs in Stratagems; believing that he would 
| ſcarce 


exico, 
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uce raiſe his Thoughts to very great Matters, = 
ho durſt not attack him openly, and diſ- _-- 
her d in his very Deceits the Nn of 

pReſolution, | 


2 0 


CHAP. VII. 


Cres chaſtifts the Frantors of- Cholula; ; 

duces and pacifies the City; and efta- 

 bihes 4 Friendſhip betwixt tbe Cholulans 
nd Tlaſcalans. | 


s S ſoon as it was Day, came the Indians © 
of Burden that had been demanded, and WY: 
ame Proviſions; but the former fewer in Num- mY 
kr, and the other leſs in Quantity, than was . mil 
apefted. Afterwards came the armed In- . 
lans, in broken Troops, who, under Pretence 
of accompanying the Spaniards in the March, 
ad their Counter-Orders to fall upon the 
Rear, when Occaſion requir d; of whoſe Num- 
hers the Caziques had been no Niggards, but 
arc another Signal of their evil Intention, by 
ſnding more than were deſired. Hernax 
tes diſtributed them into the ſeveral Courts 
the Quarters, where he very artfully ſecurad 
em; telling them that he was obliged to ſe- 
parate them, in order to form his Squadrons 
v he was accuſtomed. He preſently put his 
Men in Order, well inſtructed in what they 
pere to do; and mounting his Horſe, with 
2 3 thoſe 


341 64 Bite of # be BE 
thofe that were to follow him in the "AA 
carſed: the Caziques to be called; to juſtiff 
them his Reſolutions; of whom ſome & 
and others excuſed themſelves. - He told th 
with a loud Voice, (and Donna Marina e 
plain'd it with the ſame Violence) “ I 
e now their Conſpiracy. was diſcover, ; 
<« their Puniſhment reſolv'd'on ; by the Rios 
ce of: which, they ſhould know how much 
40 had imported them to maintain that Pea 
© which they intended fo treacherouſly. 
< break.” Scarce had he begun this Nene 
when they retir'd to join their own Fortec 
flying with more than ordinary Diligence, an 
beginning the War with ſome Injutic/ 
Threats, which were heard at a good Di 
Then Hernum Cortes commanded his infant 
to fall upon thoſe Indians he kept divided it 
the Squares; and tho they were all 1 
With Arms to execute their Treachery, an 
endeavoured to join, in order to defend den 
ſelves, they were all deſtroy'd with ſmall Dif 
g ficulty, none eſcaping with Life, but ſuch a 
could hide, or fling themſelves from the 2 2 
making uſe of their Agility and Lances to! 
to the other Side. 

'Havins ſecur'd all at his Back with 00 
Staughter of theſe conecaled' Enemies, he gave 
the Signal for the Tlaſcalaus to move; and the 


Army ; advanced leiſurely to the principal Street, K 
leaving in the Quarters ſuch a Guard as wa be 
neceſlary; He detached ſome Zempodlans 'be- h 


forc to diſcoyer the Trenches, that the w 
— mig t 


Lame Time were not idle; for finding them« 
hes now engaged in open 
ne reſt of the Mexicans, and joining in a 
ut Square, where they had three or four 


the Top of their Towers, and in the 
Worches 3 the reſt they divided into ſeveral 

holes, to engage the Spaniards. But at the 
ne Time that Cortes's T roops enter d the 
dure, and the Charge was given on both 
ls, the Body of Tlaſcalans clos d with the 
nemies Rear; which unexpected Accident 
them in ſo much Dread and Diſorder, that 
ky could not fly, and knew not how to de- 
ind themſelves; ſo that the Spaniards were 
aer encumber'd than oppos'd by their Ene- 
nies, who ran from one Danger to another 
ik little or no Choice; People void of 
(ounſel, who only adyanc'd in Hopes to eſcape, 
ad very often preſented their Breaſts to the 
Toints of their Enemies Weapons, without 
rmembring to make the leaſt Uſe of their 
Hands. Many were killed in this ſort of En- 
gagement; but the greateſt Part eſcaped to the 
Temples, on whoſe Steps and Terraces the 
Haniards diſcoverd a Multitude of armed 


Men, but ſuch as rather filled than defended 


the Eminences of thoſe great Buildings. The 
Mexicans took upon them the Defence of 
thoſe Places, but found themſelves ſo encum- 
ber d and oppreſs d by the Crowd of the In- 
habitants, that they could hardly turn them- 

2 4 ſelves, 


wht _— endanger * The 2 at + 


Var, they calld 


implcs, they placed a Part of their Pcople 
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ſelves, and had ſcarce Room to ſhoot-thi 
Arrows. Cortes approached the greateſt of 
Temples with his Troops, and commanded 
Interpreters, with a loud Voice, to offer ff 
Paſſage to all ſuch as would voluntarily co 
down and ſurrender; which was done the 
cond and third Time; and then perceiji 
that no one moved, he order d the Tower 
the Temple to be fired, which, tis agreed, v 
executed, and that a great many periſh'd int 
Fire and Ruins. It does not appear an ea 
Matter to have fired thoſe high Buildings, wit 
out firſt opening the Paſſage of the Stairs, u 
leſs Cortes made uſe of the flaming Arrow 
with which the Indians at a great Diſtanc 
threw their artificial Fires; but nothing wa 
ſufficient to diſlodge the Enemy, till the Al 
tack was ſhorten'd by making way with thi 
Artillery; and it was worthy of Remark, thai 
only one, out of ſo many as were deltroy' 
in this Temple, ſyrrender'd voluntarily to the 
Mercy of the Spaniards: A notable Proof of 

their Obſtinacy. e 
Inu fame Method was uſed at the othe 
Temples, and afterwards they rang'd thro the 
whole City, which was left entirely diſpeopled, 
and War ceaſed for want of Enemies. The 
Tlaſcalans were diſorderly to Exceſs in the 
Piltage, and it coſt ſome Difficulty to make 
them retire. They made a great many ÞPtt- 
ſoners, loaded themſelves with Cloaths, and 
Merchandizes of Value; and particularly they 
fell upon the Magazines of Salt, of which the) 

N W immediately 


th aps ſent ſome . to their Gi, - 
oft oſdering the Neceſſities of their Country 
ed the very midſt of their Plunder. Above 
6M: houſand Men, Natives and Mexicans, were 
co dead in the Streets, Temples, and ſtrong 
buſcs. An Action well-diſpos d, and per- 
umd without any Loſs. on our Side; and, in 
Tmth, it was rather a —— than a 
Mor. ' = 
HERNAN CORTES oration ammediatchotd Va. 
ks Quarters with the Spaniards and Zempoa- | 
ins; and, aſſigning Quarters for the Tlaf- 
alans within the City, order d the Priſoners 
of both Nations to be ſet at Liberty; which 
vere indeed the principal People, whom the 
llaſcalans had preſerved as their moſt valuable vH 
Prize. Cortes firſt order d them to be brought = 
nto his Preſence, and then commanding — i 
the Prieſts ſhould come forth from their Con- i W 
fnements, with the Indian Woman who diſ- 1 
corerd their Deſigns, and the Ambaſſadors of | A 
Hote Suma; he made them a ſhort Diſcourſe, mY 
complaining; © That the People of that City 7 
had obliged him to fo ſevere a Puniſhment” 1 | 
and after repreſenting to them the Crime, and ; 
aſuring all, that he had laid aſide his Diſpleaſure, 1 
and ſatisfy d his juſt Revenge, -he commanded # 1 
a general Pardon to be publiſh'd, without any | 1 
Exception; and made it his Requeſt to the | 
Caziques, That they would endeavour to re- 1 
people the City, by calling back the Fugitives, —_ 
and encouraging thoſe to come forth who were Wl 
conceald, 4, 24 Sn 


TDs: Auen could — e die ve 
at Liberty, knowing with what; Rigour,g 
uſed to treat their own Priſoners; but k 
the Earth in Token of their great /Acknoy 
ledgment, they offer d, with the ms bumb 
Submiſſion, to execute the Orders given then 
The Ambaſſadors endeavour'd to conceal the | 
Confuſion, applauding the Succeſs of that Day 
and Hernan Cortes congratulated them on ti 
fimc, ſuffering Diſſimulation to take Place fe 
the preſent, chat he might keep them fie 
from Suſpicion, and oblige Motezuma, by hi 
outward Shew, to intereſt himſelf in — | 
tiſement of his own Artiſice. 
TE City was in a little Time xepeop led 
for this Demonſtration of ſetting at. Liberty 
the Caziques and Prieſts ſo ſoon, and the great ; 
Praiſes they gave to the Clemency of the SH 
ntardæ after fo juſt a Provocation, was ſuffi. 
cient Aſſurance to the People who were ſcat- 
ter d among the neighbouring Villages. The 
Citizens return d immediately to their Houſes 
_ with their Families, open'd their Shops, ſhewed 
their Wares, and the Tumult was at once con- 
verted into Obedience and Security: An Action 
which did not ſo much ſhew the natural Fa- 
cility with which thoſe Indians ran from one 
Extreme to another, as the great Opinion they 
had of the Spaniards ; for they found in the 
very Juſtification of their Puniſnment ſufficient 
— to be ſecure, on their Amendment. 

-' Tye Day after the Action, Xicotencal atriv' d 


W ith an Army of twenty thouſand Men, which, 
upon 


wn the firſt e from their: People; pres 
ublick- ſent to the Succour of the . 
ds. They had kept their Forces on Foot; 
N bting the Succeſs; and 

r Haniardt experienced the ready A ſſiſtance 
chat Nation. . They halted without the City, 
ere Hernan C ortes viſited and entertained 
hem, with the greateſt Acknowledgments for 
er Care and Zeal to ſerve him; but at the 
ane Time prevaiFd on them to return, telling 
Motencal, and his Captains, That now their 


« of the City; and that having reſolv'd ſhortly 
to march for Mexico, it was not convenient 
to awaken the Power of Moteguma, and 
provoke him to War, by bringing into his 
« Dominions ſo numerous a Body of T. 
calans, declared Enemies of the Mexicans.” 
They made no Objections to theſe Reaſons ; 
on the contrary, they ingenuouſly confeſſed 
and acknowledged that they were juſt, offering 
o have Troops in Readineſs, and to come to 
his Aſliſtance whenſoever Occaſion requir'd. 
Cook TES endeavour'd, before they return'd, 
to reconcile the two Nations of Tlaſcala and 
Cholula. He ſet on foot a Treaty, removed 
the Difficulties, and, as his Authority was now 


it in a few Days; and the Act of Confederacy 
and Alliance between the two Cities and their 
Diſtricts, was celebrated with the Aſſiſtance of 
their Magiſtrates, and the accuſtomed Solem- 


nities and Ceremonics. This was a wiſe Me- 
diation 


upon all Occaſions 


« Aſſiſtance was not neceſſary for the Reduction 


well confirm'd with both Parties, he effected 


7 3 to which bg wks is obliged, for N 


Arm of God throughout the whole Under. 


2 their Treachery was puniſh d. And from 


and Partiality other Caſes are related, with the 


of the Conveniency of opening a Way @...:; 
the. Tlaſcalaus, to ſupply him the more ea 
with ſuch Succours as he ſhould have Occaſi 
for, and likewiſe not to leave this Impedimei .. 
to his Retreat, in caſe the Succeſs Thould bee 
be anfwerable to his Hopes, T 
ITuus happen'd the Chaſtiſement of Coll 


ſo much talked of in the Books of Strange | le 


and in one of our own Authors, who by th 
Means obtain d the miſerable Applauſe of ſec 
ing himſelf quoted againſt his Country. The 
place this Action among the barbarous Crueltic 
related of the Spaniards in the Indies, ani 
enlarge very much upon it, to diſcredit and; 
refloct on the Conqueſt. They would attrilf 
bute all the Glory of our Arms to a covetoul 
Impulſe and Thirſt of Gold, without remem 
bring that we open'd the Way to Religion 
with the concurrent ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the. oh 


taking. They very much lament the Indians, 
treating them as a defenceleſs and ſimple People, 
that their Suffcrings might appear the greater, 
and by a wicked Compaſſion ſhew their Hatred 
and Envy. The Caſe of Cholula needs no 
other Defence than the bare Narration: which 
ſufficiently ſhews the Malice of thoſe Barba 
rians, how well they knew to make uſe both 
of Force and Fraud, and with how much 


ence may be gathcr'd, with how much Paſſion 
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bk Wy Goiqueſt of ico. 349 
je Charge of Horrible — Wee 
Knot ignorant, tliat in ſome Parts of the Indies, 
tions have been ſeen worthy Rep Preben 
red contrary” both to Piety and Reaſon 3 
in what juſt and holy Undertaking, has it 
been neceſſary to paſs by ſome Inconve- 
encics? From what well-diſciplin'd Army 
ud thoſe Abuſes and Diſorders, which the 
Nd calls military Liberty, be intirely ba- 
d? And what Proportion do theſe leſſer 
nvenicncics bear with the principal Point 
he Conqueſt? Thoſe who are envious of 
k Spaniſh Glory, muſt confeſs, that from 
bs Beginning reſulted, and with theſe Inftru- 
nents Was perfected, the Converſion of this 
bay of Gentiles, and ſo great a Part of the 
Vorld, as at this Day, reſtored to their Creator. 
u to think that this Conqueſt of the Indies 
fould not be agreeable to God, and his moſt 
lh Decree, for this or that Crime of the Con- 
gerors, is to confound the Subſtance with Ac- 
adents ; ſince even in the ineffable Work of 
Our Redemprion, there is preſuppoſed {as ne- 
ory for univerſal Salvation) the Malice of 
toſe permitted Sinners, who were the Inſtru- 
nents of working the greateſt Remedy with 
tbe greateſt Iniquity. The Ends of God may 
e known in ſome of his Diſpoſitions, which 


wary along with them the Signals of his Pro- 
dence ; but the Proportion and Suitableneſs 
of the Means by which they are purſucd, is a 
Point reſery'd to his eternal Wiſdom, and fo 
conceal'd from human Knowledge, thar theſe 

partial 
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The Spaniards »arch from Choliila; the) nt 
_ with new Difficulties on the Mounts 
of Chalco:” Motezuma endeavaurs to ff 


. 
. 


. . | J ee . Ria A 4 LI 53-4, + + ADS 6 
em by Means of his Magicians,  - 


"THE Day prefix d for the March was no 


© drawing, ncar, when ſome Zenpaslal 


who ſerv'd in the Army (whether they fear 


the Danger of marching to the Court, of Mi 
teguma, or that the Love of their Count 
weighed more with them than Reputation ej 
ſired Leave to return Home; which Corte 


. * 


granted without Difficulty; thanking them. fo 
the good Services they had done him: And by 
„ — „e | 35 # 1 4g $S,: wt 21 $544 
this Opportunity he ſent ſome Preſchts'to,th{ 
Cazique of Zempoala; recommending 281 
to his Care, thoſe Spaniards. he had-left. i 
his Diſtrict, upon the Confidence repos d ii 
5 TA . 5 „einne 
his Friendſhip and Alliance. He wrote at the 
lame time to un de Eſcalante with particula 
Farneſtneſs, to ſend him ſome Meal, and Wine 
for the Maſs, which began to grow. ſcarce, and 
the Want of which would be a very great Dil- 
wit gl "PROT: TOM WIE 


fort ease and, on all hls — 
gave him a ſhort Account of his Pro- 
es, that he might thereby ncourage him to 
mother the Fortre(s of Vera Cruæ, by ad- 
onal Fortifications; nat ſo much on account 
e Indians, as of what might be {uf 
m Diego Haluſqque g, Whoſo reſtleſs _— 
ded ro 2 Genn Annen BEIN 
jr this Time arrived new:Embaſſadors Gras 
Me guma, | who having been informed of 
at had paſs d at Cholula, was deſirous to 
de away all Suſpicion from the Spaniaris 
his being concern'd in that Affair: Accor- 
luely, theſe Embaſſadors returned Thanks ro 
(tes for chaſtizing that Sedition; vainly en- 
ing upon the Indignation of their King, 
ud branding thoſe: with the Name of Trai- 
ps, who had merited it no other wiſe than 
Obedience to his Commands. This Mei- 
ge was accompanied with a Preſent of equal 
ſdue and Pomp; and by what happened af- 
trwards, it appear d, that the Deſign of it was 
o make Cortes think himſelf ſecure, that ie 
night be the leſs circumſpect in his March, 
nd fall into another — prepared 10 
„ 
IN fine, 1 anten Days stay, ang 
rhich Time they were employ'd in the Man- 
ner we have related, they began their March; 
nd the firſt Night the Army quarteredi in a 
Village in the uriſdiction of Gu4jozingo; to 
which the Chiefs of that Government, and of 
re neighbouring Towns, inumediately-'re- 
paired 
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fk dome — of 25 png Biew ending 
to ſhew the Affection with Which they ee 
pected the Spaniards. Among theſe Peop 
Cortes found the ſame Complaints of Afor 
Suma as in Provinces more remote; nor wash 
forry to ſee thoſe Humours extend ſo nearthi 
Heart, perſuading himſelf, that a Prince coul 
nor be very powerful with ſo many Marks o : 
a Tyrant, who by loſing the Love of hi 
Vaſſals, is ee of the ſureſt Ae of | 
Kings: 3 e . r 


7 — next day they e lei ate ml 
over a very craggy Mountain, which joined Wi "! 
to the Volcano. Cortes matched with Caution, U 


having been adviſed by one of the Caiques 
' Guajozingo at parting, not to confide in the 
Mexicans, who had placed a great Ambuſcade 
on the other Side of the Mountain, and ſtopped | 
up the Royal Road, which goes down from 
the Top tothe Province of Chalco, with great 
Stones and Trees; and had open d and ſmootd W 
at the Beginning another more impract ible Paſ- 

ſage, having farther on in the Deſcent aug 

mented the natural Precipices, with ſome they 
had made, that the Army by degrees might be | 
entangled in Difficulties, and be charged on 
a ſudden, when their Horſes: could not turn 
themſelves, nor the Foot ſtand firm. They 
had rcach'd the Top of the Mountain, (not 
without Fatigue, for it ſnowed and blew hard) 
when in the very higheſt Part, at a little Di- 


ſtance from cach other, they found the two 
Roads 


ns with vi Matks 1 had: been teal 


(the View, and newly made. 
ALTHOUGH Hernan Cortes was highly ins 
led to find the Intelligence of this Piece of 
leachery prove true, he was ſo much Maſter 
{ himſelf, that without ſnewing Reſentment, 
making any Diſturbance, he asked Mote- 
zunas Ambaſſadors, who marched near his 
Man, what thoſe two Roads meant? They 
ufycred, That the beſt was levelled for him 
march : The other ftopt up, as more cragg y 
mn difficult. Cortes replied, without change. 
either Voice or Countenance, Jon ar 
little acquainted, ſaid he, with thoſe of 
m Nation; they will march in this Road 
tat you have ſtopt In for no other Reaſon, 
len its Difficulty For the Spaniards, whens 
ſever they have iti in their Choice, incline 
1 that which is the leaſt eaſy. Then, with- 
ut making any Stop, he commanded his In- 
lan Friends to march foremoſt; and clear 
tie Way; by removing to each Side thoſe Ob-. 
licks to his Paſſage, the Artifice whereof: they: 
hd diſcover'd to Hime This was preſently put 
in Execution, to the great Surprize of the 
Ambaſſadors; Who not ſuſpecting the Strata- 
gem of their Prince to be diſcovered, believed 
ta Piece of Divination, and found Matter 
both of Admiration and Fear in the Gallantry: - 
of his Reſolution. Cortes made this artful 
Uſe of the Notice he had received, to avoid 


the Danger, without loſing his Reputation: 
Vol. TL = | A a Nox 


me ſtopt up, and covered; the other inviting; * 
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Nor did he care to have them think.cha 
giſtruſted Moreznuma but dextrouſly,.dil 
pointed his Stephane without ſeeming 
know 1 it.. a : Vs SR Os "OH: Fl 

3080 ſoon as the Tuditns in Ambufarig 0 
— — to march wide, and ff . 
Jow. the Royal Road, they took it for grant e. 
that they were diſcovered, and began to rei 
in as much: Conſternation and Diſorder, av 
they had been overcome in Battle: So t 
our Any deſcended into the Plain, withq 
Oppoſition: They quartered that Night: 
ſome Houſes. on the Skirts of the Mo 
tain, built for the Entertainment of Mariel 
Merchants, ho frequented» the Fairs of Cl 
 Jula; there they ſecured themſelves wi 
doubled Guards, and ſuch, other Precautio 
as were. neceſſary in a Country where thi 
marched in ſo little Security..ſQ WM 

MorEZZ UMA, in the mean Time, -dif | 
rited by the Difappointments he had mtt wi | 
loſt his Reſolution, and durſt not make uſe 
Force. This want of Courage made bim d 
vout: he was more converſant with his God | 
frequented. their Temples, and redouble&dh 
Sacrifices, till he had ftain'd all their; Alt 
with human Blood: His — 
with his Afflictions; and the contradife 
Anſwers.of his Idols added to his Confaſo! 
and made him entirely diſconſolate: 
thoſe unclean Spirits that ſpoke in them dj 
agreed in their Advice. "Gs bad him ope 
the Gates of the tothe n tha 


— 4 I 


might PE ne all for — Ids 

their being able either to defend themſelves 
to eſcape: Others adviſed, that he ſhould 
ep them at a Diſtance, and without ſuffering 
inſclf-to. be ſeen, endeavour £0: deſtroy them ; 
d tog this Opinion he moſt; inclined : For 
ev as extremely offended at their Preſamprion 
qdeſiring.to-enter his Court againſt his Will: | 
regarded this Obſtinacy of :theixs; in Com 
niit ion to his Orders, as an Invaſion of his 
wer, diſguiſing his Pride under a pretended 
(oncern for the Preſervation of his Authority. 
kt when he underſtood, that the Spaniardt 
ere already arriyed in the Proyince of Calao, 
m that his laſt Ambuſh in the Mountain had 
10 manner of Effect, he grew uneaſie, and 
impatient to the laſt Degree, not knowing 
phat Meaſures to take: And his Counſellors 

kf him in the ſame Uncertainty as his Oracles, 
Ae lat he ſummoned all his Magicians and 
barcerers, whoſe, Profeſſion was much eſteemꝰ d 
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communication with the Devils the want of 
knowledge of the true God giving a Reputa · 
ton of Wiſe to thoſe Men: who were the 
moſt deceived. He: acquainted them what 
Vecahon he had for all their Skill, to check 
tie Progreſs of theſe Strangers, of whoſe De. 
ſens he was fo juſtly jealous. | He commanded 
em to take tlic Field, and put the Spaniards 
to flight, or ſtupif them by the Force of their 
Enchantments, and work ſome extraordinar7 
iſtect, as they had been accuſtomed to do on 

| A2 4 Occaſions 


n that Country, and of whom omany had 


356 Le Hiſtory of the 


whom they ſuppoſed Plagues, Sterility, and 


Occaſions leſs important: If they accompliſ 


this, he promiſed them great Rewards; m1. 

. threaten'd them with Death, if they returh ' 
Into his Preſence without Success. 65 
THIS Order was put in Execution With « 7 


much Zeal, that ſeveral numerous Co 

of Necromancers were aſſembled and ſet * 
againſt the Spaniards, confiding in the Force 
of their Conjurations, and the Power-which 
they believed they had over all Nature. Father 
Foſeph- de Acoſta, and other creditable Au. 
thors report, That when they came tothe 
Road of Chalco, by which the Army was 
marching, and there began their Invocations, 
and drew Circles, the Devil appear'd to them, 
in the Form of one of their Idols, called Tel 
catlepuca, a God malignant and terrible, from 


= tm — = — 2 


m3. 


other Chaſtifements of Heaven to proceed. 
He came like one deſpighted and enraged; and 
with his lowring angry Look, outdid the very 
Fietceneſs expreſs d in the Countenance of the 
Idol. His Garments were girt with a Rope 
of Wicker, which bound his Breaſt in different 
Rounds, either for the better Expreſſion of 
his Anguiſh, or to ſhow, that he was dragg d 
by an inviſible Hand. They proſtrated them- 
ſelves to adore him; and he, without ſhewing 
the leaſt Regard to their Humiliations, imitated 
the Voice as well as he had done the Figure 
of the Idol; and ſpoke to them after this 
Manner: Unhappy Mexicans, the Time is come 


6 a , nin fed . ren Fury} Oy Mus - 


herein your onjurations have ff their 


; Force, 


force, and our Le. 
l Motezuma, 7 


"is are Gfoloed. 


tit you may after a more lively Manner 705 
neſent to him the Dejolation of his Empire; 


City in a dreadful Flame, which leſſening by 


ings untouched. The Magicians returned to 


he Ihre ruma with this Account, which they 
4% BY hoped would be ſufficient to acquit them, 
5, WY rotwithſtanding their Apprehenſions of his 
„ Cruclty. But he was fo aſtoniſhed with the 
- WY )Micnaces of this malignant and calamitous God, 
that he remained ſpeechleſs for a while, like a 


Man in deep Thought; and ſummoning all his 
Spirits to his Support, and from that Inſtant 
lying aſide his native Fierceneſs, he caſt his 
Eyes on the Magicians, and the reſt who were 
preſent : What can we do, (aid he, zf our 
Gods forſake us? Let the S trangers come, 
and the Heavens fall upon us: 7⸗ abſcond, 
or turn our Backs upon Misfortune, would be 
diſonourable. (And a little after he added) 
I only lament the old Men, Women, and 
Children, who cannot defend themſelves. 
And in making this Reflection it was with 
Difficulty that "he with-held his Tears. It 
cannot be denied, but that there was ſome- 
taing very noble in his Reſolution to meet 


that Calamity which he now regarded as in- 


_ - _ evitable z 
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for his Tyranny and 
Cruelty, Heaven hath; ecreed his Nu: 0 2 


turn your Eyes upon that miſerable City, 2 
rudy forſaken by your Gods. Having ſaid this, 
ke diſappeared; and they beheld the whole 


Degrees, at length vaniſh'd, and left the Build · 
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1nd Fre 
rations. for their Reception: And 2 
took hon, to diſcourſe on the Seen 
they had done, and the Pr 

Shi ich Heaven had prepared their N 
Marks they bore of thoſe Oriental eee ; 
miſed to their Anceſtors, and the Def 
_ of their own Gods, who ſeemed to . confels 
themſelves: vanquiſird, and to ab ai 
Dominion of theſe Countries, as Div 
an inferior, Hierarchy. And there wayllil 
cient need of all this Prepoſſeſſion, to mal : 
it poſſible for ſuch aHandfal of Men 
trate (againſt ſuch obſtinate Reſiſtance) 46M 
very Court of a Prince fo potent and abou 
' Whoſe Vaffals were bred up in à P 
Kim, and reverenced him even to le 
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= | Sada is Nephew ' whe ard. rf: "i 
Lezeuco to viſit Cortes in his Quarters 3 
| | F He continues his March, and halts ar 

6 within. the Lake of Mexico. 5 „ 


1 5 RO M the Houſes W the Army qu qua 
ter d on the other Side of the 13 

b © tan, they paſſed the Day following to a ſmall © 

Mlle in the Juriſdiction of Chalco, ſi ituate = 
cn the Royal Road, ſomewhat. more than _ 
| to Leagues from their former Encampment; 5 
vhere the principal Cazique of the Province, ; 
| and others of the Neighbourhood, immediate- 
h arrivd: They brought Preſents, with ſome 

| Proviſions : Cortes entertain d them with great 

ani, and made them Preſents in Return 

© for theirs: But he quickly diſcover'd by their 

& Converſation, that they were very circum- 

ſpect, and cautious of ſpeaking before the 

. Ambaſſadors: For they ſtopped out 

|. of Seaſon, and ſeemed embaraſſed; and even 

n what they ſaid, explain'd what they would 

| conceal. Hernan Cortes took them aſide, 
| and, by the Help of his Interpreters, diſco- 

7 yerd all the Venom of their Hearts. They 
” complain'd immoderately of the Cruelties and 
Tyrannies of Moteguma: They repreſented 4 
© the intolcrable Load of his Impoſts, which ex- Y 
| Kaded even to their Perſons; for he obliged 

| Aa + 3 them _ 
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J. the | Hh K wh 
em to Tone BUS Wages, in his Gar 
dens, and other Works of Vanity : T Rey” add! 
ed with Tears, That they were forced to 75 
2 


their Women as a Tribute fo his 
"and that of his Miniſters,” who choſe a 
rejected them at Pleaſure; nor were thi 
Mother s Arms a Security to her Daughter 
or the Bed of a Husband any Protection i 
his Wife. They repreſented This to Cortes 
as to the Perſon who was to apply a Remedy 
beholding him as aDeity deſcended from Heal 
ven, to exerciſe juriſdiction over Tyrants. Hl 
hearken'd to them with Compaſſion, and en 
deavour d to ſupport them with the Hopes off 
Relief; permitting the Opinion they had en 
tertain'd of him to paſs at that Time without 
undeceiving their Ignorance. He did not wil 
lingly ſuffer his Politics to carry him beyond 3 
the Bounds of Modeſty ; and as little did he 
care to leſſen the advantageous Notion theſe 
Pcople had of him, which he conſider d as 2 
Point of the utmoſt Importance. 95 
HE purſued his March the next Day for four 
Leagues, thro' a more temperate and | lcaſant 
Country, whoſe beautiful Groves and Gardens 
ſpoke the Bounty of Nature, and the Induſtry 
of Art. He made a Halt in Amemeca, where 
he quarter d his Army in a Village tolerably 
well inhabited, built on a Creek of the great 
Lakc, one Half in the Water, and the other 
on firm Land, at the Foot of a little Moun- 
tain, rugged and barren: To this Place reſort- 


ed a great many. Mexicans, with their Arms, 
an 8 | ; an 


32 * 


+—,.-n> a> Pmucxq< *F—y—c 


— oo — 


af. i wMwa, ey - rams. of} > yoog Japo4y -- 


4 >, - 328 8 Sg, by m * 4 y is * 
2 a 3 1 % 
e on On np OS NN OE TU TE 3 8 
_—_ o — py 7 2 1 2 8 n 8 8 * R TS 8 5 « 4 9 
r 2 Ke! r 12? 3 ; T7 F „ 8 8 8 Rs 


'Y | nd pp ow Orogment, 'Y And t. tho” it Was 55 7 
uad at firſt, that Curio ſity only brought them 
jither, their Numbers increas d to ſuch a De: 
re, as to give Umbrage; nor wanted there 
ne Reaſons to create a Jealouſy of their 
eſigns. Cortes had recqurie to ſuch Impreſ- 
„ bns on their Senſes as he thought oper to 
by and affright them; making a Di charge of 
A fone Fire-Arms, and Pieces of Artillery, in the 
r and provoking the Fury of the N 3 
ud the Interpreters repreſented thoſe ſtr 
funds, as the Forerunners of ſome ſiniſter 
gent: By which Means he oblig d them to 
ire to a greater Diſtance from his Quarters 
kfore Night came On. We cannot affirm, 
tat they came with any hoſtile Intentions; ; 
or doth it ſeem likely, that they ſhould un- 
ktake any new Conſpiracy, when Motezu- 
1 was reduc'd to let himſelf be ſeen; tho 
#rerwards the Centinels kill'd ſome 2 
for adyancing too near, with an Appearance 
of reconnoitring the Quarters: And it is poſ- 
ible, that ſome Chief of the Mexicans might 
ad his Troops thither, with a Deſign to ſur- 
prize the Spaniards; as believing it might 
not be diſagreeable to their King, who, they 
mought, Was making a Peace repugnant | to 
his Temper and Intereſt: But this is no more 
than Conjecture; for in the Morning they 
only diſcover d ſome Troops of People with- 
out Arms, who had placed themſelves in the 
Road '1 to ſee the Strangers pals, 
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o March, when four Mes 


fivd-at the Quatters, ich Ne Ne ic . 15 
7 at e Quarters, wi Sti e, that Prince ö 
San n, Nephew to Motezuma, and Ws 
Lord of Teber, was coming to viſit Cor. 
tes on the Part of his Uncle; 3 nor was it Wi 
long before he arrived, accompany'd by a great Wii 
many Nobles, richly adorn d, and bearing the MW ic 
Enſigns of Peace. He was carried on the Wi: 
Shoulders of ſome Indians of his Family, in I, 
a Chair cover 'd with various Feathers, whoſe N 
Colours were diverſify d with Deſign and Pro- 
portion. He was a young Man of about 25 
Years of Age, of an agreeable Preſence. So 
foon as he alighted, ſome of his Servants \ went 
before to fweep the Ground where he was to 
tread, putting back the People on each Side 
with "much Ceremony, which, howſoever ri- 
diculous, carried a Shew of Authority. Cor- 
tes went to receive him as far as the Door of 
his Apartment, having adorg d himſelf as uſual | 
on fuch Occaſions; and, at his Approach, madg 
a profound Reverence: Which the Prince re- 
15 d, touching the Earth, and afterwards his 
Lips with his Right Hand: He took his Place 
with a free eaſy Air, and ſpoke with the Com- 
poſure of a Man, who knew how to look on 
Novelties without Surprize. The Subſtance 
of his Diſcourſe was, in proper Expreſſions, 
0 welcome Cortes, and all the Captains of 
his Army ; to inform him of the amicable 
Diſpoſition with which the great Motezuma 
expetied then, and how much he deſired to 


Nabe fa | 


Mering 
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nt him; ufs Power. 9 ob 75 
abrowvledgo, far ſome N eaſons, auhic 
fould underſtand From hut own Mouth: mo 
hen, by Way of private Diſcourſe, entertain d 
im (as the other Embaſſadors had done be- 
fore) with the Difficulties that oppos d his 
coming to Mexico, pretending that. the Neo- 
pe were much diftreſsd by that Tear's Bar- 
renneſs all over the Cons. ; and telling him 
(as a Point that gave the King much Concern) 
how ill the Spaniards uſt be accommodated, 


where the Inhabitants themſelves wanted 


neceſſary Fubſiftance. To this Cortes reply d, 
(in that myſterious Manner, by which he con- 
llautly maintain d the Reſpect and Awe he had 
imprinted on the People) That the King his 
Mafter, being a Monarch without Equal in 
1 other World where 1 20 JS: * Her had 
ewiſe forme Reaſons Z rt for 
4 5 s Friendſhip to 1 3 Jo 
communicating to him ſeveral Affairs which 
eſentially regarded his Perſon and Dignity, 
and ſuch as would not be n of his 
Acknowledgment : And that for his 2 
Part, he did with a moſt particular Ref} pert 
accept the Liberty he gave him, to deliver 
his Embaſſy, without being the leaft in Pain 
for the preſent Scarcity 7. the UG ountry : 
That the Spaniards requir'd but little Ns: ou- 
gament to ſupport their Vigour, and were 


mnured to ſufer, and even deſpiſe thoſe i: 


Fonve- 


eonbemencies and Fatis 1 which 45 
Men of an inferior Species: "Cacumar il 
laid no more to divert his Reſolution; bur 
ceiv'd- fome ſmall Jewels of an extraordinal 
Glaſs, which Cortes preſented him, with abug 
dance of Joy and \cknowledgment ; acorn 
panying the Army as far as Tezeuco, the 
pital of his Dominion; from whence he pri 
ceeded to Mexico, with the Anſwer to h | 
Embaſſy. N 
Tezenuco was in whole Days one of the great | 
eſt Cities of that Empire: Some ſay twas all 
big as Sevil, and others, that it vied witl 
Mexico itſelf for Grandeur, and pretended | 
(nor without Reaſon) to be ſuperior to it i 
Point of Antiquity. The principal Front off 
the Buildings was extended on the Border of 
2 ſpacious Lake, in a dclightful Situation, 
where the Cauſey of Mexico began: And by 
that Cortes purſu'd his March, without ſtop- 
ing at Tegeuco; for his Intention was to ad- 
vance to Igtacpalapa, three Leagues forward; 
from whence he could with Eaſe the next Day ſ 
enter Mexico in good Time. In this Part the 
Cauſey was about t twenty Foot broad, made of 
Stone and Lime, with ſome Works on the 
Surface : In the Middle of the Way upon the 
ſame Cauſey, there was another Town of about | 
two thouſand Houfes, called Quitlavaca; and 
becauſe it was founded in the Waters, they | 
called it Venuguela, or little Venice. The 
Cazique went out with a great Retinue to re- 


eciyc Cortes, and deſired he would 9 his 
ity 
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| Wi to his Entreaties, for fear of diſobligi 
Win: Beſides that he found his Stay would be 
Advantage in order to the making his Ob- 
wwations; for as he had now a nearer Vit 
f the Danger, he was jealous of their break 


o obſtruct his March. 
FRoM this Place might be ſeen he greateſt 


Pt of the Lake, beautified with various 


vhich ſeem'd to ſwim upon the Watets, Trees 
ad Gardens out of their proper Element; be- 
ſdes a Multitude of Indians, who were 

maching in their Canoes to behold the Spa- 


beautiful, and 4 Novelty e beyond 
mginarion.” 3 $6: 

IE Army was ſuffciently accommodated 
in theſe Quarters; for here the People enter- 
uin d their Gueſts with Civility, and a chear- 
ful Aſpect; and their Politeneſs was a Proof, 
that they liv'd- in the Neighbourhood of Mo- 
uma Court: Bur the Cazique was not able 
to refrain from manifeſting the little Affection 
he bore that Emperor, and that he had the 
me Deſire with the reſt, to. free himſelf 
from the entolerable Yoke of his Government: 
For he encouraged the Soldiers to the Enter- 


_, which he repreſented as very eaſy; and 
told 


(iry that Night with his e chis he did | 
b catneſtly;"and with ſuch an Appearance of - 
Hection, that Cortes judged: it neceflary: to 


| : ng the Cauſey, or nn cape oþ me; e e 
Towns and Cauſeys; Towers and Pinnacles 


WY 14s, and a much greater Number on the 
hetlements of the Houſes; a Sight extremely 
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know. Iths That: the. Can i hence 


Mexico, was more ee oavny bern „. 
tbun cubat they had paſſd a flat th W vc 
nothing :t o :appreb n the: ay, ord ur fr | 14 


the Toms on the Borders of it 
City /of. Ltacpalapa (fhro which LOW | 3 
to hai) —— incliu d, and * 0 
ders:ito receive, and entertain the Spaniudl 
as Friends: And notwithſtanding tie Lor 
of- bf that City was à Relation. of Motezuma 
they had no, Negſon to fear on that Score 
far. ne Prodigiet On Heaven; the od) : | 
fwers of his Graolec, and the [Accounts if 
had :receiv'd' of the; Spaniſh; Arm 's Exploit 
lad render d hum humble and diſpirited] 
for 'which Reaſon they would: m dl 
firous of Peace, and —— .diſpuſed to la 
fer, than provoke. . The Cazique ſpeke Truth. 
but with ſome Mixture of Paſſion, and Flat 1 
tery : Notwithſtanding which, Corte divulg' : 
and; exaggerated. the Account he had given 
among his Soldiers; and it muſt be conſeſſed 
it came in.Scaſoti, that thoſe: bo wert not 
over. forward in the Purſuit of this Entetprize, 
might not be diſoburaged at the great Variety | 
of wonderful Objects, Which: they had, inf 
View, from whence they might form — 
henſions of the Grandeur of the Mex#can 
Court, and the formidable Power of the King: 
But the Cazique's' Intelligence, with the Re- 
flections they made on Mofreznma's Perplex: 


iy, and his want of Spirit, had ſuch an Effect 
at 


ou this Juncure,: that 4 iets Wer 
unſported With Joy, where they: found: Cauſe 
„ Aſtonihment and their Hapes, of Nueces 
gere rais d in Proportion 4 their A. 
PE M4 Learn oj! 1%} oats. 
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n. Army * thes 70 Tarig pills; this make 
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„ or. their 2510 into Meni 
A Deſer onion the Hop in which Mo- 
tezuma dn t rereius. the, Spaniardac 24 
A l 20230 $40 0106 O16 34 Rote 73 is II th 
HE nent Morning, a little after Break 
1 of Day, they — themſelves upon 
the con | Canſey; as well as; it would allaw, 
being in that Part wide enough for''Ejghr 
Horſes , to march in Front. The Armyccon- | 
ited then of about Four Hundred and Fifty 
aniard en and Six Thouſand Indians, Nas 
d calams, Zempoa alans, and other Confederates. 
W They continued their Match (without ati the- 
narkable Adventure) tothe City of Iatacpa 
lipa, Where they intended ro halt; a. Place 
Rr exceeding the reſt, in the Height of its 
Towers, and Manner off Building : "The City 
conſiſted of near Ten Thouſand Houſes, of 
two and three Stories high, Part of which were 
built upon the Lake, but the much greater Patt 
upon the Shore, in a delightful and commo- 
dious Situation. The Lord of this Place went 
| | | out 


our with A eee bassstuethg ng 
and was afliſted on this Occaſion by the Prince 
of Magiſtatzingo and Ciyoatan; which wer 
Towns bokderit>aporrahy Lake: They brought 
three ſeparate Preſents of varibus Erie Fowh 
and other Proviſions, with ſome Pieces of Gold" 
worth near Two Thouſand” Peſos: They pte n 
ſented — together, and made them 
ſelves known, by telling each his Name and. 
Dignity, relying on their Preſents to-ſuppig 
What was wanting in their Words. 
"Tax Entry of the Spaniards into this City 
was welcom d with loud Acclamations of the 
People, whoſe unruly Joy, on that Oeccaſton, 
any 'd the moſt jealous Spirits of their Since- | 
rity: The Lodging of the Spaniards was pre | 
—__ in the Prince's own Palace; where 
were all undet Cover; the reſt in the Court 
and Porches were ſufficiently accommodated 
for one Night, which they had Reaſon te paſs 
without any Apprehenſion of Danger. The 
Palace was large, and well built, With diſtin | 
Apartments both above and bel 8 
_ which were many Chambers, whoſe Roofs wete 
flat, and of Cedar, and not without Furniture; 
for ſome had Cotton Hangings, of various 
colourd Painting, well proportion d. There 
were in Iztacpalapa many Fountains of ſweet || 
and. wholeſome Water, conveyd by ſeveral 
Aqueducts from the neighbouring Mountains, 
and a great Number of Gardens, large and well 
cultivated: Among which there was one far 


lf e en and beautiful than the reſt, * 
| the 
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Odds had for his 6wn Diyerſion? To 
this he carried: Cortes that Evening, with ſome 
if his Captains and Soldiers; as deſirous to 
— nothifig that might entertain his Gueſts, 
MJ id at the ſame Time grafify his own Pride 
ad Vanity. There he had Fruit: Trees diſpoſed | = 
into very large Walks; leaving Roomf6r ſmaller i 
Plants,” and a Parterre with Pivifigiis made of 
Cnes interwoven, and covered with odori- 
frous Herbs; befides ſeveral Squares cultivated 
vi great Induſtry, and adorned with Variety 
of Flowers: In the Middle of the Garden was 
bond of freſh Water of quadrangular Form, 
eucompaſs d with a Wall made of Stone and "nl 
line; with Stairs on all Sides to the Bottom: 


e | vas ſo large, that each Side contained Four 
ey landred paces; and here Fiſnipf the moſt de- 
i WJ late: Kind were bred, and feveral Sorts of 


Vater-Fowl reſorted hither, ſonie known in 
Ewope, and others of beautiful Higure, and 
atraordinary Feathers: A Work well worthy 
Ha Prince, and WHieh belonging to#a Vaſſal 
t Mate uma s, afforded an Idea of tlie greater 
llagnificence of his Sovereign. The Night 
ned very quietly; and the People returned 
vith Pleaſure, arid a frank open Behaviour, to 
e Entertainment of the Spaniards; but it 
vs gbſeryed; they ſpoke here after another 
Manner concerning the Affairs of Morezuma; 
tian the reſt of his Subjects: For they all praiſed 
tis Government, and extolled his Grandeur; 
whether the Honour the Cazique Had of be- 
longing to him, had iraptinted--rhat Idea on 
Vor. I. B b — 


their Minds, 1 . were intimidated | 
the Neighbourhood of the Tyrant. 
TnET had two Leagues of Cen fon 
hence to Mexico, and took the g b 
fore them: For Cortes was deſirous to max 
his Entry, and pay his Compliments to Mord 
Suma in good Time, ſo as to have ſome Pau 
of the Day left to reconnoitre and fottify ig 
Quarters. He continued his March in the aq 
cuſtomed Order, and leaving on the one Sidi 
the City of Magiſcat ing, ſituate on the Wate 
and on the other, that of Cuyocan, upon th 
Cauley, beſides a great many Towns, whiclif 
were ſeen at a Diſtance upon the Lake, they 
diſcovered, as they drew ſomewhat nearer, (and 
not without Admiration) the great City c 
Mexico, elevazed to a vaſt Degree aboyeall the 
teſt, and carrying an Air of Dominion in the 
Pride of her Buildings. They had marched 
little leſs ben half Way, — they were met 
by more then Four Thouſand: Nobles and Off- 
cers of the City, who came to receive them 
and whoſe Compliments delayed their March | 
a conſiderable Time, tho' they. only paid their 
Obey ſance, and then adyanc'd before the Troops 
towards Mexico. In the March, a little before 
the City, Was a Bulwark of Stone, with two 
ſmall Caſtles on the Sides, which took up all 
the Breadth of the Cauſey; the Gates opened 
on another Part of the Cauſey, terminated by a 
Draw-Bridge, which defended the Entrance of 
the City with a ſecond Fortification. As ſoon 
as the Nobles, w ho accompanied them had 


4 8 paſted | 
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{to the other Side of the Bridge, they made 
Lac for the Army to march, falling back 
8 Side; and then there appeated a very 
and ſpacious: Street, with great Houſes 
ormly built; the Windows and Battlements 
xc full of Spectators, but the Street intirely 
And they inform'd Cortes, that it was 
order d, becauſe' Moteguma reſolv d to come 
huſon to receive him, in order to diſtinguiſh 
Win by a particular Mark of Fayour. + 
A ittle after this, appear'd the firſt Troop 
Ache Royal Retinue, which conſiſted of about 
yo Hundred Noblemen of Motegumas Fa- 
mh,cloathed in one Livery, with great Plumes 
(Fathers, alike in Faſhion and Colour. They 
aue in two Files, with remarkable Silence 
a! Compoſure, bare-footed, without lifting 
tir Eyes from the Ground, in Manner of a 
boeeſlion. So ſoon as they approached the 
hard, they fell back on each Side, in the 
ne Order with the reſt; and then there ap- 
jared afar off, a larger Company, better 
irſed, and of greater Dignity; in the midſt 
Arhich was Motezuma, carried upon the 
wulders of his Favourites, in a Chair of bur- 
hd Gold, which glitter d thro' the various 
Works of Feathers, placed in handſome Pro- 
ation about it; the nice Diſtribution of which 
n ſome meaſure, ſeemed to outvie the C Coſt | 
ofthe Metal. Four Perſons of great Diſtinction 
vlowed his Chair, holding over him a Ca- 
nopy, made of interwoven green Feathers, ſo 
put together, that they form'd a Kind of Web; 
| B b 2 W ith 


ws - The Hiſtory of t 
with. ſome Ornaments of Silver: A little "| 
fore him went three Officers, with gold 
| Rods in their Hands, which they lifted up 
high from time to time, as a Signal of t 
King's Approach; that all might proſtrate the 
ſelves before him, and not preſume to loc 
up, which was an Irreverence puniſhed as 8 
crilege. Cortes diſmounted before he can 
up with him, and Mote uma at the ſame Tin 
alighted from his Chair: Some Indiuns we 
before ſpreading Carpets, that his Feet mig 
not touch the Ground, which, in their Opinio 
was unworthy of the Honour. N 
HE came forward to the Ceremony ok 
flow ſolemn Pace; leaning with his Hands « 
the Arms of the Princes of Igætacpalapa a 
Tezenco, his Couſins, and advanced ſome Step 
to receive Cortes. He was of a good Preſence 
about Forty Ycars of Age, of a middle Stature 
and a Conſtitution rather delicate than ſtrong 
his Noſe wes aquiline, and he had a aire 
Complexion than the generality of the Indians 


his Hair came juſt below his Ears, his Eye, 


were lively, his Look majeſtick and chouphetal 


For his Apparel, he wore a. Mantle of thi 


fineſt Cotton, tied careleſsly on his Shoulders 
covering the greateſt Part of his Body, wit 
the End trailing on the Ground, adorned wit 
different. Jewels of Gold, Pearls, and preciou: 
Stones, in ſuch Number that they ſeem'd ra 
ther a Weight than an Ornament. His Crown 
was a Mitre, of light Gold, ending in a Poin 


before; the hinder Part Was made ä 
| n 
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ttle Hu his Feet he wore Shoes of hammered Gold, 
goldWioſe Straps, ftudded with the ſame, bound 
| up em to his Feet, and came round Part of his 
of ti, like the Roman military Sandals. 
Cox r Es advanc'd with all becoming Haſte, 
o jo i made a profound Reverence; which Mote- 
una anſwered, by laying his Hand upon the 
round, and raiſing it afterwards to his Lips: A 
cvand unheard- of Condeſcenſion among thoſe 
Princes, but much more ſo in Moteguma, who 
would ſcarcely bend his Neck to his Gods, and 
feted an Exceſs of Pride, which, it may be, 
e knew not how to diſtinguiſh from Majeſty. 
Thicke Demonſtrations of Reſpect, and his going 
tin Perſon to receive Cortes, occaſion d great 
Aimiration among the Indians, and added to 
leit Eſteem of the Spaniards; for they could 
nt be perſuaded, but that the King had well 
turd cnſidered what he did, ſubmitting their own 
leſon to his with an implicit Reſignation. 
(ries had put upon his Coat of Mail, a Chain 


ans WM Glaſs, curiouſly ſet together, in imitation of 
Eye bzmonds and Emeralds, which he had re- 
ful ſned as a Preſent for the firſt Audience; and 
the bing cloſe to Mote guma, he threw it about 


is Neck. The two Princes who ſupported 
im, would have ſtopped Cortes, with ſome 


vit knotion letting him underſtand, that it was 

ioußß wt lawful to approach fo ncar the Perſon of 

ra le King: But he reprimanded them, and was 

ll © vell pleaſed with the Preſent, that he placed 

cf mong his Jewels, as a Thing of ineſtimable 

7 Yaue ; and to return his Acknowledgment in 
% | 
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a Manner remarkably generous, While 3 t 
reſt of the Officers came up to be preſent, 
he ordered a Collar to be brought, the rich 
Piece he had among his Jewels. It was 
Crimſon Shells, extremely valued in that Cou 
try, ſet together with ſuch Art, that at eie 
one of them hung four Crabs of Gold, ve 
much to the Life; ; and he himſelf put it 
- Cortes's Neck; a Fayour which occaſionec 
ſecond Wonder among the Mexicans. T 

Speech of Cortes was ſhort, and fitted to tl 
Occaſion: Motezuma's Anſwer was likewi 
in few Words, diſcreet and decent: He imm 
diately commanded one of the two Princ 
who went by his Side, to conduct and acconii 
pany Hernan Cortes to his Lodging; and lea 
ing on the other, went to his Chair, and r 
turned to his Palace with the ſame Iamp an 
Gravity. 

THE Entry of the Spaniards into Mexi 1 
was on the Eighth of Nov. in the Year 151 1 
the Day of the four crowned Martyrs. I 
Lodging provided for them was one by th; 
Royal Houſes, built by Axayaca, t the Fatha 
of Motezuma : In Largenefs it vied with ti 
199 7 Palace of the Mexican Emperors, an 

ad the Appearance of a Fortreſs, thick Stongl 
Walls, and ſome Towers upon the, Flank 
which made the Defence of it eaſy; it con 
tained all the Army, and the firſt Care one 
Cortes was to view every Part of it for th 
better Diſtribution of his Guards, and Lodgmeni 


of his Artillery, and to ſecure his _ - 
on 
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hile me Chambers deſigned for the ſuperior Offi- 
cents were furniſhd — Cotton Hangings of 
e rich ious Colours, which was the chief Part of 
Was Wiicir Manufacture, m more or leſs fine: The Chairs 
t Co re of Wood, all of one Piece: The Bed- 
t ee ads had Curtains like Pavilions; but the 
d, „ buoms of the Beds were of Palm-Mats, and 
it it Ne olſters of the ſame rolled up. The greateſt 
one races there had no better Beds, neither did 
IIe People much conſult their Eaſc 3 for living 
to ti (ccording to the Rules of Nature, they were 
kewM antent with what was neceſſary: And we 
imm iow not whether this Ignorance of Super- 
rind futy in thoſe Barbarians might not be call'd 
co re | 0 

leaf 8 8 — 
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exial Wotezuma comes the ſame Day in the Even- 
9 | mg to viſit Cortes at his Lodging ; 3 the 
7 | Speech the made before he heard the Em- 
thel . And the Anſwer of Cortes. 


T was but little paſt Mid-day when the 
Spaniards enter'd the Houſe appointed for 
their Lodging, where they found a ſplendid 
banquet prepar'd for Cortes, and the Captains 
of his Army; and great Abundance of Pro- 
viſions leſs 4 for the Soldiers, with many 
Indian Servants, who ſcry'd them with Meat 
and Drink, in profound Silence, and exact Or- 

B b 4. _— 


_— * 
2 => + > ot Moe 
= IEP n 0 

. FS 


376 The Hiſtory of the 


der. In the Evening came Motesuma, wii 
the fame Pomp and Attendance as before, to 
viſtt Cortes; of which being advertisd, he 
went out to receive him in the principal Square 
of the Houle, with all the Reſpect due for 
ſuch a Favour. He accompanied him as far as 
the Door of his Apartment, where he made 
him a profound Reverence: Moteziinia pak'd 
by him, and took his Seat with an Ait of Neg. 
ligence and Majeſty : He preſently commanded 
a Chair to be brought for Cortes; and made 
a Signal to the Cavaliers who attended him, 
to retire to the Wall. Cortes did the ame to 
his Officers: The Interpreters came, and when 
Cortes was preparing to begin Bir Speech, 
Motezuma ſtopp'd him, and ſignified, that he 
had ſomewhat to ſay before he gave him Au- 
dience; and Authors report, that he poke 1 in 
the following Manner : 
*© Before you deliver the Emballh: of the 
* Great Prince who ſent you, illuftrjous Cap- 
ce tain, and valiant Stranger, both you and! 
« muſt paſs by, and bury in Oblivion, what 
« Fame hath publiſh'd of our Perſons and 
Conduct, abuſing our Ears with idle Ru- 
c mours, which prepolleſs us againſt Truth, 
<- and render her obſcure, either by Flattery, 
6 or Reproach. In ſome Places you have been 
c told, That I am one of the immortal Gods; 
«© my Power and my Perſon have been ex- 
« alted to the Heavens: In others, that the 
< Buſineſs of Fortune is to enrich me; that 
* the Walls and Covering s of my Palace arc 
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« all Gold, and that the Earth groans beneati 
« the Weight of my Treaſure: In others, that 

am a Tyrant, cruel, and proud, abhorring 
« Juſtice, and a Stranger to Mercy. But both 
« the one and the other have equally impos'd 
upon. you by their Exaggerations : And that 
« you may not imagine me a God, but be 
« ſenſible of the Folly of thoſe who ſuppoſe 
me to be ſo, this Part of my Body (faid he, 

« uncovering his - Arm) will undeceive you 
« and prove that you talk to a Mortal, of the 
« ſame Species with the reſt of Men; but 
more noble, and more powerful. My 
« Riches, I deny not, are great ; but the Ac- 
« count of my Vaſtals makes them much 
« greater than they are. This Houſe, where- 
« in you lodge, is one of my Palaces: Be- 
hold the Walls made of Stone and Lime, 
« ordinary Materials, which owe their Value 
«to Art: And now, from both theſe In- 


. « ſtances, judge how likely it is, that my Ty- 


« rannies have been magnified in the ſame 
« Manner. Suſpend your Judgment at leaſt, 


4 till you enter into my Reaſons ; and lay no 


« Streſs on the Accuſations brought againſt me 
by my rebellious Subjects, till you have firſt 
« inform'd yourſelf, whether that which they 
* call Oppreſſion be not Chaſtiſement; and 
* whether they can complain of my Severity 
without having deſerv'd it. 
« After the ſame Manner have we receiv'd 

* various Informations of your Nature and 
f Actions: Some have faid, that you are Gods; 
s that 
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4 that the wild Beaſts obey you; that you ging 
«the Thunder in your Hands, and command 
_ © the Elements: Others have reported that 

< you are wicked, revengeful, proud, Slaves 
4e to your Vices, and tranſported with an in- 
ec ſatiable Thirſt of the Gold which our Coug. 
try produces. But now I ſee you are of the 
*« fame Compoſition and Form with the reſ 
4 of Men; tho you are diſtinguiſh'd from ys 
4 by fome Accidents, which the Difference of 
Countries occaſions among Mortals. Theſe 
« Beafts which obey you, I find are large Deer, 
« which you have tamed, and bred up in ſuch 
cc imperfect Knowledge, as may be attain d to 
ec by the Inſtint of Animals. Your Arms, 
< which reſemble Lightning, I conceive to 
tc be Barrels of unknown Metal; whoſe Effect 
< like that of our Sarbacans, proceeds from 
Air compreſs'd, which ſtrives for a Vent, 
« and forces its Way thro' all Impediments : 
The Fire, which your Barrels diſcharge with 
« greater Noiſe, is ſome Secret more than na- 
e tural of that Science, which our Magicians 
4 underftand. For the reſt, which has been 
ce related of your Proceedings, I find likewiſe, 
& according to the Obſeryation of my Em- 
5 baſſadors and Servants, that you are. cour- 
cc teous, and religious; that your Reſent- 
*© ments are founded on Reaſon: Hardſhips 
ce you bear chearfully; and, among your other 
& Virtues, diſcover Liberality, which rarely 
4 accompanies a covetous Mind. So that we 


c muſt on both Sides forget all paſt Informa- 
| os tions, 


6 tions, = be thankful to our 2 for . un- 
« decciving our Imaginations: Which taking 
« for granted, I would have you underſtand, 
a before you begin your Diſcourſe, that we 
are not ignorant, or ſtand in nced of your 
be perſuaſions, to believe, that the Great Prince 
« you obey, is deſcended from our ancient 

Que ⁊alcoal, Lord of the Seven. Caves of 
« the N. avatlaques, and lawful King of thoſe 
« Seven Nations, which -gave Beginning to 
« the Mexican Empire. By one of his Pro- 
phecies, which we reverence as an infallible 
« Truth, and by a Tradition of many Ages, 


1 to 4 preſerv d in our Annals, we know, that he 
ms, « departed from theſe Countries to conquer 
to WM. © new Regions in the Eaſt; leaving a Pro- 
ct WM © miſc, that in Proceſs of Time, his Deſcen- 
IM « dants ſhould return to model our Laws, and 


« amend our Government. And, becauſe the 
Marks you carry agree with this Prophecy, 
« and the Prince of the Eaſt, who ſends you, 
* manifeſts in your very Actions, the Great- 
« neſs of ſo illuſtrious a Progenitor, we have 
already determin d, that all Things ſhall be 
« done for his Honour, to the utmoſt of our 
Ability; of which I have thought fit to ad- 
vertiſe you, that without any Conſtraint you 
* may declare what you have to propoſe, and 
attribute to ſo noble a Cauſe, this Exceſs of 
% my Goodneſs.” Motezuma in this manner 
ended the Diſcourſe, which he had calculated 
to prepoſleſs the 5; paniards with an Opinion of 
his Integrity, and which he deliver d in a "my 
O 


ent Ground to Cortes (without diſputing tie 


— 


* bels, or Flatterers: We are come into your 


bliſſrd in the Minds of the Indians) to anſwer 


« ſcend to hearken to our Embaſly, and the 


cc which diſcovers the different Colours of Di- 


« without any Neceſli ity of being convinc'd by 
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of Majeſty: The Subſtance of it gave ſuffici 


Inuſions which he found ſo univerſally. efta- 


in theſe or the like Terme: 
4 SIR, After rendering Thanks for the « ex- 
e treme Goodneſs with which you conde- 


te ſuperior Knowledge which you employ in 
* Our Fayour, by contemning (to our great Ad- 
ec vantage) the Mifrepreſentations of common 
« Fame, I muft likewiſe acquaint you, that 
« your Embaſfadors have been receivd by us 
« with that Reſpect and Veneration which is 
e agrecablc to your Greatneſs, Much we have 
heard concerning you in theſe Countries, 
c under your own Dominion; ſome vilifying 
« your Actions, others placing you among the 
« Gods: But this Way of exaggerating is pre- 
£ judicial to the Truth; for as the Voice of 
C Man is the Trumpet of Fame, ſo is it influ- 
ce enc'd by his Paſſions; and theſe either do 
c not underſtand Things as they are, or do not 
ce relate them as they are underſtood. The 
& JIpanzards, Sir, have that penetrating View, 


« courfe, and in them the Deceit of the Heart. 
„ have given no Credit either to your Re- 


cc Preſence, with certain Aſſurance of your be- 
&-ing a great Prince, and a Friend to Reaſon, 


= our Senſcs that you are mortal. We He. 
'« Aras 
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4 „ alfo' are mortal, but more valiant; 
and of greater Underſtanding than your Vaſ 
fals, born in a Climate of more powerful 
Influences than yours: The. Beaſts which 
obey us, are not like your Deer, but of a 
Kind more fierce and generous; Brutes in- 
„clind to War, and which know how to 
« apire with a fort of Ambition, to the Glory 
a of their Maſters. - Our: Fire-Arms are the 
Effect of human Induſtry, without owing 

any Part of their Production to the Skill of 
* Magicians; a Science abominable among us, 
and more contemned than Ignorance itſclf. 
© I thought it my Duty to eſtabliſh theſe Prin- 

a ciples, that I might the better comply with 
the Commands you have laid upon me. I 

am now to acquaint you, with all due Re- 
yerence to your Majeſty, that I come as Em- 
baſſador from the moſt powerful Monarch 
* the Sun ſhines on from his firſt Riſing: He 


deſires to be your Friend and Confederate, 
not by Virtue. of thoſe ancient Rights, which 
you have declar'd, nor for any other Reaſon, 

than to open a Communication between the 
* two Monarchies, that by this Means he may 
have the Pleaſure to free you from your Er- 


„ rors. And tho he might (according to the 
Tradition of your own Hiſtories) pretend to 


be more abſolute in theſe Dominions, he 


only deſires to make uſe of his Authority, 
* to gain your Credit in Things entirely for 
« your own Advantage; and to inform you, 
Sir, and you, Mexicans, who hear me, that 
you 


ittory of the 
ory © you live in Error, with regard to the Nell. 
ce gion you profeſs; adoring inſenſible Pieces 
ce of Wood, the Work of your 'owti Hand; 
cc and Fancies: Foraſmuch as there is but one 
ec true God, the eternal Cauſe of all Thi 
ec ithout Beginning or Ending; whoſe inf. 
«nite Power created out of Nothing the won. 
« qerful Fabrick of the Heavens, the Sun 
ce which enlightens us, the Earth which ſuſtains 
*. us, and the firſt Man from whom we all 
<, proceed, under equal Obligation to acknow. 
<« ledge and adore our Firſt Cauſe. This very 
ec Obligation is imprinted in your Souls, of 
< whoſe. Immortality you ate not ignotant ; 
ce but which nevertheleſs you debaſe and de- 
ce ſtroy, by paying Adoration to Devils, un- 
ce clean Spirits, Creatures of the ſame God, 
* who for Ingratitude and Rebellion are caſt 
< jnto ſubterranean Fires, of which you have 
ce ſome imperfect Image in your Volcanos. 
< Theſe, who thro' their Envy and Wicked 
cc neſs, are mortal Enemies to Mankind, en- 
« deayour your Perdition, by cauſing them- 
ce ſelves to be ador'd in your abominable1dols : 
«© Theirs is the Voice you ſometimes hear in 
e the Anſwers of your Oracles; theirs the Il- 
ce juſions which impoſe on your Reaſon the 
« Errors of Imagination. I am ſenſible, Sir, 
<« that ſuch high Myſteries are not to be ex- 
< plain d at this preſent juncture: But the 
King, whoſe ancient Superiority you ac- 
* knowledge, exhorts you to hear me on this 


— e with an unprejudiced Mind, that 
cc you i 
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jou may taſte. of that Repoſe which y, 
Spirit will find in Truth, and be ſenſible 
how often you have reſiſted narural Reaſon, 
vhich has afforded you Light ſufficient ts 
diſcover your Errors. This is the firſt Thing 
which the King my Maſter deſires of your 
Majeſty, and the chief Propoſal J have to 
make to you, as the moſt effectual Means to 
« abliſh with a laſting Amity the Confede 
"ncy of the two Crowns on the ſolid Foun- 
„dation of Religion, which uniting us in 
principles, may introduce and fix a yoluns 
ry Friendſhip in our Minds. Thus did 
Hman Cortes endeayour to maintain, in 
Mitezuma's Belief, the Reputation of his 
forces, without departing from the Truth; 
nking a dexterous Uſe of the Original they 
tad beſtow'd on his King; and not contradict- 
g what they imagin'd, that he might give the 
geater Authority to his Embaſſy. But Moze- 
uma heard the Point of Religion without 
ny Mark of Conviction; continuing ſuperſti- 
ouſly obſtinate in his Pagan Errors: And riſing 
tom his Seat, I do accept (ſaid he) with all 
* Acknowledgment, the Confederacy and 
* Friendſhip you propoſe from the great De- 
© ſcendant of Quegalcoal; but all Gods are 
good, and yours may be what you ſay, wick · 
out Offence to mine. Repoſe yourſelves 
now; you are in your own Houſe, where 
* you ſhall be ſery'd with all the Regard that 
* is due to your Valour, and to the great Prince 
" whoſends you.” He then immediately gave 
Orders 


| Orders Fo ome: Indians attend. ing en 
to enter, and before he went away, preſent 
Hernan Cortes with ſeveral Pieces of Go. 
a Quantity of Cotton Robes, and ſeveral C 
rioſities of Feathers; a conſiderable Gift bo 
for the Value and Manner. He diſtributed 
the ſame Time ſome Jewels and Things 
the like Kind among the Spaniards w 
| were preſent, without ſeeming to think 
laid them under any Obligation, and' 

with a chearful Generoſity: He beheld Cott] 
and his Soldiers with a ſort of Satisfactio 
in which one might perceive, the Diſquiet l 
had lain under hefores in the ſame mann 
as a Man ſhews how far his Fears have prevail 
over him, by the Joy he diſcovers in n bein q 
delivered from them. | : 


CHAP. XIL 


Cortes viſits Motezuma in his Palace; tid . 

; Greatneſs and Furniture of it are deſcribed 
An Account of what pr bg in that Confe- 
rence, and in others which they had «Wi 
| terwards upon the & ubject F Religion. 


T HE followin g Day Hernan. Cortes de. 1 
ſired an Audience, which was granted 
with ſuch Readineſs, that the ſame Perſons} 
who were to accompany him, returned with 


the Anſwer: Theſe were l appointed 
to 
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with attend Embaſſadors, as Maſters of the Cere- 
reſentFWponies of that Country. The General put on 
f Go ay Habit, without quitting his Arms (for 


ral had a mind to be introduced in his mili- 


ft bor) Dreſs) ; and carried with him the Captains 
uted Nero de Alvarado, Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
gs un Velaſquez de Leon, and Diego de Or- 
1 4s, with fix gr ſeven favourite Soldiers; 
mong whom was Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, 


norder to compile a Hiſtory Z 
THE Streets were all filled with an innume- 
ble Concourſe of People, who crowded to 
hold the Spaniards, but yet without hinder- 
ug their Paſſage; and among their Compli- 
neats and Acclamations, the Word Teule 
vs often diſtinguiſhed, which in their Lan- 
auge ſignifies a God: A word, the Importance 
vhercof was underſtood; and which had no 
Il Sound in the Ears of thoſe who founded 
ut of their Courage on the Reſpect that was 
jd them. | | | 
AT a conſiderable Diſtance appeared the 
Mace of Moteguma, which ſufficiently ſhewed 
ne great Magnificence of their Kings: The. 
tle was ſo very large, that it opened with 
W [licty Gates, to as many different Streets: 
he principal Front took up one whole Side 
W 0 2 very ſpacious Parade, and was of Jaſper, 
back, red, and white, well poliſhed and skill- 
fully placed: Over the Gate in a large Shield, 
vere ſeen the Arms of Moteguma, a Griffin, 
lalf Eagle, and half Lion, with the Wings ex- 


o had already begun to make Obſervations, 


Vot. Ce tended 


* . f 3 EIS R 2 * CD. 1 e R * * " . 
«Rs 7s n 8 N 5 n \ : . ty { „ : I 
» 755 ö 2 n 8 * * YA * * * : > > . P ah 
2 2 9 - 6: Wh n 8 >. . «34 * 1 » * * a F 
P by N * : , © 
4 4 ; Y 5 l 
C HS * * F . . . vat 4 " , 7 5 
5 F 2 
- — os ' L » 

* x \ 

5 * e 8 ? * » * * * 1 
* ; n „ * % , : 
„ * * * 5 x v , 
# »* | , „ | | : 

* N * 7 5 : 5 
* . * —— 

1 Py ' 

1 
= 

* 
o 


| tended for Flight, and a Tyger in his Talons. 
Some maintain, that this Griffin was an Eagle, 
becauſe there were no Grithns in that Country, 
as if there. were Reaſon to believe, that other 
Parts of the World produc'd them; whereas 
Naturaliſts place them in the Number of fi 
bulous Birds; and we ſhall rather chuſe to 
ſuppoſe theſe ſort of Monſters the Production 
of Fancy, by a Liberty allowed to Poets and 
Painters. | 6: 58g 

As they approached the principal Gate, the 
Officers of Moteguma, who accompanied 
Cortes, walked up to one Side of it; and then 
retiring with a ſhew of ſome Myſtery: in their 
Motions, formed a Semi-circle, that they 
might enter the Gate by two and two: A cu- 
ſtomary Ceremony; for they thought it an 
Irreverence to enter the Royal Palace in a] 
Crowd; and by their ſtepping back, they 
ſhewed how much they fearcd to tread ſo ſacred 
a Place. After having pafled three Squares, 
built and adorned in the ſame manner as the 
Front of the Palace, they came to Motezuma's i 
Apartment, where they equally admired the 
Largeneſs of the Rooms, and the Furniture: 
The Floors were covered with Mats of diffe- 
rent Work; the Walls with Hangings of Cot- 
ton, and Furrs of Rabbits inter woven; and the 
innermoſt Room with Hangings of Feathers, 
both the one and the other beautified with 
| lively Colours, and various Figures. The Roots ; 
were of Cypreſs, Cedar, and other odoriferous 
Woods, with different Foliages and Relievos : N 
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and in this Building it was remarkable, that 
without having found the Uſe of Nails, they 
formed large Ceilings, fixing the Timber- 
Work and Planks in ſuch manner, as to make 
them ſuſtain one another. 

In each of theſe ſpacious Rooms, there Was 
a great Number of Officers of different Rank, 
who kept the Entrance according to their 
Quality and Office: And at the Door of the 
Anti-Chamber waited the Nobility and Ma- 
giſtrates, who received Cortes with much Ci- 
vility z but made him ſtop till they had taken 
off their Shoes, and the coſtly Cloaths with 
which they were adorned, and put on others of 
leſs Finery : For it was thought a great Inde- 
cency among theſe People, to appear in their 
richeſt Habits before the King. The Spaniards 
obſerved every thing; every thing was new 
to them; and every thing imprinted a Reſpect; 
the Greatneſs of the Palace, the Ceremonies, 
the Attendants, and even the profound-Silence 
of fo numerous a Train bf Domeſticks. 

MoTEZUMA was ſtanding with all his 
Enfigns of Royalty about him, and advanced 
ſme Steps to reccive Cortes; who approach- 
ing with a low Bow, he laid his Arms upon 
his Shoulders, and then ſaluted the reſt of the 
Haniards who waited on him by an oblige- 
ing Look: Then ſeating himſelf, he com- 
manded Cortes to ſit, and all thoſe who came 
with him, without ſuffering any Excuſe. The 
Viſit was long, and the Converſation familiar. 
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The Emperor asked Cortes ſeveral. Queſtions 
concerning the Nature and Politicks gf 
the Eaſtern Countries: Approving what he 
thought right; and letting him ſee, that where 
he doubted, he knew how to ſupport his Ob 
jections by proper Arguments. Then he touchd 
upon the Dependency and Obligations of the 
Mexicans to the Deſcendant of their fir 
King: And expreſſed his particular Satisfaction, 
that the Prophecy concerning the Strangers, 
who had been promiſed to his Anceſtors ſo 
many Ages paſt, was complcated in his Time: 
And if he ſpoke not with Sincerity, he un- 
derſtood very well how to hide his Thoughts. 
And tho' this was a Notion, vain and deſpi- 
cable in its Original and Circumſtances, yet 
it was of great Importance to the Spaniards 
upon this Occaſion ; for by the Help of it they 
found the Way open for their Entrance. Thus 
many Times from Things trivial in their Be- 
ginning, proceed Conſequences of the greateſt 
Importance. Hernan Cortes dextrouſly led him 
to the Topic of Religion; enlarging (among | 
other Things he told him of his Country) upon 
the Rites and Cuſtoms of the Chriſtians, to 
the end that the Vices and Abominations of 
his Idolatry might appear the more deteſtable 
by ſuch a Contraſt. He made uſe of this Op- 
Portunity, to exclaim againſt Sacrifices. of hu- 
man Blood, and to ſhew how horrible and 
«contrary to Nature it was, to eat the Men they 
ſacrificed: A brutiſh Cuſtom prevailing — this 
Bret | | | ourt, 
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Court, proporionably to the vaſt Number of 
Gacrifices which aggravated the Crime of 
Cluttony. | 

THis Conference was not altogether uſeleſs; * 
for Morezuma yielding in ſome degree to 
the Force of Reaſon, baniſhed from his Table 
all Diſhes of human Fleſh; but did not dare 
l at once to forbid his Subjects the Uſe of it. 
Nor was he convinced as to the Point of Sa- 
cifices: Saying, It was no Cruelty to offer to 
lis Gods, Priſoners of War, already con- 
demn'd to die; nor did he think it reaſonable 
i extend the Denomination of N. erghbour to 
Enemies. 

HE gave but ſmall Hopes of his Converſion; 
tho' Hernan Cortes, and Father Bartholome 
de Olmedo, endeavoured ſeveral times to lead 
him into the Way of Truth. He had Capacity 
enough to comprehend ſome Advantages of the 
Catholick Religion, and not entirely to over- 
look the Abuſes of his own; but he preſently 
returned to his old Theme, That his Gods 
were good in that Country, as the Chriſtian 
C was in theirs: And he was obliged to 
put a Force on himſelf to conceal his Anger, 
vhen the Argument was preſs d too hard againſt 
him. He was much diſturbed within himſelf 
t theſe Conferences; for on the one hand he 
endeavoured to oblige: the Spaniards, by a 
Complaiſance which hardly became his Dig- 
nity z and on the other was preſs'd by a ne- 
ceſſary Affectation of Religion, which had ac- 
quired, and, as he believed, preferved his 
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Crown: This made him apprehend the Con. 


tempt of his Vaſlals, in caſe they ſhould find 
him leſs zealous than formerly for the Wor. 


ſhip of his Gods: A miſerable Policy, and pro- 


per to Tyrants; to command with Pride, and 
reflect with a (laviſh Fear! 

HE made ſuch an Oſtentation of his Gbſti. 
nacy, that in a very few Days, taking Hernan 
Cortes, and Father Bartholome, with ſome Cap- 
tains and particular Soldiers along with him, 
to ſec the Grandeur of his Court, he refoly'd, 


upon a Principle of Vanity, to new them the 


greater Magnificence of his Temples. He com- 
manded them to ſtop a little at the Entrance, 
and went forward himſelf to conſult the Prieſts, 


Whether it were lawful for him to bring into 


the Preſence of his Gods, thoſe who refus'd to 
adore them? It was concluded, that they might 
enter; but that he ſhould firſt admoniſh them 
to behave themſelves with Reſpect: And two 
or three of the moſt antient Prieſts went out 
with the Permiſſion and the Requeſt. Imme- 
diately all the Gates of this ſpacious Edifice 
were opened; and Moteguma took upon him- 
ſelf to explain all the ſecret Places of Worſhip, 
the Uſe of the Veſſels, and other Inſtruments 
and Images of the Temple, with ſo much Ce- 
remony and Reverence, that the Spaniards 
could not refrain from Laughter, which he did 
not ſcem to take Notice of; but turned and 
looked upon them, as deſiring to keep them 
within Bounds. Here Hernan Cortes ſuffering | 


_ himſelf to be tranſported with the Zeal which 


byrat 


burnt within his Breaſt, addreſſed himſelf to 


Devil, aad you ſhall fee whether they deſerye 
Adoration or Contempt. At the heating of 
this Propoſition, rhe Prieſts grew enraged, and 


fuſion and Perplexity ; wanting Patience to bear 
it, and Reſolution to ſhew his Diſpleaſure : But 
recollecting himſelf, and endeavouring to hide 
his Reſentments; Jou might at leaſt (ſaid he 
to the Spaniards) have ſhewed this Place the 


immediately went out of the Temple, that they 
might do the ſame; but ſtopp'd on the Threſhold, 
and added, with fomewhat more of Calmneſs, 
Tou may return to your Houſe, my Friends ; 
for I ſhall remain here to ask Pardon of my 
Gods, for having ſuffered you to proceed thus 
far. In this Manner he diſengag'd himſelf from 
the Perplexity he was in, with few Words, but 
' worthy of Regard; as informing them of his 
| Reſolution, and how hard a Task he found it 
to command his Temper. 

 FroM this, and other Experiments of the 
ſame Kind, Cortes took a Reſolution (with 
the Advice of Father Bartholome de Olmedo, 


e. 
ir and the Licentiate Juan Diaz) not to talk 
d any more then on the Subject of Religion, 
d which only ſeemed to provoke and harden the 


they obtained his Leave, to worſhip God in 
Publicx; and he himſelf ſent his Maſtes- 
Cc 4 Builders 
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Mote uma, and ſaid, Permit me, Sir, to fix 
the Croſs of Chriſt before theſe Images of the . 


Motegumà found himſelf in the greateſt Con- 


Reſpect you owe to my Perſon. On which he 


Heart of Moteguma; but at the ſame Time, 
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| Builders to erect a Chapel at his own] xpenel| 
agcording to the DireQion of Cortes. So * 
did he deſire to be left in the quiet Pole lon, 
ef his Errors! The Spaniards preſently viel 
one of the principal Rooms of the Palace: 
- mwhite-waſhed it, and raiſed an Altar; and 
the Front, upon Steps richly adorned,. Wl 
placed the Image of our Lady, and fixing 
large Croſs near the Gate, formed a. very. deg 
cent Chapel, where they celebrated Maſgg Fic | 
Day, and recited their Roſary, with ohe 0 | 
of Piety and Devotion: Moteguma with his 
Princes and Miniſters were often lan 82 At d- 
8 the Humanity of the Chriſtian Sagrilicey 


ditious, whe tho ſenſible of their Error 5 Jet . 1 
ſuffered Cuſtom to get the better of theit 
Reaſon! * MY 
Bur before we relate what happenel to >the 5 
Spaniards in this Court; tis proper to give 4 
Deſcription of Mexico, the Magnificencgof1 ity + 
Buildings, its Form of Government and: Poli 1 5 
and make ſome other Obſervations requiſite Ty a 
the right conceiving and underſtanding the 
Events themſelves. For tho ſuch Deſcriptions 
interrupt the Narration, they are cc to” 
the Hiſtory, as not being foreign to the Argu 14 
ment, nor having any of thoſe Blemiſhes e 
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7 Deſcription of the City. of Medes, "ther 
36 emperateneſs of its Climate; its Situa- 
tion; the Market of Tlatelulco, and the 
| great Temple dedicated fo the God of War. | 


THE great City of Mexico, which was „ 
anciently known by the Name of Te- 7 
nuchtitlan, or ſome other of a like Sound (aa 
eſtion canvas d by Authors to very little 
pur poſe) at this Time contained Sixty thouſand 
Families, and was divided into two Parts; of 
vhich one was called Tlatelulco, the Habita- 
tion of the meaner Sort of People; ; the 
bother Mexico, the Reſidence of the Court and 
Nobility, and which therefore gave its Name 5 
W the whole. 
ir was ſituated in a fpacious Plain, ſur- 
| IPunded with very high Rocks and Mountains; 
| by whoſe Streams and Rivulets, rolling into 
che Valley, were formed ſeveral Lakes, and 
o of a larger Size in the deepeſt Part, where 
the Mexicans had above fifty Towns. This 
little Sea was about thirty Leagues in Circum- 
ference : And the two Lakes which compos'd 
it, had a Communication thro a WalLof Stone, 
which divided them; ſome Openings being 
left, with Wooden Bridges over them, and 
Sluices on each Side to ſupply the lower Lake, 
hep there Was Occaſion to make good the 
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want of Was in dne wk the Redundatic : 
of the other. The uppermoſt was clear ſweer 
Water, where they had ſome ſorts of Fiſh, off 
very agreeable Taſte: The lower Lake was fall 
like the Sea; not that the Rivalets'that Fed 
were of different Quality, but it proceer 
from the natural Quality of the Soil which xc 
ceived them, and which in this Part is fat 3 ard 
nitrous, - but very. uſeful for . the maki 
Salt, all along "he Boxders of the Lake, Where 
the Sun 3 and refined the Scum that 
was left by the beating of the Waves. 
In the middle EY of "this. falt Wat . 
| Lake flood the City of Mexico, in 19 Deg] 
and 13 Min. North Lat. within the Torrid 
Zone, . by the ancient Philoſophers i imagined 
uninhabitable, which may inſtruct vs by Expe* 
riences how. little we can rely or hum 
Wiſdom, when the Reaſonings of the Undets 
ſtanding are not ſupported by the Evidence 
the Senſes. The Climate was mild and healthy! 
with ſeaſonable Viciſſitudes of Heat and Cold 
And the Moiſture, which might have proved 
unwholſome by the natural Situation of the 
Place, was corrected by the Fayour of the 
Winds, and qualified by the Benefit of th 
n 2 
Tris great City had moſt beautiful prochell is 
in the midſt of the Waters, and yas jo1nee 
to the Land by its Dikes, or principal Cauſes 
ways; a ſumptuous Work, of no leſs Ornament 
ra Uſe: One was to the South two Leagues 


g, (by which the Spaniards made their En- 
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59. another one League long looking to the 
Nort and the Third ſomewhat leſs, to the 
| 5 . The Streets were all large and firaight, 
I if they were drawn by a Line: Some were 
of Water, with Bridges, for the Commanica- 
tion of the Inhabitants: Others were of Earth 
one, raiſed by Art; and others again were 
compos d of Earth and Water, the Earth on 
each Side for the People to paſs on Foot, and 
Canals in the Middle for the Canoes and 
[Barks of different Bulk, which ſerved for 
Commerce and other Conveniencies about 
the City, and the Number whereof was almoſt 
incredible: Some ſay, above Fifty Thouſand, 
vithout counting little Veſſels, which were 
called Acales, made of the Trunk of a Tree, 
and capable of holding but one Man, _ |: , 
Taz publick Buildings and Houſes of the 
Nobility, which made up the greateſt Part af 
the City, were of Stone, and well built: The 
Houſes of the common Sort, low, and un& 
qual; but both the one and the other fo laid 
out, that they formed ſeveral Parades, mare 
they expoſed their Merchandize. 
Aus the reſt, that of Tlatelulco was or 
prodigious Extent and Reſort on the account 
of its Fairs, held there ſome certain Days of 
the Vear, and frequented by all the Merchants 
and Traders of the whole Kingdom, with their 
moſt valuable Fruits and Manufactures: And 
they flock d hither in ſuch mighty Numbers, 
that tho this Square was (according to Antonio 
ge H errera) one of the largeſt in the World, 


it 


_ 


- n 2 — — a 
bs A 3 G = — y — x — _ n 4 N A — 
1 = — bags - 2 I == — —_ "© 8 I => — A — 8 2 ETD 2 
r * — — i > — — — — % - — — _ 1 — - — = —— = AT 
- — - * . CRE — — — 8 * — — > = — - Ex . —— — 
— i —. A Sn — _ : — — — — — — — 
1 = — 2 — l = — _— et — =, ——- 1 > = — 22 —— — 
— — — . — — : 3 . v — 
2 — —— * I — — — — 2 2 * —_—_—_— 8 
Dn — —. nn es = FRE 
: 7 _ 2 — , — eo A 1 — — 3 RIS 
T 2 * = — — — = 2 = 
— + — - — — — — — * R —— — —— " — —— 
= — * = S . —_— — _- = w — —̃ 5 — 8 — 
> = — 2 „ S 8 333 ER — 
2 8 * n 5 => A — — 
* — 5 . = Py = X IJ 
— ba \ - 


— 

— 
——̃ — ——— 
— * 


= i — — = ic - — 

e be 
LE ̃ — ͤÄ — 

Dr 

2 ” LT wa”, 7 hy 


1 


1 — = 

iT 2 - 
\ * 
2 — 9 of 
— — 
3 


„ 
— 
— 
1 


396 Tze Hiſtory of the © Book 1 III 


i was nevertheleſs filled with Tents, placed in 
Ranks, and ſo near together, that there was 
ſcarce Room left for the Buyers to paſs. All 
Knew their Poſts, and ſecured their Shops with 
Ban Frames, covered with coarſe Cotton 

loth, which were Proof both againſt the Sun 
atidRain. The Spaniſb Writers make no End 
of reflecting on the Order, Variety, and Riches 
of thofe Fairs: There were Rows of Silver. 
fmiths, who ſold Jewels, and Chains of ex. 
traordinary Faſhion; ſeveral Figures of Beaſts, Ml (-- 
in Gold and Silver, wrought with ſo much Th 
Art, as rais'd the Wonder of our Artificers: but 
And particularly, ſome Skillets with moving the 
Handles, that were ſo caſt, and other Pieces of the 
the ſame Kind, with Moldings. and Relievos, 
without any Signs of a Hammer or Graver. 
There were alſo Rows of Painters, with fine 
Figures and Landskips made of Feathers, ſo 
a curiouſly placed, as to give both Colour and 
Life to the Piece; and in this Kind there were 
extraordinary Proofs, both of the Patience and 
Skill of the Workman. They brought to 
this Fair all the different Sorts of Cloths made 
throughout this vaſt Empire, of Cotton and 
Rabbir Fur, which the Women of this Coun- 
try (Enemies to Idlencls) ſpun extremely fine, 
being very dextrous in this Manufacture. They 
had Drinking- cups exquiſitely made of the 
fineſt Earth, different in Colour, and even in 
Smell: And of this Kind they had all Sorts of 
Veſſels neceſſary, either for the Service or 


Rrument of a Houſe: For they uſed no Veſſels 
either 


either of Silver or Gold, which were cnly ſen 


in :t the Royal Table, and that on extraordinaty 
a Days. This Fair likewiſe afforded, in the ſamt 
W order and Plenty, all Sorts of Fruit, Fleſh, and 
ti i rim; and in a Word, every Thing which could 
nl contribute to the Pleaſures, or ſupply the Ne- 
in ceſſities of Life. 

d Tux Way of Buying and Selling was by 


bartering one Thing for another : And every 
one parted with what he had too much of, 
for what he wanted; and Maiz or Coco 
ſerved as Money for Things of {mall Value. 
They did not know what belonged to Weight; 
but they had different Meaſures, with which 
they diſtinguiſhed Quantity : And they had 
hcir Numbers and Characters, by which they 
adjuſted the Prices of Goods, according to the 
Taxes laid upon them. 

THEY had a Houſe appointed for the Judges 
of Commerce, before whoſe Tribunal were 
decided all Differences between the Merchants: 
There were other inferior Officers, who went 
about the Fair, to prevent Frauds in Contracts; 
and made their Report to the principal Tri- 
bunal, of all Irregularities of that Sort, which 
deſerved any kind of Puniſhment. The Spa- 
ziards were amazed (and with Reaſon) upon 
the firſt Sight of this Fair, at its Abundance, 
and Variety, with the good Order and Peace 
that was preſerved in ſo vaſt a Multitude. A 
Spectacle worthy of Admiration; as it diſco- 
vered at one View, the Grandeur and good Go- 


vernment of this Empire. 
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4> Tax * ow” it be lawful 2026 them 
ta ame): raifed their ſtately Heads aboii 
1 the reſt of their Buildings: And the 1 
5 where the chief of thoſe.unclean Priefi 5 te 
ſided, was dedicated to the Idol Vistzl, | 
Which fi enified the God of War, and W. 
to be the ſupreme of all their. Deities: : By 
Supremacy of this God, it may be judge 
much they eſteemꝰ d the Military Art, 
Spaniſh Soldiers called this Idol, Hach 
5 2 corrupt Pronunciation: And fo Bernal? 
Bias del 2 illo writes it; making the kame 
Slip with his Pen, as they did with 
Tongues. Our Authors very much vary 
Defcription of this magnificent Edifice. Wl 


rtonio 4. Herrera follows too cloſely MW 
2 ciſco Lopez de Gomara: Thoſe WhO 9 it 
g at this Time had other Things to mind 


the reſt drew the Plan of it according to 
Fancies. We ſhall. follow Father Zoſep 40 
Acoſta, and other Authors, who. were riots 
exact, and better inform'd.  ——_— 
Tux firſt Part of the Building was a on 
Saliare, with a Wall of hewn. Stone, wrought | 
on the Outſide with various Knots of Sep 
inter-twiſted, which gave a Horror to the Wl 
= | tico, and were not improperly. placed ti 
4 Alt a little Diſtance from the principal Gate il 
; a Place of Worſhip, not leſs. terrible: It 
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| built of Stone with thirty Steps of the ſan 
which went up to the Top, where was a 
iP of long flat Roof, and a great many Trunks 
a well grown Trees, fixed in it, in a Row, will 
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ek HE, Geller Mexico; 300 
00 any in chem at equal — and 
chro which, from one Tree to another, paſſed 
ſeveral Bars run thro' the Heads of Men WO 
had been ſacrificed; of whoſe Number {which 
cannot be repeated without Horror) the Prieſts 
of the Temple took exact Account, placing 
| others in the Room of thoſe which had been 
vaſted by Time. A lamentable Trophy, in 
E which the Enemy of Mankind diſplayed bis 
| Rancour; and which theſe Barbariaus always 
had in View, without the leaſt Remorſe For 
Inhumanity put on the Mask of Deyotion, and 
| Cuſtom had render'd Death in all its Terrors 
| familiar to their Eyes. | 
ITux four Sides of the Square had as many 
| Gates opening to the four Winds. Over each 
of theſe Gates were four Statues of Stone, 
: | which ſeemed to point the Way, as if they 
proached 


| were deſirous to ſend back fuch as ap 
' with an ill Diſpoſition of Mind. Theſe were 
; preſum'd to be Threſbold-Gods, becauſe they 
had ſome Reverences paid them at the Entrance, 
- Cloſe to the Infide of the Wall, were the Ha- 
bitations of the Prieſts, and of thoſe who, under 
them, attended the Service of the Temple, 
with ſome Offices, which altogether took up 
the whole Circumference, without retrenching 
ſo much from that vaſt Square, but that Eight 
or Ten Thouſand Perſons had ſufficient Room 
to dance in it upon their ſolemn Feſtivals. 
IN the Centre of this Square ſtood a Pile of 
Stone, which in the open Air exalted its lofty 


t overlooking all the Towers of the City, 
N 


| gradually: diminiſhing © till it Nani: d a Half _ 
ramid; Three of its Sides Were ſmooth, the 
Fourth had Stairs wrought in the Stone; a 
ſumptuous Building, and extremely well pro- 
portioned: It was ſo high that the Stair- Caſe 


contain d a Hundred and Twenty Steps; and 


of ſo large a Compaſs, that on the Top it ter- 
minated in a Flat, Forty Foot ſquare: The 
Pavement was beautifully laid with Jaſper Stones 
of all Colours : The Rails, which went round 
in Nature of a Baluſtrade, were of a Serpentine 
Form, and both Sides cover'd with Stones re- 
ſembling Jet, plac'd in good Order, and join'd 


with white and red Cement, which was a very 


great Ornament to the Building. 

On the Opening of the Rails, where the 
Stairs ended, were two Marble Statues, which 
ſapported, in a Manner that admirably well 
expreſs'd the Straining of the Arms, two huge 
.Candleſticks of an extraordinary Make. A 
litttle farther was a green Stone, five Spans high 
fromthe Ground, which terminated in an Angle, 
and whereon they extended on his Back, the 
miſerable Victim they were about to ſacriftce, 
and open d his Breaſt to take out his Heart. 
Beyond this Stone, fronting the Stair- Caſe, ſtood 
a Chapel of excellent Workmanſhip and Ma- 


terials, cover'd with a Roof of precious Timber. 


Here the Idol was placed on a high Altar, 
behind Curtains : It was of human Figure, ſir 
ting in a Chair which had ſome Reſemblance 
of a Throne, ſuſtain'd by a blue Globe, which 


they call d 3 from the Sides whereof 
came 


Book III. Conqueſt of Mexico. 401 
came four Rods; with their Ends refemblitig 
the Heads of Serpents, which the Prieſts plac'd 
upon their Shoulders, when they expoſcd their 
Idol to publick View. It had on its Head a 
Helm compoſed of Plumes of various Colours, 
in Form of a Bird, with a Bill and Creſt of 
burniſh'd Gold : Its Countenance was ſevere 
and horrible, and ſtill more deform'd with two 
blue Bands, which bound its Forehead and its 
Noſe. In the right Hand it held a curling 
Serpent, which ſery'd for a Staff; and in the 
Left four Arrows, which they venerated as a 
Preſent from Heaven ; and a Shield with five 
white Plumes placed in the Form of a Croſs : 
And concerning theſe Ornaments, theſe En- 
ſigns and Colours, they related many remark- 
able Extravagances, with a Seriouſneſs deſerving 
to be pitied. = 

ON the left Hand of this Chapel was another 


of the ſame Make and Bigneſs, with an Idol 


called Tlaloch, in every Reſpect reſembling 
his Companion. They were eſteem'd Brothers, 
and Friends toſuch a Degree, that they divided 
between them the Patronage of War, equal 
in Power, and unanimous in Inelination : For 
which Reaſon the Mexicans addreſſed them 
both with the ſame Prayers, the ſame Sacrifices, 
and the ſame Thankſgivings. 

TE Ornaments of both Chapels were of 
ineſtimable Value; the Walls were hung, and 
the Altars cover'd with Jewels, and precious 
Stones, placed on Feathets of various Colours: 
And they had eight Temples in the City of 
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almoſt the ſame Architecture, and: of equal 
Wealth ; Thoſe of a ſmaller Size amounted to 
two Thouſand, and were dedicated to as many 
Idols, of different Names, Forms, and Attri- 
butes. There was ſcarce a Street without its 
Tutelar Deity ; nor was there any* Calamity 
incident to Nature without its Altar, to which 
they might have Recourſe for a Remedy. In 
a Word, their Gods were derived from their 
Fears; nor did they reflect how they leflen'd 
the Power of ſome, by what they attributed to 
others. Thus did the Devil continually en- 
large his Dominion, and exerciſe a moſt de- 
plorable Tyranny over Rational Creatures, in 
the Poſſeſſion of which he remain'd for fo 
many Ages, by the incomprehenſible Permiſſion 
of the moſt High. 


—ů — * * 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Of the different Pleaſure-Houſes which Mo- 


tezuma had for his Recreation : His Ar- 
mories, Gardens, and Country Retirements ; 
with other remarkable Buildings, - both 
within and without the City. 


ESIDES the principal Palace, before 
deſcrib'd, where Motezuma kept his 
Court, and that where the Spaniards were 


lodg'd, this Emperor had ſeveral Houſes of 
Pleaſure which adorn'd the City, and diſplay'd 


his Grandeur. In one of them, a magnificent 
| Structure, 
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5 structure, with great Galleries, ſupported by Wi. 
ny Pillars of Jaſper, he had all Sorts of Birds which WE LH, 
ri. Ne Spain produc d of any Value, either for . 
10 their Feathers, or Singing; in which Diverſity Wii. 
ity there were ſome very extraordinary, and till rally. 
ch then unknown to Europeans. The Sea-Fowl BOILING. 
* were preſerved in Salt Water Pools, and thoſe ION 
eit {ich were bred in Rivers and Lakes, i in others Wl | 
by of Freſh Water. It is ſaid they had Birds of | 1 
to re or lix Colours, which they ſtripp d of their Wi, 
n. Fathers in the proper Seaſon, letting them We þ 
e. lie, that their Owners might again reap the Wie 
ta Advantage of the new ones when grown. Theſe Wl 
ſo Nvere a Merchandize of great Value among the = 
mn MMexicans; for they work d them in their 15 
Cloaths, in Pictures, and in all their Orna- _ 
Inents. Theſe Birds were in ſuch Numbers, e 
— nd the Care of preſerving them was ſo great, Wit 
that it gave Employment to above three hun- Rr 
dred Men, skilful in the Knowledge of their "Hm! 
„ Diſcaſes, and oblig d to ſupply them with ſuch n 
„. Food as they us d to cat when they were at "nt VAIL 
$ Liberty, _ 9 Bibs 
Fay | AT a little Diſtance from ads Houſe Mote: Wes 
zuma had another of greater Extent and Va- 1 
tiety, with Apartments capable of receiving Wal 
e limſelf, and his whole Court. There his Huntſ- | 1 
is men reſided, and there the Birds of Prey were 
kept; ſome in Cages neat and well made; and oil 


—— 
— 


FP theſe were only to pleaſe the Eye: He had 
45 others on Perches, that were obedient to the 
Jeſſes, and tam'd for the Diverſion of Hawking, 
tor which Sport they have Birds of an excellent 
y | 24 2 Kind 
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Kind in that Country, like our Hawks; and 
no way inferior to them for their Docility in 
returning to their Lure, or for the Vigour with 
which they ſouſe upon their Prey. Among 
their Birds in Cages, were ſome ſo extremely 
fierce and large, that they appeared to be Mon- 
ſters, and particularly the Royal Eagles, of an 
extraordinary Size, and prodigious Voracity, 
An Author reports, that one of theſe Eagles 
would devour a Sheep at a Meal: He is oblig d 
to me, that I do not vouch him by Name, 
for a Story, which, in my Opinion, he ſwallow d 
with too little Difficulty. 

IN the ſecond Square of the ſame Houle 
were the Wild Beaſts, which were either Pre- 
ſents to Moteguma, or taken by his Hunters, 
in very ſtrong Cages of Timber, rang'd in good 
Order, and under Cover : Lions, Ty gers, Bears, 
and all others of the ſavage Kind, which New 
Spain producd; among which, the greateſt 
Rarity was the Mexican Bull; a wonderful 
Compoſition of divers Animals: It has a Bunch 
on its Back like a Camel; its Flanks dry, its 
Tail large, and its Neck cover'd with Hair like 
a Lion: It is cloven-footed, its Head armed 
like that of a Bull, which it reſembles in Fierce- 
neſs, with no leſs Strength and Agility. This 
Amphitheatre ſcem'd to the Spanzards worthy 
of a great Prince it being a Cuſtom eſtabliſhd 
from all Antiquity, by the Number of Wild 
Beaſts any Prince has in his Poſſeſhon, to make 
an Eſtimate of the Grandeur of the Poſſeſſor. 
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In another Part of this Palace, ſay ſome of 


our Spaniſh Writers, they daily fed a horrible 
Multitude of venomous Animals, preſery'd. in 
different Veſſels and Caverns, as Vipers, Rattle- 
Snakes, Scorpions, and even Crocodiles: But 
they add, that the _— were not Eye- 
Witneſſes of this poiſonous Article of Magni- 
ficence, but only ſaw the Places where theſe 
Creatures were reported to be bred ; which is 
ſufficient Reaſon for me to regard this Part of 
the Story as improbable; believing rather, that 


it had no other Foundation than the Opinion 


of the Indians, and that this was a Sort of a 
Bugbear, invented by the Vulgar, to repreſent 
the ſavage Diſpoſition of a Tyrant; particularly, 
when he is obey'd by Conſtraint, and cannot 
be mention'd without Fear. 

OvExR the Place where the Beaſts were kept, 
was a very large Apartment for the Reſidence 
of Buffoons, and other Vermin of the Court, 
who ſerved for the . Diverſion of the King: 
Even Monſters had a Place in this Set of Men; 
ſuch as Dwarfs, Crooked, or Hump- back d, 
and other Errors of Nature: Every Kind had 
their ſeparate Habitations, and Maſters apart to 
inſtruct them; and Perſons employ'd to pro- 
vide their Meals, and to attend them: And they 
were ſo punctually ſerv'd, that ſome Fathers, 
among the poorer Sort, would disfigure theit 
Children for the Sake of that Conyeniency, 
their Deformity being a ſufficient Recommen- 
dation to introduce them. 
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Non was the Grandeur of Moteguma leſs 
conſpicuous in two Houſes for his Arms; one 
where they were made, and the other where 

they were laid up in Store. In the firſt, the 
ſcveral Maſters livd and. work d, diſtributed 
into different Shops, according to their Em- 
ployments: In one Part they made the Sticks 
for the Arrows; In another they work'd Flint 
Stones for the Points: And. all Sorts of Arms, 
offenſive and defenſive, had Workmen, and 
diſtin& Shops, with Overſcets, who kept Ac- 
count, according to their Manner, of the Quan- 
tity and Price of the Arms. The other Houſe, 
which made a better Appearance, ſerved for 
a Magazine to hold the Arms that were finiſh, 
every Kind apart: And from thence they were 
given out to the Armies, and Frontier Towns, 
as Occaſion requir d. In the higheſt Part they 
placed the Arms belonging to the King, which 
were hung round the Walls in excellent Order: 
On one Side the Bows, Arrows, and Quivers. 
with various Emboſs d- work of Gold and pre- 
cious Stones: On another Two-handed Swords, 
and others of extraordinary Wood, with flint 
Edges, and moſt curious * coſtly Handles. 
In another Place the Darts, and miſſive Wes 
pons were ſo well rang d, and ſo neatly kept, 
not excepting even the Slings, that the Exactneſs 


of their Diſpoſition was - admirable. There 


were Head-Pieces and Breaft-Pieces, plated over 
with curious Leaf. Work of Gold; great Num- 
ber of Quilted Jackets: which were Arrow. proof 


beautiful Inventions of Shields or Bucklers 


madę 
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made of impenetrable Skins, which cover d 
the whole Body, and which they carried roll'd 
up upon their Left Shoulders, till they wete 
rcady to engage. The Spanzards greatly won- 
der d to behold ſuch a prodigious Quantity of 
Arms, which appearcd to be the Furniture not 
only of a Prince, but of a Martial Prince; and 
made an honourable Diſcovery as well of his 
Opulency as of his Genius. 

To all theſe Houſes he had ſpacious Gardens, 
molt nicely cultivated. He was no Admirer 
of Fruit-Trees nor Kitchen Plants in his Gardens 
of Pleaſure: For he uſed to ſay, That ſuch kind 
of Gardens were for the inferior Rank of Peo- 
ple ; it being his Opinion, That Princes ſhould 


have Regard to their Pleaſure without any 
Mixture of Profit. There was nothing to be 


ſcen but Flowers of delightful Varicty and Fra- 
grancy, with Medicinal Herbs, ſet in Squares, 
and Summer-Houſes where he uſed to {up. 
He took a particular Care to tranſplant into 
his Gardens all the choice Simples that benign 
Climate produced, where the only Study of 
the Phyſicians was to attain to the Knowledge 
of their Names and Propertics. They had 


Herbs for all Kinds of Pains and Infirmities ; 


and in the Juicesand Application of theſe Herbs 
conſiſted all their Remedies, and with theſe 


they effected ſurprizing Cures, having by long 
Experience found out their Virtues, and with- 
out diſtinguiſhing the Cauſe of the Diſtemper, 
applying them to the Patient's great Benefit and 


Recovery. 
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THE King freely diſtributed to all who had 
Occaſion for them ſuch of his Simples as were 
preſcrib' dby the Phyſicians, or deſir d by the Sick; 
and was wont to inquire if the Patient had re- 
ccived any Benefit therefrom, either gratifying 
a fort of Vanity he had in the ſucceſsful Ope- 
ration of his Medicincs, or believing that he 
fulfill'd the Obligation of a Sovereign, in taking 
ſuch Care of the Health of his Vaſſals. 

In all theſe Gardens, and Pleaſure- Houſes, he 
bad many Fountains of ſweet and wholeſome 
Water, convey'd from the neighhouring Moun- 
tains by different Canals as far as the Cauſeys, 
whence in cover d Pipes it was introduced into 
the City, for the Uſe whereof there were ſome 
publick Fountains; and he permitted ſome of 
the meaner Sort of People, tho' not without 
paying a conſiderable Tribute, to ſell about the 
Streets what Water they brought from other 


Springs. The Conycniency of Fountains was 
very much increas d in the Time of Motezuma ; 


for the great Conduit, which conveys a Cur- 
rent of freſh Water to Mexico from the Moun- 
rain of Chapultepec, about a League diſtant 
from the City, was a Work of his; and by 
his Order and Contrivance a vaſt Ciſtern of 
Stone was made for a Reſervatory; raiſing the 
fame to ſuch a Height, as the Declivity for the 
Current requir'd : After this he gave Orders 
for a very thick Wall, with two open Canals 
made of Stone and Lime, of which one was 
always in Uſe, whenever the other required 
| cleaning: A Euilding extremely uſeful; and 
. 
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Motezuma valued himſelf ſo much upon the 
Invention, that he ordered his own Mics, 
and that of his Father, which bore a pretty 
near Reſemblance to his, to be engravd on 
two Stones, with an Ambition to pexpetuate 
his Memory by ſo ſignal a Benefaction done to 
the City. 

AMONGST all the Works of Motezuma, 
what ſurpriz'd' the Spaniards moſt, was that 
call'd the Houſe of Sorrow, to which he was 
wont to retire on the Death of his Relations, 
or in caſe of any Calamity, or ill Succeſs, 
which required publick Demonſtration of Grief. 
The Building inſpir'd a kind of Horror; the 
Walls, Roofs, and Ornaments were all black, 


and had certain Slits in the Wall, or little Win- 


dows, which ſcarce gave any Light, or at leaſt 
no more than was ſufficient to diſcover the Ob- 
fcurity. In this diſmal Habitation he uſed to 
continue till the Time of Mourning was over, 
and often here the Devil appear'd to him ; 
whether it be that the Prince of Darkneſs took 
Delight in this Abode of Horror, or for the 


Sympathy there is between that malignant 


Spirit and a melancholy Humour. 

Wirnhour the City he had divers Country 
Retirements, and Houſes of Pleaſure, with many 
and large Fountains, which ſupplied 1 the Bagnios 
and Fiſh-ponds with Water, and ncar them 
ſeveral Woods for different Kinds of Game : 


A Diverſion he frequently us'd, and underſtood 


well, being very dexterous at his Bow and Ar- 


ow; and indeed Hunting" was what principally 
delighted 
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With his N les toa very een, and pleaſant 
Park, fencd round with a Canal of Water, 
where. they brought and inclos d the Game of 
the neighbouring Mountains; among which 
generally came ſome Lions and Tygers. He 
had a great Number of Men in Mexico, and the 
Villages round about, whoſe Buſineſs it was to 
go before, and by forming a great Ring, and 
contracting it by Degrees, to drive the Game 
into the appointed Place, not much unlike the 
Manner of our Huntſmen. Theſe Mexican 


Indians were extremely bold and active in pur. 


ſuing and overcoming the fierceſt Animals, and 
Motezuma took great Delight in beholding 
the Combats of his Huntſmen with thoſe Crea- 
tures, and ſometimes he would let fly an Arrow, 
which was always applauded as a very great 
Action. But he never quitted his Chair, unleſs 
he was upon ſome commodious Eminence, 
with good Store of Darts and Arrows by him 
for the Security of his Perſon; not that he 
wanted perſonal Courage, or was any Thing 
inferior in Strength or Dexterity to the beſt of 
his Subjects; but becauſe he look d upon thoſe 
voluntary Hazards as unbecoming his Majeſty, 
believing, and not without a true Senſe of his 
own Dignity, that .no Dangers, but thoſe of 
War were ur of * 
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CHAP. XV. 


An Account of . the Pomp, Ceremony, - 
Exattneſs with which Motezuma was 
 ferv'd in his Palace: Of the Expences of 
his Table, of his Audiences, = other 
Particulars relating to his Oeconomy and 
 Diverſi ons. 


GREEABLE to the Statelineſs, Pride 

and Magnificence of the Buildings, was 
the e "of his Houſe, and the Apparel, 
wherewith he us'd to adorn 155 Perſon, for the 
better maintaining the Reverence and Dread 


of his Vaſſals; to which End he invented new 
and exceſſive Ceremonies; laying aſide, as a 


Fault, the great Humanity and Indulgence with 
which the "Mexican Kings were wont to treat 
their Subjects. He augmented, as we have 
ſaid, in the Beginning of his Reign, the Num- 
ber, Quality and Splendor of the Royal Fa- 
mily; compoſing it wholly of the Nobility, 
of greater or leſſer Diſtinction, according to 


their ſeveral Employments: A Point which 


was at firſt much oppoſed by his Council, who 
repreſented to him, That it was by no means 
proper to diſſatisfy the Common People by in- 
tirely excluding them from his Service; not- 
withſtanding Which, he executed what his Va- 
nity ſuggeſted: And it was one of his Maxims, 
That Princes ought to favour at a Diſtance 


thoſe who cither had no Senſe of a Benefit, or 
wanted 
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wines the Power to return it; and that Ple. 
beian Minds were not fit to enter into the Con. 
fidence of a Sovereigg. 

HE had Two Sorts of Guards, the One of 
Soldiers, ſo numerous that they fill d the Courts 
of the Palace, and were poſted in Bodies at the 
principal Gates: The other of Noblemen, in- 
troduc'd alſo in his Time, conſiſting of Two 
Hundred Men, of diſtinguiſh'd Quality, who 
were oblig'd to be _ Day at the Palace, 
both to guard his Royal Perſon, and to make 
up the N umber of his Courtiers. This At- 
tendance of the Nobility was divided into 
Tours, and every Diviſion had their ſet Days 
for entering upon Duty; and the Diſpoſition 
was ſuch, that it comprehended not only the 
Nobility of the City, but of the whole King- 
dom: And when it was their Turns, they 
came to Court to diſcharge this Obligation 
from the moſt remote Parts of the Realm. 
Their Attendance was in the Anti-chambers, 

and they cat what was left at the King's Table. 
He us'd to permit ſome of them to enter into 
his Chamber, commanding them to be call'd, 
not ſo much for any particular Mark of his Fa. 
vour to them, as to be ſatisfy' d if they attend- 
ed, and to keep them all on their Duty. He 
valu'd himſelf upon having introduc'd that kind. 
of Guard, and ſeem'd to have done it with 
Views of no ordinary Policy: For he us d to 
tell his Miniſters, that it ſerv'd to exerciſe the 
Obedience of the Nobility, and to keep them 
in a greater Dependency; beſides, it gave him 
| an 
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an Opportunity of knowing his Subjects, and 
employing them N to their ſeveral Ca- 
paCities. 

Tae Mexican Emperors marry d with 
Daughters of other Kings their Tributaries : 
And Motezuma had Two Wives of this 
lity, who bore the Title of Queens, lodg'd in 
ſeparate Apartments with equal Splendor and 
Magnificence. The Number of his Concu- 
bines was exorbitant and ſcandalous ; for we 
find it written, that there were more than 


Three Thouſand Women in the Palace, in- 


cluding the Servants; and every Female of 
more than ordinary Beauty, that was to be 
met with throughout his whole Dominions, 
was brought thither, in order to gratify his 
luſtful Appetite ; for his Miniſters and Tax- 
eatherers forced them from their Friends by 
Way of Tribute and Vaſlalage, treating the 
Des of their Prince as a Point of Im- 
portance to the State. 

Tus Women he, without any Difficulty, 
got rid of, and provided for them in ſuch 
Manner, that others might ſupply his Place. 
They found Husbands among thoſe of the beſt 
Quality; for they left the Court very rich, and, 
in the common Opinion, highly honour' d: So 
far were Chaſtity and Decency from being 


counted Virtues in a Religion which did not 


only permit, but even command the utmoſt 
Violence to natural Reaſon. He affected very 
much to have his Concubines lcad a retir'd 
Life, and keep a ſtrict Decorum in his Houſe; 


and 
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and for that Purpoſe he had ancient Matrons, 
who narrowly obſerv d the Behaviour of "his 
Miſtreſſes, without permitting the leaſt Inde- 
cency to be ated amongſt them; not that he 
fet any Value upon Modeſty, but becauſe Jex- 
louſy was his predominant Paſſion. And this 
Care with which he endeavour'd to maintain a 
ſtrict Decorum in his Family (in itſelf ſo rea- 


ſonable and praiſe-worthy) was in him a Weak- 
neſs without any Mixture of true Honour or 


_ Generoſity, but purely the Effect of his other 
Paſſion. 

Hrs Audiences were neither cafily obtain'd, 
nor very frequent, but they laſted long; and 
upon theſe Occaſions he appear'd with great 


Splendor and Solemnity. The Great Men 


who had Admiſſion into the Royal Apartment, 
aſſiſted at them, with Six or Seven Counſel- 
lors of State to adviſe him in Caſe any Point 
of Difficulty was ſtarted. ' And there were ſe- 


veral Secretaries, who marked in Characters, 


which ſery'd them inſtcad of Letters, the Re- 
ſolutions and Decrees, every one according to 
his reſpective Employment. The Perſon who 
obtain d Audience enter'd barefoot, and made 
three Reverences, without lifting his Eyes from 

the Ground : Saying at the firſt, Lord! at the 
ſecond, My Lord! and at the third, Great Lord! 
He ſpoke in the moſt humble and ſubmiſſi ve 
Terms, and retir'd in the ſame Manner he ad- 
vanc'd; repeating his Reverences, never turn- 
ing his Back, and keeping his Eyes fix'd on the 
Ground ; for there were certain Officers by, 
who 
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who ſeverely puniſh'd the leaſt Omiſſion, ant 


Moteguma was extremely rigorous in exacting 


thoſe Ceremonies: A Care by no means 
blameable in Princes, for therein conſiſts one 


of thoſe Prerogatives which diſtinguiſh them 
from other Men; and the Delicacies of Royalty 
infuſe into the Subject an awful Dread, very 
eſſential in its Effects. He liſten'd with Atten- 
tion, and anſwer'd with Severity, ſeeming to 
proportion his Voice to his Look. If any one 


was at a Loſs in his Delivery, he endeayour'd 


to recover him, or order'd one of his Mini- 


ters to aſſiſt him, that he might ſpeak with 


more Aſſurance. And to ſuch a Man he 
would give a more favourable Diſpatch, as 


finding in that reſpectful Fear, a Sort of an 


agreeable Diſcretion which flatter'd his Vanity. 
He valued himſelf much for the Gentleneſs 
and Humanity with which he ſuffer'd the Im- 
pertinencies of Petitioners, and the unaccount- 
able Difference of their ſeveral Pretenſions : 
The Truth is, upon theſe Occaſions, he endea- 
rour'd to correct the Impetuoſity of his Tem- 
per; but it was not always that he could gain 


that Point: For the Violence he us'd would 


often give Way to his natural Bent, and in- 
deed Pride under a Reſtraint but ill reſembles 
Goodneſs. | 

He eat alone, and very often in publick; 
but always with equal State and Solemnity. 
His Table was ordinarily cover'd with above 


Two Hundred Diſhes, of different Meats adapt- 


ed to his Palate, and ſome of thoſe ſo ſavoury 
1 and 
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and exquiſitely well ſeaſon d, that they not only 
pleas'd the Spaniards then, but have ſince been 
imitated in Spain; for there is no Nation ſo 
barbarous, but that it can boaſt of ſome Inge- 
nuity, and has ſome Invention or other to gra- 
tify an inordinate Appetite. — 
BEFORE he fat down to Meat, he look d 
over all the Diſhes, to examine the different 
Daintics they contain'd ; and having ſatisfy d 
the Gluttony of his Eyes, he made Choice of 
thoſe which pleas'd him moſt, and order'd the 
reſt to be divided amongſt the Nobles of his 
Guard. And this daily Profuſion was but a 
ſmall Part of the ordinary Expence of his Kitch- 
en, for he kept Tables for all who liv'd in his 
Palace, and for as many others as were oblig'd 


to reſort thither by Virtue of their Employ- | 


ments. His Table was large, but low, and he 
ſat on a little Stool proportionable to the Ta- 
ble. The Cloths were of fine white Cotton, 
and the Napkins of the ſame, nothing near fo 
broad as long. The Room where he eat was 
divided in the Middle by a Rail, which, with- 
out obſtructing the Sight, kept the Crowd and 

his Domeſticks at Diſtance. 1 
WITHIN the Rails, and near the Table wait- 
ed Three or Four ancient Servants, of thoſe he 
molt favour d: And near the Rails, one of his 
principal Officers receivd the Diſhes, which 
were brought by about Twenty Women mag- 
nificiently apparel'd, who ſery'd his Meat and 
gave him the Cup, with the ſame Reverence 
us'd to their Idols in the Temples. The 
Dilhes 
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Diſhes were of 5 fine Earthen Ware, 
and Were only us d once, as were likewiſe the 


Table Cloths, and N apkins, which were im - 
mediately divided amongſt the Servants. He 
had Cups of Gold, and Salvers of the ſame; 
and ſometimes he drank out of Cocoas. and 


natural Shells, very richly ſet with Jewels. 
Trey had continually ready at Hand diffe- 


rent Sorts of Liquors, which he call'd for as 


he fancy'd ; ſome were finely perfum d with 
the Hicheſt Odours, others mix'd with the 
uices of ſalutiferous Herbs, nor did he ever 
want Confectiotis of a. leſs honeſt Quality, I 

mean Provocatives to Venery. He made mo- 
derate Uſe of Wine (or, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, Beer,) a Liquor which the Indians make 


by | infuſing. Mais j in boiling Water, and which 


diſturbs the Brain as much as the ſtrongeſt- 


bodied Wines: When he had done eating, he 
uſually took a Kind of Chocolate, made after 
the Marnier of the Country, that is, the Sub- 
ſtance of the Nut beat up with the Mill till the 
Cup was fill'd more with Froth than with Li- 
quor; after which he us d to ſmoak Tobacco 
perfum'd with liquid Amber. And this vicious 
Habit paſs'd for a Medicine with the Indians, 
which withal had ſomewhat in it of Superſti- 


tion; for the Juice of this Herb was one of the | 


Ingredients with which the Prieſts were work d 
up into Madneſs and Fury, as often as they 
were oblig'd to prepare themſelves, by loſing 
their Underſtanding, to receive the Devit's 
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Hix had generally attending at his Table, 
Three or Four ſelect Buffoons, who, among 

that Sort of Vermin, were moſt remarkable 
for their Pranks; and theſe endeavour d to di- 
vert him in a Manner agreeable to Perſons of 
their Character, who centre their whole Feli- 

_ city in having the faculty to make otherz 
laugh; but too often cover their Want of Re- 
ſpect to their Company under Pretence of en- 
tertaining them. Mote uma us d to ſay, That 
he ſuffer d them near his Perſon only becauſe 
they ſometimes told him Truth: But he who 
ſeeks Truth among them diſcovers but little 
Reliſh of it, except he confounds it with Flat. 
. tery. However, this was a Sentence taken 
Notice of among the reſt of his good Sayings: 
And it is ſo far remarkable, that even a bar- 
barous Prince was ſenſible of his Fault in ad- 
mitting them, ſince he endeayour'd at a * 
ſon to juſtify his ſo doing. 

AFTER ſome little Repoſe his Muſ cidns 
were wont to come in to divert him ; and with 
a Sort of Flutes and Sca- Shells, notwithſtand- 

ing the Difference of their Sounds, they form'd 
a Kind of Concert. They ſung ſeveral Com- 
poſitions, in various Sorts of Metre, which, 
tho' unequal in their Meaſures, had GOmewhitt 
like Cadence, varying the Tones, not without 
ſome Method, into a Muſick adapted to their 
Bar. The ordinary Themes of the Songs were 
the Exploits of their Anceſtors, and the me- 
morable Actions of their Kings ; : and theſe 
were ſung in their Temples, and the 9 

| learn 


| a hi by Hae, o Sy a = 
chievements of the Nation from Oblivion, 
theſe Songs ſerving as a Hiſtory to thoſe who 
did not underſtand the Pictures and Hierogly- 
phicks of their Annals. They had likewiſe 
their merry Songs us d in Dances, and accom- 
pamied with a ſtrange confus'd Sort of Muſick. 
They were ſo much addicted to this Kind of 
Diverſion; and other Spectacles and Entertain- 
ments in which they ſucceeded very well, that 
they had almoſt every Night publick Feſtivals 
in ſome Quarter or other of the City, as well 
of the Nobility, as of the Common People ; 
and now they were more frequent, and cele- 
brated with greater Solemnity, to compliment 
the Spaniards; Motezuma himſelf not only 
encouraging, but even aſſiſting at them in Per- 
ſon, contrary to his accuſtom'd Auſterity; as 
being ambitious, that theſe idle Diverſions 
ſhould, among the reſt of his Oſtentation, con- 
tribute to dilplay his Grandeur, and the N= 
nificence of his Court. 

Taz moſt remarkable of their Sports was 2 
Dance they call'd Mitotes, compos'd of a pro- 
digious Multitude of People, ſome of whom 
were moſt gorgeouſiy attir d, and others dif- 
guis'd under very extraordinary Figures. In 
this Dance the Nobles enter'd without any 


Diſtinction, mingling with the meaner Sort, to 


honour that Feſtival; not were Examples want- 


ing of their Kings having done the like. Their 


Muſick conſiſted of Two little Drums, made 


of a hollow Piece of Wood, different in Big- 
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neſs and Soutid ; Baſe and Treble, and not 
. without ſome Kind of Harmony. They en. 
ter'd Two and Two, and after certain Move- 
ments and Figures, they form'd a Ring, all 
beating the Earth at once with their Feet, and 
keeping Time with their Hands, without ever 
being out; and when one Chorus was tir d, 
another ſucceeded, with different Steps and 
Motions, like the Tripudia and Chorus cele- 
brated by Antiquity; and in Concluſion they 
mingled all together with confus d Shouts of 
Joy, until by drinking to each others Healths, 
they were intoxicated with their heady Liquor, 
in which they indulg'd themſelves; for they 
thought it an Honour to drink plentifully upon 


that Occaſion, and then the Feaft either was 


4. 


at an End, or converted to ſome other more 

1 Folly. 2 
AT other Times the People aſſembled in ie 
principal Squares, or in the Porches of their 
Temples, for the Diverſion of ſeveral Shews 
and Games. There were Challenges to ſhoot 
ata Mark, or to give other Proofs of ſurprizing 
Dexterity in managing the Bow and Arrow. 
They us d to run Races, and wreſtle for Wa- 
gers, and publick Rewards were given to the 
- Conqueror. Some of them were extremely 
active, and would dance on the Rope without 
a Pole; and others again would dance after a 
moſt amazing Manner, with another of theſe 
Rope - dancers upon their Shoulders. They 
. play'd likewiſe at Ball, divided into equal 
N umbers — cach other, with a Kind of 
. Bandy, 


Bandy, which rais'd very high the Ball, which 
now and then was a long while in the Air to 
and fro, till ſome one of the Parties ſtruck it 
to the Mark, and thereby carry'd the Prize. 
The Victory was diſputed with ſo much So- 
lemnity, that the Prieſts, with a'ridiculous Su- 
perſtition, produc'd the God of the Ball, and 
placing him in Sight, conjur'd the Puppet, 
with certain Ceremonies, to correct the Hazards 
of the Play according to their fond Imagina- 
tion, and to render Fortune impartial to both 
Sides. There were very few Days in which 
they had not ſome Sort or other of theſe Di- 
verſions in the City, and Moteguma was pleas'd 
with amuſing the People in this Manner; not 
that he was ſo very fond of theſe Paſtimes him- 
ſelf, or that he was ignorant of the Inconyeni- 
encies, which muſt be forgiven or overlook d 
in a diſorderly Multitude; but he judg'd it ne- 

ceſſary to divert thoſe turbulent unquiet Spirits 
whoſe Fidelity he ſuſpeted. A miſerable Ca- 
pitulation of a Tyrant with his Subjects, to in- 

dulge them in thoſe Incitements to Vice that 
they may not reflect on their Miſery; and a 
more wretched Slavery of Tyranny, to be 
oblig'd to permit ſuch Irregularities, in order 

to introduce Slavery under the Mask of Li- 
berty. | 
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CHAP. XVI. 


An FINGER of Motctums s immenſs Riches ; 
the Manner of his managi 7 the Royal 
- Revennes, and of his adminiſtring Fuſtice; 
' with other Particulars of the Mexican Go- 

vernment, 10 Civil and Aer. 


O great was the Wealth of Mend 
that he was not only able to ſupport the 
2 Expences and Diverſions of his Court, 
but to maintain conſtantly Two or Three Ar- 
mies in the Field, either to ſubdue his rebel- 
lious Subjects, or cover his Frontiers; and 


after all, there ſtill remain'd a conſiderable Re- 


ſerve in his Treaſury. Exceeding great Profit 
did the Crown receive from the Mines of 
Gold and Silver, the Salt- Works, and other 
Rights eſtabliſh d from Time immemorial : But 
the largeſt Fund of the Royal Revenue, was 
from the Contributions of the Subject, which 
were moſt exorbirantly increas d in the Reign 
of Motezuma. All the Husbandmen of this 
vaſt and populous Empire gave to the King one 
Third of the Produce of their Land and Stocks; 


the Tradeſmen one Third of their Manufac- 


tures; and the poor People were oblig'd to 
work for the Court without Wages, or to ac- 
knowledge their Vaſſalage by ſome other per. 
ſonal Service. 

SEVERAL Officers took their Circuits round 


the Kingdom, who, being aſſiſted by the ordi- 


nary 
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nary Magiſtrates, receiv'd and remitted the Tri- 
butes. Theſe Officers depended on the Tri- 
bunal of the Royal Revenue reſiding in the 
Court, and were oblig d to give an exact Ac- 
count of the minuteſt Matter which their Di- 
ſtricts produc d; and the leaſt Fraud or Neg- 


lect was puniſh'd with loſs of Life; from 


whence enſued abundance of Rigour in exact- 
ing the Dues of the Crown; for Fayour or 
Compaſſion in a Collector was deem'd a Crime 
of as heinous a Nature as Theft itſelf. 

' Grear were the Clamours of the People, 
nor was Motezuma ignorant of their Diſcon- 
tent; but rhe Oppreſſion of his Vaſſals was one 
of the chief Maxims of his Government. And 
he would frequently ſay, That he was no 
Stranger to their evil Diſpoſition, and was 
obliged to load them for his own Quiet; and 


that he ſhould not be able to goyern them, 


if he ſuffered them to grow rich; being till 
very ready at inventing Pretences and Colours 
which carried a Shew of Reaſon. All the 
Towns near the City furniſhed Men for the 
King's Works, provided Fuel for the Royal 
Palace, or contributed otherways at theExpence 
of their Communities. 

Tx Tribute of the Nobility was to guard 
the Emperor's Perſon, or ſerve in his Armies 
with a certain Number of their Vaſſals; beſides 
which, they were continually making him 
Preſents, which, tho' he received them as 
Gifts, it was ſtill without quitting his Pretences 
to them as Dues. He had different Treaſurers, 
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424 The Hiſtory of the Book III; 
according. to the ſeveral Kinds of Contributi. 
ons: and the Tribunal of the Crown Revenue, 
iſſued out all that was neceſſary for the Expence 
of the Royal Houſes, and Proviſions of W ar, 
and took Care to make the beſt Advantage 
of the Overplus, by reducing it into ſome- 
thing that would not decay, in order to pre- 
ſerve it in the principal Treaſury, and particu- 
larly into Ingots of Gold, whale Value they 
well underſtood and cſtcem' d, without ſuffer- 
ing the Plenty. of it to make it leſs valuable: 
On the contrary, the Great Men ſought after 
it, and hoarded it, either for the Excellency 
and Beauty of the Metal, or becauſe it was de- 
ſign'd by Deſtiny rather to ſatisfy the covetous 
Defires, than relieve the Neceſſities of Man: 
kind. 
| Tux Mexican Government diſcovered a 
remarkable Harmony between the Parts that 
gompos d it. Beſides the Council of the Re- 
venue, which took Care, , as we have ſaid, of 
the Royal Patrimony, they had a Council of 
Tuſtice which received Appeals from inferior 
Tribunals; a Council of War for the forming 
of Armies and Military Proviſions; and a 
Council of State, which was generally held 
in the Preſence of the King, and treated Mat- 

ters of the greateſt Importance. They like- 
wiſe had a ſufficient N umber of Judgesof Com- 
merce, and other different Officers; as Provoſts 
of the King's Court, who went their Rounds 
about the City to take up Delinquents. Theſe Wi 
Officers, as did likewiſe the A/guaziles,or Lieu- or 
tenants, 
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tenants, carry d a Staff in their Hands as a 
Mark of Diſtinction, that their Office might be 
known. They held their Tribunal in a cer- 
tain Part of the Town, where they heard the 
Parties, and immediately determin'd the Cauſe. 
Their Judgments were ſummary and verbal; 
both Sides appeared with their Claims and 
Witneſſes, and the Cauſe was preſently de- 
cided, except it happened to be a Caſe of Ap- 
pcal to a ſuperior Tribunal, They had no 
written Laws, but were governed according 
to the Inſtitutions of their Anceſtors; Cuſtom 
upon all Occaſions ſupplying the want of Laws, 
where the Pleaſure of the Prince did not in- 
terpoſe to make Innovations. All theſe Coun- 
cils were compoſed of Men experienced both 
in War and Peace; and the Council of State, 
which was ſuperior to all the reſt, was form'd 
of the Electors of the Empire, which Was a 
Dignity conferr'd upon the antient Princes of 
the Royal Blood: And when Matters of great 
Conſequence were to be diſcuſsd, they ſum- 
mon'd to the Council the Kings of Tezcuco 
and Tacuba, who were principal Electors, and 
had this Prerogative by Succeſſion. The Four 
chief Counſellors always reſided in the Palace, 
and attended near the King's Perſon, to declare 
their Opinions upon whatever offer d, and to 
give his Decrees the greater Authority among 
the People... 
REwaRDs and puniſhments were diſpenſed 
with equal Care. Murther, Theft, Adultery, 
or any light Die r the ws or 
| =» cir 
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their Religion, were Capital Crimes. Alt 
other Mitizmeancurs were eaſſly pardon'd; for 


tolerating Vice. Corruption in the Miniſters 
was alſo puniſh'd with Loſs of Life, and no 
Crime was look'd upon as Venial in thoſe 
who ferved in publick Employments: This 
Cuſtom Motezuma obſerved with the utmoſt 
Rigour, having People of ſpecial Truſt to exa- 
mine into their Conduct, and even to offer 
them Bribes; and he who was found deficient 
in any Part of his Duty was infallibly puniſh'd 
with Death: A Severity worthy of a leſs bar- 
barous Prince, and a more civiliz d Common- 
wealth. However, it cannot be deny'd, but 
that the Mexicans had ſome Moral Virtues, 
and particularly, that they adminiſter'd, with 
great Integrity, that Kind of Juftice with which 
they were acquainted, and which was ſuffici- | 
ent to redreſs Injuries, and maintain Society 
among Fellow Citizens: For, notwithſtanding 
their Abuſes and Beaſtialities, they preſerved 
fome Knowledge of that primitive Equity which 
Nature beſtow'd on Men, when as yet they 
had no Laws, bccauſe they were ignorant of 
Crimes. 

ONE of the moſt laudable Articles of their 
Policy was the Education of Children, and 
the great Application with which they examin'd 
and form d their Inclinations. They had pub- 
lick Schools for the Inſtruction of the Plebei- 
ans, and Colleges, and other conſiderable Se- 


minaries, well endow'd, where the Sons of the 
Nobility 


their very Religion itſelf difarm'd Juſtice by . 
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Nobility were educated a their very In- 
fancy, and where they continued till they were 
in a Capacity to make their Fortunes, or fol- 
low their Inclinations. They had their reſpe- 
tive Maſters for Infants, Children, and Youths, 
who had the Authority of the King's Miniſters, 
and were reputed as ſuch; and not without 
Reaſon, as they took Care of thoſe Rudiments 
and Exerciſes which after ward fitted Men for 
the Service of the Common- wealth. They 
taught them to decypher thoſe Characters and 
Figures of which they compos d their Writings; 
and they made them learn by Heart their hiſto- 
rical Songs which contained the Actions of 
their Anceſtors, and the Praiſes of their Gods. 
From hence they went to another Claſs, where 
they were taught Modeſty, Civility, and even 
a gentile Behaviour, according to ſome Authors. 
Theſe ſecond Maſters, or Tutors, were of 
greater Reputation and Abilities than the = 
for it lay upon them'to contend with the 
clinations of Youth, which loves not to be 
corrected, nor to have its Paſſions broke. 
BEIN arrived to ſome Degree of Knowledge, 
and brought up in this Sort of Subjection, they 
paſs'd on to the Third Claſs, where they em- 
ploy'd themſelves in more robuſt Exerciſes: 
' They try'd their Strength in carrying Weights, 
and in Wreſtling: They vied with cach other 
in Leaping and Running: They were taught 
how to manage their Arms, uſe the two-handed 
Sword, throw the Dart, and, with Force and 
Eractneſs, to ſhoot the Arrow. Then they 
a were 


| were made-t6 ſuffer Hunget and Thirſt, and 


reſiſt the Inclemencies of the Weather, till 
they returned to their Father's Houſes well in- 
ſtructed and inur d to Hardſhips, to be engag d, 
according to the Information the Maſters gave 
of their Inclinations and Capacities, either in 
the Employments of Peace, War, or Religion; 
Three Paths where Noblemen had to chuſe, 

almoſt equal in Repute, tho' that of War has 


the Precedence, as carrying them to a highet 


Degree of Honour. 

Turxx had alſo other ins of Matrons 
dedicated to the Worſhip of their Gods, for 
the Educating of young Women of Quality; 

who were there plac'd from their Childhood 
under the Direction of theſe Women, and 
confined very ſtrictly, till they went out to be 
ſettled in the World, with the Approbation 
of their Parents, and Licence of the Emperor; 
having arriv'd at a Perfection in every Occu- 
pation ſuitable ro their Sex. 

IE Sons of Nobles, (at parting from thoſe 
Seminaries) who were inclined to War, paſs d 


another Trial worthy of Conſideration ; for 


their Fathers ſent them to the Armies that 
they might become acquainted with the Hard- 
ſhips of a Campaign, and know what it was 
that they undertook betore they enrolled them- 
ſelves in the Service: And they ufed to place 
them among the common Baggage-Men, with 


a Load of Proviſion on their Shoulders, to 


— el their Vanity, and to inure them to 


Nei 


No were admitted to this Profeflion who 
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changed Countenance at the Sight of an Efic- 
my, or who did not give ſome Proofs of his 


Valour; ſo that theſe Novices did great Service 
in the Time of their Probation: For every ont 
was deſirous to ſignalize himſelf by ſome par- 
ticulat Action, throwing himſelf headlong into 


the greateſt Dangers; being perſuaded; that ia 


order to their being rank'd' with valiant Men, 
ſome Temerity Was neceſſary. for laying the 


Foundation of Fame. 


IN nothing did the” N ice place their | 
Felicity ſo much, as in Military Exploits; for 


their Kings regarded the Profeſſion of War as 


the principal Foundation of their Power, and 


the Subjects, as a Virtue peculiar to their Na- 


tion. It was by this, that Plebeians roſe to 
the Degree of Nobles, and Nobles to the greateſt 


* 


Employ ments of the Empire; . which animated 
all to the Service: Or at leaſt, all thoſe aſpir d 


to Military Virtue, who were born with Am 


bition, or had Spirit enough to riſe above their 
Sphere. Every Town had a regulated Militia, 
with certain Privileges and Immunitics which 
diſtinguiſned the Soldiers from the reſt of the 


Inhabitants. Their Armies were formed with 


Eaſe; for the Princes of the Empire, and Ca- 
Siques, or Governors of Provinces were obliged 
to repair to the Place of Arms appointed them 
with their Quota of Men: And it is eſteemed a 


mighty Inſtance of the Grandeur of the Mex- 


ican Empire, that Moteguma had Thirty Vaſ- 


tals ſo powerful, that cach could bring into 


the 
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430 The Hiſtory of the Book II. 
the Field a Hundred Thouſand: armed Men. 
— Theſe commanded their reſpective Armies in 
Perſon, under the Authority of a  Caprain- 
General; whoſe Orders they obey'd, as repre- 
ſenting the Perſon of the Emperor, when he 
was not himſelf in the Field; which rarely 
happened: for thoſe Princes eſteemed it as 
a leſſening ot their Authority to be abſent from 
their Armies, and thought it very impolitick 
to truſt their Force in the Hands of another. 

THEIR Manner of engaging was the ſame 
which we have deſcribed in the Battle of 72. 
$aſeo; but their Troops were better diſciplin'd, 
and the Soldiers more obedient: They had 
more Nobles to head them, and greater Hopes 
of Reward. They quickly diſcharged their 
miſſive Arms to make Uſe of their Swords, 
and very often of their Hands; for it was rec- 
koned a greater Action to make a Captive, 
than to kill an Enemy ; and he was accounted 
the braveſt Man who brought moſt Priſoners 
to the Sacrifice. The Military -Employments 
were much eſteemed, and well ſupported; for 
 Motezuma rewarded with oreat Liberality thoſe 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves in Battle, and 
had himſelf ſo martial a Genius, and was fo 
zealous for the Reputation of his Arms, that 
he invented honourable Rewards for the Nobles 
Who ſerved in the Wars; inſtituting certain 
Military Orders, with their peculiar Habits and 
Marks, which gave both Honour and Diſtin@- 
ion. Some were called Knights of the Eagte, 
| others of the Deer, and a third of the 3 
a 
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and they bore the Device of their Order either 


painted on their Robe, or hanging to it. He 


founded alſo another Order of Knighthood 
ſuperior to theſe, to which only Princes were 
admitted, or Nobles deſcended from a Royal 
Line: And to add thereto the greater Honour, 
he took the Habit himſelf. Theſe Knights 
had Part of their Hair bound with a Red Rib- 
band, and among the Plumes which adorned 
the Head, Taſſels of the fame Colour, which 
hung down upon the Shoulders, more or jeſs, 
according to the Actions of the Cavaliers, which 
were. known by the Number of Taſſels, which 
were augmented with great Solemnity, as they 
ſignaliz d themſelves by new Exploits; ſo that 
there was always Room to increaſe this Pignity 
by ſome freſh Atchievement in War. 
| Ws cannot but commend in the Mexicans 
the generous Ardour with which they aſpired 
to theſe honourable Rewards, and in Moteguma 
the Merit of inventing them: For as this is 
Money the moſt eaſily coin d, ſo it holds the 
firſt Rank among the Treaſures of a Prince. 
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CHAP: xvit- 


An Heer how the Mei meaſur 4 
and computed their Months and Tears. 
Their Feſtivals, Marriages, with other 

Rites and Cuſtoms worthy of Remark. 


E E Mexicans had diſpos'd and regulated 
their Kalendar after a very notable Me. 
thod.. They adjuſted it by the Motion of the 
Sun, making his Altitude and Declination the 
Meaſure of Times and Seaſons. They allow'd 
their Year Three Hundred Sixty Five Days, as 


we do; but they divided them into Eightcen 


Months, aſſigning to each Month Twenty 
Days, which made Three Hundred and Sixty; 
the other Five, which were a Kind of Inter- 
calary Days, they added at the End of the Year, 
to make it anſwer the Courſe of the Sun: 

During theſe Five Days (which they believed 
were left purpoſely by their Anceſtors as Days 


of Vacation) they gave themſelves up wholly | 


to Idleneſs, and only ſtudy d how to loſe that 
Overplus of Time. Tradeſmen . left off Work, 
and ſhut up their Shops; the Buſineſs of the 
Tribunals ceas'd, and the very Sacrifices in their 
Temples: They viſited cach other, and all Peo- 
ple endeayour'd to entertain themſelves with 
Variety of Diverſions, ſignifyi ing that by this 
Intetmiſſion they were preparing themſelves 
anew for the Works and Labours of the en- 

ſuing 


8 
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ſuing Yeat, whoſe Beginning they plac'd on 
the Firſt Day of the Spring, diffcring from the 
Solar Year, according to the Computation of 
Aſtrologers, only Three Days, which they took 
from our Month of February. 

Taty had alſo their Weeks, of Thirteen 
Days, with different Names, which they mark d 
in their Kalendar by Images. Their Ages coti- 
ſiſted of Four Weeks of Yeats; the Method 
and Diſtribution of which were very artful and 
notable, and carefully preſerv'd for a Memo- 
rial of all that happen'd. They made a great 
Circle, which they divided into Fifty-two De- 

Trees, allo wing a Year for every Degree. In 
the Centre they painted the Effigies of the Sun, 
from whoſe Rays proceeded Four Lines of dif- 
ferent Colours, which equally divided the Cir- 
cumference, leaving Thirteen Degrees to each 
Semidiameter; and theſc Diviſions ſerv'd as 
Signs of their Zodzack, upon which their Ages 
had their Revolutions, and the Sun his Aſpects, 
proſperous or adverſe, according to the Colour 
of the Line. In a larger Circle, incloſing the 
other, they mark'd, with their Figures and 
Characters, the Accidents of the Age, and all 
Occurrences which had happen'd worthy of - 
Memory. And theſe ſecular Maps were as 
publick Inſtruments, which ſerv'd for a Proof 
of their Hiſtory. It may be reckon'd among 
the wiſeſt Inſtitutions of their Government, 
that they had Hiſtoriographers capable of hand- 
ing down to Poſterity, the Exploits of their 
Nation. | 
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THey had a Mixture of Superſtition in the 
Computation of their Ages; for they were 
taught, that the World was in Danger of De- 
ſtruction, when the Sun had finiſh'd the Revolu- 
tion of thoſe Four greater Weeks; and when 
the laſt Day of the Fifty- two Years was come, 
all the People prepar'd themſelves for that 
dreadful and ultimate Calamity. They took 
Leave of the Light with Tears, and expected 
Death without any previous Sickneſs : They 
broke their Houſhold Veſlels, as unneceſſary 
_ Lumber; they extinguiſh'd their Fires, walking 
about all the Night like diſtracted People, with- 
out daring to take any Reſt, till they knew 
whether they were to be for ever conſign'd 
to the Regions of Darkneſs. But upon the 
Dawning of the Day, they began to recover 
their Spirits, with their Eyes fix'd towards the 
Eaſt; and at the firſt Appearance of the Sun, 
they ſaluted him with all their Muſical Inftru- 
ments, with Hymns, and Songs which ex- 
preſs d their confus d Joy: Then they congra- 
tulated each other upon their being ſecure of 
the World's Duration for another Age, imme- 
diately crowded to their Temples to render 
Thanks to their Gods, and to receive from the 
Prieſts new Fire, which they kept burning with 
the greateſt Violence before the Altars, being 
conſtantly fed with dry Wood. Next they 
made anew all Proviſion for their neceſſary 
Subſiſtence, and this Day was celebrated with 
publick Rejoicings, and the Dancing and other 
Diverſions were dedicatcd thro' the whole City 
| to 
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to the Renewal of Time, much after the ſame 
Manner wherewith Rome celebrated her Se- 
cular Games. | 

THEIR Emperors receiv'd the Crown upon 
Conditions very particular: For the Election 
being made after the Manner already obſery'd, 
the new King was oblig'd to take the Ficld 
with the Forces of the Empire, and obtain ſome 
Victory over his Enemies, or ſubdue ſome Re- 
bels, or ſome neighbouring Province, before 


he was crown'd, or permitted to aſcend the 


Royal Throne. A Cuſtom worthy of Obſer- 
vation, and the chief Means by which this 
Monarchy roſe to ſuch a Height in ſo few Years. 
So ſoon as the victorious Prince was found to 
be qualify'd for the Regal Dignity by the Suc- 
_ ceſs of his Enterprize, he return'd triumphant- 
ly to the City, and made his publick Entry 
with great State and Solemnity: All the Nobj- 
lity, Miniſters, and Prieſts, accompany'd him 
to the Temple of the God of War, where he 
alighted from his Chair, and after having of- 
fer d the cuſtomary Sacrifices, the Electoral 
Princes cloath'd him in Royal Robes, arming 
his Right-Hand with a Sword of Gold, edg d 
with Flint, the Enſign of Juſtice; and his Left 
with a Bow and Arrows, ſignifying his Power 


and Command in War: Then the King of 


Tegcuco plac'd the Crown upon his Head, by 

a Privilege belonging to him as Firſt Elector. 
AFTER this, one of the moſt eloquent Ma- 
giſtrates made a long Harangue, wiſhing him 
Joy of the Dignity, in the Name of the whole 
2 Empire: 3 
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Empire; and added ſome Documents, repre- 


ſenting the Troubles and Cares that attend a 
Crown, with the Obligations he lay under to 
regard. the Publick Good of his Kingdoms; 
recommending to him the Imitation of his Ar- 
ceſtors. This Speech being ended, the Chief 


of the Prieſts approach'd him with great Reve- 


rence, and from his Hand the King took an 
"Oath, with Circumſtances very obſervable. 


Firſt, 'he {wore to maintain the Religion of 


his Anceſtors: That he would obſerve the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Empire: That he 
would treat his Vaſſals with Lenity : That 
during his Reign they ſhould have ſeaſonable 
Rains : That no Inundations of Rivers, Steti- 
lity of Soil, or malignant Influences of the 
Sun ſhould happen. A notablc Compact be- 
tween a King and his Vaſlals, and ridicul'd by 
Fuſtus Lipſens But we may venture to ſay, 
that by this Oath, they endeayour'd to oblige 
him to reign with ſuch Moderation, that he 
might not by any Action of his own, draw 
down the Indignation of Heaven ; as not be- 
ing ignorant that theſe Kinds of Chaſtiſements, 
and publick Calamitics, fall ſometimes on the 
Subjects for the Sins and Exorbitances of the 
Prince. 
: For the reſt of the Rites and Cuſtoms of 
khis Nation, we ſhall only touch on thoſe which 
deſerve a Place in Hiſtory, omitting their Su- 
_perſtitions, Indecencies, and Obſcenitics, which 
' would defile the Narration, tho told Without 
Offence to Truth. 

Aver 
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AMIDST ſuch a Multitude of Gods, as. we. 
have before obſery'd, and ſuch. Obſcurity an 
Blindneſs in their Idolatry, they ſtill acknow- 
ledg'd a Superior Deity, to whom they attri- 
buted the Creation of the Heavens, and the 
Earth: And this Original of all Things was, 

amongſt the Mexicans, a God without a Name, 
there being no Word in their Language where; 
by to expreſs him. They only fignify d that 
they knew him, by looking up towards Hea- 
ven With Veneration, and giving him, after 
ay, the Attribute ES Ineffable, with 


this K 1 of the firſt Cauſe which, in 
Appea nce, ſhould have facilitated their be- 
ing undeceivd, was of little Uſe upon that 
Occaſion ; for it was impoſſible to make them 
believe that this ſame Deity could govern th 
whole Univerſe without the Aſſiſtance. of 
other Gods, tho in their Apprehenſion he had 
the Power to create it; and they were per- 
ſuaded, that there were not any Gods in the 
other Parts of Heaven, till Men began to be- 
come miſerable in Proportion as they multi- 
plicd; looking on the Gods as favourable 
Cenii, who were produc'd when there was 
Occaſion for them; ; without being in the leaſt 
ſhock'd at the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing them to 
owe their Being and Divinity to the Miſeries of 
human Nature. 
I uxv believd the Immortality of the Soul, 
. Rewards and Puniſhments 5/3 a 
3 | future 


1 Tt ; 


time the Nature of Virtue and Vice: And this 
Truth was obſcur'd with other Errors; for they 
buried great Quantities of Gold and Silver with 
their Dead, to bear the Expences of their Jour- 
ney, which they. believ d to be both long and 
troubleſome. They put to Death ſome 'of 
their Servants to accompany them ; and it was 
à common thing for Wives to celebrate the 
Exequies of their Husbands with their own 
Death. Princes were oblig'd to have Monu- 
ments of a vaſt Extent ; for "the greateſt Part of 
their Riches and Family were interr'd with 
them ; both the one and the other in Propor- 
tion to their Dignity and Grandeur. The 
whole Number of Houſhold Officers were 
oblig d to accompany the Prince into the other 
World, together with ſome Flatterers among 
them, who at that Time ſuffer'd for the De- 
geit of their Profeſſion. The Bodies were 


carry'd with great Pomp and Solemnity to the 


Temples, from whence their Prieſts came forth 
to receive them, with their Copper Cenſers, 


ſinging to the Sound of hoarſe and ill. tun d 


Flutes, Hymns and Funeral Elegies, in a dif: 
mal melancholy Tone. They often rais'd up 
on high the Bier, during the voluntary Sacti- 
fice of thoſe miſerable Wretches, who had de- 
voted both Bodies and Souls to Slavery. A 
Ceremony of remarkable Variety, composd 
of ridiculous Abuſes, and deplorable Barba- 
rities! 


THEIR 
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Taxir Marriages bore the Form of. Con- 
tracts, with ſome religious Ceremonies. The 
preliminary Articles being all agreed upon, 
the Couple appear'd in the Temple, and one 
of the Prieſts examin'd their Inclinations by 
ccrtain ceremonial Queſtions, appointed by 
Law for that Purpoſe: After that he took the 
Tip of the Woman's Veil with one Hand, and 
one Corner of the Husband's Garment in the 
other, tying the ſame together at the Ends, to 
ſ1 ignify the interior Tye of their Affections. 
Under this Sort of Nuptial Voke, they return d 
to their Habitation, accompany d by the ſame 
Prieſt, where imitating the Superſtition of the 
Nomans with regard to their Dii Lares, or 
Houſhold Gods, they paid a Viſit to the Dome- 
ſtick Fire, which they beliey'd to be concern d 
in the Union between the married Pair: They 
went round it Seven times, following the 
Prieſt; after which they ſat down to receive 
their equal Share of the Heat, and then the 
Marriage was thought to be accompliſh'd. 
They regiſter'd in a publick Inſtrument, the 
Portion brought by the Bride, every Part where- 
of the Husband was oblig'd to reſtore, in caſe 
they parted, which very frequently happen d; 
for mutual Conſent was judg d a ſufficient 
Cauſe for a Divorce: A Caſe in which the 
Law never interfer'd, but left it to the Parties 
concern'd, who beſt knew each other, to be 
their own Judges. The Girls remain'd with 
the Mother, and the Boys went with the Fa- 
ther; but when once the Marriage was thus 
Ff 4 7 difloly'd, 
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diſſolvd, it was inevitable Death for them to 


come together again : So that notwithſtand- 
ing the natural Inconſtancy of that fickle Na- 
tion, the Danger of attempting to have any 
Cohabitation after a Divorce was no ſmall 
Check upon them, and prevented many a 
Couple from parting. They were very carc- 
ful of the Virtue and Conduct of their Wiyes, 
as a Point in which their Honour was ncarly 


concern'd ; and amidſt that boundleſs Licenti- 


ouſneſs and Liberty with which they indule'd 


their ſenſual Appetites, they abhorr'd and pu- 


niſh'd Adultery with the utmoſt Rigour ; not 
ſo much upon Account of the Atrocity of the 
Vice, as for the Inconveniencies which attend- 
cd it. 

THEIR new- born Infants were carry'd to the 
Temples with Solemnity, and the Prieſts re- 
ceivd them with certain Admonitions, con- 
cerning the Troubles to which they were born. 
If they were the Sons of Nobles, they put a 
Sword into the Child's Right-Hand, and upon 
his Left Arm a Shield, kept in the Temple for 
that Purpoſe. If of Plebeian Extraction, they 

ut into their Hands mechanical Inſtruments; 


and the Females of both Degrees had only the 


Diſtaff and Spindle, ſignifying to each the Kind 
of Employment which Deſtiny had prepar'd 
for them. This Firſt Ceremony being over, 
they were brought up to the Altar, and there 
with a Thorn of Maguey, or a Lancet of Flint, 
they drew ſome Drops of Blood from the 
| Privy-Parts; after n they either ſprinkled 

: them 


; 
| 
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chem with Water, or dipp'd them into it, uſing 
at the ſame Time certain Invocations. In 
which Ceremony it ſhould ſcem that the Devil, 
the Inventer of theſe Rites, was ambitious to 
imitate Baptiſm and Circumciſion, with the 
ſame Pride with which he endeavour'd to coun- 
terfeit the other Ceremonies, and even the Sa- 
craments of the Catholick Church; ſince he 
 introduc'd among theſe Barbarians the Con- 
feſlion of Sins, giving them to underſtand, 
that thereby they obtain'd the Favour of their 
Gods. He inſtituted: likewiſe-a ridiculous Sort 
of Communion, which the Prieſts adminiſtred 
upon certain Days in the Year, dividing into 
ſmall Bits an Idol made of Flour, mix'd up into 
Paſt with Honcy, which they call'd The God 
of Penitence. They had likewiſe Jubilees, 
Proceſſions, Offerings of Incenſe, and other 
Forms of Divine Worſhip : Nay, they even 
gave their Chief Prieſts the Title of Popes in 
Their Language; by which we find, that this 
Imitation coſt Satan a very particular Study and 
Application, whether with a Deſign to abuſe 
and prophane the Sacred Myſteries and Cere- 
monies, by mingling them with his Abomi- 
nations, or that he cannot yet repent of his 
Ambition, but is {till aſpiring and affecting to 
imitate the Moſt High. 

TRE reſt of the Rites and Cerenoniay of 
theſe miſerable Heathens were ſhocking and 
horrible, both to Reaſon and Nature: Beſti- 
alities, and incongruous, | ſtupid Abſurdities, 
which ſeem'd altogether incompatible with the 

Regularity 
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Regularity and admirable' Qeconomy which 
was obſerved in the other Parts of that Goycrn- 
ment; and would ſcarce be believ'd, were not 
Hiſtories full of Examples of the like Weak- 
neſſes and Errors of Human Capacities in other 


Nations, who are no leſs blind, tho' in Parts 


of the World where they e the Means of 


being more enlighten d. Sacrifices of Human 


Blood began much about the ſame Time with 
Idolatry; and many Ages ago the Devil in- 


troduc'd them amongſt thoſe Nations, from 


whom the 1/raelzres learn'd to ſacrifice their 
Sons to the Idols of Canaan. The horrible 
and deteſtable Cuſtom of Mens eating each 
other, has been ſeen practiſed many Ages fince 
amongſt other barbarous People of our Hemi- 
ſphere; as Galatia confeſſes in her Antiquities, 


and Scythia in her Anthropophagi. Logs of 


Wood worſhip'd for Deities, ſuperſtitious Au- 


guries, the furious Agitations of Prieſts, their 


Communication with the Devil by his Oracles, | 
and other Abfurditics equally abominable, have 


been admitted, and reverenced by other Gen- 


tiles, who were otherwiſe endowed with great 


; Senſe, and were perfectly well skill'd in Mo- 
rality and Politicks. Greece and Rome wanted 


the Knowledge of the true Religion, tho in 
every Thing elle they gave Laws to tlie whole 
World, and left edifying Examples to Poſterity. 
From all this we are oblig'd to confeſs the Defi- 
ciency and the ſmall Extent of human Wiſdom, 
which reaches but a very little farther than the 
ſuperficial Know edge: it receives from 1 
an 
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and Experience, whenever that teveal'd Light, 
by which we diſcover the very Eſſence of Truth 
itſelf, is wanting. The Mexican Religion was 


therefore no other than a deteſtable Compound 


of all the Errors and Abominations, which had 
been received among the Gentiles in the dit- 
ferent Parts of the World. 


Wx ſhall not enter into the Detail of their | 


particular Feſtivals and Sacrifices, their Ceremo- 
nies, Sorceries, and Superſtitions; not only be- 
cauſe we meet them at every Step, with tedious 
Repctitions, in all the Hiſtories of the Indies, 
but becauſe it is our Opinion we cannot be 
too cautious how we give our Pen too large a 
Scope upon a Subject of this Nature; and at 
the beſt, we look upon it as an unneceſſary 
| Leſſon, as affording the Reader little Pleaſure, 
and much leſs Profit. 


— — * 
, —_ 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Motezuma continues his, Entertainments and 


Preſents to the Spaniards. Letters brought 

from Vera-Cruz with an Account of the 
Battle wherein Juan de Eſcalante loft his 
Life: Upon which Cortes reſobyes to ſecure 
the Perſon of Motezuma. 


\HE Spaniards obſerved all theſe No- 
velties not without great Admiration, 
tho oP enen d to conceal and diſſemble 
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to nn their Countenances upon theſ 


firſt Days were taken up in various Paſtimes and 
Diverſions. The Mexrcans gave ſplendid and 
oſtentatious Proofs of their Abilities, with a 
Deſire of entertaining their Gueſts, and not 
without an Ambition of diſplaying their Dex. 
terity in the Management of their Arms, and 


their Activity in all their other Exerciſes. M! 


teguma encourag'd thoſe Shews and Enter- 
tainments, laying aſide all Majeſty, contrary to 
his accuſtom d Pride and Reſervedneſs. Upon 
all Occaſions he took Cortes, attended by "= 
Captains, along with him, and treated him 
With a Dofenence and Reſpect full of Huma 
Kity, which appeared prodigious in one of his 
Character, and occaſioned thoſe who knew 
him to have the greater Eſteem for the Spa- 
mards. Their Vifits were frequent and punctual; 
Cortes went to the Palace, and Moteguma to 
the Spaniſh Quarters. The Emperor was con- 
tinually admiring every Thing that came from 
Spain, belicving it to be a Part of Hcaven; 
alid io high an Idca he had of the King, that 
it exceeded the Conceptions he entertain d of 
his Gods. He was ever endcavouring to gain 


the Affection of the Spaniards, by diſtributing 
Curioſitics and Jewels amongſt the Captains 
and Soldicrs, mot without Diſcernment and 
Diſtinction of Merit; for he carcſs'd moſt of 
the Officers of Diſtinction, and knew how to 
Proportion the Gift to the Importance of the 

Perſon 


Occaſtons, that they might maintain the Su- 
periority they affected over thoſe People. The 
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perſon whom he defign'd to oblige. The No- 
bility, in Imitation of their King, were ambi- 
tious to tender themſelves agreeable to all the 
Strangers, by treating them with a Reſpe& 
that ſavour'd of Submiſſion : As for the Po- 
pulace, they bent their Knees to the meaneſt 
of the Spaniſh Soldiers. In this Manner they 
enjoy'd an agreeable Repoſe, with ſomething 
continually new to divert, and nothing to diſturb 
them. But they were not long without Oc- 
caſion of Diſquiet ; for about this Time there 
came two Tlaſcalan Soldiers to the City 
through By-ways, diſguiſed in the Habits of 
Mexicans, who going privately to Cortes, 
gave him a Letter from Vera. Crug, which 
chang'd the Face of Affairs, and fore'd him 
upon Reſolutions leſs pacifick. 

JUAN DE ESCALANTE, who, 25 we have 
ſaid before, had the Government of the New 
Colony, was employ'd in continuing his For- 
tifications, and preſerving his Correſpondence ' 
with thoſe Indian Friends whom Cortes had 
left him; and remain'd in this State of Tran- 
quility without any Accident, till he received 
Advice, that one of Motezuma s Generals was 
marching up and down in thar Province with 
a conſiderable Army, committing Hoſtilities 
upon ſome Towns with which he had ſettled 
an Alliance, which depending upon the Pro- 
tection of the Spaniards, refuſed to pay their 
accuſtom'd Tribute. This General's Name was 
Qualpopoca, and commanded all the Forces 
that were cantoned upon the Frontiers of Zem- 
poala; and having aſſembled them to ſupport 

the 


the Commiſſaries appointed to gather the Tax, 
he committed great Diſorders, Extortions, and 
Violences upon thoſe People, accompanying 
the Rigour of the Officers with the Licentiouf. 
neſs of the Soldiery; both the one and the 


other, a Sort of People inſatiably greedy, who | 


commonly call pillaging the Subject, ſerving 
the Prince. 


IE Totonaques, who inhabited the hilly 
Country, and whoſe Dwellings thoſe Troops 


were then deſtroying, were the firſt who com- 
plained. They beſceched Juan de Eſcalante 
to take up Arms in Defence of his Confede- 
rates, and offered to aſſiſt in the Undertaking 
with their whole remaining Strength. He 
comforted them with the Aſſurance that he re- 
ſented their Injurics as done to himſelf : But 
before he would proceed to Extremities, he 
reſolved to ſend Meſſengers to the Mexican 
General, deſiring him, in a friendly Manner, 
That he would ſuſpend his Hoſtility, until 
« ſuch Time as he ſhould receive freſh Orders 
from the Emperor, ſince it was not poſlible 
c for him to have authoriz'd a Proceeding of 
cc“ that Kind, when he had admitted to his 
« Court Ambaſladors from the Eaſtern Mon- 
cc arch, to ſct on Foot a Treaty of Peace and 
« Confederacy between the two Crowns.” 
This Meſſage was carried by two Zempoalans, 
Men of good Addreſs, reſiding in Yera-Crus ; 
and the Anſwer of the Mexican was inſolent 
and injurious : * That he was very well able 


% to comprehend and execute the Orders of 
his 
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« his Prince; and if any one ſhould pretend 
« to divert him from the Chaſtiſement of thoſe 
« Rebels, he likewiſe knew how to maintain 
« in the Field what he had undertaken.” 
UAN DE ESCALANTE could not diſ- 
ſemble his Reſentment; nor was it fit for him 
to refuſe the Challenge in the View of thoſe 
Indians, who were intereſted in the Succeſs 
of the Totonaques, who ran the ſame Riſque, 
and had put themſelves under the ſame: Pro- 
tection : Wherefore having inform'd himſelf 
that the Groſs of the Enemies Body did nor 
exceed four thouſand Men, he immediately 
aſſembled two thouſand Indians, the greateſt 
Part of whom were Totonaques of the hilly 
Country; who being either ſuch as had fled 
before Qualpopoca, or, irritated by his Vio- 
lences, came to ſhelter themſelves under E/- 
calante's Protection; at the Head of which 
Number, well appointed after their Manner, 
and forty Spaniards, two of them arm'd with 
Arquibuſes, and three with Croſs-Bows, and 
with two Pieces of Artillery, he began his 
March towards thoſe Towns which wanted his 
Aſſiſtance, leaving Yera-Cruz but weakly gar- 
riſon d. | = 
| QUAL POPOCA had Notice of his Motions, 
and advanc'd to receive him, with all his Troops 
in exceeding good Order, near a {mall Village, 
ſince call'd Almeria. A. little after Day-break 
both Armies came in Sight of cach other, and. 
engag'd with equal Reſolution ; but in a little 


while the Mexicans gave Way, and began to 
retire 
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retire in great Diſorder. - It happen'd at the 
fame Time, that the 2 of our Party, 
either not being inur d to War, or, from the 
accuſtom d Dread they had of the Mexicans, 
were diſpirited, and lagg'd behind, till at laſt 
they betook themſelves to Flight, and could 
not be prevail'd to rally, either by Perſuaſion, 
Compulſion, or Example: A rare Accident, which 
muſt be reckon d among the unaccountable 
Events which happen in War, when the Con- 
querors fly from the Conquered! The Enemy 
fled with Precipitation and Dread, and were 
ſo careful of their own Safety, that they did 
not obſerve how much our Troops were di- 
miniſh'd, but only did what they could, in a 
diſorderly Manner, to retire to the next Town, 
whither Juan de Hſcalante purſued them, with 
little more than his forty Spaniards; and im- 
mediately commanding the Place to be fired 
in different Parts, attack d them at the ſame 
Time with ſo much Reſolution, that, without 
giving them Leiſure to diſcover the Smallneſs 
of his Numbers, he broke, and intirely diſ- 
lodg'd them, obliging them to turn their Backs 
and diſperſe themſelves in the Woods. The 
Indians, after the Action was over, affirm'd 
that they ſaw in the Air a Woman, reſembling 
her whom the Strangers worſhip'd for the Mo. 
ther of their God, who dazzled and aſtoniſh'd 
them in ſuch a Manner, that ſhe depriv d them 
of Strength or Power to ſtand their Ground. 
This Miracle did not manifeſt itſelf to the 
Spantzards, but the Succeſs they met with made 
It 
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it credible; and the Soldiers were now all ac- 
cuſtom d to ſhare with Heaven the Glory of 
their Exploits. | 

Tris was a very ſignal Vitary, but it coſt 
the Spaniards dear; for Juan de Eſtalante 
was mortally wounded, with ſeven other Sol- 
diers, of which Number the Indians carty'd 
off Juan de Arguillo, a Native of Leon, a 
Man of an extraordinary Stature, and very great 
Strength, who fell, valiantly fighting, 11 
Time when he could not be ſuccour d: The 
reſt all died of their Wounds at Vera-Cruz, = 
within three Days. | 
Ox this Loſs, with all its Circumſtances, the 
Council of Vera - Crua ſent Cortes an Account, 
that he might name a Succeſſor to Juan de 
Eſcalante, and be appriz'd of the Poſture of- 
his Affairs in thoſe Parts. Cortes read the 
Letter, with the Concern that ſuch a Piece of 
ill News requir d. He communicated the ſame 
to his Captains, and without entering at that 
Time into all its Conſequences, or diſcovering 
the Whole of his Chagrin, he deſir'd them to 
reflect upon this Accident, and to give him 
Time for the forming ſuch a Reſolution as it 
ſhould pleaſe God to inſpire, recommending 
very particularly to Father Bartolome de Ol. 
* to contribute to it by his Prayers, and 
to all in general to keep the News ſecret, that 
a Diſaſter of ſuch Importance might not come 
to the Ears of the Soldiers, and be made 4 
Subject of common Diſcourſe. 3 

Vort Lk 7 G g 5 HE 


He afterwards retir'd to his own Ap; Arten, 


and began to reflect on all the Inconveniencies 
which might reſult from this Misfortune. He 


thought on ſeveral Expedients, and rejected ſo! 
them again: The Force of his Fancy even tir d tel 
him with Variety, at once repreſenting to him be 
the Remedics and Difficulties attending them. 55 
Authors report, that he walk'd about a great Ni 
Part of the Night, and by mere Accident diſ- of 
cover'd at that Time a Place ncwly plaiſter'd he 
up, in which Moteguma conccal'd the Trea- a 
ſures of his Father; and that after he had viewd to 
them, he order'd the Place to be ſtopp'd up be 
again, without ſuffering any thing to be taken VIC 
away. I ſhall not dwell upon the Diverſion A) 
which this Difcovery might give to his Uncaſi- Al 
| neſs, ſince it appears that it laſted not long, th 
1 but ſoon gave Way to that Application of th 
Thought, which ended in a ſteady Reſolution th 
to take thoſe Meaſures which I am going to of 
relate. | 
An ſent privately for the moſt ſenſible and aft 
beſt affected Indiaus of his Army, of whom th 
he demanded, © If they had obſerved any Al- Pr 
& teration in the Minds of the Mexicans, and M 
« in what Eſteem the n were at the 7 ; 
* preſent among them?” They anſwcr'd, O 
That the common People were taken up th 
« with their Feſtivals made for the Diverſion N 
« of the Spaniards, whom they reverenc'd, * 
te becauſe they ſaw them honoured by their . 
W. 


A 2 ann But that the Nobility ſeem'd pen- 
& fivc 
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« five and myſterious; that they had ſecret 
Conferences, the Reſult of which they kept 
« very private.” They faid, they had obſerv'd 
ſome Expreſſions which admitted a ſiniſter In- 
terpretation ; one of which was, T hat it would 
be no difficult Matter to break down the 
Bridges of the Cauſey, with others of the ſame 
Kind, which all together gave ſufficient Cauſe 
of Suſpicion. Two or three of thoſe Indians 
heard it whiſper'd, that ſome few Days before, 
a Spaniard's Head was brought as a Preſent 
. Motezuma ; and that he commanded it to 
be taken away and conceal'd, after he had 
view'd it with ſome Aſtoniſhment, it being of 
a very large Size, and the Face of a fierce - 
Aſpect, Marks which agreed very well with 
that of Juan de Arguillo. This redoubled 
the Uneaſineſs of Cortes; for hence it appear'd, 
that Moteguma was privy to the Proceedings 
of his General. : 
Urox theſe Advices, and the Reflections he 
afterwards made thereupon, he ſhut himſelf up 
the next Morning with his Captains, and ſome 
principal Soldiers, who, upon Account of their 
Merit or Experience, were wont to aſſiſt at the 
Funtas, where he laid the Caſe, with all its 
Circumſtances, before them, and acquainted 
them what Information he had recciv'd the 
Night before from his truſty Indians, weighing 
with great Sedateneſs of Temper, the Danger 
with Which they: were threaten d: He touch d 
with great Addreſs upon the Difficulties which 
. 1 
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might occur; and then, without ſhe wing which 5 
Way his own Sentiment inclin'd, he was ſilent, 4 
and gave them free Liberty to diſcuſs the 7 
Affair. 3 
- Tuzxy were of different Opinions: Some £2 
were for deſiring Motezuma's Paſſport, and * 
marching immediately to the Relief of Vera. 
Crus: Others found great Difficulties in the MW & 
Retreat, and were for going off privately, W 1 
without forgetting the Riches they had acquir d. 
But the greateſt Part were of Opinion, that # 
they ſhould continue in Mexico, without ſeem- 9) 
ing to have any Knowledge of what had paſs d 0 
at Vera. Crus, till they could find ſome Means 7 
to retreat with Safety. But Cortes, recapitu- | a 
lating the ſeveral Propoſals had been made, M © 
and highly commending the Zeal with which | 2 
they had all endeavour'd to hit the Point, de- ö 
livered himſelf thus: l 
I can by no means _ to that Propo- * 
ſition of deſiring a Paſſ] Yport F rom Motezuma ; , 
| for after having open'd the Way to his Court | : 
A with our Arms, in Spite of all Oppoſi tion, we 4 
muſt unavoidably fink very low in the Opinion = 5 
| of the Mexicans, when once it ſhall be known, * 
that we ſtand in Need of their Favour to 5 
retire. If Motezuma has ill Deſiens againſt 0 
us, he may grant the Paſſport, with ng other 7 
View than to deſtroy 4s in our Retreat; and C 


= if he ſhould deny it, then we ſhall be obliged 
= to march out by Force, 2 expoſe ourſelves 4 
« 2 1 
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to a certain Danger, after having declared 
our Weakneſs. . Much leſs am I of Opinion, 
that we ſhould offer to retreat by Stealth, for 
by ſo doing, we ſhall at once brand ourſelves 
with the infamous Epithet of Fugitives, and 
= Motczuma can, with the greateſt Eaſe ima- 
= 2:nable, 45 eſs himſelf of the Paſſes, by e, 
 OScouts before to give Notice of our March. 
And in ſhort, in my Opinion, it is by no Means 
convenient at this Functure, even to think 
of retiring ; for after what Manner ſoever 
we attempt it, it will infallibly be at the Ex- 
pence of our Reputation; and having once 
loft our Friends and Confederates, whom that 
and nothing elſe engages on our Side, we ſhall 
aſſuredly Rd ourſelves without one Foot of 
Ground to tread upon with any Security. For 
theſe Conſiderations, I conclude, that they 
come neareſt to the Point who vote for our 


continuing here, without . Notice of any 
thing till we can go off with Honour, and for 


trying in the mean while what may happen 
agreeable to that Hope. Both Reſolutions, it 
is true, are equally hazardous, but not equally 
honourable; and it would be a Misfortune, 
unworthy of Spaniards, to chuſe to die a dife 
honourable Death, when they have it in their 
Option, to do the contrary. I makeno Queſtion 
but that it is neceſſary for us to ſtand our 
Ground where we are; the Manner how we 
ſrall effett it is what moſt employs my Thoughts, 
Me are acquainted with the Rumours which 
=3 begin 
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begin to ſpread among the Mexicans. The 


k O 


Diſgrace which has befallen us at Vera- Cruz 
deſerves your ſerious Reffections; and Ar- 
guillo's Head preſented to Motezuma, js 4 
plain Indication, that he was no Stranger to 
the Expedition of his General; nay, his very 


Silence upon that Article, is a ſufficient Reaſon 


for us to ſuſpect his Intentions, Therefore 
upon conſidering the Whole, I am of Opinion, 
that in order to maintain ourſelves in this 
City with leaſt Hazard, it will be expedient 
to reſolue upon ſome great Action, that may 
give the Indians freſh Cauſe of Aſtoniſbment, 
and regain what Reputation we have loſt in 
their Eſteem by theſe unfortunate Accidents. 
To which End, (after having weigh'd other 
Projects, which would male more Noiſe than 
they would produce Effect) I hold it abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary to ſeize the Perſon of Mote- 
zuma, and bring him Priſoner to our Quarters. 
4A Reſolution which I cannot help thinking 
will ftirike Terror into them, and muſt needs 
keep them within Bounds, and at the ſame 
Zime will give us an Opportunity of capitu- 
lating after ſuch a Manner both with the 
King and his Vaſſals, as may be moſt for the 
Honour of eur Sovereign, and the common Se- 
curity. The Pretence of his Impriſonment, 
according to my Fudgment, muſt be the Death 
, Arguillo, to which he was privy, and the 
Breach of the Peace by one of his Generals ; 
with which two Offences we muſt give him 


iQ 
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to underſtand we have been acquainted, and 
for which we demand Satisfaction: For 
it would be to our Diſadvantage to ſeem 
ignorant of any Thing which they them- 
ſelves underſtand ; when they believe us ſi- 
perior to them in every reſpect, and ignorant 
of nothing, Theſe and ſuch other Errors of 
their Imaginations we muſt encourage, or at 
leaſt bear with, as extremely favourable to 
our bold Undertaking. I am very ſenſible of 
the Difficulties and Accidents which attend 
fo daring an Enterprise,; but great Actions 
have their Birth from great Dangers ; and 
God will certainly ſupport us, for many are 
the Wonders (I may venture to jay, the vi- 
dent Miracles) which he hath wrought for 
as in this Expedition; and why ſhould d not 
now believe, that this Perſeveranceof ours is 
the Effect of his divine Inſpiration ? His Fer- 
vice is the principal Motive of our Enterprise; 
and I cannot be perſuaded, that he has con- 
dutted us thus far by his extraordinary Pro- 
widence, to plunge us into unſurmountable 
Difficulties, and in our greateſt Neceſſity to 
abandon us to our own Weakneſs. 


HE enlarg'd with ſo much Energy upon this 
pious Conſideration, that he communicated to 
the whole Council the Vigour of his own 
Spirit, and brought them over to his Opinion 
firſt the Captains, Juan Velaſquez de Leon, 
Diego de Ordaz, with Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
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and then all the reſt applauded the judicious 
Arguments of their General, and judg'd the 
Goodneſs of the Remedy, by the heroick Gal- 
lantry of the Reſolution. Upon this Foot the 
Junta broke up, having reſolv d upon the Im- 


vj priſonment of Moteguma, and leaving the 
| Management of the Whole to the Diſcretion of 

| —_— 7. E 
| BERNAL DIAZ DEL CASTILLO, who 7 
= loſes no Opportunity of introducing himſelf | 
1 as the Author of all great Reſolutions, affirms, . 


that he, and ſome other Soldiers, advis d the 
Impriſonment of Motezuma, ſome Days before 
they had received any Intelligence of what had 
| _ - happen'd at Yera-Cruz: But other Relations 
do not agree with his, nor was there Occaſion, 
at that Juncture, to enter upon a Project of ſo. 
violent a Nature. He ſhould have kept him- 
ſelf within Bounds a little longer, and then 
his Advice would not have appear'd ſo impro- 
bable, and ſo much out of Seaſon. 3 8 
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CHAP. XIX. | 


The [. mpriſonment of Motezuma: An Account 
after what Manner it was effected, and 
how receiv'd * t his Vaſſals. 


T muſt be acknowledg'd, that this Reſo- 
lution of a few Spaniards, to ſeize ſo 
powerful a Prince in his own Court, amidſt 
all his Guards, was a Boldneſs without Example. 
The Recital of this Action, tho' true, ſeems 
wholly incompatible with the Sincerity of 
Hiſtory, and even in a Romance would ſurpaſs 
the Exaggerations and the Licence of Fable 
itſelf. It might have been call'd Temerity, 
had it beenundertaken ſpontaneouſly, and with 
a greater Liberty of Choice: But a Man is not 
properly term'd raſh, who ſhuts his Eyes to a 
Danger which he cannot avoid. Cortes ſaw 
himſelf equally loſt if he made a Retreat, which 
would ruin his Reputation, or ſtood his Ground 
without retrieving his fading Honour by ſome 
extraordinary Exploit. The Mind, when it 
finds itſelf ſurrounded on all Sides with Diffi- 
culties, violently flies to that which leaſt preſſes 
it; but the Method taken by Cortes, was in 
Truth the moſt difficult; whether he was re- 
ſolvd to end this Affair, one Way or other, 
at a Blow, or becauſe he could not accom- 
modate himſelf to Meaſures of a middle Nature. 


We 


. OT 
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We may fay, that it was great Magnanimity in 
him to elevatc. his Views ſo. high, or that Mi- 
litary Prudence is not ſuch an Enemy to Ex. 
tremes as Civil: But better it is, that this Re- 
ſolution of his ſhould paſs without a Name, 
or that, . only regarding the Succeſs, we 
place it among thoſe imperceptible Means 
which God made Uſe of in this Conqueſt; 
excluding, in Appearance, all natural Cauſes 
or Impulſes. c 

THE Hour when the Spaniards were ac- 
cuſtom d to wait upon Moteguma was choſen 
for the Execution of their Deſign, that no 
Alarm might be given by their making him 
an unſeaſonable Viſit. Cortes gave Orders to 
his Men to arm themſelves in their Quarters, 
ro ſaddle their Horſes, and to hold themſelves 
in a Readineſs, without making any Noiſe or 
Movement till they receiy'd freſh Inſtructions. 
He poſſeſs d himſelf of all the Avenues of the 
Streets leading; to Moteguma's Palace, with 
ſmall fcatter'd Detachments of Soldiers, and 
went to the Palace, accompany'd by the Cap- 
tains Pedro de A loarado, Gonzalode Sandoval, 
Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Franciſco de Lugo, 
and Alonſo Davila, having order'd Thirty pri- 
vate Men of his own chuſing to follow at a 
Diſtance. 

IT was no ſurprizing Sight to ſee them enter 
with their Arms, which they uſually carry d 
as a Military Ornament. Moteguma, as cuſto- 
mary, came out of his Apartment to reccive 

the 
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the Viſit, and they all took their Seats. His 
Servants, as by his Order they were always 
accuſtom'd to do, retir'd to another Part of 
the Palace; and when Donna Marina and Ge- 
ronimo Aguilar were come up, Cortes began 
his Complaint with a becoming Reſentment. 
Firſt he laid before Motezuma the Action of 
his General, who had the Inſolence to form 
an Army, and attack his Confederates, in Vio- 
lation of the Peace, and Royal Safeguard, under 
which they thought themſelves ſecure. Then 
he urg'd as a Crime, for which he ought to 
make Satisfaction to God and Man, the ſpilling 
the Blood of a Spaniard by the Mexicans, 
after they had made him Priſoner, to revenge 
upon him, in cold Blood, the Ignominy of their 
own ſhameful Defeat. And laſtly, he expos d 
in proper Colours, as a Point of ſtill greater 
Conſideration, the Excuſe made by Qualpapoca, 
and his Captains, who declar'd they had under- 
taken that unjuſtifiable War by the Emperor's 
_ expreſs Order: Concluding, That he thought 
he ow'd ſo much to his Majeſty, as not to give 
Credit to an Action ſo unworthy of his Great- 
neſs, as that of favouring the Spanzards in one 
Place, while he was endeavouring to deſtroy 
them in another. 

Mor EZZ UM chang'd Colour at the hear- 
ing of this Charge; and with all the Marks of 
Conviction interrupted Cortes, denying, as 
well as he could, that he had ever given any 
ſuch Orders: But Cortes reliev d his Confu- 
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fron by faying, « That he did believe it to be 
2 undoubtedly true, and was fully convinc'd, 


< that he had no Hand in ſo baſe an Action; 
but that the Spaniards would not be fo ſa 


'« risfied, nor even his own Vaſlals be unde. 
4 ceivd after ſuch a Declaration of his Ge- 
ee neral, unleſs they faw him give ſome extra- 
t ordinary Proof of what he affirm'd, that 

< might intirely efface the Impreſſion of ſuch 
— Calumny ; ; and that therefore he was come 
< to intreat him, that; without making any 


< Diſturbance, but as if it was his own ſpon- 


-<© taneous Choice, he would immediately go 
with him to the Spaniſh Quarters, with a Re- 


& ſolution not to ſtir from thence till it ſhould 


be made apparent to all, that he had not 
ce been concern'd in ſo perfidious an Action. 


To which Purpoſe he reprefented to him, 


4 That by this generous Confidence, fo well 
becoming a Princely Mind, he would not 
ce Only appeaſe the juſt Reſentment of the great 


4 Monarch whoſe Servant he was, and” the - 


<« Tealouſy of his Companions and Followers; 
© but that it would redound to his own Ho- 
te nour, which at preſent ſuffer'd a great Eclipſe ; 
“ giving his Word, both as a Gentleman, and 
<* a Miniſter to the moſt powerful Monarch in 


«© the Univerſe, that he ſhould be treated 
« amongſt the Spaniards with all the Reſpect 


due to his Royal Character; ſince they only 
4 deſir'd to be ſecure of his good Will, that 
FE they might have it in their Power to ſerve 
“ and 
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« and obey him with the greater Veneration.” 
Here Cortes left off ſpeaking, and Motezume 
likewiſe remain'd filent for ſome Moments, as 
amaz'd at the Boldneſs of the Propoſal. But 
Cortes, deſirous to reduce him by Gentleneſs, 
before he would determine on other Ways, 
added, hat the Quarters he had been pleas'd d 

to aſſign them, were in one of his Majeſty's 
„ own Royal Palaces, where ſometimes he was 
% wont to pals a few Days : That it could not 
c ſeem ſtrange to his Subjects, that he ſhould 
change his Reſidence to clear himſelf of a 
” Fault, which, being plac'd to his Account, 
would be the Complaint of one King againſt 
« another; whereas if it remain'd on his Ge- 
« neral, it might be redreſs'd by a proper 
0 Correction, without puſhing things to thoſe 
<«< Extremities and Violences, which generally 
attend the Deciſion of Quarrels which hap- 
pen between Sovereigns. 

MoTEZUMA could no longer ſuffer Cortes 
to enlarge upon Motives to perſuade him to a 
Thing which he judg'd impracticable; and let- 
ting him know, he underſtood what it was he 


aim d at by ſuch a Propoſition, reply d with 


ſome Impatience, That Princes of his Rank 


« ere not accuſtom'd to deliver themſelves 
<« up to a Priſon, nor would his Subjects per- 


« mit it, tho he ſhould forget his own Dig- 
ce nity ſo far, and ſtoop to ſo baſe a Compli- 
« ance.” To which Cortes anſwer d; * That 
4 provided he went willingly, without oblige- 
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Bi 
e ing the Spaniards to forget the Reſpect they ne 
= e had for him, he valu'd not the Oppoſition a | 
« of his Subjects, againſt whom he could em- by 
1 e ploy a ſufficient Force, without any Breach HH 
- © of their mutual Amity.” The Diſpute laſted 2 
long, Moteguma (till refuſing to leave his Pa- 2 
| lace, and Cortes endeayouring to perſuade and a 
5B ſecure him without proceeding to Extremities. je 
2 Motezuma made ſeveral Offers, being ſenſible 2 
| of the Hazard to which he was expos'd : He pro- 2 
pos d to ſend immediately for Qualpopoca, and U 
4 all his Officers, and give them up to Cortes 2 
= do be chaſtiz d as he ſhould think proper: He 7 
= offer'd Two of his Sons as Hoſtages, to be ſent 7 
Priſoners* to the Spaniſi Quarters, till ſuch 2 

Time as he ſhould perform his Promiſe; and 
repeated, with ſome Signs of Weakneſs, © That a 
& he was not a Perſon who could hide him- * 
4 ſelf, or flec to the Mountains. Cortes ap- f 
prov'd none of theſe Expedients; and Mote- , 


A 


Suma refusd to ſurrender himſelf: But the 
Captains, who were preſent at this Diſpute, 
| ſuſpeting the Danger that might enſue by this 
Delay, began to loſe Patience, intimating, that 
they muſt decide the Queſtion by Action; and 
Juan Velaſquez de Leon ſaid aloud, Let us 
leave off talking, and either ſeize or kill 
him. Motezumatook Notice of thoſe Words, 
which were utter'd with great Paſſion, and de- 
manded of Donna Marina, What it was that 
Spaniſh Captain ſpoke with ſo much Vehe- 
mence? And ſhe, with a Diſcretion which 
never 
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never fail'd her upon Occaſion, reply'd in ſuch 
a Manner as if ſhe apprehended being over-heard 
by the Spanzards ; My Lord, Jou run a great 
Hazard by not giving Way to the Inſtances o 
theſe People : Ton already know their Rep. 
lution, and the ſupernatural Power that 
aſſiſts them. I am your own Loyal Sub- 
ject; my Thoughts have no other Employ- 
ment than to do you Service, and I am like- 
wiſe one of their Confidents, well acquainted 
with the Secret of their Intentions. If you 
go with them, you will be treated with all 
the Reſpett that is due to your Perſon and 
Dignity ; and by reſiſting longer, you endan- 
ger your Life. 

1H1s ſhort Speech, deliver'd with Addreſs, 
and well-tim'd, prevail'd on Moteguma; who, 
without entring into any freſh Conteſts, roſe 
from his Scat, and ſaid to the Spaniards, © I 
« truſt myſelf into your Hands: Let us go to 
your Quarters, for ſo the Gods will have it, 
ce ſince you have carried your Point, and I am 
« determin'd.” He preſently call'd for his 
Servants, and commanded them to get ready 
his Chair and Equipage ; and told his Mini- 
ſters, © That for certain Reaſons of State, 
« which he had concerted with his Gods, he 
«* had reſoly'd to pals ſome Days in the Spa- 
<« 21 Quarters : That they ſhould underſtand, 
« and publiſh to all his Subjects, that he went 
4 of his own: Accord, and for his own Ad- 
<« vantage. He then gave Orders to one of 
the 


A 


* 2 
r Vas 


poca Priſoner, with the other Officers con- 


cern d in the Invaſion of Zempoala; to which 
Purpoſe he' gave him the Royal Signet, which 


he always carry'd'ty'd to his Right Arm, and 
bad him take Troops along with him, that he 
might make ſure of apprehending the Crimi- 
nals. All theſe Orders were given publickly, 


and Donna Marina explain'd them to Cortes, 


and the reſt of the Spaniſh Captains, that they 
might not take Umbrage upon hearing him 


talk to his Servants, or commit any . 


able Act of Violence. | 
HE left his Palace without any more Delay, 


taking with him all his uſual Attendants: The 
| Spaniards marched on Foot cloſe by his Chair, 


ſurrounding it under Pretence of waiting on 
him. A Report was preſently ſpread about 
the City, that the Strangers had carry'd off the 


Emperor ; and the Streets wete crowded itt. 


an Inſtant, with an Appearance of a general 


Inſurrection; for they made great Outcries; | 


throwing themſelves upon the Ground like 
Men in Deſpair; and ſome diſcover'd the Ten- 
derneſs of their Concern by their Tears: But 
Motezuma, with an Air of Gaiety and Com- 
poſure, appeas d the Tumult, and ſatisfy d them 
in ſome meaſure. He commanded them to 


ceaſe their Cries; and at the firſt Motion of his 
Hand a profound Silence enſu'd. He then told 


them, © That he was not going to a Priſon, 
* but, for his own Diverſion, to paſs a few 
«© Days 
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5 Days ch his, Friends the Strangers”, an: 
this g wering a Queſtion. before it Was ask d, 
confixm d what he endeavour d to diſown. 
When he arriy d at the Quarters which, as we 
have gbſery'd,. were in a Palace built by his Fa: 
ther, he gave Orders for his Guards to diſperſe 
the Populace, and to his Miniſters to publiſh, 
that it ſhould. be Death for any; one to Oeca- 
pal the leaſt Tumult or Diſturbance... He cout- 
ly careſs d the Spaniſh Soldiers, who went 
© Fae: to receive him with reſpeQful :Joy.. The 
Palace. being ae large and convenient 
to receive him, and all his Retinue, he pitch d 
upon an Apartment, ſeparate from the Spani- 
res, to relide in, which was inſtantly-furniſh'd 
N by his wn. Servants, with the beſt Moveables 
of his, Wardrobe; and Cortes plac'd a ſuffici- 
ent Gyard of Spaniſb Soldiers at the Avenues, 
and, doubled thole- of the Quarters, poſting 
Centinels in the neareſt Streets, and omitting 
:canttion. which an Action of that Con- 


. requir d. Orders were given to the 
Soldiets to permit the Entrance of thoſe of the 
Er | rs Retinue, (who were now all known) 
as likewiſe of the Nobility and Minifters who 
came to make their Court, with-Reſcrve to 
admit but a certain Number in the Room of 
others who went out, under Pretext of keep- 
ing: his Majeſty from being crowded;.;: Cortes 
went to viſit him the ſame Evening, firſt asking 
Leave, and obſerving the fame Formalities and 
Ceremonies as when he waited on him in his 


. on | 'H h Imperial 


as eil Palace. The Ine Reſptd ws ei d 
Him by the Officers and Soldiers of Diſtinetion: 
They all gave kim humble Than iks for the HO 
nour he did that Houfe; ES if he came thither 
by his own Choice; Aud ne Was as chearful 
and pleaſant to all, à8 if none were” preſent 
who had been Witnefles bf the: Reſiftaice*he 
would have made. He diſtributed- ariongſt 
them ſeveral Jewels with hisown Hand, which 
he brought on purpoſe: to thew his god Hnu- 
mour; and for all that could be obfer v d, either 
in his Behaviour or Enxpreſſions, he never once 
diſcover'd the leaſt Weakneſs under his Con- 
finement, nor ceas d fo maintain the Grandeur 
of an Emperor in the Coniſtincy With Which 
he endeavour d to unite thoſe two ingompati. 
ble Extremes, Majeſty: aft Dependency.” "IS 
none of his? Seryants or Minilters, whoſe At- 
tendance at all Hours Was permitted, did he 
diſcover the Secret of his Confinement; either 
for that he was aſham d te own it, or that he 
fear'd the Loſs of His Life, if they ſhow make 
the leaſt Diſturbance. At that Time this Re- 
tirement was regarded by: all as his own volun- 
tary Reſolution; for Wich Reaſon; the Pre- 
Yumption of the Spaniards was not << mich 
as talk'd of; being indeed ſo great, that it Was 
conceabd by the very Exceſs of it, as a Thi og 
impoſlible; arid exceeding the Bound 6f Ima. 
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| reid al N and in a ow — ro be · 
came ſo eaſy, that he had ſcarce any Inclination 
to change his Condition: Nevertheleſs, his 
Subjects diſcover'd at length, that the 

ards had him under Confinement, notwith- 
ſtanding they carefully diſguis d the Violence 
they were guilty of, under the ſpecious Mask 
of a profound Reſp ect. The Guards which 
were conſtantly poſted at the Avenues of the 
Emperor's Apartment, and the Spaniards be- 
ing continually under Arms in the Quarters, 
left them no Room for Doubt; but no one 
made the leaſt Offer to treat concerning his 
Liberty: Nor is it ta be imagin'd what, Rea- 
ſons they had ; he to continue under that Op- 
preſſion. without any Reluctance, and they-to 
live in the ſame Infenſibility, without ſhewing 
ann Concern at the Diſhonour done to the Per: 


„ 


9 


ſo e a 15 gat ition, RS with the 
Want of Reſolution Which then, appear d in 
the Mexicans, a warlike N ation, and ex 

fively zealous in ſupporting the Dignity of their 
Sovereigns. We may therefore lately venture 
to ſay; that the Hand of God was upon their 
Hearts; nor will this appear to be a ſuperſtitious 
Credulity, or any great Novelty in his Divine 
Providence, ſince the World has long ago 
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ſeen an Example of His forwarding the Un- 
dertakings of His own 1 mk by ONES 
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CHAP. XX. 


Motezumia's Besch r bis Confident: 
both to his own People and the Spaniards. 
Qualpopoca zs brought Priſoner, and con- 
denmed to Death by Cortes, who cauſes 
| Motezuma zo be put in Fetters, during the 
E xecution of the & entence. 


T HE Spaniards, | in few Days, w their 
Quarters converted into a Palace, with- 
out omitting to guard it, as the Priſon of Mo. 
reguma. The Surprize of this daring Action 
_ abated inſenſibly amongſt the Mexicans, with 
the Novelty of it. Some, diſapproving the War 
made by Qualpopoca upon Vera-Cruz, com- 
mended the Procedure of Moteguma, and im- 
puted it to the Greatneſs of his Soul that he 
parted with his Liberty as a Pledge of his In- 
nocence. Others believed, that the Gods, with 
-whom they ſuppoſed him to have frequent 
Communication, had adyiſed him to that which 


— 
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was moſt cogvenient, and would moſt redound 
to his Advaſſftage.. And others (who did bet- 
ter) acquieſe'd intirely in his Reſolution, with- 
out being ſo preſumptuous as to examine into 
it, well knowing that the Determinations ot 
Sovereign Princes concern the Duty, and not 

the Underſtanding: of their Vaſſals. He dif- 

charged the Functions of a Sovereign at the 
uſual Hours; gave Audiences; heard the Ad- 
vice and Repreſentations of his Miniſters; and 
apply d himſelf to the Civil and Military Go- 
vernment of his Kingdoms, taking particular 
Care to conceal: his involuntary Confinement. 
Hrs Table was ſerved from his Palace with a 
numerous Attendance of Seryants, and greater 
Abundance than uſual : The Overplus was di- 
ſtributed among the Span» Soldiers; and he 
conſtantly ſent Difhes of the greateſt Delicacy 
to Cortes and his Captains, all whom he could 
call by their reſpectiue Names, and he had 
ſtudy'd even their ſeveral Humours and Diſpo- 
ſitions, and knew how to make a proper Uſe 
of his Obſervations in converſing with them, 
and would at Times ſeaſon his Diſcourſe with 
Pleaſantry, in ſuch a Manner as was no Way 
inconſiſtent either with Majeſty or Decorum. 
All the Time that he was diſengag d from Buſi- 
neſs, he paſt among the Spanzards; and was 
wont to ſay, That he was not himſelf with- 
out them. Every one endeavoured to pleaſe 
him, and the Reſpect with which they treated 
him, gave him great Satisfaction. Freedoms 
Hh 3 and 
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and ill Manners extreemly diſguſted. hims and 
if any one happen d to be faulty. that Way, he 
made the Offender undetſtand that it ſhock d 

him, and that he was ſenſtble of his being ill 
us'd: So jealous. was he of his Dignity, that he 
reſented, with an extreme-Indignation;"fome: 


what done in his Preſence by:ai:Spamiard, with 
Deſign, as he thought, to affront him, and de- 
ſir d the Captain of the Gnard to employ that 
Soldier at a greater Diſtance from his: Nerſon, 


or order him to be puniſh d, if Nr offer d 
to appear before him. | 
SoME Evenings he usd to ler with: Cortes 
at t 7. ololoque, which is a Game with little Balls 
of Gold with which they endeavour d to ſtrike 
down. certain ſtall Pins of the, ſame Metal, at 
a proportionable. Diſtance: They play .d for 
Jewels, or other Curioſities, : which were loſt 
or won upon Five Marks. > Motezumadiltri- 
buted his Winnings amongſt: tha. Spaniards, 
and Cortes gave his to the u 8 inferior 
Officers. He would ſometimes rally, Pedro 
de A loarado, who counted for them, for his 
marking in Favour of Cortes, and reproach d 
him after a pleaſant Manner, for being a bad 
Reckoner; nevertheleſs he deſired him at other 
times to mark, and take Care to keep a fair 
Account. He preſerved the Sentiments of a 
Prince, even at Play; regarding the Loſs as an 
Effect of _— and ag Gain as 4 ee of 
20 0 he * 
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Book- my Omqueſtof N lerico an 
| IAN did not omit in th ſe private Con- 
yerſatioris to introduce the Subjef of Religion. 
Cortes diſcourſed himi ſeveral times, endea. 
vouring with Gentleneſs to make kim fenſible | 
of his Error. Fryar Bartolomeo de Olmeda 
ſeconded his Arguments with the like Piety, 
but With far greater Energy. Donna. Marina 
very carefully interpreted theſe Diſcourſes, ad- 
ding her own private Reaſons, as a Perfon 
newly undeceived, Who had ſtili freſh in her 
Memory the Motives which converted hers 
But the Devil had got ſuch an Aſcendant ov r 
his Mind, that he ſuffered his own natural Rea- 
ſon to beſo enſlay'd, that no Arguments were 
of Force enough to touch his obdurate Heart. 
It Was not known whether he had a Commu- 
nication with the Devil, or whether he con- 
tinued to appear to him as uſual, after the 
 Spaniands arrived at Mexico; on the contrary, 
it was believed as certain, that from the firſt 
Appearance of the Ca of Chrift in that City, 
all thoſe ifffernal Invocations loſt their Force, 
and the Oracles became ſilent. But that deluded 
Prince was ſo blind and abandon d to his Er- 
rors, that he had no manner of Inclination to 
relinquiſh them, or to advantage himſelf by 
the Light which was ſet before him: This Hard- 
neſs of Heart was perhaps the miſerable Effect 
ol his ather Vices and Enormities, with which 
he had diſpleaſed God; or a Chaſtiſement for 
that very Negligence with which he lent” an 
Ear, without ſubmitting to the Truth. 
r AFTER | 
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at more, a 
een ſent 
SF bring- 
ing e and dther os tains kts Army 
Priſoners, wha upon Sight of the Royal Signet, 
had ſurrender'd themſe Ives without chſtance, 1 
The Priſoners were Fondutted into, the Eo 
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Order he hadegiven them, and ſuffer themſelves 
to be deceived by this exterior She of Con- 


fidence which he ſeemed. to repoſe in them, 


The Captain himſelf went afterwards with 
them to the Apartment of Cartes, to whom 


he delivered, them, ſay ing on the Part of his 


Maſter, © That he had ſent them to him, that 
« he miglit find out the Truth, and, at his own 
Fs Diſcretion, inflict. upan. 198 What Puniſh- 
% ment he thought they deſerved.“ Cortes 
ſhut himſelf up with them, and they preſently 
; TS Guilty to all their Charges, acknow- 


Jedging, That they had wiolated the Peace 


of. Their 070 Authority; had provoked the 


. Spaniards of Vera-Cruz 2715 their Hoſtihries, 
and had proc ur d 4 the Death of Arguillo, Eilld 


by their Order in cold Blood, the a Priſoner 


of Mar. All this they confeſſed without once 


' mentioning that they had any Commiſſion for 
ſo doing. from Motezuma, till perceiving that 
the Pupiſhment they had been thregten'd with 
Was going to be inflicted, they endeavoured to 
| bring 


bring im in for an Accomplice, ws Ws 
fave their Lives: But Cortes utterly refs Ctg to 
give Ear to that Evaſion, treating it as a 15855 
Chimera and Invention of theirs, merely t 
excuſe themſelves. They were judged by a 
Court Martial, and received Sentence of Death, 05 
with the Circumſtance of having their Bodies 
publickly burned before the Royal Palace, as 
Criminals who had incurred the Penalty of 
High Treaſon. Meaſures were immediately 
2 taken for the Execution, it being thought ne- 
ceſſary not to delay it: But Cortes fearing Mo- 
teguma's Reſentment, and that he might en- 
deavour to defend thoſe who were to die for 
having executed his Orders, reſolved to ter- 
rify him, by ſome daring Action, which ſhould 
have threatening Appearances, and remind him 
of the Subjection in which he was. To this 
Purpoſe he bethought himſelf of another bold 
Stroke, to which he was certainly induc'd by 
the great Facility with which he deprivd him 
of his Liberty, and the unexpected Patience 
with which he bore his Confinement. He or- 
dered ſome of thoſe Fetters to be brought which 
they us d to carry with them for Criminals, 
and with thoſe, carry'd openly in the Hands 
of a Soldier, Cortes came into the Preſence 
of Motezuma, and with him came Donna 
Marina, and Three or Four of his Captains. 
He did not omit the Reſpects with which he 
| wy” wont to accoſt him; but railing his Voice, 


and 


er Delinquents, now co con. 
cata hach confeſs'd their 
been found deſerving of | 
a, that they a ac 


1 therefore it Was 
be ſhould. cxpiate for thoſe ſtrong 
ne by ſome perſonal Mortification: * 
J Sr mg that Kings, tho they were not liable to 
. , $i rdinary Puniſhments, were yet ſubje& to a 
| I | 5 uperior Law, Which commands Crowns, 
cs 4 «< and ought, in ſome Rel ects, to imitate the 
| « Guilty, when they found themſelves cul- 
= c, pable, and Were deſirous, to ſatisfy Divine 
; <: Juſtice.” | Having. faid this, he commanded, 
.with,an Air of fn and Reſolution, that 
ty ſhould put Motezuma in Fetters, without 
ſuffering any Reply; and leaving him in that 
_Cangition, turned his Back, and retired to his 
Apartment, giving freſh Orders. to his Guards, 
that for the preſent they ſhould not ſuffer him 
to have any Manner of Communication with 
his Ministers. 15 
So great was the! Aſtoniſhment of Mate- 
Suma, to fee himſelf treated with ſo much 
Ignominy, that at firſt he wanted Force to 
ſiſt, and afterwards, Speech to complain. 122 
remained a goed while like one inſenſible; 


| and his Servants who attended him, accom- 
pany'd 


1 
TEIN 
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pany'd his. Grief with Lamentation, without 
preſuming to ſpeak; throwing. themſelyes at 
his Feet, to bear the Weighs, of his Fettcrs. 
He, recovered from his.fixſt-Confuſion,,and 
Amazement, and began to break gut ine Im. 
patience, but ſoon; put a Curb upon himſel 
and attributing the unhappy Circumſtances to 
which he was reduced, to the Will of his 
Gods, waited the Event, not without Appre- 
henſions that his Life was in Danger: But ſoon 
recalling to mind who he Was, he intrepidly 
expected his Fete . r 

Corres. loſt no Time in the eee 
of what he had reſolved n. The Crimi- 
nals were brought forth to reccive their Pu- 
niſhment ; all. neceſſary Precautions having 
firſt been taken, to prevent any ' Oppoſition 
that might be made. The Execution was per- 
formed in Sight of an innumerable Concourſe 
of People, not ſo much as one diſorderly 
Voice being heard, nor was there the leaſt 
Ground for Jealouſy. The People were ſeized 
with a Terror, which was mixed with Admi- 
ration and Reſpect. They greatly wondered 
at the Authority thoſe Strangers aſſum d, who, 
at the moſt, ought to have behay'd themſelves 
only as Ambaſſadors from another Prince : 
But they did not preſume to call their Power 
in queſtion, ſeeing it was eſtabliſh'd with their 
own Sovereign's Approbation, which was the 
AUO that they Bock di in, Crowds to behold 

that 
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teas Speacle, Wiel a Kind of monty Se. 
Auateneſs, wirich; without knowing in what 
1 conſiſted, gave Way to r 
Help! on this Occaſion, that the Invaſion of 

Qual popocu was ill received among the Mert 
cans; and that he had aggravated his Crime; 
and render d it far more horrible; by having 
had the preſumption to charge his Sovereign 
as an Accomplice, which pas d as a Thing 
incredible, and even had the Accufation been 
true; would have been took'd upon as inſolent 
and ſeditious. This Execution muſt be regarded 
as the Third bold Action of Cortes, which was 
effected, as has been obſerved, upon very irregu- 
lar Principles. Ne determined upon it, becauſe 
he thought it convenient, and not impoſſible. 
He Knew the Genius of the People he had to 
deal with, and was no Stranger to the Value 
of the great Pledge he had in his Power, what- 
foever might happen. Let us ſuffer ourſelves 
to be blinded? by the Plauſibleneſs of his Rea- 
ſons, or at leaſt not bring them intoJudgment in 
the Hiſtory, contenting - ourſelves with relating 
the Fact as it paſs d, Which, after being executed, 
proved of great Conſequence for the Security 
of the Spaniards at Vera Cruæ, and ſtifled at 
that Time, thoſe Rumours. which began to 

diſturb the Mexican Nobility. 

Cor Es immediately 8 to the Em. 
peror s Apartment, and, with a chearful Coun- 
tenance, eourteouſly addreſs d . ſaying, 
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Book 1 Giant, Mttteo. 1 
t The 2 My Lord, who have bern 
*, ſo:bold as to blemiſh your Character, have 


8 received condign Puniſhments and you your 
*<:{6If have ſufficiently com 


&, Obligation; hy ſubmitting to che Juſtice of | 
God, with this little Intermiſſion of your 
9 Liberty.“ hen immediately he ordered the 
Fetters to be taken off, ot (as ſome Authors 
report) he put himſelf on his Knees, and took 
them of with his own Hands: And it is pro- 
bable, from his uſual Preſence of Mind, that 
he might endeavour, with ſuch a Piece of 
Courteſy, to give a greater Recommendation 
to the Redreſs of his ill Treatment. More 
Zuma received this Part of his Liberty with a 
tumultuous Joy. He embraced Cortes two 
or three times, and ſeemed as if he would 
never have done with his thankfut r 
ledgments. 

Trey both fat down, amd excl into 
amicable Converſation, and Cortes usd ano- 
ther Piece of Policy with him, being what he 
was continually meditating upon; for he or- 
dered all the Guards to retire, and gave him 
to underſtand, that whenever he pleaſed, he 
might return to his Palace, the Cauſe of his 
Detention being now remoy'd. This Offer 
he made him, as being very ſure he would 
not accept it; for he had frequently heard him 
firmly and reſolutely declare, That it was by 
no means convenient for him to think of re- 

turning 


Ke Ag his Pelzer or vf leaving 
1 n » till: uch Time a8 ens — 
from his Court . for that he ſhould g greatly | 


faſfer in his Reputation, When tit ſhould be 


His Vaſlals, that he 1 


knouin aàmongſt 
ceived his Liberty from the Hand of another. 


A Thought which has been ſince father d up- 
on Hate guma tas his own, but was indeed 
inſpired into him by Donna Marina, and ſome 
Captains; at the Iriſtance of Cortes, who made 
Uſe of his own:Reaſon of State, to hold him 
more ſecure in Priſon. But at this Time, Mote. 
uma knowing what Cortes meant by that 
Offer, quitted the firſt Motive as foreign to 
his preſent Purpoſe, and made Uſe of another 
more artful; for he anſwered, That he was 
«. very much obliged to him forthe Intention 


se he had to reſtore him to his Palace; but 


ce that he had taken a Reſolution to continue 
* where he was, out of Regard to the Spa- 
« mzards; for he knew very well, that aſſoon 
« as he ſhould be in his Palace, his Nobility and 


«© Miniſters would preſs him to take up Arms 


<« againſt them, for a Satisfaction of the Wrong 


& he had feceivd.“ By theſe Means he deſir d 


they ſhould underſtand, that he was contented 

to remain in Priſon for their Security, and to 
protect them with his Authority. Cortes prais d 
his Deſign, and made Acknowledgments for 
the Care he had of them, as if he intirely be- 
lieved all he ſaid. They both remained ſatiſ- 


fyd with their dexterous Management, be- 


licving 


—— OS 
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lieving they underſtood each other ga 
well; and, for their mutual Conveniency, ' / 
ſuffer d themſelves to be 1 with thar 

Sort of Cunning, or Diſſimulation, whick 
Politicians place among the Myſteries of Pru- 5 
dence, beſtowing the Name of Virtue upon 
that which indeed is nothing but Artifice and 
Polley: |: 8 8 e 
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